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SRI LANKA NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICES BOARD

ADMINISTRATION REPORT - 1990

- Prepared in terms of Sri Lanka National Library Services Board Act No. 17 of 1970 Section
19 (1) '

Objectives and Corporate Philosophy

Human resources development is accepted as an important component in the sphere of
national development. To pave the way for different strata of society to acquire essential
knowledge and to facilitate that task, it is important that there be well organised library and
information services throughout the country. In this endeavour the Sri Lanka National Library
Services Board (SLNLSB) was established by an Act of Parliament No. 17 of 1970 to assist,
develop and co-ordinate library and information services in Sri Lanka.

The National Library of Sri Lanka which was established under the SLNLSB is
considered the focal point of the national library system. It functions as the premier reference
library of the country and acts as the main resource centre.

Schools are considered an integral component in the country’s stride towards
achievement of national development and the school library plays an important role in school
education. The SLNLSB gives guidance and aid to organise and run these libraries. The Board
also grants assistance to develop public libraries which interact quite closely with the general
public, university libraries which are centres for higher education, libraries established in other
centres of learning, research libraries affiliated to research establishments and many other types
of libraries.

The SLNLSB assists publishers and authors in numerous ways to print and publish
books and other library material to ensure the maintenance of a satisfactory library service.

The multifarious tasks of the SLNLSB include the preparation of plans at national and
regional levels for library services development, guiding and providing assistance to those in
charge and overseeing library activities with a view to introduce modern methods of library
management, granting assistance to introduce modern information technology practices
including computerisation of libraries, activating programmes to develop the use of libraries,
fostering the reading habit among the general public and developing inter-library co-operation.

The SLNLSB continues to function in close association with the world’s major national
libraries including those in the region, especially through the exchange of books and other library
material. In addition the SLNLSB interacts closely with regional as well as international library
associations and organisations.
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The Board which was dissolved at thé end of February 1989 continued as such even at
commencement of the year 1990. During September 1990, seven members were appointed to
the Board of Directors by the Hon. Minister of Education in terms of Sec. 2 of Act No. 17 of
1970. Accordingly the Board consists of the following members :

(1)  Mrs Ishwari Corea Chairperson
(2) Rev Galaboda Gnanissara Thero member
(3) MrH A Wimalagunawardene "

(4) Dr (Mrs) Wimala de Silva "

(5) MrNTS A Senadeera "

(6) Miss Kumudu Guruge "

(7)  Mr K Saputhanthri !

(8)  MrR A Palihapitiya !

During 1990, 04 meetings of the Board of Directors were held.
Advisory Committees

During the year, the following Advisory Committees which were appointed to advise the
publication division in the organisation functioned smoothly. The meetings of the committees
were held as follows :

Name of the committee No. of meetings
*  Publications Advisory Committee 22
*  Printing Committee 22

Foreign Visitors ,
During the year the following foreign visitors visited the National Library of Sri Lanka :

Mr Allen Cargill - Asst. Director General - National Library of Australia

26-28 April, 1990
Mrs Hussain Habiba - Director - National Library of Maldives 26-28 April, 1990
Mr Abdul Akthar - Director General - National Library of Pakistan 24-25 October, 1990

Revision of the Act of the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board

The attention of the Board has been focussed on the need to effect changes to the current
Act of the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board as a remedial measure to overcome certain
flaws existing in it. The Board decided to appoint a committee to study in depth the special needs
of the Sri Lanka’s library sector and the Acts of the National Libraries in the other countries in

the world and recommend an appropriate draft amendment Act. This committee consisted of the
following members :

1. Mrs Ishwari Corea - Chairperson, Sri Lanka National Library Services Board. (Committee’s
Chairperson)

2. MrM S U Amarasiri-Director (Actg.), Sri Lanka National Library Services Board
3. Mr Stephen Parker - International Library Consultant

4. MrNTS A Senadeera - Librarian, University of Peradeniya
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5. Mr W B Dorakumbura - Librarian, University of Sri Jayewardenepure
6. Mr S M Kamaldeen — President, Sri Lanka Library Association
7. Mr N M Sumanasekera - Senior Legal Draftsman, Legal Daftsmen’s Dept..

Staff Changes

Appointments
During the year, the following new appointments were made :
Assistant Librarians 12, Library Assistants Grade 11l - 8, Library Attendants S, Machine
Operator 1, Book Binders 3
Acting appointments

An officer who held the post of clerk was appointed to act in the post of Maintenance
Officer.

Promotions
The following promotions were made during the year :
2 Library Assistants Grade II to Grade I, Library Assistant Grade III to Grade II, Clerk
Grade II to Grade I , Typist/Clerk Grade III to Grade II .
Resignations
During the year, the following resigned :
Librarian, Assistant Librarian, 2 Library Assistants Grade I, Typist Grade III and 1
Sanitary Labourer
Vacation from service

Mr W J M Jayaweera Bandara who served in the post of Assistant Director on contract
basis vacated his post in April, 1990 and Mr B S Dayananda who served in the post of Public
Relations Officer vacated his post in October, 1990.

The staff of the Sri Lanka National Library Service Board on 31.12.1990 was as follows :

Post No. in service Vacancies
Director - 1
Deputy Director 1 1
Assistant Director 1 5
Accountant - 1
Assistant Accountant 1
Librarian 3 6
Assistant Librarian 13 2
Computer Programmer/Analyst grade 11 - 1
Publications Officer - 1

Financial Assistant 1
Maintenance Officer -
Library Assistant grade I

-
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Library Assistant grade I1 ' 8 10
Library Assistant grade I 12
Stenographer (Supra Grade) 1
Stenographer (Upper Grade)
Stenographer (Lower Grade)

Clerk grade [

Clerk grade I1

Typist/Clerk grade III

Typist grade 111

Telephonist/Receptionist
Book-Keeper/Accounts Clerk

Store Keeper grade II

Store Keeper grade 111

Computer Programmer

Punch Card Data entry Machine Operator
Computer Operator

Cashier

Machine Operator

Electrician

Book - Binder

Library Attendant

Driver

Garden Labourer

Office Labourer

Cycle Orderly

Watcher

Sanitary Labourer
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Opening of the National Library

His Excellency the President R. Premadasa ceremonially opened the National Library of
Sri Lanka on 27.4.1990. It was a sustained effort since 1970 that made it possible to establish the
National Library of Sri Lanka this year. The event is.indeed a landmark in the sphere of
education and cultural sectors in Sri Lanka. During the past, many professional work of the
National Library which were attended to by the numerous divisions of the Sri Lanka National
Library Services Board were assigned as its fixed divisions with the establishment of the
National Library. The staff of the Board , during the first few months of the year attended to
many of the preparatory organisation tasks in connection with the opening of the National
Library. Procuring different types of book racks as well as reading tables needed by the library,
acquiring and fix audio visual material, arrange the main auditorium, repairing the building, re-
arranging the collection of books at the National Library of methodically, holding conferences
with the chief Librarians in the country regarding the responsibilities and tasks of the National
Library, publishing souvenirs, organising religious functions and attending to the work,
connected with the celebarations were the many varied tasks performed during this period.

The National Library of Sri Lanka was opened at an outstanding ceremonial function at
which H.E. The President, Hon. Minister for Education and Higher Education, Hon. Minister for =
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Education Services as well as many distinguished local and foreign visitors participated . For the
benefit of those who attended the function, two exhibitions were organised in the basement and
“on the first floor of the National Library. A cultural pageant was held at the conclusion of the
celebrations.

