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An Ordinance to'enable the compulsory acquisition and re­
development "of areas in Colombo consisting wholly or 
partly of lands on which demolition operations have been 
carried out under emergency powers ; to establish and 
incorporate a Board" with power to carry ottt or to supervise 
and regulate the redevelopment of such areas; and to 
provide for matters connected with or incidental to the 
matters aforesaid.
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L, D.—0 .19/45
An Ordinance to enable the compulsory acquisition and re­

development of areas in Colombo consisting wholly or 
partly of lands on which demolition operations have been 
carried out under emergency powers ; to establish and 
incorporate a Board with power to carry out or to supervise 
and regulate the redevelopment of such areas; and to 
provide for matters connected with or incidental to the 
matters aforesaid.

BE it enacted by the Governor of Ceylon, with the advice 
and consent of the State Council thereof, as follows :—

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Special- Areas 
(Colombo) Development Ordinance, No. of 1946, and shall 
come into operation on such date as the Governor may 
appoint by Proclamation published in the Gazette.-

PART I.
Compulsory acquisition of .special areas .

2. (1) Where the Governor is satisfied that any area 
within the town of Colombo, consisting of one or more lands 
on which demolition operations have been carried out under 
emergency powers or, of one or more such lands and.any other 
land or lands contiguous thereto, should, in the interests of 
the public health or safety or of the amenities of the neighbour­
hood, be laid out and developed afresh, he may, by order 
published in the Gazette, declare the area to be a special area 
for the purposes of this Ordinance.

(2) Ar  Order declaring a special area under this section 
may define the area-by setting out the assessment number or 
the metes and bounds of the land or each of the lands com­
prised in the area.
' 3. (1) Where any area within the town of Colombo is 

declared to be a special r̂ea by Order published in the 
Gazette under section 2, the land or every land comprised 
in that area shall be deemed to be land needed for a public 
purpose and be liable to compulsory acquisition ; and accord­
ingly the Government Agent shall—

(a) forthwith take order for the acquisition of the land 
or each of the lands in that special area on which 
demolition operations have been carried out under 
emergency powers; and
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(b) save as otherwise expressly provided by section 6, 
upon the expiry of a period of three months after 
the date of the publication of such Order, take order 
for the acquisition of any other land in that speoial 
area.

(2) Nothing in the preceding provisions of this seotion 
shall apply to any land which forms a road or a portion of a 

* road vested in the Council.

4. (1) Where the Government Agent considers that it is 
necessary for the purposes of section 3 that an inspection, 
examination or survey should be made of any land situated 
within the limits of any special area, it shall be lawful for the 
Government Agent or any person acting under the written 
authority of the Government Agent, together with such 
servants and workmen as may be necessary, to enter upon 
and to survey and take levels of that land or of any land 
in the same locality, to mark the levels and boundaries of 
that land, and to do all such other acts as may be necessary 
for the purposes of such inspection, examination or 
survey.

Provided, however, that no person shall enter or do any 
act upon any land in pursuance of the powers conferred by the 
preceding provisions of this section except with the consent 
O f the owner or occupier of that land, or after giving to suoh 
owner or occupier, not less than seven days’ notice of his 
intention to enter that land or to do such act thereon.

(2) The Government Agent may, for the purposes of section 
3, cause a notice to be served on any person requiring that 
person to furnish before a specified date suoh returns or in­
formation relating to the title of that person to-any land 

” situated within the limits of any special area or to such other 
matters affecting such land as may be within the knowledge 
of that person.

5. Where the Government Agent is required by this 
Ordinance to take order for the acquisition of any land, the 
provisions of the Land Acquisition Ordinance, subject to the 
exceptions, modifications, and amendments set out in the 
Eirst Schedule to this Ordinance, shall apply for the purposes

'o f such acquisition; and any sum of money which may, 
under such provisions, be required to be paid or deposited 
by the Government Agent or by the Government by way of 
compensation, costs or otherwise, shall be paid out of funds, 
provided for the purpose by the State Council.

P o s t p o n e m e n t  o e  a n d  e x e m p t i o n  p e o m  c o m p u l s o r y  .
A C Q U ISIT IO N . '

6. The owner of any land referred to in paragraph (6) of 
section 3 (1) may, before the expiry of the period of three 
months specified in that paragraph, serve a notice on the 
Government Agent requiring him to postpone the compulsory 
acquisition of such land until the coming into operation of 
a development scheme prepared under this Ordinance for 
the special area in which the land is situated; and in such 
case, the Government Agent shall, unless the Minister by 
order made under section 8 exempts such land from compul­
sory acquisition, take order for the acquisition of such land 
on the coming into operation of such scheme.

7. In the event of any land the compulsory acquisition of 
which has been postponed by reason of the operation of the 
provisions of section 6 being ultimately acquired under this 
Ordinance, then, notwithstanding anything in any written or 
other law, no person shall be entitled to claim or receive any 
compensation from the Government Agent or the Government 
or the authority in whom such land is vested as hereinafter 
provided in respeet of any improvements made in or upon 
such land or any structure thereon after the expiry of the 
period of three months referred to in that section.

8 . (1) The owner of any land in any special area, being 
land the compulsory acquisition of which has, by reason of 
the operation of the provisions of section 6, been postponed 
until the coming into operation of a development scheme for 
that area, may, before the expiry of a period of twenty-one 
days after the date of the publication in the G a z e t t e  of a notice 
under section 13 of the completion of the preparation of the 
scheme, apply in writing to the Minister for the exemption 
of that land from compulsory acquisition.

(2) Upon the receipt of an application for the exemption 
from compulsory acquisition of any land, the Minister may 
make order exempting or refusing to exempt such land from 
such acquisition. ,

P o w e r s  o f  th e
G o v e rn m e n t
A g e n t ,

L a n d  >
A cq u is it io n  
O rd in a n ce  to  
a p p ly  s u b je ct  
t o  certa in  
e x ce p tio n s , e tc .

Cap. 203.

P o s tp o n e m e n t  
o f  c o m p u ls o ry  
a cq u is it io n .

E x c lu s io n  o f  
c la im s  fo r  
c o m p e n s a t io n  
f o r  im p r o v e ­
m e n ts .

E x e m p tio n s  
fr o m  c o m p u l­
so ry
a cq u is it io n .
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(3) No order exempting from compulsory acquisition any 
land in any special area shall be made by the Minister under 
this section if the draft development scheme prepared under 
this Ordinance for that area provides—

( а )  for the use of such land or any portion thereof for the 
W  construction of a new road or for the widening,

alteration, extension or diversion of an existing road 
or as a public open space ; or

(б) for the adjustment or re-oonstitution of the boundaries
of such land.

