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SR I LAtiKA NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICES BOARD

ADMINISTRATION REPORT 
1985

Prepared in terms of section 19(1) fcxr) of the Library Services 
Board Act, No. 17 of 1970.

Policy and Administrative Changes

The policy and aims of the Sri Lanka National 
Library Services Board is to maintain a Library and an 
Academic Information Service co-ordinating the Sefebol 
Library Service in the island and to set up a National 
Library as to apex while assisting the development of 
libraries in Schools, Higher Educational Institutions* 
Government Departments, Corporations and other institutions

i

in the Island.
i , •

/
The 09 members due to the appointed by the 

Hon. Minister of' Education in termg of section 2 of the 
Sri Lanka National Library Services Board, Act No. 17 of 
1970, were duly appointed by 1st January 1985. On 21 February 
1985 Mr. M. J.. Perera resigned his membership and Dr. { Mrs.) 
Tilokesundari Kariyawasam was appointed instead, on 19 March 
1985. Thereafter the Board remained unchanged till 31st 
December 1985.

By 31st December 1985 the membership of the Board
»consisted as follows? ■ . ' ■t ,• . .

1. fefcr. S . Athukorale
2. Mr. G.P.S.H. De Silva
3. Mr.. Edmund Ranasinghe .
4. Ur. {Mrs.) T. Kariyawasam
5. Mr. R. A.. Dharmasena !

-j...

- Chairman 
Member 
Member 
Member
Member appointed 
by the Hon. Minister
of Education.
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6 .  M r .  B .  L i y i n a m a n a

7 .  M r .  D a y a w a n s . a  J a y a k o d y

/,

8 .  M r .  H .  P .  S i r i w a r d e n a

9 .  M i s s  C l o d a g h  N e t h s i n g h e

. * 

G e n e r a l l y  0 8  m e e t i n g s
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t h i s  y e a r .  M r .  S a m a n  T i i a k a s i r i  w h o  w a s  o n  t h e  E d i t o r i a l  s t a f f  
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B y  3 1 s t  D e c e m b e r  1 9 8 5  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  B o a r d  c o n ^
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C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  B u i l d i n g
i . . «  .■

• . t . i

r : ' A l t h o u g h  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  s u m  o f  R s .  5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 / =  

f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e ' N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  B u i l d i n g  t h i s  

y e a r ,  w a s  h a n d e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  B u i l d i n g s  D e p a r t m e n t ,  t h e  

• •  c o n t r a c t o r  f a i l e d  t o  f i n i s h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  h a n d  o v e r  t h e  

b u i i l d i n g .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  w h i c h  w a s  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  c o m p l e t e d  

b y  ^ 9 8 6  w a s  e s t i m a t e d  t o  c o s t '  R s . .  ■ 3 8 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 / =  o u t  

o f  t h i s  s u m  R s .  3 8 , 1 2 1 , 3 J B 7 / =  w a s  e x p a n d e d  o n  t h e  w o r k

a l r e a d y  c o m p l e t e d  b y  3 1 / 1 2 / 1 9 8 5 .
■ ’ .  •

P r o f e s s o r  M i c h a e l  B r a w n e y  t h e  s p e c i a l i s t  A r c h i t e c t  

o f  t h e - U N E S C O , w h o  p l a n n e d - t h e  b u i l d i n g  c a m e  o v e r  t o  S r i  L a n k a  

t h i s  - y e d s 5’-W t f S s e  t h e  E n g i n e e r s  a n d  O f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  

B u i l d i n g  D e p a r t m e n t  o n . v a r i o u s  t e c h n i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w h i c h

a r o s e  i t i . t h e  c o u r s e  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  H i s  s e r v i c e s  w e r e• * < , » * •
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o b t a i n e d  u n d e r  t h e  U N E S C O  - a i d  s c h e m e .
/

A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  d e l a y  i n  c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  

B u i l d i n g  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  w a s  t o  a  c e r t a i n  

e x t e n t  h a m p e r e d .

N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  B o o k  C o l l e c t i o n

O n  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  

C o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  b u i l d  u p  o f  t h e  B o o k  C o l l e c t i o n  w a s  

c o n t i n u e d  t h i s  y e a r  t o o  w i t h o u t  a n y  i n t e r r u p t i o n .  R a r e  

b o o k s  a n d  c o l l e c t i o n s  w e r e  s u b m i t t e d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  t h i s
t

y e a r  t o o  f o r  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l i s t  c o m m i t t e e s  

a p p o i n t e d  t o  a s s e s s  a n d  v a l u e  r a r e  b o o k s  t o  b e  b o u g h t .  I t  

h a s  b e e n  a  c o n s t a n t  e n d e a v o u r  t o  p u r c h a s e  a r t  l e a s t  o n e  c o p y  

o f  e v e r y  b o o k  w h i c h  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  o f  s o m e  i m p o r t a n c e ,  

t o  s o m e  p e r s o n  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p u r c h a s e  

o f  b o o k s ,  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  d e v i s e s  s u c h  a s  e x c h a n g e  o f  b o o k s  

w i t h  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s ,  r e c e i v i n g  o f  b o o k s  a s  g i f t s ,  

p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  b o o k s  a n d  d o c u m e n t s  r e j e c t e d  b y  l i b r a r i e s ,  

o b t a i n i n g  o f  p h o t o  c o p i e s  o f  b o o k s  o f  w h i c h  o r i g i n a l  c o p i e s  

a r e  h a r d  t o  o b t a i n ,  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  u n w r i t t e n  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d v . 