Staff Training

Local Training A

1. Postgraduate Diploma course in writership and communication - Sri Jayewardenepura
University - Mr M A Milton, Asst. Librarian, Mr H N Pieris, Actg. Publication Officer -
one year from October, 1990

2. Training course on Book Binding - National Archives Department - Mr D A
Dharmasena, Library Assistant-6.8.1990 - 28.9.1990

3. Advanced course on Storekeeping- Sri Lanka Institute of Development Administration -
Mr R D D D Tillakaratne, Store Keeper - 9.9.1990 - 4.11.1990

4. Asia Pacific Regional Information Network- Workshop on Medicinal Herbs - Ceylon

Institute of Scientific and Industrial Research - Mrs C D Daniel, Assistant Librarian -
21.8.1990 - 25.8.1990

Foreign Training /Tours

1. International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions - Annual Conference-
Sweden - Mrs Ishvari Corea, Chairperson - 18.8.1990 - 24.8.1990

2. Second Meeting of the Asia Pacific Social Science Documentation Advisory Committee
- Thailand - Mr M S U Amarasiri, Acting Director - 13.8.1990 - 16.8.1990

3. Seminar on Conservation activities in South Asian Libraries - India - Mrs Ishvari Corea,
Chairperson, Mrs D M Tilakaratne, Assistant Librarian - 10.12.1990 - 15.12.1990

4. Kottayam International Book Exhibition - India - Mrs Nalini de Silva, Acting Deputy

Director - 3.1.1990 - 14.1.1990

5. Training Programme on the establishment of a Computer Data Centre - India - Mr HM
Gunaratne Banda, Acting Assistant Director - 19.2.1990 - 26.2.1990

Construction and Maintenance Work

Painting of the National Library building, repair activities, construction of the name
board of the National Library, completion of the work in the auditorium, acquisition of a new
telephone system, preparation of two new rooms for stores, maintenance of the premises in peak
form, fixing of lights at the reading tables in the reading rooms and daily maintenance tasks were
attended to during this year.

Acquisition Division

The acquisition of appropriate books and various types of other library material for the
National Library of Sri Lanka is the responsibility of the Acquisition Division. ~

According to the Acquisition Policy of the National Library, consideration is given to
acquire the following on a priority basis : (i) publications published in Sri Lanka,
(ii) publications about Sri Lanka published in foreign countries, (iii) publications by Sri Lankans
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published in foreign countries, (iv) main referen'/ée sources, (v) other reference sources wl.mich. are
especially needed for research but cannot afford by other libraries and (vi) publications
pertaining to library and information science.

In addition, publications are received from UNESCO as deposit copies. In res.pec.t of
categories (i) to (iii) above three copies of each publication are obtained. As regards publlc?atlc?ns
pertaining to library and information science, two copies are purchased from each publication
and a copy of each of the reference publication.

Acquisition of Deposit Copies

In accordance with the amendment made in 1976 to the Printers and Publishers
Ordinance of 1885, a copy of every publication published in Sri Lanka is legally entitled to be
added to the collection at the National Library of Sri Lanka. This law is implemented by the
National Archives Department and the SLNLSB receives one copy of the publications deposited
by printers/publishers with the National Archives Department. During the year, under review
nearly 6 000 books and other publications as well as nearly 10 000 newspapers were received
under the legal deposit scheme.

Purchases

It is mainly through purchases that publications required by the National Library are
acquired. In making local purchases, special attention is paid to include publications which do
not fall under the legal deposit scheme, items which fall under the legal deposit scheme but are
not deposited and the required extra copies of publications received under the deposit scheme.
Furthermore special attention is paid to acquire foreign publications and basic reference sources
in the fields mentioned earlier. The different sources made use of to make the purchases are local
and foreign bibliographies, catalogues, book lists, newspapers, periodicals etc. In 1990 a sum of
Rs 1.8 million had been set apart and by the end of the year, the National Library had purchased
library material worth Rs 1.4 million. Orders for purchase had also been made to cover the

balance. During the year 948 books, 597 periodicals, 16 micro films and 239 cassettes have been
purchased.

International Books Exchange

The National Library collection is also enhanced through contacts with other national
and major libraries in foreign countries. This process paves the way for the exchange of library
material. By the end of the year, National Library of Sri Lanka had exchange contacts with 37
foreign libraries. Library material valued at Rs 32,238.00 had been received by the National
Library of Sri Lanka from foreign libraries. The National Library of Sri Lanka has despatched to
foreign libraries, library material valued at Rs 24,198.00 under the exchange programme.

Gifts

Gifts received from individuals as well as from numerous organisations have greatly
helped to develop the National Library collection. Such gifts received in this manner by the
National Library have made it possible for the general public to gain access to them.

The private library of the author, late Mr. Martin Wickramasinghe and many items of
historical value collected by him have been received as gifts to the National Library. The book
collection had been received sometime ago while the other items of historical value were
received during this year. Mr Arthor C Clark has agreed to donate his library to the National
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Library and a number of discussions -Have been held in this connection. This collection is
expected to be acquired to the National Library in 1991.

Collection of Rare Books

Ola leaf manuscripts, other rare manuscripts pertaining to Sri Lanka and rare printed
books are collected to be deposited in the National Library. A special effort was made during
this year to acquire rare books published in Sri Lanka. Publicity was given to this matter
through newspaper advertisements frequently. By the end of the year, valuable *ola leaf
manuscripts numbering 84, 38 manuscripts and 38 rare books at a total cost of Rs 44,150.00
were purchased by the National Library. The Rare books Committee of the National Library
examined all the relevant books and library material and determined the prices for their
purchase.

International Standard Book Numbering Project

The Sri Lanka National Library Services Board functions as the National Agency for
International Standards Book Numbering. Through this process, ISBN numbers are assigned to
all new publications and the relevant numbers and information about the publications are

. communicated annually to the ISBN centre in Germany. Through this project, local publications

-~
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aré given pub11c1ty at international level and assistance is given to maintain the publication
stahdards at a high lével. The publishers who are issued these numbers are classified ‘into_three

h groups as commercial publishers, govérnment and non government institutional pubhshers and
* private/author publishers. During the year 107 new publishers were registered and were issued

publisher prefixes. In addition, publications numbering 1329 of 264 pubhshers wcre assigned
ISBN numbers during the year categorised as follows :

Type of publisher Titles

* Commiet¢ial publishers + 548
** Governinentand non government institutional '

publishers ‘ 488

Private/author publishers 293

Total 1329

After the opening of the National Library, the main division that was inaugurated anew,
was the Reader Services Division. The primary function of the Reader Services Division is to
provide facilities to the readers for access to the books and other library material in the National
Library. Such facilities have been provided in three floors of the National Library. Facilities
have been ,provrded for 350 readers at the National library. Being a new service, priority
attentron was paid for the preparation and printing of a variety of stationery material related to
the reader services activities eg. membership application forms, letterheads, various other forms
and also prepare relevant regulations. :

User Educatron and Publlclty Activities

_ , Tge N tlonal legary bemg a new orgamsanon, the primary responsibility of the Reader
ServLces Duivision % % publicise the National Library and services and fagilities its provided to
the readers.
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/

A special effort was made to put across the message to the general publi? abput the
National Library by the publication of material regarding the National Library, publication of a
poster, launching of several publicity programmes through the media - ie. Sri Lanka
Broadcasting Corporation, the Rupavahini Corporation, newspapers etc. ‘conducting several
seminars for librarians on the theme, include lectures about the National Library in the training
programmes of the Education Division. :

During the year, information in great detail about the National Library and its services
was supplied to those engaged in research activities at the universities, research institutions,
government departments, corporations and other institutions. The National Library Lectures
Programmes organised and conducted monthly was an attempt made to attract the attention of
intellectuals and research workers towards the National Library. :

At the same time many symposiums were held at the National Library. The Reader
Services Division also provides facilities to see the National Library. A large number of school
children, librarians and the library science students were provided with facilities to see. the
National Library during this period.

Reference and Information Service

After the opening of the National Library, the Reader Services Division successfully
fulfilled the tasks of providing reference and information services. The readers have been served
through the varied collections stored in three floors of the National Library. Of the collections,
the majority of readers had used the newspaper collection, periodical collection, and reference
collection. At the present time, the National Library owns 13 book collections. During the year

permanent membership of the National Library was obtained by 61 readers while 236 obtained
short term reader membership.

