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SRI LANKA NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICES BOARD

ADMINISTRATION REPORT
1986

(Prepared in accordance with Section 19 (1) of the Sri Lanka National Library
Services Board Act No. 17 of 1970)

Policy and Administrative Changes.

The policy and aim of the Sri Lanka -National Library Services Board is to assist
in the development of Libraries generally, Viz in Higher Education Institutions, Local
Government Bodies, Government Departments, Corporations and other institutions in
the island; unify the Library Services in Sri Lanka and launch a library and Academic
Information Service at the National level. Accordingly, the National Library will be the
Centre for the Library Services in the island and will also functpon as . tfhe focal pomt at
international level. P u.

At the beginning of the year there were nine members appomted by }he Hon. Minis-~
ter of Education under Section 02 of the Library Services Board Act No. 17 of 1970. But
during the middle of theyear the following changes took place. " AL

The five year membership period of Mr. R. A. Dharmasena, Mr. G. P. H.S. De
Silva, Mr. Edmond Ranasinghe, Mr. Berty Liyanamanne and Mr. Dayawansa Ja&iﬁ@odw
ended on 30.03. 1986, .. . PR £

The membershrp perfmod of Mr. H. P Siriwardena and Miss Clodagh Neths”lnghe
ended on 10. 05. 1986. o bl _ e N

- The Hon. Minister of Education reappointed Mr R. A. Dharmasena from 01.:08. 1986
Mr. H. P. Siriwardhena from:09. 08. 1986, and Mr;, Dayawansa Jayakody from_06,09. 1986
as members of the Board while Dr. D, Wesumpéruma, Director .of the Sri Lanka Founds::
ation Institute, Mr.. P. B. Weragoda, Additional -Secretary of the Ministry of Industries .
and Scientific - Affairs.. and Mr. H, P, Wijesinghe, Comjmissioner of Local Government -
were appointed as new Members with effect from 1st'August 1986,.. 16ith . August: 1986 and ,
6 th September 1986 respectively. ' °d - d s A

o Thus by 31, December 1986, the membershrp consrsted of 08 members, ,and one vacancy
remamed to be flllleic;l Ij’s-u‘;]ly, the Board meets ofice .a nichth but this year, only 06 mee, k
tings were held as the vaea“?es of. the Board remamed unfrlled durmg the perrod from
March to September, 1986




Staff:

There was no significant change in the staff during the year. Two officers of the
Grade II Cadre of Library Assistants were promoted to Grade 1.
Grade III Cadre was promoted to Grade II, on 31st December 1986 the Staff of the Board

consisted of :

01.
02.
03.
04.
05.
06.
07.
08.
09.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
117.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23,
2.
25,

On Contract

1. Mr. H. D. Weeraratne —
e 2. Mr. Saman Thilakasiri —

Director of National Library Services

Deputy Director
Assistant Director
Librarian

Assistant Librarian
Library Assistant I
Library Assistant II
Library Assistant IIl
Clerk I

Clerk 11

Typist [ Clerk 1II
Financial Assistant

Stenographer, Higher Grade
Book Keeper / Accounts Clerk

Store Keeper

Telephone Operator / Receptionist

Typist - Sinhala
Typist - English
Library Attendant

Driver - Light Vehicles

Office Labourer
Book Binder
Watcher

Garden Labourer
Sanitary Labourer

01
01
04
03
05
02
07
15
01
02
02
01
(1)
02
01
01
02

One Typist | Clerk of

02 .

- 08
03
12
01
01

02
02,

Administrative Consultant
Publication Assistant -

Construction of the National Library Building

Although the sum of Rs. 3,907,280/~ which is the estimated cost for the current year
for the construction of the National Library Building was released to the Buildings Depart-
ment, the Contractor was unable to complete the construction of the building. The -
construction which was expected to be completed during this year was estimated to "
Rs. 42,028,677/-. As a result of the delay in the construction of the - building the progress:

of the functioning of the National Library was retarded.