f o l k  l i t e r a t u r e  w e r e  a d o p t e d  t o  e n r i c h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  

C o l l e c t i o n .  R e .  5 6 2 , 7 3 5 . 0 0  w e r e  s e n t  o u t  f o r  1 2 9  l o c a l  a n d  

f o r e i g n  o r d e r s .  T h e  r e l e v a n t  b o o k s  w e r e  s t i l l  c o m i n g  

i n  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r .  .

B y  3 1 . 1 2 . 1 9 8 5 ,  2 0 2 7  b o o k s ,  1 0 6  c a s s e t t e s ,  8 2  

d i s c s  . a n d  5 2  p e r i o d i c a l  t i t l e s  w e r e  a c q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

L i b r a r y .  W h e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  N a t i g n a l  * 

L i b r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n  a s  a  w h o l e - s p e c i a l  e n d e a v o u r s  w e r e  ' 

m a d e  t o  p u r c h a s e  m o r e  o f  v a r i o u s  b o o k s  r e l e v a n t  f o r  S r i  

L a n k a  w h i c h  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  a n d  i s  b e i n g  

p u b l i s h e d  a n d  a l s o  b o o k s  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e :  t h i r d  w o r l d  

c o u n t r i e s ,  c o o k s  o n  T h e r a v a d a  a n d  M a h a y a n a  B u d d h i s m  a n d  

b o o k s  o n  v a r i o u s  r a c e s  a n d  c u l t u r e s .
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L e g a l  D e p o s i t

U n d e r  t h e  1 9 7 6  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t i l e -  P r i n t e r s  a n d  \

P u b l i s h e r s  o r d i n a n c e  o f  1 8 8 5  n e a r l y  6 3 7 5  b o o k s  s u p p l i e d*
b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  G o v e r n m e n t  A r c h i v e s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  

f o r  d e p o s i t  i n  t h e  L i b r a r y ,

W h i l e  a  c o p y  o f  e v e r y  n e w s p a p e r  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  

I s l a n d ,  w a s  r e c e i v e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s c h e m e ,  t h e  w o r k  o f  s y s t e 

m a t i c a l l y  f i l i n g  t h e m  c o n t i n u e d  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .

U N E S C O  P u b l i c a t i o n  L i b r a r y

.10  -

T h e  U N E S C O  p u b l i c a t i o n  c o l l e c t i o n  w h i c h  i s  

c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a  s p e c i a l  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  S r i  L a n k a  N a t i o n a l  

L i b r a r y  w a s  c o n t i n u e d  t h i s  y e a r  t o o .  A t -  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  a r e  

5 4 8 8  b o o k s  i n  t h i s  c o l l e c t - i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  

o f  p e r i o d i c a l s  w e r e  a l s o  r e c e i v e d .  B o o k s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  

M i n i s t r y  o f  F i n a n c e s  P l a n n i n g  t o o  w e r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  i t .  

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  p u r c h a s e  b o o k s  t o  t h e  v a l u e  o f '

- R s . 2 5 , 0 0 0 / =  f r o m .  L a k e  H o u s e  B o o k s h o p  a s  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  f r o m

unesco. : . '• *

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B o o k  E x c h a n g e  .

» ' > . .. 1 ■ ■ . ■ . . . .
B y  t h e  e n d  o f  1 9 8 5  t h e .  B o o k  E x c h a n g e  S e r v i c e  w a s

e x t e n d e d  t p  N o r w a y ,  G e r m a n y ,  K o r e a ,  S o v i e t  R u s s i a ,  C h i n a *

I n d i a , ,  D e n m a r k  a n d  S i n g a p o r e ,  T h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  b o o k s  s u p p l i e d

b y  t h e  B o a r d  u n d e r  t h i s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B o o k s  E x c h a n g e  S e r v i c e

w a s  R s .  2 8 7 4 8 * 5 0  a n d  S r i  L a n k a  i n  r e t u r n  r e c e i v e d - b o o k s  w o r t h

. a p p r o x i m a t e l y  R s .  3 3 , 8 4 9 , 5 3  f r o m  t h e  s a m e  c o u n t r i e s ,