Photo Copy Service

‘Readers have been provided with the opportunity to obtain photo copies of the

documents in the National Library collection at concessionary rates. During the year 183 readers
have been supplied with 1096 photo copies. ‘

inquiry Service

Inquiries made over the telephone, by éorrespondence and by personal callers were

attended to by the Reader Services Division. During the year 116 repliés had been givén to such
- queries. : : :

‘Library Service for the Blind and the Visually Handicapped

The preliminary work in regard to the project for the provision of library facilities to the
blind and the visually handicapped was started as a Sub-Division of the Reader Services
Dlvisxon: A preliminary report has been compiled with the help of information collected from
institutions and organisations involved in this sector. o ‘

Inter Library Loan Service

. . . bl . l : '
Asa pr_ellmmary step to establish an inter library loan service among the libraries in the
Island, the Natronal Library, commenced the inter library loan service Tn a limited way during
the year. This service is in‘operation now among several main libraries. It is proposed to expand
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this service on a wider scale after preparing standards at a national level and establish the inter
library loan service on a firm footing in 1991.

‘Documents Supply Service

The supply of documents in a limited way was started during the year in response to
requests by individuals and institutions. It is proposed to conduct this service on a wider scale
during 1991.

National Bibliographical Services Division

The primary task of the National Bibliographical Services Division is to compile
bibiliographies including the Sri Lanka National Bibliography. The main projects of this
Division are the publication of the National Bibliography, Retrospective Bibliography and
Children's Bibliography etc. The publication of the National Bibliography is considered an
important responsibility of a National Library in any country. The National Bibliography is the
only publication which presents information officially and scientifically about publications
published in the country.

Sri Lanka National Bibliography

The National Bibliography is an authority publication : which includes information on all
publications published in the country. The publication of the Sri Lanka National Bibliography
was commenced by SLNLSB in 1974. From 1962 to 1974 this task was undertaken by the
National Archives Department. After the establishment of the Sri Lanka National Library
Services Board in 1970, this was assigned to the Library Services Board in 1974. During this
year the staff in the Bibliographical Services Division was increased and its activities were
reorganised. This helped to complete the work of several outstanding bibliographies and
commence several new activities. During this year, Sri Lanka National Bibliography Vol. 1988
(7-12), 1989 (1-6) and (7-12) were compiled. The compilation of Vol (1-6) 1990 is in progress.

Information Service on Forthcoming Publications

The preparation of a bibliography containing information of forthcoming publications is
a new activity which commenced during this year. In other countries where bibliographic
information activities are conducted at a superior level, the readers are supplied with information
regarding the books which are due to be published in the near future. So far, this activity has not
been introduced to Sri Lanka. During this year, the National Library commenced this service.
The bibliography of forthcoming publications is compiled with the help of information collected
from publishers. It is to be included as a section in the Sri Lanka National Bibliography from
1990 and it is now in the press.

Retrospective Bibliography

It was in 1963 that the compilation of the Sri Lanka National Bibliography had
commenced. Hence it was considered as a very important national task to compile a

- retrospective bibliography pertaining to the local publications prior to 1963. The compilation of

a retrospective bibliography to cover the period 1885-1962 commenced during this year. As the
first step, a retrospective bibliography for the year 1962 was in the course of compilation. The
legal deposit collection of the National Archives Department was made use of to accomplish this
activity.
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Cumulative Bibliography 4

The compilation of cumulative bibliography which includes information about all the
publications in the country during each year, commenced during this year. Accordingly, with the
assistance of information included in all the National Bibliographies covering the publications
in 1987, compilation of a cumulative bibliography had been compileted.

Children's Bibliography

A children's bibliography covering the information of children's books published during
the year 1988 was compiled and published. This publication which carried the photographs of
the front page covers including a brief description about books was the first of its kind published
locally in such manner. Particularly this Children's Bibliography will be a useful guideline for
- the selection of books for the children's sections, of school and public libraries.

Cataloguing Division

Cataloguing Division can be considered as one of the main technical division of the
Board. The preparation of catalogue cards which include accurate information of all library
material which are added to the National Library collection and maintain the National Library
catalogue are its assigned functions. As the readers do not have direct access to the collection at
the National Library of Sri Lanka, the National Library Catalogue is important for them to get at
the essential information on the collection.

- National Library Catalogue

A special programme of activity was carried out to catalogue a large number of library
material obtained during the past few years for the National Library. Accordingly, about 40 000
books and other library material hitherto collected were catalogued.

Documentation Services Division

The documentation services activities form a very important task among the functions of
the National Library. The main objective of a documentation service is to explore not only the
information available within the collection in the National Library but also the information
spread throughout the country and make them available to the readers for their convenience.

This division has been assigned several tasks which are considered important both
nationally and internationally. The compilation of bibliographies and directories, maintaining
the National Union Catalogue as well as the Referral Centre are the major functions.

National Union Catalogue

The National Union Catalogue is made use of to refer the readers to the sources of
relevant publications as it is not possible to the National Library to obtain all the published
materials. In the circumstances, the National Library collects information on the sources
available in the other major libraries in the country. This is a task which has to be attended to
methodically during a long period of time. During the year, information about the collections in
4 main libraries in Sri Lanka was obtained for the National Union Catalogue. At present 6 main
libraries contribute to the National Union Catalogue.
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National Referral Centre .

The National Referral Centre functions to collect information to cater to requests made
to the Social Science Documentation Centre by local and foreign organisations. That being its .
main task, it makes use of the National Union Catalogue. The centre attends to requests made by
post, telephone or personally. It supplies photostat copies, directs to other institutions to get
additional information, supply copies of publications, collects essential information and despatch
them by post. ‘

A large number of numerous types of bibliographies and Indexes compiled by the
studenis of the Sri Lanka Library Association during several years in the past were acquired to
the National Referral Centre.

This collection which consists information covering numerous subject areas, is a
valuable source.

Under the Provincial Council Library Development Programme of the National Library,
plans are afoot to establish a Regional Union Catalogue encompassing the respective collections
in all the libraries falling within each Pradeshiya Sabha area. When this proposal materialises
more strong and viable Union Catalogues and Referral Centers will be organised.

Compilation of Bibliographies

The Documentation Services Division, has during this year too, attended to the
compilation of bibliographies, directories and indexes. During the year action was taken in the
compilation of 'Sri Lanka Conference Index 1987-1990,' 'Directory of Social Scientists in Sri
Lanka Part I,' 'Directory of Social Science Libraries, Information Centres and Data Bases
in Sri Lanka.'

Library Development and Research Division

The task of the Development and Research Division is to grant assistance to the different
types of libraries established throughout the country and also engage itself in library planning
activities at national level. Most of the activities of this division are of a consultative nature.
Providing professional directions to libraries, rendering assistance for library development,
implementing the Provincial Council library development project, conducting library surveys,
holding book exhibitions, and compiling library standards are some of the main functions of the
division.

Professional Advice for Libraries

Supply of advisory services about library organisation is a service provified. by the
National Library. During the year, professional advice was given for the organisation and
development of 13 libraries.

Library Development Assistance
Book Donations for Libraries

With a view to develop numerous types of libraries and also to make available new
books to the respective readers the Board gifts books. The numerous publications of the Board
and those purchased wnder the publication assistance projects are untilised for this purpose.
Information is obtained and decided about the donations on the condition of the libraries, their
financial status, number of readers and their types. During this year, books valued at
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/,
Rs 1,241,931 were gifted to public, schools, pirivena, departmental, welfair sociaties youth
organisations and other types of libraries numbering 464.

Runfurly Book Aid Service

The Ranfurly Books Service of the United Kingdom donates books from.time to time to
the National Library for distribution among the libraries in Sri Lanka. Under this scheme 6301
books were distributed among suitable libraries during the year.

Supply of Furniture and Equipment

The objective of this project is to encourage heads of institutions specially in school,
public and pirivena library sectors to construct new buildings for libraries and to provide
scientifically planned library fumniture and equipment. Under this project, orders have been
placed for the purchase of Rs 1.1 million worth of library furniture and equipment during this
year. Under this project, book racks, reading tables, chairs, newspaper stands, catalogue cabinets
etc. useful for small libraries have been ordered and arrangements have been planned for their
distribution among suitable libraries.