National Library Book Collection

' Following the recommendations of the National Library Committee, the Development
of the Book Collection continued unabated this year too. The preservation of old books
and collection development continued on the basis of recommendations made by a
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-committee of specialists appointed for the purpose of assessing the value of rare works.

Steps were taken to preserve in the library at least one copy of every book considered to be
of importance to the readers now and in the future.

In addition to purchasing, other methods of acquisition such as exchange of books
with foreign countries, soliciting gifts, collecting books discarded by other libraries,
obtaining photocopies of books which are not available in print, recording unwritten folk
literature, were adopted to enrich the National Library Collection.

Every effort was made to acquire publications both current and retrospective having
relevant to the National Library book policy. published in Sri Lanka and abroad covering
a variety of subjects both in Social Sciences, and humanities. A sum of Rs. 207,665 . 87

was spent on acquiring books for the National Library Collection during the current year.

Legal Deposit

As much as 8260 Publications supplied by the National Archives Department were
-acquired for deposit in the National Library under the provisions of the Printers and
Publishers Ordinance of 1985. (amendment 1976)

All Newspapers published in the island were received by the National Library under ’
the Legal Deposit Scheme and their systematic filing was continued this year.

Unesco Collection

The Unesco Publication Collection hitherto maintained by the Ministry of Justice,
was transferred to the National Library this year. Thereafter the National Library continued
‘to obtain Unesco Publications direct. The organisation of the collection by way catalo-
guing and indexing has been commenced.

International Book Exchange

The value of the books purchased this year for the International Book Exchange
‘Scheme is Rs. 27,779 .50. Out of this amount the value of the books distributed among
foreign libraries is Rs. 12,605 .20. Numbers 1 = 12 of Volume 23 of the Sri Lanka National
Bibliography were also completed and distributed among 29 foreign libraries under the
International Book Exchange Programme. ’

‘Folk Literature - -

Printed material, manuscripts, palm.leaf books, Cassettes, sound Records, Miczofilms "
-and photographs relevant to folk culture were collected by the folk literature section.
The value of local and foreign books and cassettes bought under this schcme amounted to .
Rs. 20,344.50. The value of cultural objects added to the folk culture collection is Rs. 800/-

The second issue of the ‘*Folklore News’ magazine published by the folk literature
section was distributcd among many local and foreign institutions.

Preparation of a bibliography of folk culture in Sri Lanka commenced this year.

Recording of folk poetry in association with the Cultural Ministry and the Music
Research Section of the Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation also commenced this year.
As a fillip to this project, the Ministry of Cultural Affairs has commenced depositing their
recordings in the National Library Collection. 150 cassettes have been deposited so
far. Several foreign countries too donated literature and. cassettes for the development of
folk literature collection. _Unesco Asian Cultural Centre of Japan, Educational Centre of
Canadian folk Culture and the Korean International Union are some of the institutions
which assisted us in the developmient of folk culture and anthropology collection.



Sri Lanka National Bibliography

Sri Lanka National Bibliography (numbers 7 - 9 and 10 - 12 of 1985) was printed
and distributed among the subscribers. By the end of 1986, numbers 1 -3 of 1986 were
also printed and distributed. In addition to this, the complete retrospective Bibliography
of 1974 was also published. a

Under the Catalogue Card Service System, Catalogue Cards from July to Septémber
1983 and January to March 1984 were processed and supplied to the University of Peradeniya.

International Standard Book Number Project e

This year the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board introduced the International-
Standard Book Numbering System to books published in Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka National-
Library Services Board has been authorised as the National Agency for the administration
of this project in Sri Lanka, by the International Standard Book Numbering Agency in
Germany, on recommendation made by Ministries of Education and Educational Serv1ces

An island wide survey was carried out for the purpose of collecting basic mformatwn,
regarding the Publishing industry in Sri Lanka. Based on the results of this survey, the
recognized publishers were categorised into the following three groups

!
1,

Category No. 4 Y

1. Commercial Publishers o 94 | u
Government and Non-Government’ | .
Institution Publishers 92 . 0l
3. Author - Publishers . 1457 L e

Of the recognized publishers, only 45 of Commeroial category;i39 of the- Governmemtahnl
and Non-Governmental category .and 142 private publishers have so far joined. the prpject.