1 ’• , • ' • '
F o l k  L i t e r a t u r e  ' ■ ■

• . . . v , i

. V L • ' ' ' . ’• ' ' " ■ ’ •
; * C o l l e c t i o n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  s t i l l '  : p r e v a l e n t  i n  f o l k

t r a d i t i o n . a n d  n o t  y e t  c o m m i t t e d ’ t o . w r i t i n g ^ w a s  c o n t i n u e d

w i t  t o u t , . a ^ b r e a . 3 ^  t h i s ,  y e a r  . . t o o . . .  . U i i s  . t a s k  t h e  s e r v i c e s

o f  M r . - w h o  i s  a  . s p e c i a l i s t  i a  t h i s  f i e l d
. ■ t . * >  ̂ *

w a s  o b t a i n e d  o n  a  c o n t r a c t  b a s i s  a n d - h i s  c o n t r a c t  o f
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s e r v i c e  l a s t e d  t i l l  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r .  B y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  

y e a r  h e  h a d  s u p p l i e d  a b o u t  6 6 7 5  p a g e s  o f  m a n u s e r i p t s  a n d  

c o m p o s i t i o n s .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e d  f o l k  t a l e s , f o l k  p o e t r y ,  c u s t o m s  

a n d  t r a d i t i o n s ,  b e l i e f s  a n d  w a r s h i p  , c u l i n a r y  h a b i t s ,  g o d s  

a n d  g o d e s s e s ,  a r t  o f  t a n k  c o n s t r u c t i o n s ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t r a d i 

t i o n s ,  v i l l a g e  n a m e s  a n d  b e e  k e e p i n g .

P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  B o o k  C o l l e c t i o n i

U n d e r  t h e  l o n g  t e r m  p r o g r a m m e  s t a r t e d  f o r  t h e  p r e s e r 

v a t i o n  o f  t h e  B o o k  C o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y ,  s e r v i c e s  

o f  b o o k  b i n d e r s  w i t h  s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  

r e p a i r i n g  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l ,  f o r m  o f  

v a l u a b l e  a n d  r a r e  b o o k s  w e r e  o b t a i n e d .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  . 

3 5 5 5  b o o k s  w e r e  b o u n d  a n d  h a n d e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  B o a r d .  A s  

t h e  s t o r e s  n o w  h o u s i n g  t h e  l i b r a r y  b o o k s  a n d .  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  

a r e  n o t  i n  a  f i t  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  s t o r a g e ,  i t  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  c o n t i n u e  t h i s  w o r k  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  u n t i l  t h e  w o r k  o n  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  , i s  o v e r  a n d  i t  i s  a i r  c o n d i t i o n e d .  B u t  a  s y s t e m a t i c  

p r o g r a m m e  i s  b e i n g  a d o p t e d  t o  p r o j e c t  t h e  b o o k s  f r o m  d u s t -  a n d :  

d a m a g e  b y  i n s e c t s .

* m h1 i
S r i  L a n k a  N a t i o n a l  B i b l i o g r a p h y

. r
T h e  S r i  L a n k a  N a t i o n a l  B i b l i o g r a p h y  w h i c h '  i n c l u d e s .  ':: 

d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o . f  b o o k s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  S r i  L a n k a ,  w a s  . 

p u b l i s h e d  t h i s  y e a r  t o o  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  1 9 8 4 / 3  w a s  s e p t  - 

t o  a l l  t h e  s u b s c r i b e r s .  1 9 8 5 / 1  w a s  e d i t e d  a n d  h a n d e d  o v e r 1' j f e o r  . 

p r i n t i n g  a n d  t h e  e d i t i n g  o f  t h e  1 9 8 5 / 2  f i l e  w a s  c o m p l e t e d . "

- * * i
j f t f e r n a t i o n a l  S t a n d a r d i s e d  B o o k  N u m b e r i n g  P r o j e c t s  . ' ’

A s  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  o f  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  w o r k  o n  t h e  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t a n d a r d i s e d  B o o k  N u m b e r i n g  P r o j e c t  w h i c h  

i s  p l a n n e d  t o  c o m m e n c e ,  t h i s  y e a r ,  a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w a s  s e n t '  o u t  

t o  g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  b o o k  p u b l i c a t i o n  f r o m  c o m m e r c i a l  

P P ^ l i s h e r s ,  T h i s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w a s  s e n t  t o  7 3  p u b l i s h e r s . ^ ,  

a n d  r e p l i e s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d "  o n l y  f r o m  2 5  o f  t h e m .



J o

C o n f e r e n c e s  S e m i n a r s  a n d  T r a i n i n g

.*
L i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n d u c t e d

b y  t h e  S r i  L a n k a  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s  B o a r d  w e r e  c o n t i -

n u e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  y e a r .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  1 9 8 5  t h e  B o a r d

w a s  b u s y  - o n  t h e  f i n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  P o s t a l  C o u r s e -  T h e

f i n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  . w a s  h e l d  a t  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  R e s e a r c h  a n d

T r a i n i n g  I n s t i t u t e  f r o m  0 9 . 0 3 . 1 9 8 5  t o  1 5 . 0 3 . 1 9 8 5 .  3 2

L i b r a r i a n s  s a t  t h e  t e s t .  T w o  c o u r s e s  w e r e  h e l d  i n  1 9 8 5  f o r

