
D R A F T  O R D I N A N C E .

MINUTE.
The  following Draft of a proposed Ordinance is published 

for general information :—

An Ordinance consolidating the Law relating to Buddhist 
Temporalities in this Island.

Preamble. TTTH EEEA S it is expedient to amend and consolidate
VV the law relating to the regulation and management 

of the Buddhist Temporalities in  this island : Be it there
fore enacted by the Governor of Ceylon, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Legislative Council thereof, as 
follows :

C H A P T E R  I.

Prelim inary .
Short title. 1 This Ordinance may be cited for all purposes as “ The
Commencement. Buddhist Temporalities Ordinance, 190 ,” and it shall come 

into operation at such time as the Governor shall appoint, 
by Proclamation to be published in  the Government Gazette, 
and only in such provinces, districts, and sub-districts as 
hereinafter provided.

Interpretation 2  In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise 
clause. requires—
Temple. “ Temple ” shall mean vihare and dewale, and shall

include the Dalada Maligawa.
Incumbent. “ Incumbent ” shall mean the chief resident priest o f  a

vihare.
Piyravtni ‘‘ Paraveni panguwa ” shall mean an allotment of land
panguwa. held by one or more hereditary tenants subject to

the performance of service or rendering of dues to 
a temple.

M aruveni •• Marnveni panguwa ” shall mean an allotment of land
panguw a. held by one or more tenants-at-will under a temple,

and subject to the performance of service or 
rendering of dues to a temple.

Trustee. Trustee ” shall inclxtde the trustees, or a majority of
trustees, elected in terms of section 17, and when 
more than one trustee is elected under that section, 
the majority of trustees so elected may have and 
exercise all or any of the powers, and may perform 
all or any of the duties, vested in a trustee under 
this Ordinance.

Governor in 3  The Governor may, with the advice of the Executive
Executive Council, upon the application of the district committees of
CouncU may the province in which such temple is situate, exempt such 
tSiple from the temple from the operation of chapter III., sections 17 to 30, 
operation of of this Ordinance, and with the like advice any such 
certain sections Proclamation revoke.
of the Ordinance.  ̂j  ̂



Division of the 4  For the purposes of this Ordinance, it shall be lawful 
island into for the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council.
dLtricts^and ^  Proclamation to be by him. issued and published in  the 
sub-distncts. ' Government Gazette, to establish so many provinces as to 

him may appear expedient, and to divide such provinces into 
districts and sub-districts, and to declare which of such dis
tricts shall be deemed to be the principal district, and with 
the like advice and in like manner to alter and vary the 
number and limits of any such provinces, districts, or sub
districts.

CHAPTER H.

District Committees.
District 5  There shall he in each such district a committee to be
committees. called “ the district committee,” to which each of the sub

districts comprised within such district shall return one 
member, who shall be elected in manner hereinafter 
provided, and shall hold office for a period of five years and 
shall be eligible for re-election.

6  The chief headman of the sub-district, if he is a 
snmmoninir Buddhist, and, if he is not, then the chief headman of the 
public meeting' nearest sub-district who is a Buddhist, shall, as soon as 
for election of convenient after the coming into operation of this Ordinance, 
d istrict summon a public meeting to be held at a time and place to
commit ees. b e  determined by him. He shall also, thirty days at least

before the time so determined, cause a written notice of such 
meeting in the Sinhalese language to be affixed to some 
conspicuous part of each temple within the sub-district, and 
shall also give due publicity to such notiqp, by beat of tom
tom or otherwise, on three consecutive clays before the day 
fixed for the meeting.

,  7 Every Buddhist priest who shall have been resident
voteis 10n9 ° within such sub-district for a period of 6 ix months or 

upwards, and every male householder above the age of 
twenty-one years, and professing the Buddhist religion, 
within such sub-district, shall he entitled to vote.

8 In  order to be qualified to be elected to serve as a 
csmdidSesfrr ° member of the district committee, a person must—
election. («) Be a Buddhist layman ;

(6) Have been the occupier of a house within the district 
either as owner or tenant for one year previously 
to the date of his election ;

(c) Have completed his twenty-fifth year ;
(d) Not have been convicted of any infamons crime :
(e) Not be a paraveni or maruveni tenant of a temple.

9  The headman who shall have summoned the meeting 
Procedure a t sliall either himself preside thereat or appoint by writing 
electionmeeting. un(jer bis band some fit and proper person so to preside.