As a preliminary step to.the introduction of this system in Sri Lanka, a pubhc semiiui2d
of publishers.was held in Colombo during the month of:July. - >~ & . . sigl

I
During the period 01 January 1986 to 31 December 1986, 414 pubhcatwns of 76 '1ut‘}forg,'ﬂ;
were assigned International Standard Book Numbers. The number of bodks donated voltlllni

tarily to the Board to be deposited at the standard Book Number Office was 85. .., alod

Seminars, Conferences and Training' Courses ) he

Ay b
Training Courses in Library and Information Science were conducted by the ‘Sr,rrv
Lanka National Library Services Board this year on a wider scale. 8

Under this programme the second phase of the postal course was commenced'd.uring.
the year. The presentation of certificates to 25 participants who successfully comp],e‘ge,q._,,
the 1984 / 85 course and the inaugural ceremony for the 1986 course were held on 29. 10,.1986
and-this was followed by a four day seminar at the Agrarian Reserch and Trammg Instatute

in Colombo.

P
08 Seminars were held during the year for Public L1brar1ans 242 Librarians andA'

- Library Assistants participated in these seminars.

. el
District level seminars were held to train school 11brar1ans These Seminars were .
held in the " eddcation circuits of Colombo, Nikaweratiya and Kegalla where a total of 190“

teachers participated. . REEE L
HETE R TP TP iv,
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A training course for librarians of Technical Institutes was held this year with the
-assistance of the Ministry of Higher Education. 32 Librarians participated.

A seminar on Public Library Legislation was held at the Sri Lanka Foundation
Institute.

A two day seminar on the Universal Availability of Publications (UAP) was held on
24th and 25th September in Colombo, Mr. Steven Vickers, Programme Officer of the
International Federation of Library Association, (IFLA) participated in the first Steering
‘Committee meeting.

Library Development Programme

Under the Library Development Programme, books were donated to the following
libraries ;

1. Gnana Pradeepa Library, Pannala Value Rs. 50,000

2. Public Library, Kurunegala v Rs. 48,612

3. Public Library, Biyagama ’ Rs. 46,910

4. Galgammulla Public Library, . Rs. 10,000
Kuliyapitiya

21 public libraries were presented each with a set of books valued at approximately
Rs. 5000/-. The total number of books presented was 3943, valued at Rs. 93,954 . 80,

Under the school library development programme, Library furniture, stationery and
‘books were donated to 07 School Libraries. Details of donations are as follows :

1. Biyagama Madya Maha Vidyalaya Rs. 1,50,000 . 00
2. Joseph Vas College, Wennappuwa Rs. 32.000 . 00
3. Wewagama Maha Vidyalaya, Kuliyapitiya Rs, 74,925 . 45
4. Badulla Madya Maha Vidyalaya Rs. 49,193 . 00
5. Siyane Maha Vidyalaya, Dompe Rs. 43,760 . 00
6. Janadhipathi Vidyalaya, Rajagiriya Rs. 17,153 . 00
7. Sastrananda Vidyalaya, Dehiwala Rs. 17,829 . 00

Further 67 School libraries were benefited by the Board’s Book donation programme
ach receiving books to a value of up to Rs. 5000/-. A total of 5894 books worth
Rs. 131,684 .88 were donated to these school libraries.

Under special library development programme, International Centre for the Training
-of Rural Leaders, at Embilipitiya, received 606 books and furniture worth Rs. 15,357, 60 and
technical advice; In addition 77 libraries of welfare societies, government departments, and
Pirivanas were supplied with 9197 books worth Rs. 218,394 . 86, ‘

Library Exhibitions

A book and poster exhibition was mounted during the Library Week held at Rahula
Vidyalaya, Matara. A similar exhibition was held at the Public Library Dikwella in the
Matara District, to celebrate the Library Week.