G r a d e  I I I  L i b r a r i a n s  i n  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  b o d i e s .  O n e  o f ' t h e m

w a s  a  f i v e  d a y  s e m i n a r  h e l d . a t  t h e  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  T r a i n i n g

a n d  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  a  t h r e e  d a y  s e m i n a r  h e l d

a t  t h e  R u r a l  L e a d e r s  T r a i n i n g  C e n t r e  a t  E m b i l i p i t i y a .  E a c h
,  •

. c o u r s e  w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y ,  3 5  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  T h e  K a n d y  c e n t r e  t o o  

c o n d u c t e d  s e v e r a l  i n :  s e r v i c e  l i b r a r y  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e s  f o r

t e a c h e r  l i b r a r i a n s .  5  s c h o o l  l i b r a r y  c o u r s e s  w e r e  h e l d  d u r i n g. , /
1 9 8 5 .  ■ 1 7 2  t e a c h e r  l i b r a r i a n s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  s e m i n a r  h e l d  i n  t h e  

B a h d a r a w e l a  E d u c a t i o n  D i s t r i c t s  1 5 0  a t t e n d e d  t h e  K a n d y
f

E d u c a t i o n a l  B i s t r i q t  S e m i n a r ,  a b o u t  7 5  a t t e n d e d  t h e  o n e  h e l d

i n  M a t a r a  E d u c a t i o n a l  D i s t r i c t  ■, a b o u t  7 5  t o  t h e  M i n u v a h g o d a

E d u c a t i o n  D i s t r i c t  S e m i n a r  a n d  a b o u t  7 5  t o  t h e  H o m a g a m a
. h - ■' '■ .

E d u c a t i o n a l  . D i s t r i c t  S e m i n a r .  A  t w o - d a y  s e m i n a r  w a s  h e l d  a t

t h e  S r i  L a n k a  F o u n d a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  s c i e n c e  

t e a c h e r  l i b r a r i a n s .  T h e  S r i  L a n k a '  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s  

B o a r d .  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f - t h e  S r i  L a n k a " *  P u b l i s h e r s  

A s s o c i a t i o n  h e l d  a  b n e ^ d a y _ s e m i n a r  a t  t h e  S r i  L a n k a  F o u n d a t i o n  

* I n s t i t u t e  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  c o p y r i g h t . A b o u t  s e v e n t y - f o u r  

p a r t i c i p a t e d *  ^ T h e - s e m i n a r  o n  c o m m u n i t y  p r o j e c t s  a r r a n g e d  b y  

t h e  B o o k  P u b l i s h e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  

E d u c a t i o n  U n i t ,  w a s  h e l d  a t ,  t h e  C o l o m b o  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  a u d i t o 

r i u m  o n  0 2 . 1 2 . 1 9 8 5 ;  T h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  D i r e c t o r ' s  I n t e r n a 

t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  w a s  h e l d ; a t .  t h e  B a n d a r a n a i k e  M e m o r i a l  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  H a l l  f r o m  1 8 . 1 1 . 1 9 8 5  u n d e r  t h e  

a u s p i c e s  o f ’ t h e  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s  B o a r d .
■ * i ■ .;■*

. n -  f : _ ■; ’■ V v

‘ f t f o l P f r y y  S e r v i c e s  a n d  v a r i o u s  b o o k  a i d s  u n d e r  t h e

- A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  ' g i f t  s e t s  o f  b o o k s  

c o n s i s t i n g  o f  1 1 7 7 9  . a n d .  w o r t h  . R s .  1 6 3 0 8 3 * 8 8  t o  v a r i o u s

L i b r a r y
m. ■ *r- j. ..,V>



l i b r a r i e s  u n d e r  t h e  L i b r a r y  A i d  S c h e m e .  T h e r e  w e r e  3 4  s c h o o l  

l i b r a r i e s ,  1 ?  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  a n d  7 0  o t h e r  l i b r a r i e s  a m o n g  

t h e m .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t  3 2 0  b o o k s  w o r t h  R s . 5 6 3 3 , 7 6  w e r e  

g i f t e d  t o  s i x  D i s t r i c t  P u b l i c ?  L i b r a r i e s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  

t h e  s t u d e n t s  o f .  t h e  O p e n  J n i v e r s i t y .

1 1  s e t s  o f  b o o k s  w e r e  g i f t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  r e l e v a n t  y e a r  

b y  t h e  K a n d y  C e n t r e  t o  0 3  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s ,  0 4  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  

a n d  0 2  m o d e l  v i l l a g e  l i b r a r i e s .  ' »

R a n f u r l y  S o o k  A i d  S c h e m e

O u t  o f  t h e  s t o c k  o f  b o o k s  s e n t  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  

t o  t h e  B o a r d  b y  t h e  R a n f u r l y  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e  o f  E n g l a n d ,  2 1 3 5  

b o o k s  w e r e  g i f t e d  t o  3 2  v a r i o u s  l i b r a r i e s .