Provincial Councils Library Development Project

During 1990 the primary intention of the Development and Research Division was to
engage itself in the planning of a suitable base for a systematic library service in the country.
Accordingly, after a comprehensive study on how to organise the library service under the new
decentralised administrative structure a project report entitled "Provincial Council Library
Development Project" was compiled. Under this many proposals were putfarward as to how the
library service should be reorganised to suit the new administrative structure.. The main proposal
was to establish an Authority for library activities within each provincial council area.
According to the proposal such an Authority was to be vested with all the powers of planning
and maintenance of library services.

It was proposed that in order to conduct the library activities on a set plan, in addition to
this Authority, the library system was to consist of several tiers to meet the current needs of the
provincial council administrative structure. Further, it was suggested that a Central Library be
established in a province to function as the main library which should interact closely with
Provincial Library Authority.

As each province consists of several districts, it was proposed to establish in every
district a Central Library. The district Central Library was to function as the main library in the
respective district. Such library was to coordinate the functions of the libraries at the grass root
level within its range.

The Pradeshiya Sabha is to hold a very important position in the proposed provincial
council library plan. In each Pradeshiya Shabha area, a Pradesshiya Central Library is to be
established and it has to attend to the planning activities of the libraries in the area and also
grant, advice and assistance to them. In this manner, through the provincial council library
project, it is expected that the country's library service is developed for the first time on a
national plan. In this connection many discussions were held with the uva and north central
provincial councils. The provincial council library development project paper was compiled
taking into consideration their suggestions as well. With the assistance of the government and the

Provincial Councils, it is expected to implement the proposals during 1991 which is reckoned as
the local government year.
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Library Surveys

For the purpose of the collection of statistical data and also to assess the development of
the libraries, the district level surveys which commenced a few years ago, continued this year
too. Accordingly, the surveys in respect of Kurunegala, Monaragala and Ratnapura districts
were completed and the relevant information was published as directories. The Directory on
Kalutara district is in print.

Book Exhibitions

The objective of book exhibitions is to make the reading public in Sri Lanka aware about
new publications and also to supply the books at concessionary prices. During 1990, ten book
exhibitions were held. These were held at Bandarawela, Katubedda, Rathnapura, Polonnaruwa,
Bandaragama, Pallekelle, Weligama, Badulla, Gampaha and Colombo University.

Books Loan Service

As an assistance to the libraries which are weak in library resources a book loan service
was conducted in libraries in Kotte, Gampaha, Colombo Central and Kolonnawa education
circuits. Accordingly, new books are supplied on loan from time to time to about 40 school
libraries. This service has been considered as a great boon by those school libraries.

Reference Book List for School Libraries

During this year, a reference book list which contained appropriate new books for school
libraries was compiled. This has greatly facilitated the work of school librarians in placing
orders for new books. ‘

Compilation of Library Standards

Yet another important task completed during this year is the compilation of standards for
public and school libraries. A committee was appointed during mid year to attend to this task.
At the end of the year, the committee made its recommendations regarding appropriate standards
for the respective grades of public and school libraries. The Board accepted the
recommendations and it fulfilled a long felt national need in the library field.

National Library Bookshop

During this year, the Hon. Minister of Educational Services, opened a special sales outlet
at the National Library with a view to supply books at concessionary prices to libraries. Apart
from libraries, general public too are supplied books at concessionary prices. Library stationery
items eg. accession registers, book slips, book pockets, date labels, catalogue cards etc. are also
available in the bookshop at concessionary price. The income of the sales outlet for the year was
Rs 252,938.

Purchase of New Publications

During this year, the SLNLSB introduced a project to purchase of books to assist
authors. Accordingly, books published during the year or during the last three months of the
previous year, which were considered suitable for libraries, were purchased subject to a
maximum sum of Rs 5,000 by way of assistance. 253 new titles were purchased through this
project.
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/
Library Education and Training Division

The primary task of the Education and Training Division is to conduct short term
education and training programmes as continuing education programmes for the benefit of
librarians. At present the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board is the only institution
which provides continuing further education facilities to the librarians in service. Such
programmes provide opportunities to get an insight into new techniques in library field updating
and widening of knowledge.

Training Programmes for School Librarians

There are only a limited number of professionally qualified librarians who serve in the
school libraries in the country. As a remedial measure, the service of teachers is obtained to
manage the school libraries. The National Library conducts training programmes to such
teachers on library management and library science. During this year, 8 training programmes
each of 5 days duration were conducted in 8 districts for the benefit of teacher librarians with the
assistance of the Ministry of Education and provincial Directors of Education. Through these
programmes 411 teacher librarians were trained.

Training Programmes for Librarians of Public Libraries

For the benefit of librarians serving in public libraries in the Island, 3 training
programmes lasting 5 days each were conducted with the assistance of the International Centre
for Training of Rural Leaders at Embilipitiya and 86 librarians were trained.

Tiaining Programmes for Librarians of Pirivena Libraries

During this year, with a view to develop the libraries in pirivenas two training
programmes in library science were organised in Anuradhapura and Matale districts. 42 pirivena
librarians participated in these programmes.

Janasaviya Mobile Library Training Programme

. Three day training progamme and a one day ,tfaining seminar for the benefit of 30
Ll'brary caretakers of Hambanthota Janasaviya Library Service were conducted by the SLNLSB
with the assistance of Hambanthota District Secretariat.

National Library Seminars

In connection with the opening of the National Library, 4 seminars each of one day
durat?on were organised to educate the librarians about the National Library and its services.
202 librarians serving in various library fields participated in these seminars.

In-service Training

During the year, a batch of students who followed training programmes conducted by the

Sri. Lanka Library Association and an official of the Seylan Bank were provided in-service
training facilities in the National Library.
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National Library Lecture Series

<

, With a view to widen the knowledge of the general community about the National
Library and also to attract readers to the National Library, a monthly lecture programme was
organised from June, 1990. This lecture series commenced with a lecture by Dr. Gamani Corea
and during the year the following 7 lectures had been conducted.

1. Development perspectives in the 1990s - Dr Gamani Corea
2. BemE qeed @Hr@red Bmimena - Prof. Chandra
Wickramagamage
3. 58D 6ERI0Te e¢rdoeained
OH 3@ @ BB ©IOG - Dr K D G Wimalaratne

4. Telecommunication Development in

in Sri Lanka - Present trends and

future prospects - Mr P Wickramaarachchi
5. S 3BeBcy edyed 20 Odssm) - Mr Edwin Ariyadasa
6. & @-me8 eond gz Hedyed oOg

oo 9dsvmd - Mr Henry Samaranayake
7. Rare Books about (Ceylon) Sri Lanka

17th - 19th centuries - A historical survey - Mr Wilfred M Gunasekera

Publication Division

The main task of the Publication Division is to operate and conduct the publication
projects of the Board. The major projects operated by the publications division could be
identified as Publications Assistance project, editing of classical literature and the publication of
SLNLSB publications. In addition, the media publicity on various activities of the Board is also
done by this division.

