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FOREWORD
The Sri Lanka National Library Services. Board 

inaugurated the book promotion scheme in mid 1984 
with the objective of promoting the book publishing 
industry in Sri Lanka, and making available more reading 
material for the public thereby providing meaningful 
library services in the country.

As in most other developing countries Sri Lanka has 
been acutely suffering from ‘Book hunger’. We have 
been witnessing an alarming decrease of local book 
publishing during the last couple of decades. Although 
many attempts have been made by a number of 
organisations and institutions to improve the state of 
publishing, substantial results have not been obtained.

Sri Lanka National Library Services Board as the 
premier library institution in the country was concerned 
about this situation. National libraries all over the world 
play an important role in assisting the publishing industry 
in their respective countries.

In 1984 SLNLSB identified two basic problems in 
the local publishing industry, namely the high production 
cost which discouraged publishers as well as authors, 
and the shrinking local book market. Though they have 
been identified separately they are interconnected 
problems. The high production cost automatically 
increases the cost of the publication. The result is 
obviously a reluctant buyer and a frustrated publisher. 
Only works of a few popular authors bring any profit 
to the publishing industry. In most instances publishers 
have had to wait a number of years before they were 
able to recover their investment. This obviously 
discourages them from publishing financially ‘risky’ books 
which happen to be in most cases books of academic 
value.

Sri Lanka National Library Services Board stepped 
into the book publishing field, at this juncture, the  
Board believed that, if the Board could purchase at 
least the minimum number of copies .of a printed book, 
the value, of which would cover the cost of production 
of that book, authors, writers, and publishers would no 
longer consider it a risk to undertake printing and 
publishing a book. On this rationale the Board offered 
the author or the prospective publisher of an approved 
manuscript to purchase one thousand copies of the 
printed book or copies to value of Rs. 25,000 whichever 
is the lesser.

The strategy- produced instantaneous results. When 
the Board announced the project the response of 
authors and publishers was remarkable. They agreed 
that the risk will be eliminated if the Board launched 
the proposed scheme of assistance. The Board did 
launch the project in July 1984.

The following pages contain a catalogue of books 
printed and published under this schbme. 175 books 
are described in this catalogue, some of which have 
been selected as best product, best book of the year, 
and so forth:— ----------- -- ~  -

We are happy not only because we have assisted 
in the production of 175 new titles but also that we

launched a concrete scheme which can grow hand in 
hand with the new National Library. We believe that 
we have considerable influence in creating momentum 
in the local publishing industry through this project. 
During the last two years we have witnessed a dramatic 
increase of small publishers. There may be a number 
of causes for this but the SLNLSB’s book promotion 
scheme is certainly one of the causes.

The Sri Lanka National Library Services Board is 
looking forward to more and broader cooperation with 
the local publishing industry in the future. We hope to 
produce more important books with*the assistance of 
authors and publishers. Our final goal is a thriving 
publishing industry, better libraries and a well informed 
public.

We are grateful for the support given by the Ministry 
of Education, the Ministry of Education Services, National 
Book Development Council, the members of the-reading 
panel and the members of the advisory committees of 
the Board, in making this project what it is.

This catalogue is prepared in three .parts: the main 
section classified by subject and individual works under 
each subject arranged by authors’ names. Subjects 
are broadly designated and an entry for a book contains, 
author’s name, title, place of publication, publisher or 
place of printing and printer’s name, date of publication, 
pagination, price and a short annotation describing the 
contents of the book. Two indexes are provided as a 
means of locating authors and their works and publishers 
and printers who participated in the project. The indexes 
are produced in both Sinhala and English in order that 
a wider reading public, national and foreign, will make 
use of the information provided. This is also the reason 
for the catalogue to be designed basically as an English 
medium publication. It is hoped that Unesco and other 
international organisations as well as the Government 
of Sri Lanka and other local interests in book development 
will find this publication a useful information source on 
the Book Development Project of the National Library 
Services Board.

