
No. 6 ,8 7 0  — F R I D A Y ,  A U G U S T  8, 1902.

Part I.- Minutes, Proclamations. Appointments, <fcc.
Separate paging  m t/>ri n to I'.tfih P a r t in ord -r  th a t it  m ay be filr t separately,

G O V E R N M E N T  N O T I F I C A T I O N .

TH E  following le tter  w ritte n  by H is M ajesty the King to bis people on th e occasion o f T h e ir  

M ajesties' Coronation is p u b lish ed  fo r  gen era l in fo rm ation .

B y H is E x c e lle n c y 's  com m and.

Colonial S e cre ta ry 's  Office, R. W . Ib v e r s ,

Colom bo, A u g u st 8. 190*2. ------------ A c tin g  C olon ial S ecreta ry .

B u ck in g h a m  Palace,

L ondon . A u g u st 8 ,190 2.
T O  M Y  P E O P L E .

O x the eve o f m y C oronation , an even t w h ich  I look upon as one o f the m ost solem n  and  

im portant in  m y  life . 1 am  an xio u s to exp ress to m y people at hom e, and in  the C o lo n ies and  in  In d ia , 

m y h e a rtfe lta p p re c ia tio n  of the deep sym p a th y  w h ich  th ey  h ave m an ifested  tow ards m e d u rin g  th e  tim e  

that m y life  w as in snch im m iu en t danger. T h e  postponem ent o f th e cerem o n y  o w in g  to  m y  illn e ss  

caused, 1 fear, m uch in co n ve n ien ce  an d  trou b le  to those w h o in ten d ed  to ce leb ra te  i t ; b u t th e ir  

d isappointm ent w as borne by them  w ith  ad m irab le  patien ce and tem p er. T h e  p rayers o f m y peop le  

fo r  m y  reco ve ry  w ere heard, and 1 now  offer m y deepest g ra titu d e  to D iv in e  P ro vid en ce  fo r  h a v in g  

preserved  m y life  and g iv en  me stren gth  to perform  the im portant d u ties w h ich  d ev o lv e  npon m e as 

the S overeign  o f th is great E m pire.
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