Every person entitled to vote shall personally attend at the 
time and place appointed, and declare to the president 
the name of the candidate for whom he votes. The president 
shall enter the names of the voters for the several candidates 
in lists to be by him kept for that purpose, and shall a t the 

, elose of the election publicly declare the name of the
candidate for whom the greatest number of votes shall have 
been recorded, who shall thereupon be deemed to be duly 
elected, aud shall grant to such candidate a certificate under 
his hand of such his election.

Mode of filling ^  Vacancies in the number of members of district
up vacancies. committees shall he filled by election according t<> the

procedure laid down in section 9  for the election of original
members. Such election shall be held within three months
of the occurrence of the vacancy.
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Questions as to  H  If at any election meeting any question shall arise as 
r ig h t of voters right of any person to offer himself as a candidate, or
to beCdeoildedeby a s  to tlie of any person to vote for any candidate, the 
president. president shall then and there make such inquiry as he may

deem requisite, and decide the question himself, and his 
decision shall be final and conclusive.

District committees 12 The district committee elected in manner aforesaid
^sMeentt»nrtrto'T“ shall select one of their number to be president of such 
make rules. committee, and shall make rules for the following purposes :
Purposes fo r (a )  For determining the quorum necessary for the
w hich rules may transaction of business ;
be m ade denned.

(i) For regulating the time and place of their meetings and 
the conduct and record of their proceedings ;

{c) For prescribing the form in which all accounts, 
statements, and returns incidental to their business 
and that of the trustees shall be k e p t: Provided 
that if any district court shall, under section 25, 
prescribe the form in which the accounts of the 
trustees shall be kept, such form and no other shall 
be adopted ; *

(d) For regulating the management of temple schools;
(/-) For assessing the proportion in which each temple 

w ithin the district shall contribute a share of the 
expenses incurred in carrying out the provisions of 
this Ordinance;

{/) For every purpose necessary to the due exercise of 
their powers and the performance of their duties 
under this Ordinance.

, Rules to be 1 3  Such rules shall be published in the Government
published.m the Gazette, and shall thereupon become as legal, valid, and 
UnZ-ttl''.1'1' effectual as if the same had been inserted herein, and shall 

be binding upon and be observed by all parties subject to 
their operation, all courts, judges, and magistrates shall take 
judicial notice thereof.

D istrict 14 It shall be the duty of the district committee to
comm ittee to  ascertain and record in a book to be by them kept for that 
p reparea  reg ister p a i .p o s e _  
contain ing  x r
certain specified ,{(\ ’pjjg name and situation of each temple within the

d is t r ic t ;
(li) The name of the trustee of such temple under this 

Ordinance ;
(/:) The average annual income for the preceding three 

years of the offerings made to such temple ;
((/; The nature, extent, and value of the paraveni and 

maruveni pangns belonging to such tem ple;
(e) The nature, extent, and value of other lands belonging

to such temple, whether held under lease or other
wise ;

( /)  The average annual value at the time of the inqu'ry 
of the rents, issues, and profits, other than services 
actually received by such temple from its lands; 
and also the average annual income which the 
temple would receive from the lands subject to the 
performance of services to such temple, ifj such 
services were commuted ;

(</) The extent and boundaries of the land required to be 
reserved for the precincts of each temple, having 
regard to the convenience of the priesthood and 
the due performance of religious ceremonies.

a commUslouer! 15 It shall be lawful for the Governor to appoint as 
commissioner any competent person to aid the committees 
in discharging the duties imposed upon them by this Ordi
nance, and to vest such commissioner w ith all or any of the 
powers defined in Ordinance No. 9 of 1872.

( 3 )



District 16 The district committee shall, whenever it shall be
su™™nd trustee ma(i e apparent to them by evidence, which they shall duly
guift^of1US 66 record, that any trustee has been guilty of gross negligence 
negligence or or misconduct, suspend such trustee, and forthw ith report 
misconduct. such suspension, and transm it such evidence to the com-
Commissioner missioner, who shall have power to dismiss such trustee and 
may dismiss cause another to be elected in  his stead in  m anner provided
trustee. in  sSction 17; and the decision of the commissioner in regard
Proviso. to such dismissal shall he final and conclusive. Provided

, always that before such suspension or dismissal the trustee 
who shall be suspended or dismissed shall be called upon 
to answer specific charges, which shall be formulated against 
him, and be allowed an opportunity of defending him self.

C H A P T E R  I l f .