The publication of this catalogue was initiated and 
supported by Mr.S. Atukorale, Chairman .of the Board. 
The Deputy Director Mr. Upali Amarasiri, Indivari 
Munasinghe, Amara Nanayakkara, Nelson Pieris, 
Shamini Senaratne, Ranjini Liyanage, Chitra
Swarnalatha, Tamara Abeygunaratna and Srima Lilahi 
Katugampola assisted me in the compilation. Typescript 
was prepared by G.W. Ariyadasa. I wish to acknowledge 
the interest with which they cooperated in this work. 
Mr. Susiri de Silva of the Sarvodaya Vishva Lekha 
deserves a special word of thanks for designing and 
printing the catalogue at such short notice that any 
other would have politely declined.

N. Amarasinghe
DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL LIBRARY 

SERVICES

17.7.86.
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BUDDHISM

General160. Jayasexera, U.D.
Buddhist wisdom / by U.D. Jayasekera. - 
fDehiwala) : Sridevi Printing Works, 1984. - [viii], 92 p.: ill ; 21 cm. Rs. 50.00
A collection of 10 essays on Buddhist way 
of life as applicable to observants of Vesak.
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A discussion of Buddhist revival covering the 
period 17th cent, to 18th century. Based on 
thesis presented to the University of London 
for Ph.D. 1968. Bibliography p. 157-159.

ECONOMICS
164, Wesumperuma, Dharmapriya

Indian immigrant plantation workers in Sri 
Lanka : A historical perspective 1880 - 1910 
/ by Dharmapriya Wesumperuma. - (Kelaniya) 
: Vidyalankara Press, 1986.-xx, 325 p.: Maps, 
tables; 24 cm. Rs 200.00.
A history of Indian plantation workers and 
the consequent change of Sri Lankan economy 
to an export economy is discussed in this 
book. Originally the book was presented as 
a Ph. D. dissertation to the University of 
London under the title Migration and conditions 
of immigrant labour in Ceylon, 1880 - 1910. 
Bibliography pp. 307 ; 315.

SPORTS

165. Herat, Gwen
Tomorrow’s Cricketer / by Gwen Herat.- 
(Colombo 10) : Samayawardhana Press, 
1986.-119 p.. ill.,2 plates; 21 cm. Rs. 30.00.
Deals with various aspects of the game ranging 
from the mental approach to the different 
departments of the game such as bowling, batting etc.

LITERATURE

Poetry
166. Perera. M. D. R.

The rime of Vessantara / by M. D. R. Perera; 
ill. by A. Herath. [Colombo]: State Printing 
Corporation, 1985. - [viii], 54 p. ill, 26cm. 
Rs. 48.00
The Vessantara Jatakaya retold in ballad 
form. 28 illustrations by A. Herath. Reminiscent 
of ‘Ancient Mariner'. The illustrations are based 
on traditional temple paintings.

167. Ranasinghe, Anne
Against eternity and darkness / by Anne 
Ranasinghe. - (Colombo, 105, Hultsdorp Stre
et), Samanala, 1985. - [x], 110 p.; 22 c.m. Rs. 48.00
109 Poems under 5 titles: This one and only 
time, The face of God, Holocaust, A lamp 
in my window, Against eternity and darkness. 
Introduction by Lakshmi de Silva.

Drama
168. Wijesingha, Rajiva

Electra / by Rajiva Wijesingha. - Colombo 
14; Literary Publications (Pvt.) Ltd, 1986. - vi, 65p.; 22 cm. Rs.

This play written in 1970 is based on the 
famous Greek story of Electra who took rev
enge for the murder of her father Agamemnon. 
The radio play was banned in 1971. In 1985 
it was broadcast over SLBC.