Author - Publisher Assistance Scheme

Under this project, 152 applications for purchase of new publication were received
by the Board. Out of these, 123 titles were purchased at a cost of Rs. 71,361.20.



Book Development Project

324 Manuscripts were received by the Board during the year under this project. Arran-—
gements were made to print 144 of them. The funds allocated during the year for thig
project amounted to Rs. 25,00,000.00

Book Loan Service

Library books under the loan scheme were distributed to Schools in the Colombo
Central, Kotte, Kollonnawa and Gampaha Education circuits

Ranfurly Book Aid

2042 sets of books gifted by Ranfurly Library Service, UK, were distributed among:
33 libraries.

Special Services

Steps were taken this year to hold a survey of all libraries in order to up date-
information of all libraries in Sri Lanka.

Board Publications
|, Library News

Arrangements were made to publish Number 4 of Volume 6 of ‘¢ Library News’”
magazine and distribute it among the libraries. Atthe end of the year Numbers 1 and
2 of Volume 7 were ready for Publication.

II. Library Power

The book entitled ‘Library Power’ by James Thompson was translated into Sinhala
and published.

The translation of ’'Introduction to Library Administration’ by K. W Neal into Sinhala
was nearing complctlon :

‘Directory of Technical College lerarles in Sri Lanka and ‘Uva Jana Kavi’ were also
published.

Conclusion 5

{ appreciate very much the ready assistance 1 received from the members of the Board,.
Ministries of Education and Educational Services, various Corporations and Institutions, fer
the development of Libraries in Sri Lanka, Moreover the support I received from the staff
of the Board in'running its affairs was commendable. Even at moments when effec:uvq
welfare facilities were poor to run an effiecient service, the staff ignored such shortcomings.
and lent their fullest co-operation to me. I wish to acknowledge the goodwill and suppbrf

I received fromall of them. Finally, U wish to thank all officers who helped me in the
preparation of this report. '

T
" .

S. ATHUKORALE, RS
Chairman
S.L.N.L.S.B.
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No : EC/S/L 86 19th Feb 1988

The Chairman,
Sri Lanka National Library Services Board,
Colombo 07.

REPORT OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL ON THE ACCOUNTS OF THE SRI LANKA
NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICES BOARD FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 318T
1986, IN TERMS OF SECTION 14 (2) (c) OF THE FINANCE ACT, NO. 38 OF 1971

The accounts of the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board for the year ended
December 31st 1986 was carried out under my direction in persuance of provisions in
Article 154 (1) of the constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka read
in conjunction with section 13 (1) of the Finance Act. No. 38 of 1971. My observations
which I consider should be published with the annual report of the Board 'in terms of
section, 14 (2) (c) of the Finance Act appear in this report. A detailed report in terms of
section 13(7) (a) of the Finance Act, was forwarded to the Chairman on December 18th 1987.

1.2 Scope of Audit

Audit opinion, comments and findings in this report are based on a review of the
financial statements presented to audit and substantive tests of samples of transactions.
The scope and extent of such reviews and tests were such as to enable as wide an audit
coverage as possible within the limitations of staff, resources and time available to me.
Section 13(3) and (4) of the Finance Act, No. 38 of 1971 discretionary powers to the Auditor
General to determine the scope and extent of the audit.