(4) No order refusing to exempt from compulsory acqui. 
sition any land in any special area shall be made by the 
Minister under this section unless the draft development 
soheme prepared under this Ordinance for that area provides—

( a )  for the use of such land or any portion thereof* for the
construction of a new road or for the widening,

" alteration, extension or diversion of an existing road 
or as a public open space ; or

{ b )  for the adjustment or re-oonstitution of the boundaries 
of such land.

(5) Before making an order under this section refusing to 
exempt from compulsory acquisition any land in respect of 
which an application for such exemption has been made; 
the Minister shall give the applicant an opportunity of being 
heard, either in person or by a representative duly authorised 
by such applicant, in that behalf.

(6) Every order made by the Minister under this section 
on any application for exemption from compulsory acquisition 
of any land shall be final and conclusive. The Minister shall 
cause a copy of such order to be served on the applicant and 
the Government Agent.

(7) (a) The Minister may, for the purposes of this section, 
cause a notice to be served on any person requiring that 
person to furnish before a specified date such returns or infor­
mation relating to the title of that person to any land in respect 
of which an application for exemption from compulsory 
acquisition has been made or to such other matters affecting 
such land as may be within the knowledge of that person.

( b )  Where the Minister considers that it is necessary for the 
purposes of this section that an inspection or examination 
should be made of any land in respect of which an application 
for exemption from compulsory acquisition has been made, it 
shall be lawful for the Minister or any person acting under the

- written authority of the Minister to enter upon such land and to
do all such acts as may be necessary for the purposes of such 
inspection or examination:

Provided, however, that no person shall enter or do any act 
upon any land in pursuance of the powers conferred by the 
preceding provisions of this paragraph except with the consent 
of the owner or occupier of that land, or after giving to such 
owner or occupier, not less than seven days’ notice of his 
intention to enter that land or to do such act thereon.

8. (1) It shall be a condition qf every exemption from.̂  
compulsory acquisition granted in respect of any land in any 
special area under section 8 that the owner of such land 
shall, in lieu of the executive authority specified in the draft 
development scheme prepared for that area, carry out the 
provisions of that scheme in so far as they relate to such land 
at his own expense, and for that purpose, do all such work 
and take all such measures in, upon or in relation to such 
land or any structure thereon as may be necessary.

(2) For the purposes of this section, “ owner ” in relation to 
any land in respect of which an exemption from compulsory 
acquisition has been granted under section 8, means the owner 
of the land at the time of the granting of such exemption or 
any other person who may subsequently become the owner 
thereof.

Condition of 
exemption from 
compulsory 
acquisition.

P A R T  II .

P r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  e x e c u t i o n  o e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
s c h e m e s .

Preparation o f 10. (1) U pon  the publication  o f  an Order declaring a 
nrtirnm?160* special area under section 2, it shall be th e  d u ty  o f  the B oard

6 hereinafter constituted aidd incorporated b y  this Ordinance,
acting in  consultation w ith the G overnm ent T ow n  Planner 
and the G overnm ent Valuer, to  prepare a draft developm ent 
schem e fo r  th at area.

(2) W here th e  Minister is satisfied that the B oard  has failed 
t o  prepare or unreasonably delayed the preparation o f  a draft 
developm ent scheme fo r  any special area, the M inister m ay 
d irect the G overnm ent T ow n Planner to  prepare the draft 
schem e fo r  th at area.
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11. (1) A development scheme prepared under this Contents of 
Ordinance for any special area shall have as its sole object the development 
re-development of the area as a whole and shall not provide schemes’ 
for any matter other than the following or such other matters 
as may be necessary for the purpose of achieving that object:—

(а) The construction of new roads or the widening, alter­
ation, extension, diversion, stopping up or improve­
ment of existing roads, and the reservation of land for 
the construction of new roads or for the widening, - 
extension, alteration or diversion of existing roads.

(б) The construction of works (including the erection of 
structures) for the provision of public services

- including—
(i) surface water drainage, sewerage and the 

disposal of sewage;
(ii) lighting and the position and design of lamps 

and standards; and
(iii) water supply.

(c) The reservation of land for public open spaces and the 
regulation or prohibition of the erection of structures 
thereon.(d) Slum clearance including the demolition or alteration 
of insanitary, over-crowded, unhealthy or dangerous 
dwelling houses or other structures.

(e) The demolition of structures which are- inconsistent 
with the scheme and the alteration of structures so 
as to bring them into conformity with the scheme.

(/) The construction of all such new structures in or upon 
any land as may be necessary for the purpose of 
ensuring the re-development of the area as provided 
in the scheme.

(g) The adjustment or re-constitution of the boundaries 
of any plots of land which, by reason of their in­
convenient shape or size, are likely to hinder the 
re-development of the area as provided in the 
scheme.(h) The prohibition or restriction of the use of land for any 
specified purpose.

(i) The restriction, regulation and control of the erection, 
re-erection, alteration, demolition and use of struc­
tures, and in particular for the matters specified in 
the Second Schedule to this Ordinance.

(2) In addition to  the matters specified in sub-section (1), 
a development scheme prepared under this Ordinance for any 
special area shall specify the executive authority who is to be 
responsible for the carrying out of any provision contained 
in that scheme. - The authority so specified m ay be the 
Board, the Council, the Director of Public W orks or the 
Director of Electrical Undertakings.

(3) In addition to the matters specified in sub-sections (1) 
and (2), a development scheme may provide that any road or 
portion of a road which is vested in the Council shall be 
vested in the Board for the purposes of the scheme.

(4) A  development scheme prepared under this Ordinance 
for any special area shall be accompanied by a plan showing 
in detail the proposed new lay out o f the area as contemplated 
in that scheme.

12. (1) In addition to the matters specified in section 11, Modification 
a development scheme prepared under this Ordinance for any or suspension 
special area m ay, where it is necessary for the purpose of of other 
giving effect to the scheme, provide for the modification or wntten ,aw- 
the suspension of the operation of any provision of any other 
written law in sofarasjthatprovisionissimilar toor inconsistent 
with any provision contained in that scheme.

(2) Where any provision of any other written law is modified 
by any development scheme for the time being in operation, 
that provision shall, in its application to the special area to 
which the scheme relates, apply subject to such modifications 
as may be specified in that scheme.

(3) Where any provision of any other written law is 
suspended by any -development scheme for the time being 
in operation, that provision shall not apply in the special 
area to which the scheme relates.

13. (1) Upon the completion of the preparation of any 
draft development scheme under section 10, it shall be the 
duty of the Board forthwith—

(a) to cause copies o f such draft scheme and of the plan 
accompanying such draft scheme to be prepared ;

(£) to transmit to the Minister a copy of such draft scheme 
and of the plan accompanying such draft scheme; 
and

Notice of 
completion of 
preparation of 
draft
development 
scheme and 
inspection of 
scheme.
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(p) to cause a notice to be published in the Gazette and in 
such other manner as may be best calculated to give 
publicity,thereto, to the effect that the preparation 
of such draft scheme has been completed and that 
copies of such draft scheme and of the plan accom­
panying such draft scheme will be open for public 
inspection at such place or places as may be specified 
in such notice.