' Short stories
169. Seneviratne, Maureen

Mists on a lake - A collection of short stories/ 
by Maureen Seneviratne. - Colombo, Swastika, 
1984. - [iv], 67 p.; 19 cm. Rs. 24.00
Short stories. The Christmas Tree, The Bundle, 
The Pink Glass Jug, Awakening, The Opal, 
The Blue Dress, In Grandfather’s Garden.

Novels
170. De Mel, Lai Premanath

The miracle makers / by Lai Premanath De 
Mel; Translated by Dr. Sunanda Mahendra. - 
(Gangodawila) 37, Sri Soratha Mawatha: 
(Taranjee prints) 1985.-[vi], 90 p.: ill.; 18 cm. 
Rs. 21.00.
The story of Palitha, the boy who first thought 
of diverting the waters of Ginganga upto 
Kataragama. This is a translation of the author's 
nqvel Apuru Yaluvo, which won the state 
prize for the best creative work.

171.. Goonewardene, James
Dream time river / by James Goonewardene. - 
Colombo: Goonewardene, Morris & Vaughton, 
1984. - viii, 188 p.; 21 cm. Rs. 125.00

172. Wickramasinghe, Martin
The way of the lotus viragaya / by Martin 
Wickramasinghe; translated by Ashley Halpe. 
- Dehiwala: Tisara Prakasakayo, 1985 - [vi], 
173 p.; 21 cm. Rs. 75.00.
An English translation of Viragaya.

173. Wickramasinghe, P. H.
As the stars foretold : A novel of Ceylon / by 
P.H. Wickramasinghe.- (16, Lauries Rd., 
Colombo 4 ): Sam Printers, 1984. - [ii], 91 p.; 21 cm. Rs 30.00.
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The story of the family of a clerk who rose 
to the high position of a Minister of State, 
the eldest daughter marrying an Englishman 
at Cambridge where she studied after esca
ping from a proposed marriage by parents at 
home. The whole episode turns out to be a 
series of events as determined by stars 
foretold by the family astrologer.

HISTORY

174. Gunasinghe, P.A.T.
The Tamils of Sri Lanka: their .history and 
role / by P.A.T Gunasinghe.- (Colombo: H.W. 
Cave) 1985.- [vii], 125p.:maps; 22 cm. Rs. 
30.00.
The objective of this work is to dispel the 
recent propaganda spread by Tamil terrorists 
“that the original inhabitants of the country 
were Tamils, that the culture of the country 
predominantly is Tamil and that the Sinhalese 
were later invaders who are now oppressing 
the original Tamil population of the country." 
The author disputes some of the ‘ethnic 
biased histories’ written about Tamils and Sri 
Lankans in the history of Sri Lanka and their 
influence on administrative, military and com
mercial affairs are discussed.

175. Seneviratne, Maureen
Some facets of Sri Lanka / by Maureen Sene
viratne. - Colombo (329, Dam St.,): Swastika, 
1985. - [viii], 79 p.; 21 cm. Rs. 30.00.
A collection of articles on the author’s travels 
in Sri Lanka created for the programme ‘Facets 
of Sri Lanka’ broadcast over the S.L.B.C.
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BOARD PUBLICATIONS

Amarasinghe, N. Comp. & ed.
A Catalogue of Postgraduate Theses: available in 
the University and Special Libraries of Sri Lanka / 
Compiled and edited by N. Amarasinghe. -  Colombo 
07: Sri Lanka National Library Services Board, 1982.
-  [VIII], 105p.; 24 cm.

Amarasiri, Upali Comp.
Directory of Technical Institute Libraries in Sri Lanka 
/ Compiled by Upali Amarasiri. -  Colombo 07; Sri 
Lanka National Library Services Board, 1981. -  
63p.: 1map, diagrams; 35 cm.

Amarasiri, Upali Comp.
Directory of Technical Institute Libraries in Sri Lanka 
/ Compiled by Upali Amarasiri. -  2nd edition. -  
Colombo 07: Sri Lanka National Library Service? 
Board, 1986. / 49p.; 35 cm.