2. Accounts
2,1 Opinion
Subject to my comments in this report, I am of opinion that the accounts presented

have been satisfactorily prepared on the basis of generally accepted accounting principles
applied on a basis consistent with that adopted in the previous year,

2.2 Financial Results
Accrding to the accounts, the working of the Board for the year ended Decembér
31st 1986, resulted in an excess of income an expenditure of Rs. 3,367,294 as compared

with a surplus of Rs. 3, 643, 930 in the previous year. The following statement gives a
summary of the financial results for the year under review and the proceeding year.
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Income

Annual Government Grant
Subscriptions for

Board Publications
Interest on Fixed Deposits
Interest on Treasury
Deposits

Book Development Project
Donations — Library
Development

Sundry Income

Less - Expenditure

Personnel Emoluments and
other allowances
Administration and
Establihsment charges

Expenses for library services

Expenses on compilation of
National Bibliography
Depreciation of fixed assets
Maintenance of vehicles

Bad Debts

2 .3 Financial Structure

Year ended 31st December

1986
Rs.
7000,000

22,546
55,507

817,589
85,206

50,000
31,305
8,062,153

2,037,326

711,110
1,322,330

138,088
275,390
210,685

4,694.929
3,367,204

1985
Rs.
6,000,500
129,598 -
72,209 '
590,164
31,378 's
50,000
28,054
6,901,903
Ly
1,522,807; S
e ah
305,245
937,204
, = - LBA
. 14,480 V.
266,118 vty
2()9,8_2-6 Loovd
e 2'2-9‘3 S Yo
i3,643'930

The Financial Structure of the Board as at December 31st 1986, as compared with that

" at December 31st 1985 is given below :

Resources .
Donations C o e ——

As at December 3ist

1986
Rs;

63,726,685

759,390

64,486,075

1985-;._ !
Rs. .
54,451,631
~ 740;195
" 55,191,826

. —— - o,
cxmanr,
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Utillsation
Fixed assets at written down value

Library books at written down value
(National Collection)

Library books for
distribution, at cost
Acquisition of
Intellectual Properties

Fixed Deposits and Treasury
Deposits

Net Current assets

2.4 Source and Application of Funds
Source

Excess of income over expenditure
Add : Adjustment for previous year

Add : Items not involving
movement of funds

Government grant for National Library

Building Project

Government grant for Capital
Equipment

Donations

Application

National Library Building Project
Library Books ‘
Acquisition of other fixed assets

Fixed Deposits
Decrease in Working Capital
as analysed below.

12 '

44,690,245 40,705,202
2,835,819 2,147,030
5,041,888 2,832,288
5,000 —
9,769,337 7,969,337
2,143,786 1,537,969
64,486,075 55,191,826
Rs. Rs.
3,367,224
550
3,367,774 -
275,390 3,643,164
3,907,280
2,000,000
19,195
9,569,639
8,963,822
605,817



Current Assets

Stock of Stationary

Sundry Debtors,

Deposits and Advances receivable
‘Cash & Bank balances

‘Current Liabilities

Sundry Creditors

2,5 Comments on Accounts
2.5. 1 Overpayments

.Effect on Working Capital

Increase Decrease
Rs. Rs,
223,850 —
304,664
— 61,713
748,344
972,194 366,377 605,817

A sum of Rs. 520 had been paid as a 259 additional allowance for travelling contrary
to Section 4 : 4 : 3 of Chapter XVI of the Establishments Code.

2.5.2 Ommissions

The following ommissions in accounts were observed.

Item Amount

‘ Rs.
‘Office Equipment 2,296,310
Library Equipment 56,968
Bank balance 705,369
Provision for 17,008
depreciation

~Books exchange system.

2. 5.3 ldentified Losses

vehicle.

2.5.4 Lack of Evidence for#Audit

Observation

Office equipment and library equipment;

Losses observed at Boards of Survey
had not brought to account. L

A sum of Rs. 201 debited by the bank on
22nd and 23rd April 1986 had not been
identified, and brought to account.
Long delays were observed in the
identification of debits of this nature.

The decision to increase the deprecia-
tion rate from 109 to 25% from 1985
had not been implemented. Conse-
quently a sum of 25,513 which should
have been included under depreciation

~ had been ommitted.

A shortage of 32.2 liters of fuel valued at Rs. 221/- VWas observed in respect of one

The following'items could ot be satisfactorily vouched or accepted in audit due to

reasons shown against each item.
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Item Value Evidence not furnished to Audit

Rs.