Trustees.
Trustees for " 17 W hen a temple has not been exempted from the
temples to be operation of this section, there shall be for every such temp le 
elected. not less than  one nor more than three trustees, who sh a l l  be

elected for a term of three years by a majority of the voters 
’ , resident in the sub-district in which the temple is situated, at

a meeting held by the district committee specially for that 
purpose, and shall be eligible for re-eledtion.

Every such trustee shall give such security and shall 
receive such rem uneration as may be determined by the d is
trict committee.

No person, however, who does not possesBthe quuliii cations 
described in section 8 shall be competent either to be elected 
or to serve as a trustee.

Proviso. Provided that the principal lay officer of a dewale who
has h itherto  been styled or called by the title of bustiayaka 
nilame shall continue to hold that title ; and the basinyak a 
nilame now holding office shall be entitled to act as trustee 
of such dewale for the purposes of this Ordinance, and shall 
continue to act as such until and unless he retires, or 
suspended or dismissed under section 16. In the event of 
the death, dismissal, retirem ent, or suspension of a basnayaka 
nilame of a dewale, a basnayaka nilame shall be elected 
to such dewale by a majority of the members of the 
district committee of the d istrict w ithin whirl* such dewale 
is situate, the  ratemah&tmaya* and koralas, being Ibnldhists, 
holding office w ithin the revenue districts in which such 
dewale is situate, and the basnayaka nilame* of dewales 
situate w ithin such revenue district, at a meeting to be held 
specially for that pnrpose. Should such dewale be situate 
w ithin the revenue district of Kandy, the diyawadana 
nilame shall also be entitled to vote at such meeting.

Proviso. Provided fu rther that for the purposes of this Ordinance
the trustee of the Dalada Maligawa shall continue to he 
styled and called by the title  of diyawadana nilame. and 
the person now holding that office and title  shall continue 
to act as trustee of the Dalada Maligawa for the purposes of 
this Ordinance, or until and unless suspended or dismissed 
under section 1(5. On the office of diyawadana nilam e 
becoming vacant by death, suspension, or dismissal, a  succes
sor shall be elected by a m ajority of the members of the 
district committees of the province and district of Kandy, 
the ratemabatmavas being Ihuhihists. holding office w ith in  
the revenue district of Kandy, and the basauayuka nilair.es 
of dewales situate w ithin such rev.-nne district, at a m eeting 
robe  held specially for that purpose.

1 8  A lty  com m u ta tio n  o f  th e  s e r v ic e s  d u e  b y  any te m p le  
under Service tenants which has b een  or may h e r e a fte r  b e  made tin d e r  the
Tenures Ordi- provisions o f “ T h e  S e rv ic e  Tejiiir- s O rd in a n c e , 1S 70 ,”  sh a ll
pSdto1! ? ^ 6 fr0m time o f th is  O rd in a n c e  e m n in g  into o p e ra tio n
The Dalada becom e due and payable to th e  tru.-teo o f  su ch  tmaidc.
Maligawa to he T h e  Dalada Maligawa sh a ll. f>>r th e  p u rp o ses o f •• T h e  t s r -
a temple under v ic e  Tenures Ordinance. 1S70," be deemed to bo a temple,
that Ordinance. anything in the said Ordinance o> rtm c.-nrrary notwi th

stan din g.
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Trustee to 19 All contracts made before the date of the coming into
enforce contracts operation of this Ordinance in  favour of any temple or of any 
toreco°vUr°f’ ^  P e r s o n  on behalf? and all rights of action arising out of 
moneys payable such contracts, may be enforced by the trustee or trustees 
to, temple.' under this Ordinance as far as circumstances will admit, as

though such contract had been entered into with him ; and 
all persons who at the said date owe any money to any tem
ple or to any person on its behalf shall pay the same to such 
trustee or trustees, who are hereby empowered to recover 
the same by action if  necessary. All moneys received or 
recovered by any trustees under this Ordinance shall he held 
and appropriated by such trustees in manner and for the 
purposes provided in  section 20.