Sanction of 
> development 
scheme by 
Minister.

Ratification 
of development 
scheme by 
Governor,

Commg into 
operation of 
development 
schemes.

Execution 
of development 
schemes by 
executive 
authorities.

Execution 
of development 
schemes by 
owners of lands

(2) Copies of every draft development scheme which has 
been completed under section 10 and of the plan accompanying 
such scheme shall be open for public inspection, free o f charge, 
for a period of twenty-one days after the date o f the publication 
in the Gazette o f notice of the completion of the preparation 
of such scheme, '

1 4 . Upon the transmission of a  draft development scheme 
to the Minister under section 13 and after the disposal under 
section 8 of the applications, i f ‘any, for exemption from  
compulsory acquisition made in respect of lands in the special 
area to which the scheme relates, the Minister may sanction 
the scheme subject to such modifications or alterations as 
he may deem necessary.

1 5 . (1) Every draft development scheme which is sanc­
tioned by the Minister shall be submitted to the Governor 
for ratification:

Provided, however, that where any such scheme modifies or 
suspends or purports'to modify Or suspend, the operation of 
any provision of any Ordinance for th e,tim e being in force, 
such scheme shall not be submitted to the Governor for 
ratification unless it has first been placed before and approved 
by the State Council.

(2) Where the Governor refuses to ratify any draft develop­
ment scheme on the ground that one or more of the provisions 
contained therein ought not to be included in the scheme, the 
Minister may, after consultation with the Government Town 
Planner, the Government Valuer and the Board, vary or 
modify the scheme in such manner as m ay be necessary ; and 
the scheme as so varied or modified shall again be submitted 
to the Governor for ratification.

1 6 . Every development scheme "which has been sanctioned 
by the Minister and ratified by the Governor shall coma info 
operation upon the expiry of a period of fifteen days after the 
date on which a notification is published in the Gazette by  
the Minister to the effect that the scheme has been so 
sanctioned and ratified,̂  or upon such later date as may be 
specified in such notification by the Minister.

1 7 .  ( 1 )  Upon the coming into operation of any develop­
ment scheme for any special area, it shall be the duty of the 
executive authority specified in the scheme as the authority 
responsible for-the carrying'out o f any provision contained 
in the scheme, save as otherwise expressly provided by section 
18 or section 23, to carry out that provision, and for that 
purpose, to do all such work and to take all such measures in, 
upon or in relation to any land in that area or any structure 
thereon as may be necessary.'

(2) Where the Minister is satisfied that the executive 
authority responsible for the carrying out o f any provision 
contained in any development scheme for the time being in 
operation for any special area has unreasonably delayed to 
carry out that provision, the Minister may, by order, direct that 
authority to do all such work and to take all such measures in, 
upon or in relation to any land in that area or any structure 
thereon as m ay be necessary for the purpose, within such time 
as may be specified in such order, and it shall be the duty of 
that authority to comply with such order.

(3) For the purpose of doing any work or taking any 
measures in, upon or in relation to any land or structure thereon 
under the preceding provisions of this section, it shall be lawful 
for Vhe executive authority responsible for the carrying out 
of any provision contained in any development scheme for the 
time being in operation or any person acting under the written 
authority of that executive authority to enter into or upon 
such land or structure, together with all such workmen,, 
implements and materials as may be necessary for the purpose*

1 8 . (1) Upon the coming into operation of any develop­
ment scheme for any special area, it shall be the duty o f the 
owner of any land in that area, being land which has been 
exempted from acquisition b y  order made by the Minister 
under section 8, to carry out the provisions of that scheme 
in so far as they relate to suoh land at his own expense, and
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for that purpose, to do all such work and to take all such 
measures in, upon or in relation to such land or any structure 
thereon as m ay be necessary.

(2) W here the Board is satisfied that the owner of any laird 
referred to in sub-section (1) has unreasonably delayed to 
carry out the provisions of any development scheme for the 
tim e being in operation in so far as they relate to such land, 
it shall be lawful for the Board or any person acting under the 
written authority of the Board to enter into or upon sueh 
land or any structure thereon together with all the necessary 
workmen, implements and materials, and to do all such work 
and to take all such measures in, upon or in relation to such 
land or” structure as may be necessary for the purpose of 
carrying out those provisions.

(3) A ll expenses incurred by the Board in the doing of any 
Work or the taking of any measures under sub-section (1) in, 
upon or in relation to any land or any structure thereon shall 
be a first charge on such land, and may be recovered from the 
owner thereof in such manner as may be provided by 
regulation.

19. (1) No work or measures shall be done or taken by the 
Board or by any other executive authority in pursuance of 
the powers conferred by section 17 or section 18 (2) in, upon 
or in relation to any land which is not vested in the Board 
or any structure thereon, unless—

(a) the doing of such work or the taking of such measures
is necessary for the purpose o f carrying out any 
provision contained in the development scheme for 
the time being in operation for the special area in 
which such land is situated; and

(b) the Board or such other executive authority, as the case
J m ay be, has served on the owner and the occupier of

such land a notice specifying the work which is to be 
done or the measures which are to be taken, and a 
period of at least one month has elapsed after the 
date of the service of the notice.

(2) A ny person on w hom , a notice is served under sub­
section (1) m ay, subject to regulations, appeal to the Minister 
against the proposal of the Board or any other executive 
authority to do any work or to take any measures to which 
the notice relates, and the decision of the Minister on such 
appeal shall be final and conclusive. In any case where any 
appeal is preferred to the Minister under this section, the 
period referred to in paragraph (6) of sub-section (1) shall be 
deemed to be extended to the date on which the decision of 
the Minister is communicated to .th e  person by whom the 
appeal is preferred. '

PAR L III .

Conditions 
relating to the 
exercise of the 
powers 
conferred by 
sections 17 and 
18.

Vesting and disposal oe lands.
20. (1) Where any land is acquired under this Ordinance, 

Such land shall forthwith upon such acquisition, without a,ny 
formal transfer thereof, vest in the Board for the purposes o f a 
development scheme prepared under this Ordinance fqr the 
special area in which such land is situated.

(2) Where, by reason of the operation of the provisions of 
sub-section (1), any land is vested in the Board for the purposes 
o f a development scheme, the Board may, pending the execu­
tion o f such scheme, let such land or any structure thereon.

21. (1) Where any development scheme under this 
Ordinance provides that any road or a portion of any road 
which is vested in the Council shall be vested in the Board for 
the purposes o f such scheme, such road or portion o f a road, 
as the case may be, together with the lands used for the 
purposes thereof and all lamps, lamp-irons, lamp-posts, 
pipes and other similar erections and things in, about or 
belonging thereto, shall forthwith upon the coming into oper­
ation of such scheme, without any formal transfer thereof, 
vest in the Board for the purposes o f such scheme.