B o o k . E x c h a n g e  S e r v i c e

T h e  m e m b e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  y e a r  1 9 8 5  o f  t h e  r r t e m b e r  

l i b r a r i e s  o f  C o l o m b o ,  K o t t e  a n d  K o l o n n a w a  w a s  r e n e w e d  a n d  

s e t s  o f  b o o k s  o n c e  i n  t h r e e  y e a r s  w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  a m o n g s t  

t h e m .  I n  a d d i t i o n  s t o p s  w e r e  t a k e n  . t o  e x t e n d  t h e  B o o k s  

E x c h a n g e  S e r v i c e  t o  t h e  G a m p a h a  D i s t r i c t  t o o  a r i d  s e v e n  s c h o o l s  

o b t a i n e d  m e m b e r s h i p .  W h i l e  1 6 4 5  b o o k s  w e r e  a d d e d  a  n e w  f o r  

t h i s  s e r v i c e  a  t o t a l  o f  5 1  s c h o o l s  o b t a i n e d  m e m b e r s h i p  b y  t h e  • 

e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r .

4 5 6  n e w  b o o k s  w e r e  a d d e d  d u r i n g  t h e  r e l e v a n t  y e a r  .. 

t o  t h e  e x c h a n g e  s e r v i c e  r u n  b y  t h e  K a n d y  o f f i c e .  D u r i n g  t h i s  

p e r i o d  s e t s  o f  b o o k s  w e r e  s u p p l i e d  t o  4 2  s c h o o l s  a n d  o t h e r  

l i b r a r i e s .  M o r e  b o o k s  w e r e  s u p p l i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .

i

L i b r a r y  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o g r a m m e

A s  a  r e s p o n s e  t o  a l l  r e q u e s t s  m a d e  b y  s c h o o l s ,  p u b l i c  

a n d  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  a d v i s e  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  o n  

t h e  r u n n i n g  o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  s u r v e y s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  a n d  t h e  

n e c e s s a r y  t e c h n i c a l  a d v i s e  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  g i v e p .  T h e  S c h o o l  

L i b r a r y  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o j e c t  o f  t h e  B i y a g a m a  C e n t r a l  S c h o o l ,  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  l i b r a r y  a t  V e l u w a n a  M a h a  V i d y a l a y a ,  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  A v i s s a v e 1 1 a  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  P e l i y a g o d a



P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  a n d  t h e  l i b r a r y  o f  t h e  D .  S .  S e n a n a y a k e  

V i d y a l a y a  o f  C o l o m b o  c o u l d  b e  r a n k e d  f o r e m o s t  a m o n g  t h e m .

U n d e r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  2 8 5  m a n u s c r i p t s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  

y e a r .  O u t  o f  t h e m  1 4 2  w e r e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  a s  s u i t a b l e  

f o r  p r i n t i n g .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r  94. o f  t h e  a p p r o v e d  b o o k s  

w e r e  p r i n t e d  a n d  1 4 9 8 1  c o p i e s  w o r t h  R s .  3 1 5 4 1 6  h a d  b e e n  s o l d .

P u b l i c a t i o n s  

L i b r a r y  N e w s

T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  h a d  m a d e  a r r a n g e m e n t  

t o  p a y  R s . 6 0 0 0 / =  a s  s u b s c r i p t i o n  f o r  t h e  ’ L i b r a r y  N e w s '  f o r  

3 0 0  l i b r a r i e s  f o r  t h e  y e a r  1 9 8 5 .  N u m b e r s  3  a n d  4  o f  v o l u m e  5  

o f  1 L i b r a r y  N e w s ’ w e r e  p u b l i s h e d .  A r r a n g e m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  

m a d e  t o  f i n a l i s e d  n u m b e r s  1 , 2 , 3 ,  a n d  4 o f  v o l u m e  6 .f

S p e c i a l  S e r v i c e s

A l l  s t e p s  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  b y  t h e  K a n d y  C e n t r e  d u r i n g  

t h e  y e a r  t o  c o m p i l e  a n  I n f o r m a t i o n  c o d e  a b o u t  a l l  U n i v e r s i t y .  

L i b r a r i e s ,  L i b r a r i e s  i n  E d u c a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  T e a c h e r

T r a i n i n g  C o l l e g e  L i b r a r i e s .  •
*

C o n c l u s i o n  •

I  t r e a s u r e  v e r y  m u c h  t h e  r e a d y  a s s i s t a n c e  I  r e c e i v e d  
- *

f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  l i b r a r i e s  i n  S r i ' L a n k a  f r o m  t h e  m e m b e r s - '  

o f  t h e  B o a r d ,  M i n i s t r y  a n d  ' f r o m  v a r i o u s  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a n d  

i n s t i t u t i o n s :  S i m i l a r l y  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  I  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e

s t a f f  i n  r u n n i n g  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  w a s  i m m e n s e -

; I  v a l u e  v e r y  m u c h  t h e  c o - o p e r a t i o n  e x t e n d e d  t o  m e

b y  t h e  s t a f f  d e s p i t e  t h e  m i n i m u m  w e l f a r e - f a c i l i t i e s  p r o v i d e d .

I  e x t e n d  m y .  t h a n k s  t o  t h e m .  S i m i l a r l y  I  a m  g r a t e f u l  t o  a l ls ' .  w
o f f i c e r s  w h o ;  l e n d  m e “t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  p r e p a r i n g  t h i s  r e p o r t .