Debtors and Prepayments 836,589 Confirmations had not been obtained in
respect of a sum of Rs. 445,674 out of
the total value.

Other Deposits 65,570 Confirmations had not been obtained in
respect of Rs. 12,475 out of the total
value.

Sundry Creditors 37,875 Confirmations

Fuel Expenditure 105,499 Daily Running Charts in respect of some

official vehicles have not been rendered
for audit.
3. Financial and Operating Review
3.1 Financial Results

According to the accounts, the excess of income over expenditure for the year under;

review was Rs. 3,367,224 compared with an excess of income over expenditure of

Rs. 3,643,930 in the previous year; The decrease of Rs. 276,706 in the financial results
can be analysed as follows.

Variance
Income Favourable Unfavourable
Subcriptions Donations for Board Rs: Rs.
Publications 107 052
Government Grants 999,500
Interest on Treasury Deposits 227.425
Sundry Income 3,251
Interest on Fixed Deposits - 16,702
Book Development Project : 53,828
Expenditure

Personnel Emoluments and
other allowance - 514,519

Administration and

Establishment charges -- 405,865

Expences for library Services

Expences on Cempilation
of National Bibliography

Depreciation of Fixed Assets
Maintanance of Vehicles
Bank Debits

Less : Unfavourable ariances

14

- 385,126
— 123,608
— 9,272
— 859"
2,293
1,286,297 1,563,003
1,563,003 1,563,003
276706 0 —




3.2 Utilisation of Government Grants.

The Government Grant of Rs. 7 Million had not been wutilised fully. Rs. 1.8 million
had been re-deposited in the Treasury, The enability to proceed with operations according

‘to plans and the non-completion the buildings have been shown as reasons for -
non-utilisation.

3.3 Delay in Project

The construction of the Building Commenced in October 1978. The construction was

expected to be completed by Octooer 2, 1980. However the work remained incomplete upto
the date of this report.

3 .4 Under utilised assets

Asset Value Details

i. Book binding
equipment unit 107,824 The equipment unit purchased on
1985. 07. 12 had not been used up to

. date of report.
ii. Gestetner Photo

Copying machine 26,313 Although repairs costing Rs. 4462 had

/ been incurred during the year, 1986. But
it is in unservisable Condition.

3.5 Services rendered by the Board

The Services of the Board had been carried out under four divisions as detailed below:
3.5.1 Acquisition Division
Acquisition and issue of books by this Division had been as follows.

Acquisition Issue
- Purchases Donations Total Sales Donations Total
Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
Books for National
Library 684,283 19,195 703,478 — — —-—
Books for Book Exchange
system 2,320 — 2,320 _— _ -_
Books for sale and
distribution 2,769,778 - 2,769,778 91,700 465,348 557,048
Books for international v
distribution 9,476 —_ 9,476 -— 12,605 12,605
3,465,857 19,195 3,485,052 91,700 477,953 569,653
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3. 5.2 Research and Development Division

The following projects had been carried out by the Division during the year.
Service rendered

. Purchases Donations/Sales
Assistance to Authors/ | Rs. Rs.
Publishers in the purchase of books 110,045
Books under book Development 2,538,149
Books under Library
Development 121,583 557,048
Library equipment -Donation ‘
and distribution 488,685 . 257,702
3. 5.3 National Bibliography Division e
service rendered Expenditure

Rs.

Compilation of National Bibliography of Publications
Pricing, Sale and distribution 138,038
3.5. 4 Library Education & Training Division
Service rendered Expenditure

) Rs.
Library Seminars, Training Programmes Postal Courses, '
Research, Information Services, International Seminars 119-?6,2:

4. Systems and Controls

Deficiencies observed during the course of audit were shown in my detailed report

forwarded to the Chairman. Special attention is needed in respect of the following areas
of control.

Cash Control.

Control over fixed assets.
Stores and maintenance of stores.
Budgetary Control

Management of Personnel.

o 0o

(W. GAMINI EPA)
AUDITOR - GENERAL.
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