(2) No compensation shall be payable by the Board in 
respect of any property which vests in the Board b y  reason 
of the operation of the provisions of sub-section (1).

22. The Board may, at any time after the coming into 
operation of any development scheme, sell or lease any land 
which is vested in the Board under this Ordinance and is not 
required, under the scheme, as a reservation for the-con­
struction of a new road or for the widening, extension, 
alteration or diversion of an existing road or for a public 
open space,

23. ' (1) It shall be a condition o f every sale of land in 
•any special area under section 22—

(a) that, in lieu of the executive authority specified in the 
development scheme for the time being in operation 
for that area, the owner of the land shall at his own

Land acquired 
under this 
Ordinance 
to be vested 
in Board.

Vesting of 
roads in 
the Board.

Sale or lease of 
lands by the 
Board.

Conditions of 
sale or lease of 
lands by the 
Board.
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expense carry out the provisions of the scheme in so 
' far as they relate to the land, and do all the necessary 

work and take all the necessary measures in, upon 
or in relation to such land or any structure thereon 
within such time as the Board m ay, after consul­

tation with the Minister, specify in writing at the 
time of the sale ; and

(6) that in the event o f the owner failing to do so within 
the time so specified, the land shall forthwith re-vest 
in the Board. '

Where any land re-vests in the Board by reason of the opertion 
of the preceding provisions of this sub-section, the Board 
shall pay, to the person who was the owner of the land, the 
price at which the land was sold by the Board or the market 
Value of the land at the time of such re-vesting, whichever 
is less, together with compensation in respect o f any work 
actually done or measures actually taken by that person 
for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of the develop­
ment scheme.

(2) I t  shall be a condition of every lease of land in any* 
special area under section 22— •

(а) that, in lieu of the executive authority specified in the
development scheme for the time being in operation 
for that area, the lessee o f the land shall at his own 
expense carry out the provisions of the scheme in 
so far as they relate to the land, and do all the neces­
sary work and take all the necessary measures in, 
upon or in relation to the land or any structure 
thereon, within such tim e as the Board m ay, after 
consultation with the Minister, specify in writing 
at the time of the grant of the lease ; and

(б) that in the event of the lessee failing to do so within the
time so specified, the lease shall terminate forthwith.

Where any lease of land terminates by reason of the operation 
of the preceding provisions of this sub-section, the Board shall 
pay, to the person who was the lessee of the land, compen­
sation in respect of- any work actually done or measures 
actually taken by that person for the purpose of 'carrying out 
the provisions of the development scheme.

(3) No compensation under either of the preceding sub­
sections shall be payable by the Board unless the work has 
been done or the measures have been taken in conformity 
with the provisions of the development schenie then in 
operation in relation to the land-.

(4) For the purposes of this section, “  owner ” in relation 
to any land which is sold by the Board under section 22, 
means the person to whom the land is sold or any other person 
who may subsequently become the owner of the land.

24. It shall be lawful for the Board or any person acting 
under the written authority of the Board to enter into or upon 
any land which is sold or leased under section 22 for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether the provisions of any develop­
ment scheme for the time being in operation in relation to the 
land are being or have been carried out on the land and to 

- inspect the land or any structure thereon for that purpose :
Provided, however, that no person shall enter or inspect 

any land in pursuance of the powers conferred by the preceding 
provisions of this section except with the consent o f the owner, 
lessee or occupier of the land, or after giving to such owner, 
lessee or occupier, not less than seven days’ notice of the 
intention to do so.

Roads to 
vest in 
Council.

25. (1) Upon the completion of the construction, under any 
- development scheme for the time being in operation, of any 

new road or any new portion o f an existing road, such new ■ 
road or new portion of an existing road, as the case may be, 
together with the lands used for the purposes thereof and all 
lamps, lamp-irons, lamp-posts, pipes and other similar erections 
and things, in, about or belonging thereto, shall forthwith, 
without any formal transfer thereof, vest in the Council.

(2) No compensation shall be payable by the Council in  
respect 'of any property which vests in the Council by reason 
o f the operation of the provisions of sub-section (1).

Power to 
recover 
betterment 
contributions.

PAR T IV .
B etterment Contributions.

26. (1) Where the value of any property is increased by the 
coming into operation of any development scheme or by the 
execution of any work under the provisions of a development 
scheme, the Board m ay, subject to the provisions of sub- 

■ section (3), recover from the owner of the property an amount 
(hereinafter referred to as “ betterment contribution ” ) not 
exceeding sixty per centum of the amount by which the value ~ 
o f the property is so increased.
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(2) A betterment contribution'may be recovered from the 
owner of any property the value of which is increased by the  ̂
coming into operation of any development scheme or by the  ̂
execution of any work under any provision in that scheme, 
notwithstanding that such property is situated outside the 
limits of the special area to which the scheme relates.

(3) (a) No betterment contribution shall be recovered in-  
respect of any property which is sold or leased by the Board 
under section 22.(b) No betterment contribution shall be recoverable in 
respect of any property unless theJBoard has, before the expiry ‘ •
of a period of ten years after the date on which the develop­
ment scheme in respect of which the betterment contribution 
is recoverable came into operation, served a notice in the 
prescribed form on the owner of that property specifying the 
amount claimed as betterment contribution.

27. (1) In any case where the owner of any property is Appeal against 
aggrieved by the decision of the Board to recover a betterment betterment 
contribution in respect of that property, he may, subject to contribution, 
regulations, appeal to the District Court, or, where the amount 
sought to be recovered as a betterment contribution is less than 
three hundred rupees, to the Court of Requests, and such 
Court may on any such appeal—

(a) determine that no contribution shall be recovered,
if satisfied that the recovery of the contribution 

. in such case is not authorised by the provisions 
of section 26 ; or(b) reduce the amount of the contribution sought to be
recovered, if satisfied that that amount is excessive 
having regard to the provisions of sub-section (1) of 
that section.

(2) The determination of the District Court or the Court of 
Requests on any appeal referred to-in sub-section (1) shall be 
final.

28. (1) The amount due as a betterment contribution in 
respect of any property shall be payable in such instalments 
and at such intervals as the Board may determine.

(2) Any instalment due in respect of any property under this 
section shall be a first charge on that property and may be 
recovered from the person who is the owner of that property 
for the time being in such manner as may be provided by 
regulation.

Payment of 
betterment 
contribution,

PART V.
E stablish m en t  o f  th e  Colombo Spe c ia l  A reas  

D evelopm en t  B o a r d .

The Board.
29. (1) A Board to be called the Colombo Special Areas Establishment 

Development Board (in this Ordinance referred to as “ the of Colombo 
Board ”) is hereby established for the purposes of this Special Areas
Ordinance. Board.