6

/

S .  A T H U K O R A L E .  

C H A I R M A N . •

S R I  L A N K A  N A T I O N A L  

. L I B R A R Y  S E R V I C E S  B O A R D
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SRI LANKA NATIONAL LIBRARY SER V IC ES BOARD

S T A T E M E N T  OF A C C O U N T S

(Prepared in terms of Section 19(l}£c£:of the Sri Lanka National 
Library Services Board Act No, 1.7 of 1970)
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Qt_ir«N,!;_*}? «sf&ifsrt>, Ci«rr(t{|lrn| 7,
Al/D?TOR.-GtcNE^AL'S DEPARTMENT 
TCRftlMGl'CH sai>A*lRt C O L O M B O  7 

S£U L A N K $  (CEYLOM)

J ^znca/^a^/Dore.-.October.. 9 9 .......... .1.986*
The Chairman,'
Sri Lanka Natio n a l  Library Serviper? B o a r d f 
Colombo 7*

Report of t h e  Audit©# General on the accounts of t he
Sri Lanka N a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  Services Board for the <

year ended December 31,19851 in terms of Section 
l4(2)(c) of the Finance Act, N o  *38 of 1971*

T h e  audit of the accounts of the Sri Lanka National Library Serv i c e s  Board for' 
the year ended December 31,1985 way carried out under m y  direction in pursuance 
of provisions in Article 154(1) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist' 
Republic of Sri Lanka read in conjunction with Section 13(1) of the Pinanoe • 
Act, No* 38 o f  1 9 7 1 / in, carrying oat this audit I wan-assisted'by a  f i r m  of 
a u d i t o r s  in public practice*, M y  observations which I consider should b o  
published w i t h  the annual report of the Board in t e r m s  of. Section 1 4 ( 2 )(c ) Of 
the F i n ance Act appear.in this report* A  detailed-report in t o n e s , d£ Section 
l3(7)(a) o f  t he Finance Act, was forwarded to the Chairman oh ffiuly 23,1986*

1 >2* Scone of Audit t : , .,■/>

Add it opinion, comments and find i n g s  in this report arc based on a  review of. 
the financial ‘statements presented to audit end substantive t e s t s  of,.samples, 
of traftsacrfcio&s* The scope and extent of suc h  reviews and t e s t s  were such . t 
as to enable a s  wide an audit coverage as possible within, the limitatior^ef/^ 
staff, resources and time available to me*

■‘v  Sub-oectiohi'(3) and ( 4 } of Section 13 of the Finance? Act, Ko*30.0f 1971 giv?
d i s c r e t i o n a r y  powers telho A u d i t o r  General to determine the scope and extent .■ <! » ■ 1 , * .
ef. the audit*

2 »„ Accounts

gA-artya**
:S u bjectvto m y  c o m m e n t s  i n  . t h i s ,  r e p o r t ,  I  am  o f  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  accounts * 

p r e o e n ^ ' - | | , r ?  * .» * «  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  p r e p a r e d  o n  t h e  b a a i . 3  o f  g e n e r a l l y  accepted 
a c c o u n t i * l j W | ^  a p p l i e d  o n  a  b a s i s  c o n o l e t o n t  w i t h  t h a t  a d o p t e d  i n

the p r # i
>‘r/

■ .r * ww? f ... .** '■/ ■••• tîi* • v



g t &  Financial R e s u l t s

According to the Accounts, t he wo rking of t h o  Board for tlio year ended
, * i

December 31,1985* resulted in an excess o f Income ovo r  E x p e n d i t u r e  of
&• 3,6 4 3* 930 as compared with an excess of Income over Ex p e n d i t u r e  of
Jb. 3,627* 607 for t h e  previous year* Tho f o l l o w i n g  statement g i v e n  a
summary of t h e  financial r o e m i t s  for t h o  year under r e v i e w  and t h e  preceding
year*

Y e a r  ended D e c e m b e r  31*

1 2 3 !

lb. : lb. . lb. . , % •

I n c o m e  . - •

A n n u a l  Government Orant 6 ,0 0 0 ,5 0 0 6 ,2 5 0 ,0 0 0

S u b s c r i p t i o n s  for Board *
Publications 1 2 9 , 5 9 8 2 9 , 6 8 9
Interest oil Fixed Do posits 7 2 , 2 0 9 7 9 . 4 3 0
' Interest on- T r e a s u r y  D e p o s i t s 590,164 1 3 0 , 1 6 4
B e c k  Development Project 31*378 2 0 , 7 0 9
D  onat iona-Librar y  Developme nt 5 0 ,000 - Ml*
S undry Income ■ 20,054 6 ,9 0 1 , 9 0 3 19.711 6.5 3 7 . 7 0 3

Less* Expenditure
Personnel E m o l u m e n t s  a n d  other
A l l o w a n c e s■ 1,522,007 1 , 2 6 0 , 2 4 5
Admi n i s t r a t i o n  and Establishment
Charges1 305,245 425,647