Publication Assistance Project

The publication assistance project started in 1984 by the Sri Lanka National Library
Services Board is the main publication development project in the island. So far, about 600 new
publications have been published under this project. Annually, Rs. 2.5 million is spent through
this project and in 1990 new publications numbering 104 were published. The new publications
are listed below :

Author Title
Ratne Wijetunga ecd®0 ©) BdB8e8coHe
Santha Weerawardana Beoidc
Piyasena Ratuvithana 6538 quo@
Ananda Jayasinghe ocBE &
Munidasa Senarat Yapa ed® B.m»e qoes o8
Tyronne Fernando a8 8€aid / The voice that

hummed the original tune
Piyadasa Ranasinghe B comIe oo
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A D Chandresekera
Bobie G Botheju

R L Weeraratne

P Welikala

Dayasena Gunasinghe
Kulatilaka Kumarasinghe
Tilaka Navaratne

D D Dias

Sunil J Semasinghe
Sarath Karunanayake
K G Premaratne

T B Ilangaratne

K P Karunasena
Ranjith Dharmakirthi
Henry Weerasinghe
Ranjith Malliyawadu
Sunanda Mahendra

K G Nihalnanda

Lal Perera

Rev Ahungalle Wimalanandi Tissa
Munidasa Somathilaka
Chandrasin Palliyaguru

M H M Nimal Bandara
Sunanda Mahendra

Lesli B Sirimanna
Dharmasena Perera

W M Premachandra De Silva
Hema Liyanage

Jayatilaka Kammellaweera
Neela Gunasekera

Tissa Kariyawasam
Karunatilaka Handuwela
Asoka Peiris

B A Hemapala

Eric Ilayapparachchi

A M S W Amarakoon
Karunaratne Makaduwawa
Lalith Gunawardane
Premadasa Rodrigo

R Amaradasa
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Nisitha Warnasuriya
Ranadewa Alwis

Sathya Dayaratne
Sathyapala Galketiya

Pearl R Kankanamge

Dr U B Karunananda

K G Premaratne

G Neetha Malanie Bandara
Rohan Piyadasa

Jayantha Wimalasena
Alawattagoda Pemadasa
Fr Marcellene Jayakody
Kusum Ekanayake
Handunge Saranapala
Rohana Dundeniya

Rev Hedawinne Thejoransi
Gamini S G Punchihewa

Nelson Jayaweera
Kulasena Fonseka
Saliya Senasekara
Wimala Wijesuriya

Tilakaratne Kuruvita Bandara

Nimal Sedara

Administration report - 1990 89
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Eileen Siriwardana On Perilous Seas
R M Wimalaratna @O c3ep OB
Vajira Narampanawa B0 600 S8
Ratna Sri Wijesinghe Dotn BOw qOesd
Sunil Maddumage R ¢ - Dy ores
Cyril Gamage CTN®0 ¢ ceide] Oreless
Chandraratne Bandara e®0¢
Yasawardana Rodrigo ®E DQod @0 08
U K Sunil Karunaratne ®8910D089 etodo ® OBS
Viola Talangama Smc @100 e cdod o
Jayalath Manorathne »E0H M@
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/)
Rev. Pandit Bopitiye Gnanawasa ' ¢® eoeed crdud @m dnoel Dnsled
Rev. Maduruoye Dhamissara e@9¢D Bedcon
"WV Abayaguné;ivardana o606 eIl ogw
Chandani Devika Punchihewa eccoredd '
Rev. Wegama Piyaratana 218 aO0DI0SIB 8EARO DIOE”
©ocIw
Somadevi Paranayapa od 0ydr e@mRHE)
Lal Premanath De mel 8 cododmed 3¢ oo edad SO
edom)
Ranjit Jayasekara Siriwardana Bew@ D1 B®d@»
Samantha Herat 8¢
Susil Gunaratna DE® 5He®ID 070NBD Lo
Saman Chandranath Weerasinghe qed ened 008
Winee Vitharane The Night of Doom
Bandula Guruge ®ed Sow o edod endom)
K M M Sheriff PanQoad prHIEper
Hasantha Sri Lal Hettiarachchi C016®¢ Ore®¢
K Karunatilaka qooR 8oy gebaw
Daya Rohana Athukorala Lo O

Board Publications
During 1990 the following publications were published, as National Library Publications .

1 8 @) H8m gdomeEs - @0 mEiow (National Library of Sri Lanka -
Commemorative volume)
2 8 E:m 58D gFomew - Bdio (inauguration of National
30e® cece Library of Sri Lanka)
3 gdome 0doresn 8€ag o @ess®®  (Translation of Introduction to
Library Administration)

Editing of Classical literature

Under this project started in 1987, the editing of Pansiyapanas Jatakaya, Pujavaliya and
Mahavansaya is in progress.

Conservation and Preservation Division

The conservation of the National Library collection for the future is the main-
responsibility of the National Library. Accordingly, the main function of this Division is to
organise, protect and preserve the library material in the National Library. The National Library
collection has to face constant challenges in regard to preservation activities. The old rare books
are purchased by the National Library in fairly large numbers. Very often such library material
received in a very poor condition. Hence special preventive steps have to be taken to avoid
conservation problems. The collection has been placed in an air conditioned area and in order to
withstand damage by fire, special early warning system and fire fighting equipment have been
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installed. Publications received under the legal deposit scheme are packed and kept in-special
security boxesg.

Binding of Books
Procurement of assistance of Binders from outside

The assistance of binders from outside sources is sought when specialised binding
techniques are deemed necessary to conserve the National Library collection. Such skilled
binders have restored a large number of rare publications of the National Library collection.

Book Binding Unit

The book binding unit, established in 1989 for book binding activities and other
conservation activities was further strengthened during this year. At the moment 5 binders serve
in the unit. Many preservation tasks including the binding of books of the National Library,
construction of conservation boxes and production of library stationary etc. are attended to in the
unit. During the year a new cutting machine was purchased for the use of the unit. This is a
great support to extent the activities af the unit.

Other Conservation Activities
Fumigation and Cleaning

A special task force has been assigned to the constant examination of the National
Library collection and also to attend to cleaning up and fumigation tasks. In this connection
several fumigation almyrahs have been utilised.

Conservation of Ola Leaf Books

A special work programme is carried out to conserve the rare ola leaf manuscripts in thc
National Library collection. The assistance of a local specialist in ola leaf conservation has been
obtained and ancient practices for ola leaf conservation followed. At present an officer of the
Conservation Division of the National Library functions as an under-study of the specialist.

Conservation Plan at National Level

It is the responsibility of the National Library to examine the activities relating to
conservation and preservation of library material in other libraries in Sri Lanka, encourage and
assist the respective librarians to maintain their conservation activities satisfactorily. In the
library science training programmes conducted by the Education Division of the SLNLSB, the
conservation of library material is specially discussed. .

During this year, a book related to this subject was published by the National l_Jlbrary for
the use of librarians. Far more expansive steps in this regard have been emphasised in the plan
proposed for libraries established within the areas of the Provincial Councils. Accordlpg to thg
proposals, in the regional Central Libraries and the District Central Libraries a special dlvnglor} is
to be established to attend to conservation tasks. At the same time, at least a small book binding
unit has to be maintained at the central libraries falling within the Pradeshiya Sabha areas. By
this means, a very expansive conservation programme will be put into operation throughout the
island.
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Conclusion

We are extremely grateful for the assistance we received from the Ministry of Education
& Higher Education, Ministry of Education Services, members of the Board of Directors and the
staff of the Board. we also offer our thanks to all the officials who assisted us in the preparation
of this report.

M S U Amarasiri Ishvari Corea
Acting Director Chairperson

Sri Lanka National Library Services Board
Independence Avenue
Colombo 7.
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scount for the year ended December 31, 1990 prepared in terms of section 13(6) of the Finance Act No. 38 of 1971
id section 18(1) of the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board Act No. 17 of 1970.