(2) The Board shall be a body corporate with perpetual 
succession and a common seal and may sue and be sued in its 
corporate name. -It shall, subject to the provisions of this 
Ordinance, be capable of acquiring, holding and alienating 
property, movable and immovable, and'of doing and perform­
ing all such acts and things as bodies corporate may do and 
perform.

30. The general objects for which the Board is constituted Objects of 
are hereby declared to be— the Board.

(1) the preparation and execution, under this Ordinance,
of development schemes for speoial areas ; and

(2) the custody, management and control, pending the
coming into operation of development schemes, of 
land which is vested in the Board under this 
Ordinance for the purposes of such schemes.

31. The common seal of the Board shall be officially and Common seal 
judicially noticed and shall be kept by such person and in of the Board, 
such manner as the Board may from time to time determine 
and shall not be used except by the authority of the Board 
and in the presence of at least two members thereof who shall 
sign the document to which the seal is affixed.

32. (1) The Board shall consist of the following 
members:—

(a) Ex officio members :—
(i) The Financial Secretary.
(ii) The Director of Public Works.
(iii) The Commissioner of Local Government.

Constitution 
of the Board.



3 3 4 P a s t  I I .  (L b g a l ) —  C E Y L O N  G O V T . G A Z E T T E  E X T R A O R D IN A R Y  —  A p r il  15, 1940

Chairman and 
Deputy Chair­
man of Board.

Quorum.

Board to 
regulate its 
own procedure.
Minutes of 
meetings.

Vacation of 
office of 
nominated 
member.

Casual
vacancies among 
nominated mem­
bers.

Aoting appointment 
in case o f  
nominated 
member unable to 
discharge ’  
his duties 
owing to 
illness, etc.

Remuneration 
of members.

Staff of 
the Board,

(6) Nom inated members :—
(i) Two whole-time salaried officers o f the Govern­

ment, nominated b y  the Governor.
(ii) Eour persons, each o f whom shall be either a

whole-time salaried officer o f the Council or a 
member o f the Council, nominated b y  the 
Governor.

33. (1) The Governor m ay appoint one o f the members o f  
the Board to be the Chairman o f the Board.

(2) The members of the Board m ay, if  they think necessary, 
elect from  amongst their number a D eputy Chairman.

(3) The Chairman o f the Board shall preside at every  
meeting of the Board at which he is present.

(4) In  the absence o f the Chairman, the D eputy Chairman 
shall preside at meetings o f the B o a r d ; and, in the absence 
o f both the Chairman and the D eputy Chairman, a member 
chosen b y  the m ajority o f the members present, shall preside 
at any m eeting o f the Board.

34. (1) The quorum for any meeting o f the Board shall be 
not less than two-thirds o f the number o f members o f the 
Board in office on the date o f such meeting.
' (2) A n y  question which arises at any meeting o f the Board  

shall be decided b y  a m ajority of Votes of the members present, 
the m embers present being not less in number than the 
quorum prescribed by this Ordinance.

(3) W here the votes o f the members present at any meeting 
are equally divided in regard to any question, the Chairman, 
D epu ty  Chairman or other member presiding at the meeting  
shall, in addition to his own vote as a mem ber, have a casting 
vote.

35. Subject to the provisions of this Ordinance, the Board 
shall regulate its own procedure.

36. (1) The Board shall cause minutes to be made, in 
books provided for the purpose, of the proceedings of every 
meeting of the Board.

(2) The minutes of the proceedings of each meeting shall be 
submitted at' the next succeeding meeting, and if they are 
passed as correct they shall be confirmed by the signature of 
the person presiding at that meeting,'̂ and shall thereafter 
be prima facie evidence of the proceedings of which they are 
a record,

37. A nominated member of the Board shall be deemed to 
vacate his seat if he— . . \(а) accepts or holds any office or place of profit under the

Board; or - -(б) ceases to possess the qualification of being a whole-time
salaried officer in the service of the Government or of 

, the Council or of being a member of the Council, as
the case may be ; or

(c) is absent from more than three consecutive meetings
of the Board without the leave of the Board ; or

(d) by letter addressed to the Governor resigns his office;  or
(e) is removed from office by the Governor.
38. Jf at any time a nominated member dies or vacates his 

office,-the.Governor may nominate another person in place of' 
the member so dying or. vacating his office. .

39'. If it appears to the Governor that a nominated member 
is unlikely to be able to discharge the duties of his office for a 
period of three months- or more by reason of absence from 

1 Cfeylon, illness, incapacity dr any other cause whatsoever, he 
may appoint another person to act in the place of such mem­
ber for such period as he may think’ fit.

40. Every member of the Board, other than a member 
who is an officer in the service of the Government, shall be 
remunerated by the Board for work done by him in his 
capacity as a member, according to such scale as the Governor 
may, with the advice of the Executive Committee, determine.

Staff of the Board.
• 41.. (.1) The ‘staff of the Board, shall consist of the follow 

iog(а) an executive staff consisting of the following’officers,
namely; a Secretary, a Town Planner and a Valuer;
and

(б) a subordinate staff consisting of such number of officers 
__ . and servants as the Board may deem necessary.

(2) All appointments to the staff of the Board shall be 
made by the Board, subjeot, however, to the previous approval 
of the Governor in every case of an appointment to the 
executive staff of the Board,
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(3) The Board may dismiss or remove from office auy 
officer or servant of the Board :

Provided, however, that no officer who is on the executive 
staff of the Board shall be dismissed or removed from office 
except on a resolution of the Board passed by a majority of 
themembers for the time being and approved by the Governor.

(4) The Board may assign to each officer or servant or each 
class of officers and servants of the Board such salaries, 
allowances or remuneration as to the Board may seem lit.

(5) The provisions of sub-sections (3) and (4) shall not 
apply in any case where an officer in the service of the Govern­
ment is appointed to the executive staff of the Board, and in 
such case, the salary, allowances and conditions of service of 
such officer shall be determined by the Governor after consul­
tation with the Board.

42. The Board may in writing authorise the Secretary or 
any other officer of the Board to exercise, discharge or per­
form any power, function or duty vested in, assigned to or 
imposed on the Board by or under this Ordinance.

Fund of the Board.
43. (1) The Board shall establish a fund in such bank as 

may be approved by the Executive Committee.
(2) There shall be payable into the fund of the Board—

(а) all grants made to the Board by. the State
Council;

(б) all sums realised by sales, leases or other trans­
actions of the Board ; and 

(c) all sums declared to be so payable by this 
Ordinance or any regulation made thereunder,

(3) There shall be paid out of the fund of the Board—
(а) all sums payable as remuneration to members;
(б) all sums payable by the Board as salaries,

allowances or remuneration to its officers and 
servants;

(c) all expenses incurred by the Board in the exercise,
discharge and performance of the powers, 
functions and duties vested in, assigned to 
or imposed on the Board by this Ordinance 
or any regulation made thereunder; and(d) all sums which the Board is authorised or required
to pay by this Ordinance or any regulation 
made thereunder.