Eighth Commonwealth Education Ministers Conference 
Commonwealth Literature: An exhibition 
of a selected list of titles on the occasion of the 
eighth Commonwealth Education Ministers’ 
Conference at the Bandaranaike Memorial 
International Conference Hall from 5th to 13th August 
1980. -  Colombo 07: Sri Lanka National Library 
Services Board, 1980. -  [II], 35p.; 29 cm.

Folk Lore News: A publication of the folk arts
centre of the National Library Services Board, Sri 
Lanka, in collaboration with the Institute of National 
Studies and Research, ed. by N. Amarasinghe.
-  Colombo 07: National Library Services Board.
[No.2] 1986. Occassional. 

ep®d8 S ,  c s338
255© @2553023301 ©3025 6320 23363iCf 9825525330 / C£33S  
ep® 0 8 5  § 8 2 8 .- 2 ©255 § g « 6ca.- ©2533© ®  0 7 : 002533

8328255 9825525330 @8©3 ©®s?6) 0 c3, 1985 .- 8 . X I I I ,  
97 ; @63© 2 1 .

253L®Q)Cf, S -
2^©)3 2S330 ©253 Cf3C32532S5 9825525330 /  S .  @8 . 253i©S)(^  

§ 8 28 ; 63 S S d  255 253 03: 8 . 3 .  3 .  q 3€ 6@8253 6  § 8 28 .-  
@2533©® 0 7 : <g 0o  2533 8328253 9825525330 @8©3
®€«?6)0O3, 1 9 8 6 .-  8 . [V I ] ,8 4 ; @63© 2 1 .

3 .  @8 . 253i©o)8®crf “ S m a ll T e c h n ic a l L ib r a r ie s ”
2S3a28@8 8 o£550 230© 02552S5o3 8 .

GQ€6 @82S30, £)2536330
§g253 9§2530«6c3: 6p 3^2825303255 63^603 28c3f}©28 /  
£>2536330 C!Q€65@82S3d § 8 28 .-  @2533©® 0 7 : <§ 0 o 2553 
8328253 9825525330 @8© 3  ®@3£>qcs, 1 9 8 3 .-  8 . V , 
109 : § 23, §25523255 3 ; @es© 21 .

3 §  gCO® ©0(82530®£>c3.- @2533©® 0 7 : (§ 0o2533 8328253 
9825525330 @8© 3  ®'@s?6)0c3, 1 9 7 7 . - 8 . [ I I ] ,18; 
@es© 29.

3 §  geo® © d(82S3d-e6 c3: 16 ©253 e3o82530€68

('3 © 253 e3303oCOcS).- 2 © 253 §g«rac3.- @2533©® 07: 
0o2S33 9825525330 @8©3 1979.- 8 . [V ],
30; @63© 21.

@2533 © 632S5, @ 8 © 8
y. 9825525330 S)0cs: 9825325330033863 28 255©ca 8 § 6)^

255© <£0032550325$ /  @8© 8  @2533@e3255 § 828. -63 Q 
© d25525503 €. 8 . 6^30. @63@003 § 828. - @2533©® 07: 
<g 002533 8328253 9825525330 @8©3 ®€S?E>0 c3, 1986.- 
8 . [V II],132; @es© 21.

@ 8 © 8  @ 2553©e32rf@crf “ Library pow er ; A  new 
philosophy o f  librarian ship” g2s5d@8 Soeo0 
230S0255255C38.

9825525330 9©a25$2S.- @2533©® 07: C§ 0o2S33 8328253
9825525330 @8©3 ®«6?£>0c3; @e3© 28.

9825525330 2S3S25)c3© 6p<£30 @<£c8o3, §@ $ 8c3  @8©3,
Q Q  e3©es32s5, 9©2S, 9©e5 5553 ©30255a gpa ĉs cpt23)©255© 
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Havelock Road, Colombo 5.