Balance sheet as at December 31, 1990 Revenue and Expenditure Account for the year ended December 31, 1990




‘ear - 1989

63,205,895.33
5,030,411.87

822,335.67
33,498.00

13,244,249.51
2,000.00

119,493.65

139,706.50
119,875.76

68,236,307.20

855,833.67

13,365,743.16

259,582.26

82,717,466.25
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Balance Sheet as at December 31, 1990

Vi

Board Fund Account

Balance as at January 01
Credits during the year

Grants and Donations Account

Balance as at January 01
Add : Donations received during the year

Reservs & Provisions

Balance of Government

grants for the purchase of Capital Equipments
Donation received for the ceramony of National

Provision for Gratuities

Current Llabﬂities

Sundry Deposits
Sundry Creditors -

Library

68,337,666.20
13,105,685.34

855,833.67
32,098.00

9,791,243.69

239,563.18

131,250.24
193,642.77

Year - 1990

81,443,351.54

887,931.67

T 371 < Tl
BT Y. S T I

10,030,797.87

324,893.01

92,689,974.09




44,441,349.67
3,076,800.00
524,666.10

2,403,850.54
41,529.53
852,320.86
3,926,754.02
55,018.28
5,000.00
192,505.16
30,960.00
669,790.99

31,039.58
3,221,702.08
49,549.16
138,933.21
395,313.60

16,500,000.00
469,337.50
97,416.79

1,558,998.40
488,813.07

3,540,571.41
3,645.81
1,600.00

48,042,815.77

8,177,729.38

3,836,537.63
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ASSETS
Lands & Buildings

Value of the National Library Building
Add Work done during the year
Improvements of building

Value of the Murals of Board

Fixed Assets

Office equipments (Net value)

Library equipment (Net value)

Motor Vehicles (Net value)

Book Stock - National Library {Net value)

Book Stock - Books Exchange Service (Net value)
Acquisition of Intellectual Properties

Murals of the Board - Work in progress
Equipments for Folk Literature Section

Books purchased for National Science Library

Current Assets

Sundry Stock
Book stock -International Book Exchange Service

Book stock - Sales and Distributions
Library Stationery Stock - for sale
Stationery stock - Office

Library equipments - for donations

- Deposits

17,066,754.29

2,047,811.47

3,545,817.22

82,717,466.29

Treasury Deposits
Fixed deposits
Sundry deposits

Sundry Current Assets

Debtors & Pre-payments
Employee's Loans/Advances

Cash and Bank Balanceg

Bank balance
Cash balance
Petty cash Imprest

M.S.U. Amarasiri
Director /Secretary

52,087,622.67

726,216.17
395,355.21

7,569,188.12
37,376.58
767,088.78
4,604,369.69
41,263.71
5,000.00

30,960.00
968,767.48

56,184.88
5,161,210.71
142,149.12
134,340.26
385,488.60

15,500,000.00
469,337.50
105,916.79

2,165,864.03
852,718.57

457,723.22
21,232.00
1,600.00

Ishvari Corea
Chairman

53,209,194.05

14,024,014.3¢

. 5,879,373.57

16,075,254.2¢

3,018,582.6(

48,055.2.



Income -1989

7,000,000.00

13,976.13
3,994.00
6,560.56

43,740.38
1,474,109.61
10,654.65
308.89
2,344.16
4,170.21
192.20

643.50
120.75

21,281.75
13,922.30
4,035.00

1,260.00

700,000.00

24,530.69

1,535,520.10
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Government Grants

Government Grant for Reccurrent expenditure

Subscriptions for Publications

Sale of National Bibliography
Sale of Library Publications
Profit - sales of books

Interest Income

Interest on Fixed deposits

Interest on Treasury deposits

Interest on Special Distress loans

Interest on vehicle advances

Interest on special advances

Interest on advances taken for relieve indebtedness
Interest on distress loans

Sundry Income

Money received for books lost

Profit received from sale of Library Stationery
Sundry income .

Fees for Surveys

Amount received for photocopies

Tender forms fees

41,263.32

Lodging fees

Sale of Commemorative volume

Readers' registration fees

Amount received from auction of unservisable articles
Auditorium fees '

12,000,000.00

12,712.30
3,180.50
10,943.19

37,642.71
1,5676,027.41
34,595.44
197.69
1,870.82
1,088.43

4,433.22
- 75.00
98,140.75
11,994.00

" 5,500.00

1,170.00
2,750.00
4,215.00

2,966.75

1,962.50

Income - 1990

12,000,000.00

26,835.99

133,207.22



1989

2,051,173.90
337,698.29
5,400.00
61,460.33
10,400.00
804,368.52
56,385.79
1,100.00

39,337.00
212,399.00

85,838.29
7,523.10
11,353.50

~314,114.93
48,401.63
207,697.50
56,279.00

88,684.33
118,960.53
6,250.00
14,920.09

12,000.00
402,383.00
90,573.00
6,648.00

25,575.00
32,012.65
88,152.50
4,882.50
3,095.44
30,494.36

. 5,690.00
120,297.50
2,629.60
13,394.00

4,850.00
4,475.00
5,255.50

3,327,986.83

251,736.00

104,714.89

626,493.06

228,814.95

+ 97

Staff wages and Allowances

Staff wages and salaries

Special Cost of Living allowance
Allowances for Board meetings

Over time *

Allowances for Board Committe Members
Arrears of salaries

Arrears of over - time

Allowance for inspection of building work

Travelling Expenses
Travelling expenses of Board employees

Travelling expenses for travel abroad
Travelling expenses of Committe members

Supplies
Stationery and Printed froms
Purchase of publications for office use

Employee’ uniforms

Repairs and Maintenance of Capital Assets

Maintenance of buildings

Repairs and maintenance office equipments
Insurance of Properties

Maintenance of Board premises

Maintenance of Vehicles

-Cost of Fuel

Repairs and maintenance of motor vehicles
Motor Vehicle License fees
Motor vehicle insurance

Transport and Other Services

Rent

Electricity

Telephone charges

Transport,, warehousing charges and

lorry hires

Audit fees

postage

Advertisements

Printing charges

Bank Charges

Sundry expenditure
Entertainments expenses
Security expenses

Incom tax B
Fees for discipenary inquaries

.- Pees for Internal planning

862,409.91

Employees' training

Fees for Medical tests

Curtains for Board building

Expenses for opening of National Library
Employees welfare

1990

3,318,570.45
303,679.78
6,300.00
117,309.50
31,155.00

48,717.79
175,083.00
1,222.00

202,148.69
12,676.05

986,062.96
153,352.80
211,403.45

6,729.00

125,487.17
119,556.19
6,250.00
17,924.50

943,959.00
181,607.87
9,263.00

60,000.00
65,712.45
84,675.00
28,585.00
10,019.70
25,176.30
25,020.25

141,707.50

5,508.71
1,400.00
73,456.00
11,910.00
5,710.00
255,239.10
760,031.03
8,422.80

3,777,014.73

225,022.79

214,824.74

1,357,545.21

269,217.86

2,697,406.71
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Expanditure on Library Services
National Libra

32,802.82 Preservation of books Y 170,695.54
18,635.40 Donations of International Book Exchange Service 24,197.80
10,314.60 National Union Catalouge 63,869.55
12,770.40 Membership of International Libraries 34,962.00
17,643.25 International Standard Book Numbering project 2,254.00
Expenditure on Computer Section 2,376.60
192,166.47 298,355.49
Expenditure on National Bibliograph'y
68,299.72 Process of National Bibliography 160,057.25
1,520.00 Process of National Bibliography Catalouge 43,140.50
69,819.72 203,197.75
Development of Libraries and Research
65,248.74 Implementation of Library programmes 8,948.88
756,018.50 Value of books donated to the Libraries 1,241,931.13
344,901.00 Publication of Library Literature 24,250.12
89,176.42 Value of equipments donated 9,825.00
28,685.87 Expenditure on Book Development Project 49,750.45
Fees for examination of manuscripts 81,179.30
30,975.00 Process of Board Publications
98,593.20 Loss on publication of educational services diary
Library exhibition programmes 91,334.39
1,413,598.73 1,507,255.27
Library Education and Training
2,706.11 Library education and training programmes 118,403.12
3,155.70 International Seminars training programmes and
collection of information
1,726.45 Library education and research
87,588.26 118,403.12
Pensions, Pension Benefits and Gratuities
275,863.50 Employees' Provident Fund 412,310.40
68,965.59 Employees' Trust Fund. 103,077.72
119,493.65 Gratuities 181,181.75
126,515.99 Payment of arrears of E.P.F.
31,761.32 Payment of arrears of ET.F
622,600.05 696,569.87
Provisions for Depreciations
227,632.80 Office furniture, Equipment 240,385.05
94,702.30 Motor Vehicles 85,232.08 .
4,614.39 Library equipments 4,152.95
18,264.92 Book Stock - Book Exchange Service 13,754.57
345,241.41 343,524.65
468,170.83 Surplus income over expenditure for the year 2,103,127.52
8,601,314.11 13,811,465.71

MOQIT Armaarmace

Jaothermes (‘Aron
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AUDITOR - GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT

INDEPENDENCE SQUARE,

COLOMBO 7,

SRI LANKA

July23, 1992
Chairperson, ‘
Sri Lanka National Library Services Board,
Independence Avenue,
Colombo 07.