* • Accounts and audit.
44. (1) The Board shall cause its accounts to be kept in 

such form and in such manner as may be prescribed.
(2) The books of account of the Board shall be kept at the 

office of the Board.
45. (1) The Board shall cause its books to be balanced on 

the thirtieth day of September in each year and shall, as soon 
as may be thereafter, cause to be prepared a profit and loss 
account and a balance sheet containing a summary of the 
assets and liabilities of the Board made up to the date afore­
said.

(2) The profit and loss account and the balance sheet shall 
be signed by a majority of the members for the time being in 
office and by the officer responsible for the preparation of 
ouch account and balance sheet.

46. Every profit and loss account and balance sheet shall 
be accompanied by a report, signed by a majority of the 
members, as to the state and condition of the affairs of the 
Board.

47. The accounts of the Board shall be audited each year 
by the Auditor-General or an officer authorised by him in 
that behalf. The person performing the duty under this 
section is hereinafter referred to as “ the auditor ”.

48. (1) The auditor shall examine the accounts of the 
Board, ascertain the correctness of the balance sheet and 
furnish a report stating—

(a) whether or not he has obtained all information and 
N explanations required by him ; and(h) whether; in his opinion, the accounts referred to in the 

report are properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true 
and correct view of the Board’s affairs.

(2) The report o f the auditor shall be transmitted b y  him to  
the Board.

49. (1) For the purpose o f performing his duties under 
this Ordinance, the auditor m ay, by notice in writing, require 
the production before him of any books, deeds, contracts,

Delegation 
by Board of 
powers, etc. 
to its offioers.

Establishment 
of fund.

Accounts of 
the Board.

Profit and 
loss account 
and balance 
sheet for 
each year.

Report of 
the members.

Audit of 
accounts.

Auditor’s
report.

Powers of 
auditor.



Dart II. (L e g a l ) —  CEYLON GOV'T. GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY —  A p r il  15, 1046$36

Annual accounts 
with reports o f 
members and 
auditor to be 
transmitted to 
Governor.

Publication 
of accounts.

Returns,
information,
etc.

Service of 
notices, etc.

Authentication 
of documents 
served or 
issued by Board.

-Regulations.

accounts, vouohers, and any other documents and papers 
whioh he may deem necessary, and may require any person 
holding or accountable for any such books, deeds, contracts, 
accounts, vouchers, documents or papers to appear before 
him at any such audit and examination or adjournment 
thereof, and to make and sign a declaration in respeot of the 
same.

(2) If any person neglects or refuses to produce any book, 
deed, contraot, account, voucher, document or papers, or to 
make or sign any declaration when required to do so under 
sub-section (1), he shall be guilty of an offence.

50. The Board shall, on receipt of the auditor’s report in 
eaoh year, transmit such report together with the profit and 
loss account and the balance sheet to which such report 
relates, and the report of the members under section 46, to the 
Governor.

51. The profit and loss account and the balance sheet shall 
be published in the Gazette together with the whole or with 
portions of the reports transmitted under section 50, as the 
Governor may determine.

PART VI.
Su pplem en tary  provision s , reg u la tio n s , e to .

52, The Board may, for the purposes of the preparation or 
execution of any development scheme, by notice require any 
person to furnish such returns or information relating to the 
title of that person to any land or structure to which the 
scheme applies or is to apply, or to the rent, if any, paid to 
or by that person for any such land or structure, or to such 
other matters affeoting any such land or structure as may be 
-within the knowledge of the person to whom the notice is 
sent.

53. (1) Any notipe, order, claim, instrument or other 
document required by or under this Ordinance to be served 
on any person may be served—

(а) by delivering it to that, person ; or
(б) by leaving it at the usual or last known place of abode

of that person, or, in the case of a company, by 
leaving it at the registered office of the company ; or

(c) by sending it by post addressed'to that person at his 
usual or last known place of abode, or, in the case 
of a company, to the registered office of the company.

(2) Any document whioh is served in accordance with any 
of the provisions of sub-section (1) shall be deemed to have 
been duly served on the person to whom it is addressed.

(3) Any notice, claim, instrument or other dooument 
required by or under this Ordinance to be served on or sent 
or transmitted to the Board shall be deemed to be duly served, 
sent or transmitted if it is delivered at, or sent by post to, 
the office of the Board or to the Chairman of the Board.

54. ’ Any notice or other document required or authorised 
by or under this Ordinance to be served'or issued by the 
Board shall be deemed to be sufficiently authenticated if it 
is signed by the Chairman of the Board or by some other 
officer of the Board authorised in that behalf by the Chairman.

55. (1) The Executive Committee may make regulations 
for the purpose of carrying, out the provisions and giving 
effect to the principles of this Ordinance.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the powers 
conferred by sub-section (1), the Executive Committee may 
make regulations for or in respect of all or any of the following 
matters:—

(а) all matters stated or .required in this Ordinance to be
prescribed or in respect of which regulations are 
authorised or required by this Ordinance to be made ;

(б) the particulars and estimates which should be prepared
by the Board in connection with draft development 
schemes; -

(c) appeals under this Ordinance, including the time within
which such appeals shall be preferred and the fees 
payable upon such appeals ;(d) the time and mode of recovery, whether summary or
otherwise, of any instalment due in respect of any 
property under section 28 or of any expenses referred 
to it in seotion 18 (3) or seotion 61 (2);

(e) all matters connected with or incidental to the matters
specifically referred to in this sub-section.
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(3) No regulation shall have effect until it has been approved 
by the State Council and ratified by the Governor. Notifica­
tion of such approval and ratification shall be published in 
the Gazette.

(4) Upon the publication in the Gazette of a notification 
to the effect that a regulation made by the Executive Com­
mittee has been approved by the State Council and ratified

' by the Governor, that regulation shall be as valid and effectual 
as if it were herein enacted.

56. (1) The Governor may, by Order published in the Gazette, dissolve the Board established by this Ordinance.
(2) With effect from the date on which the Order dissolving 

the Board is published in the Gazette under sub-section (1)—
(а) the Council shall be the successor of the Board for the

purposes of this Ordinance;
(б) all the property of the Board, whether movable or

immovable, shall be deemed to be transferred to the 
Council;

(c) all the property, movable or immovable, which at any
time after that date would have vested or re-vested 
in the Board under this Ordinance if the Board had 
not been dissolved, shall vest or re-vest, as the case 
may be, in the Council;(d) all moneys deolared by or under this Ordinance to be
payable into or out of the fund of the Board shall, 
be deemed, as the case may be, to be payable into or 
out of the fund of the Council;

(«) all the rights, debts, liabilities and obligations of the 
Board shall be deemed to be transferred to the 
Council; and

(/) all the powers, functions and duties vested in, assigned 
to or imposed on the Board by or under this Ordi­
nance shall be deemed to be vested in, assigned to 
or imposed on the Council.