All movable and 2 0  All property, movable and immovable, belonging or 
immovable in anywise appertaining to or appropriated to the use of any
offerings to vest' temple, together with all the issues, rents, and profits of the
in trustee. same, and all offerings made for the use of such temple other

than the pudgalika offerings which are offered for the 
exclusive personal use of any individual priest, shall v es . in 
the trustees of such temple, subject, however, to any leases 
and other tenancies, charges, and incumbrances affecting any 

Purposes for such immovable property ; and such issues, rents, profits,
shall 1b^appro- and offerings shall be appropriated by such trustees for the
printed. PP * following purposes and no other :
Repairnnd (a) The proper repair and furnishing of such temple and

u^?p°of tempi.- the upkeep of the roads and buildings belonging
roads anil buUaiuw*. thereto ;
Maintenance ot (g) The maintenance of the priesthood and ministerial
mintstedai officers. officers attached to such temple ;
pertonnanceof (c) The due performance of 'religious services and

ceremonies as heretofore carried on, in, or by, or 
in connection with, such temple ;

Promotion of (d) The promotion of education ;
education. The relief of the poor in  the case of a dewale, and
hospitality't<n>rie“tsl tho customary hospitality to priests and others in

the case of a v ihare;
compensation. ( f)  The payment of compensation under sections 36 or 37 ;
Payment of tho (gr) The payment of such share of the expenses incurred
th» cwinam” WnK in carrying out the provisions of this Ordinance as

shall be determined by the district committee;
>

Trustee to keep 21 I t shall be the duty of the trustees to keep complete 
complete and and detailed accounts—
oMncomeCandnf («) Of the offerings made to the temple and of the rents, 
disbursements. issues, and profits received by them from the movable

and immovable property belonging thereto ;
(g) Of the disbursements made by them for the purposes 

defined in  section 20.
Accounts to be 2 2  Such accounts shall be made up once every half- 
made up half- year, an<i > with  a declaration endorsed at the foot thereof as 

. ‘‘true and correct,” and signed by the trustees, shall be
district court to transmitted by them within th irty  days from the end of
examine and, if  each half-year to the nearest district court, who shall 
need be, calX upon commission such person as i t  thinks fit to examine and 
trustees to verify aTJ(Iit su cb  accounts, and such auditor shall be entitled to
accoun . such remuneration as the court shall determine.

Auditor may call 2 3  The auditor so commissioned as aforesaid may by 
for vouchers and notice in writing require the production before him of all 
other documents books, deeds, contracts, accounts, vouchers, and other docu- 

to ments which he may deem necessary, and may require any 
be made°nS ° person holding or accountable for the same to appear before

him at any such audit and examination or adjournment 
thereof, and to make and sign a declaration with respect to 
the same.

Penalty for 2 4  If any such person neglect or refuse to produce any
refusing to such books, deeds, contracts, accounts, vouchers, documents,
documents or or PaPers> o r  to  make or sign such declaration, he shall be 
making faise © uilty of an offence and liable for every su ch neglect or refusal
declaration. to a fine not exceeding fifty rupees, and to a further fine not

exceeding ten rupees for each day during which the offence 
is continued after he has once been convicted ; and if ,any
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such person shall wilfully make or sign a false declaration 
he shall be liable to be prosecuted under section 1 0 0  of the 
Ceylon Penal Code.

A uditor to report 25  The auditor shall at the c lo s e  of his audit and
to  d is tric t examination send a report in w r i t i n g ,  together w i t h  a lJ
S r i c t* c o u r t  declarations which may have been made and signed b e f o r e

him, to the district committee of such district, and a dupli
cate of such report to the district c o u r t ,  which may make 
such order as it shall think proper. Such court shall also 
have power to prescribe the form in which all trustees of 
temples within its jurisdiction shall keep their accounts.

accounted tor the 26  If the issues, rents, profits, and offerings shall not be 
district committee duly accounted for as required in section 2 1 , it shall be the 
inv>?w,Pana,« duty of the district committee to hold such public inquiry 
" ' S i T tle 38 ^ e y  maT ^ in k  fit, and, if need be, direct the prosecution 
trustees reasonably of any trustee who may reasonably be suspected of having

t?uste<1 °! bre!U:l1 • committed a breach of trust.
Power of 27 I t  shall be lawful for the trustees from tim e to time
trustees to or .at any time, with the sanction of the district committee,
lands*.6 mPe anc* ôr su°k rent and subject to such conditions as they

shall deem reasonable, to demise for any terms not exceed
ing fifty years, all or any of the lands vested in them under 
the provisions of this Ordinance, save and except such gun len 
and chena lands as may be reserved for the use of the 
paraveni pangu tenants at the discretion of the said com
mittee. The sanction of the district committee required by 
this section shall in every case be in writing, certified under 
the hand of the president of such committee.

Proviso. Provided that whenever any trustees shall, with the
consent of the district committee, be desirous of demising 
any land for a period of more than twenty years, the sanc
tion of the district judge of the district in which such land 
is situate shall first be had and obtained by them for that 
pnrpose.