Report of the Auditor General on the accounts of the Sri Lanka National
Library Services Board for the Year ended December 31, 1990 in terms of
Section 14 (2) (c) of the Finance Act, No. 38 of 1971.

The audit of the accounts of the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board for the year ended
December 31, 1990 was carried out under my direction in pursuance of provisions in Article 154(1)
of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka read in conjunction with
Section 18 of the Library Services Board Act, No 17 of 1970 and Section 13(1) of the Finance
Act, No.38 0of 1971 . My observations which I consider should be published with the annual report of
the Board in terms of Section 14(2) (c) of the Finance Act, appear in this report. A detailed report in
terms of Section the 13(7)(a) of the Finance Act was furnished to the Board on May 25, 1992.

1:2 Scope of Audit

Audlt oplmon comments and findings in this report are based on a review of the ﬁnanmal statements
‘presented to audit and substartive tests of samples of transactions. The scope and extent of such
review and tests were such as to-enable as wide an audit coverage as possible within the limitations
“of staff, ‘other resources and time available to me. Sub - Sections (3) and (4) of Sections 13 of the
Finance Act give discretionary powers to the Auditor General to determine the scope’ and extent of
the audit.

2. Accounts

2:1 Opinion

Subject to my comments in this report, I am of opinion that the accounts presented have bee.n
satisfactorily prepared on the basis of generally accepted accounting principles applied on a basis
‘consistent with that adopted in the preceding year.

2:2 Financial Results

According tothe atrounts, the working of the Board for the year ended December 31, 1990 had
resulted 1n aeficit 6f Rs.9,896,873 and the Government Grant of Rs. 12,000,000 for recurrent
expenditure had changed the deficit to a surplus of Rs. 2,103,127. The corresponding deficit before
taking into account the Government Grant for the preceding year was Rs. 6,531,829 and the
Government Grant of Rs. 7,000,000 for recurrent expenditure of that year had changed the deficit to

a surplus of Rs.468,171
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The following statement gives a summary of the financial results for the year under review and the
preceding year.

/
Yéar Ended December 31.
1990 1989
Rs Rs Rs - Rs
Income
Interest on Theasury Deposits 1,576,027 1,474,110
Suevey Fees from the Book
Development project 98,141 21,282
Other Interest Income 37,752 17,670
Interest on Fixed Deposits 37,643 43,740
Sunday Income 35,067 19,981
Subscriptions for the
publications of the Board 26,836 1,811,466 24,531 1,601,314
Expenditure
Personal Emoluments and
‘Other Allowances 4,473,585 3,950,587
Administration and
Establishment 3,137,255 1,218,861
Library Services Expenses 1,924,013 1,693,353
Repairs and Maintenance of ‘ :
Capital Assets 1,626,763 855,308
Depreciation ‘ 343,525 345,214
Expenses on the Compilation :
of the National Bibliography 203,198 11.708.339 69.820 8.133.143
Deficit before Government Grant (9,896,873) (6,531,829)
Government Grant . -42,000,000 7.000,000
Surplus for the year -~ 2.103.127 448171

2:3 Financial Structure

The financial structure of the Board as at December 31, 1990 compared with that as at December 31.
1989 is given below

As at December 31.
1990 1989
Rs , Rs
Resources |
Board Fund 81,443,351 68,236,307
Reserves and Provisions ' 10,030,798 13,365,743 ..
Grants and Donations . 887.932 ' 855.834

92.362.081 82,457,884
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Utilization
Buildings (at cost) 53,209,194 48,042,816
Other Fixed Assets 14,024,014 8,177,729
Fixed Deposits 15,969,338 16,969,338
. Net Current Assets 9.159.535 9.268.001
92.362.081 82.457.884

2:4 Source and Application of Funds

The following statement shows the source and application of funds of the Board during the year
under review

Source Rs. Rs. - Rs.
Surplus for the year 2,103,127 ’
Add: Adjustments in respect o
of the preceding year 4.638.078
: 6,741,205

Add: Adjustments in respect of items
not involving movments of funds

Depreciation -

343,525 |
Payment of Gratuities 120.070 463.595
7,204,800
Other Sources
‘Government Grant for Capital -
Expenditure 3,000,000
Withdrawal of Treasury Deposits 1,000,000
Government Grant of the National library 10,824
ForeignAid~ - - - 32,098 .
s 4,042,922
11,247,722
Application : ‘ '
Additions to Fixed Assets 11,324,090 )
Books received as Donations 32,098 11,356,188 '

Decrease in working Capital as

analysed below . -108.466
Effect on the Working Capital
Decrease Increase
Rs. Rs. Rs.

' Cash and Bank Baianccs 3,065,262 -

Sunday Creditors and Deposits 65,311 -

Books for Sale and Distribution | - 1,939,508

Sundry Deposits, Debtors and o :

Prepayment -  — : - 61 5,332

Staff Loan Advanpes. -z - : - 363, o

Library Equipment and Stationery - ; 553,}45
" In ional ice Book - ’

International Exchange Service Books . 30573 3092107 108466
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2:5 Comments on Account
2:5:1 Accounting Policies i

(a) Depreciation had not been provided for in respect of buildings owned by the Board.

(b) The accrued liability in respect of the payment of gratuities had been computed as 5 per cent
of the total exlpenditure for the year on salaries and allowances.

(c) Payments made on foreign orders for the import of books are capitalised under the Library
books Account even where books had not been received.

2:5:2 Omissions in the Accounts

(a) The value of the land at the Independence Avenue, Colombo 07 in extent about two acres on
which the National Library services Board building had been constructed had not been brought
to account.

(b) The accrued water rates on account of the water consumed by the Board and the rental income
of Rs. 250,000 due from Encyclopaedia office on account of the office accommodation
provided for that office had not been brought to account.

- 2:5:3 Inappropriate Disclosures

(a) A deposit of Rs. 25,000 paid as a telephone dep051t during the year had been brought to account
as expenditure for the year. :

(b) Expenditure of Rs. 74,652 incurred on account of the preceding year had been brought to
account as expenditure for the year while expenditure of Rs. 289,107 incurred on account of the
current year had been brought to account as expenditure in respect of the ensuing year.

2:5:4: Assets not based on Physical verification

(a) Fixed assets valued at Rs. 77,224 and books valued at 5,240,228 had not been subjected to a
physical verification during the year of as at the end of the year.

(b) Although asserts valued at Rs.14,608,769 had been physically verified as at the end of the year,
adjustments had not been made in the accounts in respect of the deficiencies disclosed at the
verification.

2:5:5 Lack of Evidence for Audit

Fixed assets valued at Rs. 3,092,152 current assets valued at Rs. 2,165,864 current liabilities valued
at Rs. 131,250 and payment aggregating Rs. 1,529,556 could not be satisfactorlily vouched or ac-
cepted in audit due to the non availability of Registers of Fixed Assets, Boards of survey Reports,
confirmations, invoices, receipts, bills,details of orders, stores cemﬁcates, mvertory certificates and-
service agreements where applicable.

2:5:6 Non- compliance with Laws, Rules, Regulations and Management Decisions

Instances of non - compliance with laws, rules, regulations and management decisions observed in
audit are given below.



Reference to Laws, Rules
Regularions, etc.

(1) Finance Act,
No. 38 of 1971

(a) Section 13 (5)(d)

(b) Section 13 (16)

(c) Section 13 (8)

i

(d) Section 14 (3)

(e) Section 14(4)

. e EE—— s - ——————.