57. (1) Every person who, on or after the'date on which 
any development scheme comes into operation for any special 
area—

(a ) executes any work or does any act, or causes or permits
any work or act to be executed or done in or upon or 
in relation to any land or structure in that area ; or(b) uses any land or structure in that area, or causes or
permits such land or structure to be used,

in contravention of any provision of that scheme shall be 
guilty of an offence.

(2) Every pesson who—
(a ) knowingly makes any false or incorrect statement in

any application, return or other dooument made or 
furnished under or for the purposes of this Ordinance 
or of any development scheme ; or

(b) fails or refuses to furnish any- information or return
required by or under this Ordinance to be furnished 
by him; or

(c) fails or refuses to produce to the Board for the purpose
of inspection any document required by the Board 
in connection with the preparation or execution of 
any development scheme ; or(d) resists or obstructs any person in the exercise, discharge
or performance of any power, function or duty 
conferred or imposed upon that person by or under 
this Ordinance,

shall be guilty of an offence.

58. (1) Every officer or servant of the Board who, except 
with written permission given by or on behalf of the Board—

(«) at any time prior to the publication in the Gazette 
of a notice under section 13 (1) in respect of any 
draft development scheme prepared by-the Board, 
communicates any information to any person 
relating to the contents of the scheme ; or(b) at any time before any development scheme comes into 
operation, enters into or interests himself in any 
transaction for the purchase, lease, or disposal of 
any land or structure situated in the Bpecial area 
for which the scheme is prepared,

shall be guilty of an offence, and- shall, on conviction after 
summary trial before a magistrate, be liable to a fine nqt 
exceeding five hundred rupees or to imprisonment of either 
description for a term not exceeding three months, or to both 

' such fine and imprisonment.

Dissolution of 
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Penalty for 
offences.

•59. Save as otherwise provided in section 58, any person 
who commits an offence under this Ordinance shall, oh 
conviction after summary trial before a Magistrate, be liable 
to a fine not exceeding one thousand rupees, and in the case 
of a oontinuing offence to a further fine not exceeding fifty 
rupees for every day during which the offence continues.

No proceeding* 
except with 
written sanction 
of the Board.

60. No prosecution for an offence under this Ordinance 
shall be instituted in any court except with the written 
sanction of the Board.

Order by 
court for 
demolition 
of any work, 
etc.

61. (1) Where any person is convicted of an offence under 
this Ordinance by reason of his executing any work or causing 
or permitting the execution of any work in or upon or in 
relation to any land or structure in contravention of any 
provision contained in any development scheme for the time 
being in operation and applying to that land the Magistrate 
by whom such person is convicted may, on the application 
of the Board, make an order directing such person to alter, 
remove or demolish that work within such period as may be 
specified in the order.

(2) Where any person who is required to alter, remove or 
demolish any work by an order made by a Magistrate under 
sub-section (1) fails to do so within the period specified in the 
order, the Board may'cause suoh work to be altered, removed 
or demolished. All the expenses incurred by the Board 
in the alteration, removal or demolition of that work shall be 
a first charge on the property of that person, and may be 
recovered from that person in such manner as may be provided 
by regulation.

Disposal of 
fines.

62. Any fine imposed by any court under this Ordinance 
shall, when recovered, be paid by the court into the fund of 
the. Board.

Interpretation. 68, In this Ordinance, ( unless the context otherwise 
requires—

r

“ Council ” means the Colombo Municipal Council;
“ development scheme ” means any development scheme 

prepared under this Ordinance for any special 
area;

“ emergency powers ” means any power conferred by or 
under any defence regulation made under the 
Emergency Powers (Defence) Acts, 1939 and 1940, 
of the Imperial Parliament, as adapted, modified 
and extended to Ceylon by the Emergency Powers 
(Colonial Defence) Order in Council, 1939, and the 
Emergency Powers (Colonial Defence) (Amendment)
Order in Council, 1940 ;

“ Executive Committee ” means the Executive Committee 
of Local Administration;

“ Government Agent ” means the Government Agent of the 
Western Province or the' Assistant Government 
Agent of the revenue district of Colombo ;

“ land ” includes land covered with water and any right 
in or over land ;

“ Minister ” means the Minister for Local Administration ;
“ owner ” in relation to any land, includes the person for 

the time being receiving the rent of the land, whether 
on his own account or as agent or trustee for any 

" other person, or who would receive the rent if the 
land were let to a tenant; " 1

“ prescribed ” means prescribed by regulation;
“ regulation ” means a regulation made by the Executive 

Committee under this Ordinance ;
“ road ” means any public or private highway, street, 

carriage-way, cartway, lane or pathway, and 
includes— .
(а) any bridge, footway, pavement, kerb, grass

margin, roundabout, square, drain, embank­
ment or ditch belonging or appertaining to 
any road;

(б) any land adjoining a road which has been
reserved for the protection or benefit of the 
road, and.

(c) any land which has been marked off or reserved 
for the construction, widening, alteration or 
diversion of any road ;

“ special area ” means any area deolared to be a special 
area by Order made under section 2 ;

“  structure ” includes any building, wall, fence, excavation
or other erection or thing constructed pr erected in . 
or upon any land ;

“ town of Colombo ” means the area within the adminis­
trative limits of the Council.
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FIRST SCHEDULE.
(8E0TI0N 5.)

Provisions o f  
Land Acquisition 

Ordinance 
(Chapter 203)

Exceptions, modifications or 
amendments.

Section 2. For the definition o f “  Government Agent ” , 
there shall be susbstituted the following new 
definition :—

Sections 3, 4, 5, 
12 (3) and 44. 

Section 6.

‘ “  Government Agent ” means the Govern­
ment Agent of the Western Province 
or the Assistant Government Agent 
of the revenue district of Colombo ; ’ .

Shall not apply.

For the words “ The Government Agent 
shall thereupon cause ” , there shall be sub­
stituted the words ‘ ‘ Where the Government 
Agent is required by section 3 o f the Special 
Areas (Colombo) Development Ordinance to 
take order for the acquisition of any land, he 
shall cause ” .

Section 13. In  paragraph (c), the words “ the amount 
awarded for damages under section 4 ,”  shall 
be omitted.

Section 22. (1) In  paragraph (/) , for the words “  will be 
p u t ; or ” , there shall be substituted the words 
“ will be p u t ; ” .

(2) In paragraph (g), for the words “  under 
this Ordinance.” , there Shall be substituted 
the words “  under this Ordinance ; ” .