Proviso. Where no trustees have been appointed, the incumbent
shall not demise any lands belonging to the temple without 
the sanction in writing of the district committee ; and wh-ti 
tiielease is fora period exceeding twenty years, the sanction 
of the district judge of the district in which such land is 
situate shall also be necessary as in the case of a lease In- 
trustees.

Duty of 2 8  It shall be the duty of an incumbent to furnish to
incumbent to the trustees of the temple and to the president of tin- dis- 
furnish trjcc committee, when called upon to do so. all such
trustee and information as they may possess regarding ( l j  the annual
president of income of the temple from the offerings made to such temple
district (2) the nature, extent, and value of paraveni and maruv.mi
committee. pangu and other lands belonging to such temple ; and id) cho

monthly or annual value of the rents, issues, and profits of 
each and every land belonging to or held by such temple bv 
virtue of any title whatsoever.

Penalty for 29  Any incumbent who, without just cause, withholds
giving wrong from the president of the district committee or the trustee- 
rtSrw W  °r of the temple any information required to be given l».v the 
trustee. last preceding section, or who wilfully gives to such trustees

or president false, information regarding the same, or who 
retains possession of any property vested in trustees under 
the provisions of this Ordinance, or wilfully nhstriiets any 
trustee or causes any trustee to b.> obstructed in the discharge 
of his duties, shall be guilty of an offence, and be liable on 
conviction to tv f in e  not e x c e e d in g  five hundred rupees.

Trustee may sue 30 I t  shall be lawful for the trustees to sue under the 
aud be sued, but name and style of “• trustees of f/!'/•.■.« / for the re-
personally liable coverJ of any property vesro-1 m rh rn Una <>r.lni:ine*‘
in costs. or of the possession thereof, and f*>r any other jmrpo.-e re 

quisite forthe carrying intoe fleet the objects oft his Ordinance. 
They shall also be liable to be sued under th>- same name and 
style, but shall not be personally liable in  costs for a n y  act 
bona fide done by them under an v of the powersor-imho: !‘>s 
vested in them under this Ordinate <■.
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G EN ERAL.

C H A P T E R  IY .

Questions to be 31 AJ1 acts whatsoever authorized or required by virtue 
decided by of this Ordinance to be done by an j  district committee shall
majority o* votes, be decided and done by the majority of members present at 
President to have any duly convened meeting. Provided that when the votes 

. a casting vote. of the members present in regard to any question shall be 
equally divided, the president shall, besides his vote as a 
member, have a casting vote.

Proviso. 3 2  Any member of committee absenting himself from
three consecutive meetings shall ipso facto vacate his seat, 
provided however that the committee may for good and 
sufficient reasons re-appoint him for the remainder of his term 
of office.

Further Proviso. Provided further that it  shall be lawful for the district 
committee, upon good and sufficient reasons shown to them, 
to permit any trustee to resign his office, and for any member 
of the district committee to resign his membership.

Neglect of duty 33  i f  any trustee after accepting office shall wilfully 
by trustee. neglect to perform any of the duties thereto belonging, he

shall be guilty of an offence, and shall on conviction be 
liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred rupees, or to 
simple imprisonment not exceeding three months.

Vacancy in office 34  jf  any  person elected as trustee or member of any 
filled'up'by0 9 district committee shall refuse to accept office, or shall resign 
election. or die, or shall depart from this island, or shall become

bankrupt or insolvent or incapacitated from fulfilling the 
duties of his office by mental or bodily infirmity or disease, 
or shall cease to be qualified as required by this Ordinance, 
then, in the case of such trustee or of any trustee who shall 
be dismissed under section 16, another trustee shall be forth
with elected in his stead in manner provided in section 17, 

ofc<mmitteeffl0e an<̂  *n case suc^  member the district committee shall 
member to be cause to be electedanother member in  his stead, in accordance
caused to be with the provisions of this Ordinance for the election of first
filled up. members of a district committee. Provided that in the case
Proviso. of the refusal to accept office, death, incapacity, disqualifica

tion, resignation, suspension, dismissal, bankruptcy, insol
vency, or departure from the island of any trustee, it shall be 
competent for the district committee to make provisional 
arrangements for the performance of the duties of the office 
pending the election of a successor, and any person who 
may he provisionally appointed to act as trustee shall have 
all the powers and be liable to all the duties of a trustee 
elected under this Ordinance.