;i E x p e n s e s  on Library Services 937,204 755,901
| E x p e n s e s  on Compilation of N a t i o n a l •
.! B i b l i o g r a p h y 1 4,480 37,592
1 D e p r e c i a t i o n  of Fixed A s s e t s 2 6 6 , 1 1 0 251,290
,r Maintenance of Vehiclesj. 209,826 178,543
R e d u n d a n c e  &  Loss of Equipment 4m * 798
jiEad Ddbts . 2.293 3,257.973 2 . 9 1 0 . 0 9 6
‘ S u r p l u s 3 ,6 4 3 ,9 3 0 2 & Z d ° Z



-
>ancial Structure

T h o  Financial Structure of the Board an at Dacysriber. -31* 1985 as compared w i t h  
that at December 31,r 1964 is given be Iowa

A s  at December 31
4

i?8?
fa.

•IJBL.
R a  , ■ r :-.

R e s o u r c e s  
Fund of the Board 54,451,631 43,948,371
D o nations -7.40t.195 706.345

t’tllisation

55t.191.826ean:ssefi:s»B

i

9 •

F i x e d  Assets at Written down value 40,705,202 35,022,098
L i b r a r y  Books at written down value 

(National Collection) 2,147,030 1,703,754
L i b r a r y  Books f o r  distribution,at cost 2 , 8*2,286 765,011
Fixed Depo s i t s  and T r e a s u r y  Deposits 7,969,337 4,869,338
N o t  Current Assete 1.537,969 ■ 2,294.515

f • u m a 'd

2i4t Source &  Application of Funds
fcs, Fs.' Rs.

Source *

E x c e s s  of Income o v e r  Expenditure 3,643,930
Add Adjustment for previous year 52.000 -

3,695,930
Addi M e m o  not Involving Movement of f u n d s

Deprec i a t i o n 266.118 . .3.962.048
Government Grant f o r  N a t i o n a l

L i b r a r y  Building Project 5,353,295 /
Government Grant f o r  Capital Equipment 1,500,000 *

D o n a t i o n s 6 .893.17^ 10.855.227
A pplication
E xpenditure on N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y

Building Project
A c q u i s i t i o n  of Foxed A ssets
A c q u i s i t i o n  "of L i b r a r y  B o o k s
D  o po sit s-Tr oastery —

■"•Mf4as^*a«‘■■'

5 , 3 5 3 , 2 9 5  
... 602,009 
2,556,469 
1.100.000 11,61 1a ,7.73

( 7*56.'54(0

B e t  Decrease in Working Capital a c  analysed bo low



E f f e c t o n  W o r k i n g  C a p i t a l

I n c r e a s e D e c r e a s e
R s , R s .

I t o c k  o f S t a t i o n o r y 4 7 , 9 6 0
S  u tid  r y D e b t e r s a D o p o a i i c j R e e e i v a t I e  a 1

e t c ®
j

7 1 5 , 4 6 3 -
G a s h  a n 6 B a n k •B a l a n c e 7 4 6 . 3 6 B

G lut r e n t L i a b i l i t i e s

S u n d r y C r e d i t o r s j l l u m
7 6 3 , 4 2 3 1 * 5 1 9 , 9 6 3asss»«* t .. : . S n h m

rta on. Account
2 151 1 K at io tial Library Bui id inf; -  fe » 301121,387/■
The construction &f the Building commenced in October, 1978  ̂ •
was expected to bo completed by October. 2, , 1900* However the work remained
incomplete upto the date of th is report* Tha reason for delay Had hot beenAf bruin hod*

g>,5 s Depreciation of library Books
Depreciation had not been prov 
the previous year deproci^8, 
that no depreciation shoal-'1 h 
books w ill appreesciv'i and not

idea on Library Books (National Collection)* In
a warr provided at 10$* The' Bear'd has.*decided- 
e provided for these-books as the value of these 
depreciate with the passing of time*

2 i5*3* Stock a:>£ Books
internal tonal Exchange 1b. 5,590
Distribution 2,026,697
Misccllancous Stocks 122.565
The values shown in respect of the above: balances as at -December 31*1985 bad ' 

: boon arrived at after deducting the estimated value of issues*
2 ;5 % 4* National Library Collection'Stocks fe»1*976*943*
This account includes payments made for import of books* the stocks of which 
hn«  ̂ not been received during the year* ■ . • . .
2fc5s5* ^Accounting pefeclonelee

* 4

The following accounting defecienciec wore observed*
(a). Sales -of tksoks In Book Development Project had been erroneously * 
accounted for as sales of publications#

L



,SA -

(b) Discount allowed croc tin t in g  to R<?®17jj722 on the above 
sales had not boon brought to  a ccou n t,

.3 ® Financial fc 0 per at In/; rev low t 

3 * 1 Financial Review

The f in a n c ia l  r e s u lt  for tho year under review war? an excess of income 
ov e r  expenditure of Rs»3 « 643*930 as compared wi t h  an excess of to® 3* 627*607 
in tho previous year* The total income during the year increased b y  ..
Rs. 3 6 4 * 2 0 0 s despite a reduction in the annual grant by to®2 4 9 >5 0 0/»**Tatal