(3) Immediately after paragraph (g), there 
shall be inserted the following new para­
graphs :—

“  (h)  the income derived from any struc­
ture which has been certified by the 
Medical Officer o f Health of the 
Colombo Municipal Council to be 

.unfit for human habitation ;
( i )  any improvements made at the cost of 

the Government in, upon or in the 
proximity of the land which is to be 
acquired;

( j )  any improvements made in or upon such 
land, being improvements in respect 
o f which a person is not entitled, 
under section 7 o f the Special Areas 
(Colombo) Development Ordinance, 
to claim or receive compensation ; or

{k )  any temporary increase in the value of 
the land due to the expectation of a 
rise o f prices consequent upon the 
declaration of a special area under 
section 2 o f the Special Areas 
(Colombo) Development Ordinance 
or the preparation or coming into 
operation o f a development scheme 
under that Ordinance.” .

Section 38. ( 1 )  For alb the words from  the commence­
ment o f the section to “ When the amount - 
o f such compensation ” , there shall be sub­
stituted the words “  When the amount .of the - 
compensation ” .

(2) The' words “  and the said percentage ”  
shall be omitted.

(3) The words “  and percentage ”  wherever 
those words ocour colleotively, shall be 
omitted- _ - — - - - .....................

(4) For the words “  six per centum ” , there 
shall be substituted the words “ five per 
centum ” .

(6) The words "  or the percentage ”  shall be 
omitted.

(6) The words “  Percentage on market 
value to be allowed.” in the marginal note 
shall be omitted.

Seotion.42.

*

(1) For the words “ I f  the surveyor or any 
of his assistants or any person acting under his 
or their orders ” , there shall be substituted the 
words “  I f  the- Government Agent or arty 
person acting under his authority ” .

(2) In  the marginal note, for the words 
“  Surveyor or any person acting under his 
orders ” , there shall be substituted the words

Schedule.

“  Government Agent or any person aoting, 
under his authority ” . ,

In the Form A , for the words “  the Land
Acquisition Ordinance--------------- o f ---------------- ,
entitled ---------------  , ” , there shall be sub-
stituted the words “  the Land Acquisition 
Ordinance and the Special Areas (Colombo) 
Development Ordinance,’’.
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SECOND SCHEDULE.

(SECTION 11.)
1. The character, height and frontage line of structures and 

tlio spacing of structures.
2. The regulation and control o f the design and colour of 

structures, and of the materials of which structures m ay be built.
3. The access, egress and approaoh to or from structures, and 

the regulation of the arrangement of structures on any plot of 
land.

4. The regulation and control of the ereotion of temporary 
structures.

5. The splaying or setting back or rounding off of angles of 
the boundaries of land or structures in the interests of the 
public safety or the amenities of the neighbourhood.

6. The regulation of the objects which may be affixed to 
structures, and the authorisation of projections in front of 
building lines or of set-backs.

7. The area and extent of any ourtilage, including the size, 
shape, width and depth thereof.

8. The percentage of the area of any ourtilage which may be 
oovered by structures and the extent o f open spaces to be provided 
within any ourtilage.

9. The limitation of the number of structures of any specified 
description which may be constructed or erected in any specified 
area or on any specified extent of land.

10. The regulation and control of the use and occupation of 
buildings or of the letting out o f dwelling-houses in separate 
parts.

. 11 .  The demolition or alteration of structures which are 
inconsistent with any provision of any scheme or which are in­
sanitary, unhealthy, dangerous, or otherwise unfit for human 
habitation.

12. The prescribing o f standards o f fitness for dwelling- 
houses.

Objects and Reasons.
Before the war conditions of bad lay-out and obsolete' 

development existed in certain areas situated within the 
limits of the town of Colombo. No scheme, however, for the 
laying out afresh and re-development of such areas could be 
carried out in view of the large scale displacement of population 
and dislocation of industry which would have resulted.

When, however, during the war it became imperative in 
the interests of public safety that measures should be taken 
for the purpose of preventing any serious outbreak of fire as 

* a result of enemy action in some of those areas which were
particularly vulnerable to damage by fire, considerations 
such as the large scale displacement of population and the 
dislocation of industry were not allowed to stand in the way 
of the' creation of fire gaps in such areas. This was accom­
plished by requisitioning such areas under the defence regula­
tions and demolishing all buildings in such areas. Such 
areas therefore now consist of bare land.

As the areas in which fire gaps have been created are due 
tobe de-requisitioned, it is felt that the time is now opportune 
for the carrying ofit of a scheme for the laying out afresh and . 
e-development of such areas. It is therefore proposed that 

such areas together with land contiguous or adjacent thereto 
should be acquired by Government and vested in a Board 
specially established for the purpose of preparing and executing 
such a scheme. The object of this Bill is to enact the legislation 
necessary to give effect to that proposal.

* S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike,
Minister for Local Administration.

Colombo, April 3, 1946.

M IN U TE.

The following Draft of a proposed Ordinance is published for 
general information:—

L.D.— 0 .4 3 /44— M.L.A.— E.B. 117 (2).
An Ordinance to amend the Motor Car Ordinance,

No. 45 of 1938.
BE it enacted by the Governor of Ceylon, with the advice 

and consent of the State Council thereof, as follows :—
Short title. 1. This -Ordinance may be cited as the Motor Car 

Amendment Ordinance, No. of 1946.
Amendment of 
section 32 of 
Ordinance 
No. 45 of 1938.

2. Section 32 of the Motor Car Ordinance, No. 45 of 1938, 
(hereinafter referred to as “ the principal Ordinance ”) is 
hereby amended in sub-section (4) thereof, by the substitution 
for the words “ His Majesty ”, of the words “ His Majesty, 
or belonging to the Government of the United States of 
America or such other foreign State as the Governor may 
from time to time specify by notification published in the Gazette. ”.
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3, Section 162 of the principal Ordinance is hereby 
amended in the proviso to sub-section (1), by the substitution 
in paragraph (a) of that proviso, for the words “ His Majesty; 
or ”, of the words “ His Majesty, or belonging to the 
Government of the United States of America or such other 
foreign State as the Governor may from time to time specify 
by notification published in the Gazetteor

Objects and Reasons.
The object of Clause 2 of this Bill is to amend section 32 

of the Motor Car Ordinance, No. 45 of 1938, so as to exempt 
from licence duty motor cars belonging to the Government 
of the United States of America, or of any other foreign 
State which the Governor may specify by notification 
published in the Gazette. By the amendment set out in 
Clause 3 of the Bill provision is also made for the exemption 
of such motor cars from registration fees under that 
Ordinance.

S. W. R. D. B a n d a r a k a ik e , 
Minister for Local Administration.

Colombo, April 5, 1946.

Amendment of 
section 162 
o f the 
principal 
Ordinance.
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