26. Lake House Investments, Colombo 2.
27. Lassana Mudrana Shilpiyo saha 

Prakashakayo. 183 A, Avissawella Road, 
Wellampitiya.

28. Literary Publications 
(Pvt.) Ltd., Colombo 14.

29. Lotus Process, 758/7, Baseline Road, 
Colombo 9.

30. Mahendra, Seeta, Nugegoda.*
31. Matara Velendo, Matara.
32. Mayura Printers, 350/5, Kotikawatte, 

Angoda.
33. Mayura Printers, 354/11, Kotikawatte, 

Angoda.
34. Namal Mudrana saha Prakashana,

251, Pepiliyana, Boralesgamuwa.
35. Navamaga Mudranalaya, Dehiwala.
36. Nirmani Mudrana Shilpeehu,

110/11,A, Jubilee Mawatha, Nugegoda.
37. Pahan Prakashana, 2, Dharmarama 

Mawatha, Walpola, Matara.
38. Palansuriya, 33, Peer Saibu Veediya, 

Colombo.
39. Palihawadana, D.M., 38, De Mel Road, 

Lakshapatiya, Moratuwa.
40. Piyavi Poth Prakashakayo,

47, Devala Road, Pagoda, Nugegoda.
41. Prabuddha Prakashakayo,

217, Kesbewa Road, Boralesgamuwa.
42. Pradeepa, Colombo 12.
43. Print and Print Graphics, Colombo.
44. Pubudu Mudrana Shilpiyo, Colombo 10.
45. Ranatunga, W.S., Teachers Training College 

Nittambuwa.
46. Ranjini Printing Works, 155, Dehiwala Road, 

Maharagama.
47. Ratuwitana Printers, Siddhamulla,

Piliyandala.
48. Saara Prakashana, 94/1, Athurugiriya 

Road, Kottawa.
49. Samagi Prakashakayo, Colombo.
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50. Samanala Prakashakayo saha 62. Supra Printers, Angunawela. Peradeniya.
Mudrana Shilpiyo, 120, Naramminiya Road, 
Waragoda, Kelaniya. 63. Susitha Industrial Printers, 1334, Kotte Road, 

Rajagiriya.
51. Samanala, 105, Hultsdorp Street, Colombo 12.

64. Swastika, 329, Dam Street, Colombo 12.
52. Samayawardena, 53, Maligakanda Road, /)Maradana, Colombo 10. ' 65. Tharanji Printers, 37, Sri Soratha Mawatha, 

Gangodawila, Nugegoda.
53. Sam Printers, 16, Lauries Road, 

Colombo 4. 66. Tilaka Mudranalaya, 4, Shopping Complex, 
Bandarawela.

54. Sheela Printing Works, 305, Leo Mawatha, 
Sinharamulla, Kelaniya. 67. Tilaka Mudrana Shilpiyo, 22, Khemananda 

Mawatha, Ratnapura.
55. Sirikatha Nava Mudrana Shilpayathanaya, 

Pannipitiya. 68. Tilakasiri, Saman, 494/1, Rajagiriya Road, 
Rajagiriya.

56. Siri Printers, Moratumulle, Moratuwa.
69. Tirumahal Press, Chunnakam.

57. Speed Printers, 839, Maradana Road, 
Colombo 10. 70. Tisara Prakashakayo, 135, Kohuwala, Dehiwala.

58. Sri Devi Printing Works, 71. Ubesiri, Harriet, 38, Elius Place,
27, Pepiliyana Road, Nedimala, Dehiwala. Colombo 10.

59. Sri Lanka Jatika Samupakara Mandaleeya 72. Vidura Vidya Prakashakayo, Rajagiriya.
Mudranalaya, 455, Galle Road, Colombo 3.

73. Vidyalankara Press, Kelaniya.
60. State Printing Corporation, Colombo.

74. Vidyananda Mudranalaya, 19, New Moors Road,
61. Suhada Prakashakayo, Nugegoda. Colombo 12.
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