, • v , *

expend i t u r e  increased by R3*3 4 7 »3 7 jF/m  over the previous year®

T he Government Grant of fe®6®05 (Billion h ad not boon utilised in full®
' . • * 1

A  Bum of Rs®3«1 M i l lion .had been re-do posited w i t h  the Treasury® 
E x p i r a t i o n  given was that due to non-completion of building works* 
operation could not be carried out a s  planned*

\ i
l •

3*2 Services Benddred by the Board

The services o f  the Board had been carried out under f o u r  divisions 
as detailed below*—

' * .w .1

■\ (i) Acquistion .Division? ^

.1*.. 1* Collection of Published Books* Periodicals, Journals, Itegasinea* 
Mnps* Recorded cassettes a nd Unpublished literatiu’e f  or iKatlonal 

■ ColieefiojtJf

il* P u r e ^ s e  of Bo o k s  f o r  exchange between International .Libraries®

2® P u rchases of bobks for the National Idbr«'’" '* '• * * & » ***** «»<%**
VravlOW./ebnuBtsd to Rs*456*857« tinder, the Ini 
Sbrviee* books valued at Rs*2B*Y49 h & d  been 
at k » 2 7 * 1 9 7  h a d  been received from abroad*

Sibjri:. Bose arch 8b Bevelonmeat D i v i s i o n

Purchase of B o o k s  up to a  maximum value of lb*i,000/*.
Books up to a  m a x i m u m  value of fe*5O0/« under. Author

J j& idistance Scheme®
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i i *  P o r c l iu 3.s e  o f  B o o k s  a t  a  p r e d e t e r m i n e d  c o s t  u p  t o  a  m a x im u m  v a l u e  o f  
R s * 2 5 > 0 0 0 / «  o r  1 0 0 0  c o p i e s  o f  e a c h ,  w h i c h e v e r  i s  l o w e r ,  u n d e r  t h e  B o o k  
D e v e l o p m e n t s  P r o j e c t *

i i i *  D e b a t i n g  B o o k s  t o  L i b r a r i e s *

l v «  R e n d e r i n g  a d v i s o r y  e n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  L i b r a r i e s  u n d e r
L i b r a r y  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o j e c t *

v e O p e r a t i n g  a  B 5 o k  L o a n  S e r v i c e  a m o n g  l o c a l  L i b r a r i e s ,

2 * D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  u n d e r  r e v i e w ,  b o o k s  v a l u e d  a t  R s * 2 4 2 , 4 2 4  h a d  b e e n  d o n a t e d  
t o  3 7  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s ,  2 1  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  a n d  7 2  o t h e r  l i b r a r i e s .  B o o k s  
v a l u e d  a t  8 s * 5 * 6 3 4  h a d  a l s o  b e e n  d o n a t e d  t o  D i s t r i c t  L i b r a r i e s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  
o f  s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  O p e n  U n i v e r s i t y *

%
T h e  B o a r d  h a d  a p p r o v e d  1 4 2  m a n ' - v e e r i p t s  o u t  o f  w h i c h  9 4  h a d  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r *  A d v i s o r y  a n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d e d  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  
d e v e l o p  3  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  a n d  2  U r b a n  C o u n c i l  l i b r a r i e s ,
( c )  N a t i o n a l  B i b l i o g r a p h y  D i v i s i o n

1 *  C o m p i l i n g ,  P u b l i s h i n g ,  S e l l i n g  a n d  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  N a t i o n a l  
B i b l i o g r a p h y *
2 *  E x p e n d i t u r o  i n c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  u n d e r  r e v i e w  h a d  b e e n  o n l y  
to * 1 4 , 4 8 0 •  .

( d )  . L i b r a r y - E d u c a t i o n  fe T r a i n i n g  D i v i s i o n !

1  » C o n d u c t i n g  T r a i n i n g  C l a s s e s ,  S e m i n a r s  f o r  l i b r a r i e s ;  a n d  S c h o o l  T e a c h e r s  
a n d  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  C o u r s e s  f o r  P r o s p e c t i v e  L i b r a r i a n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  I s l a n d •
2  <, I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a b o v e  s e r v i c e ,  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  o f  
N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r i e s  h a d  b e e n  h e l d  i n  S r i  L a n k a  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  u n d e r  r e v i e w *

4 *  S y s t e m s  a n d  c o n t r o l s ?  :' n ' " M,lm 1 »»« *  ■ — i ri i i %I. i, , * i H. . . .  II. . ' n , iw , , ii ..

D e f i c i e n c i e s  o b s e r v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a u d i t  w e r e  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  
n o t i c e  o f  t h e  C h a i r m a n *  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e a s '  n e e d  f u r t h e r  a t t e n t i o n ?

i *
1 *  V e h i c l e s *
2 *  S e c u r i t y *
3*  S t o c k s

A m  . . . .  . o r a l

(W , p a )
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