Power to recover 3 5  Whenever the trustee of any temple who has been sus- 
propert^from a pended or dismissed from his office under the provisions of 

■ suspended or this Ordinance shall hold or occupy as such trustee, either 
dismissed trustee, directly or through any other person on his behalf, any 

movable or immovable property belonging to any temple, and 
shall refuse or neglect to deliver possession of such property 
to the trustees for the time being of the said temple or any 
person provisionally authorized by the district committee in 
that behalf, it shall be competent to such trustees, or to the 
district committee, or the person provisionally authorized by 
them, to apply to the district court for a warrant requiring 
the said trustee to deliver possession of the property to such 
trustees or to the district committee or other person afore
said. It shall be competent to such court to issue its warrant 
ro the fiscal or deputy fiscal, and give possession accordingly 
as if it were a warrant issued in execution of its own decree. 
And for this purpose the application accompanied by the 
order of suspension or dismissal duly certified under the 
hand of the president of the district committee shall be 
prim d facie evidence of the facts stated in the said order, 
and shall be sufficient authority for the court to act as 
aforesaid.

vacancyStan' *'n= 3 6  In  the case of the refusal to accept office, death,
r e m a i n i n g  incapacity, disqualification, resignation, bankruptcy, insol

vency. or departure front the island of any member of any
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committee committee established under this Ordinance, and until the
members shall appointment of his successor, the remaining members or
ao^e P°wer t0 member of any such committee shall continue to do all and

every the acts, matters, and things necessary for carrying into 
effect the purposes of this Ordinance, anything ■which may 
be prescribed in any rules made under this Ordinance 
relative to the number of members required to form a 
quorum at any meeting of such committee to the contrary 
not with standi ng.

• Recovery of 37 Whenever the district committee are satisfied that
improperly any property belonging to any temple has been heretofore
alienated. sold, mortgaged, or otherwise alienated to the detriment of

such temples, it shall be the duty of the said committee to 
cause the trustees to institute legal proceedings to set aside 
such sale, mortgage, or alienation, and to recover possession 
of such property. Provided that in the absence of collusion 
between the parties the court in setting aside any sale, m ort
gage, or alienation shall award to the vendee, mortgagee, or 
alienee the value of any permanent improvements made by 
him to or upon such property.

.•f
Court may set 3 8  Whenever it is proved to the satisfaction of a coin-
Hside leases. petent court that any property of any temple has heretofore 

been leased—
(a) For a longer term of years than is consistent with

the interests of such temple ; or
(b) On terms showing an improvident alienation ; or
(c) For clearly inadequate consideration ; or
(d) For the private benefit of the lessor or any of his

relatives or servants ; or
(e) With a fraudulent intent

such court shall set aside such lease and restore possession of 
the property to the trustees entitled to hold the same under 
this Ordinance.

Proviso. Provided that when there has been no collusion bet ween
the lessor and the lessee in respect of the lease so set aside, 
the court shall award to the lessee reasonable compensation 
for permanent improvements to the property effected by hitn 
during his tenure of the lease.

Trustee or 3 9  Any person or persons interested in any temple, or
committee tj10 performance of the worship or of the service thereof
S i T d S i c t  or the trast3 thereto, may, without joining as
court for any plaintiff any of the other persons interested therein, sue 
misfeasance, before the district court having jurisdiction in the district
breach of trust. within which such temple may be situated, any trustee or
dutjhraur member of any committee appointed under this Ordinance
pemoninterested for any misfeasance, breach of trust, or neglect of duty 
in a temple. committed by such trustee or member in respect o f the

trusts vested in or confided to him respectively ; and such 
court may direct the specific performance of any act by snob 

* trustee or member, and may decree damages and costs 
against such trustee or member, and may also direct the 
removal of such trustee or member.

“ Interest” 40  The interest required in order to entitle a person t<>
required to gue un(j er  t}j6  jast preceding section need not be a pecuniary
fo*sue[ defined̂  or a direct or immediate interest, or such an interest as

would entitle the person to take any part in the management 
or superintendence of the trusts. Any person having a 
right of attendance, or having been in the habit of attending 
at the performance of the worship or service of any temple.

' or of partaking in the benefit of any distribution of alms,
, shall be deemed to be a person interested within the 

1 J . meaning of the last preceding section.
No future 41 From and after the time when this Ordinance shall
tanefto 'be made come into operation, it shall not he lawful for any temple,
by temples or ^or any person in trust for, or on behalf, or for the benefit
without the of any temple, to acquire any land or immovable property.
Governor’s or any interest in any land or immovable property of the
license. value of fifty rupees or upwards, unless the license of the

Governor under the public seal of the island be obtained.
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