> A
it

O
(11) treasury Circular
No. 842 of December
19,1978
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Requirement

The Board to determine
the minimum Internal
Audit Programme in
Consultation with the
Audtor General

The accounts of the Board
together with the report

on the accounts as

required by the Auditor
General to be furnished

to the Auditor General
before the end of 04 months
after the close of the financial
year.

Action proposed to be
taken by the Board of
Management in regard to

‘the matters referred to

in the report furnished

by the Auditor General

to the Board in terms of
Section 13 (7) (a) of the
Act to be conveyed to the
Auditor General within

03 months from the date of
receipt of the report.

A annual accounts
together with the report
of the Auditor General
to be tabled in parliament

The auditcd annual Accounts
and the annual report to be

" Printed and made available

to the public for purchase at
adetermined price -

A Register of Fixed Assets
be maintained

Non compliance

This requirement had nbt been
complied with.during the
period 1971 to 1990

The accounts for the year 1990
had been rendered to the
Auditor General on
November13,1991.

Report on the accounts had
not been rendered.

This requirement had not
been complied with in respect
of the Auditor General’s report.
1989

This reqﬁirement had not been
complied with in respect of
the years 1987 to 1989

This requirement had not been
complied with in respect of
the years 1971 to 1989.

A Register of Fixed Assets
had not been maintained



(iii) Treasury Circular
No. PED/52 of
June 16, 1989

(iv) Section 16(4) of
National Library
Services Board Act
No. 17 of 1970
and Section 11 of
the Finance Act.
No, 38 of 1971

- (v) Stamp Duty act
No. 43 of 1982

(vi) public Administration
Circular no. 289 of
May 10, 1985

(viii) Public Administration
Circular No.19/89 of
March 23,1989
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Before the inclusion of the
prior year adjustments

in the accounts for the
year under review, a
separate Board Paper

has to be submitted

for the information of

the Board of Directors.

Moneys in Board fund
Which are not immediately
required for the business

of the Board to be
deposited in the Treasury
and the approval of the
appropriate Minister with
the concurrence Minister of
finance to be obtained for
the investement of surplus
moneys.

Stamped acknowledgements
to be obtained for payments
of Rs. 100 and over.

State Crest and the name

of institution to be stencilled
onall governmenrt vehicles
other than those exempted.

Application for overtimie to
be made by the relevant
Staff Officer and a Register
of Overtime in addition to
the Attandance register to
be maintained.

3. Financial and Operating Review

3:1 Financial Results

Action had not been taken
taken accordingly in respect
respect of prior year
adjustements aggregating
Rs. 4,638,078.

A sum of Rs. 469,337 had
been invested in fixed
deposits without

complying with these provi-
sions

Stamped acknowledgements
had not been obtained in
respect of payments aggregat-
ing Rs. 597,811 made on 66
vouchers.

State Crest and the name

of the institution had not been
been stencilled on any of the
vehicles of the Board.

This requirement had not
been complied with during the
year under review.

According to the accounts, the financial result for the year under review had been a surplus of
Rs. 2,103,127 as compared with a surplus of Rs.468,171 for the preceding year, thus disclosing an
improvement of Rs.1,634,956 in the financial result.. This favourable variance can be analysed as

follows.
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Income Favourable Adverse Net Result
Rs Rs Rs

Increase in Interest on Treasury Deposits 101,917 -

- Increase in survery fees from the Book

Development Project 76,859 -
Increase in other interest Income 20,082
Increase in Sundry Income 15,086 -

Increase in Subscriptions for

Publications of the Board 2,305
Decrease in Interest on Fixed Deposits - 6,097 210,152
216,249 6,097
Expenditure
Decrease in Depreciation 1,689 -
Increase in Expenditure on
Compilation of the National Bibliography - 133,378
Increase in Expenditure on
Library Services. - 230,660
Increase in Personal Emoluments and
other Allowances - 522,998
Increase in Expditure on Repair
and Maintenance of Capital Assets - 771,455
Increase in Expenditure on
Adminstration and Establishment - _1918.394
~1.689 3.576.885 (3,575,196)
Adverse variance before Government Grant (3,365,044)
Increase in Government Grant 5.000.000
Net Favourable Variance 1,634.956

3:2 Budgetory Control .
major variances were observed between the budgeted income and expenditure, and the actual in-
come and expenditure thus showing that the budget had not been made use of as an instrument of
control.

3:3 Uneconomic Transactions
' The following observations were made at an examination of the contract for colour washing of the
Board building. _— C

i. An agreementiad Aot been signed with the party awarded with the contract.

ii. Payment had been made for additional work which had not been determined in
advance.



“!;-_Bb

iii. An overpayment of Rs. 103,010 in excess of the total cost estimate prepared by the
Board after awarding the tender, had been made to the contractor.

/ e .
iv. 83 per cent of the contracted amount had been paid without a certificate of work
completed.

3.4 Personnel

The approved cadre for the year under review as compared with the actual cadre for the year is given
below.

*

Category Approved Actual Vacancies Excess
Cadre Cadre
i. Higher Management 09 03 07 01
ii Middle Management 29 18 12 01
i. Allied Services 88 44 49 05
iv. Minor Employees 46 35 23 12

* This represents the personnel not included in the approved cadre.
3:5 Achievement of Objectives
i. Assistance to Writers

Assistance to Writers provided during the year under review as compared with that of the preced-
ing year is given below.

Number who sought Number of Books - Value of Assistance
Assistance Selected for Provided
Assistance
1990 1989 1990 1989 1990 1989
Rs. Rs.

435 78 104 35 2,534,436 652,206

ii Donations to Libraries

Nature of Number of Libraries Number of Books Value of Books

Donations donated donated

1990 1989 1990 1989 1990 1989

Rs. Rs.

Short Stories

Novels and

Educational 464 217 51,031 23,549 1,241,931 756,019

Books

The above donations represented books in the sinhala medium with a minimum value of Rs. 500
and a maximun value of Rs. 10,000
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ili. Books Exchanged through the “ International Book Exchange service”

Number of Books value Number of Books Value

Received . Distributed

1990 1989 1990 1989 1990 1989 1990 - 1989
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.

296 144 31,503 34,658 161 103 24,197 18,635

During the year under review, exchange of books under the International Book Exchange Service
had been effected with 25 libraries in 17 countries.

3:6 Transport Fleet

The Board had a fleet of four vehicles during the year under review and a sum of Rs. 265,506 had
been spent of running and repairs of these vehicles. Some of the significant data relating to the use of
these vehicles are given below.

Total performance as per Daily Running Charts - Kilometres 64,414
Quantity of fuel consumed - Petrol Llitres 3,359
Diesel Litres 4,595

Total expenditure of fuel Rs 123,312
Total expenditure on repairs Rs 142,194
Average performance per litre of fuel

Motor cars - Km 8,059

Van Km. 8,595

Jeep Km. 7,306
Average expenditure on fuel per kilometre

Motor Cars Rs. 2.79

Van Rs. 1.20

Jeep Rs. 1.42
Average expenditure in repairs per kilometre

Motor Cars Rs. 2.24

Van Rs. 1.20

Jeep Rs. 4.21

4. Systems and Controls

Deficiencies observed during the course of audit were referred to in my detailed report furnished to
the Chairperson on May 25, 1992. Special attention in needed in respect of the following areas.

i Fixed Assets Control
ii  Cash€entrol

iii Stores Eemntrol

iv Accounting

v Expenditure Control
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NOTE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL

The accounts of the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board for the year ended Decemt?er 31
1990 were audited under my direction in purshance of provisions in Articles 154 (1) of the Financc

Act, 38 0of 1971.

My observations on these accounts which should be published in terms of section 14(2) (c) of the
said Finance Act are contained in my report of even date addressed to the chairperson of the Board

Auditor General

July 23, 1992

Auditor General’s Department,
Independence Square,
Colombo 07.
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