
F R I D A Y ,  M A R C H  15, 1907.

G O V E R N M E N T  N O T I F I C A T I O N S .

T he Village Communities’  Obdinanoe, No . 24 of 1889.

IT  is hereby notified that TTis Excellency the Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in him 
by section 7 of tho above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, has been 

pleased to approve of the following rules, which have been made under the provisions of section 16 of the 
said Ordinance by the Village Committee elected by the inhabitants of the subdivision of Kohon- 
siya pattu in the Chief Headman’s division of Matale South, in the District of Matale, Central Province., 
and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,

Colonial Secretary’s Office. G. M. F owler,
Colombo, February 27, 1907. ---------------- Acting Colonial Secretary.

Uui&s referred to.

SECTION VI.
V illage W obes.

1. Construction and Upkeep.—The construction, maintenance, regulation, and 
protection of village works mentioned in section 6 of Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, and 
of all other works for which the inhabitants of any subdivision may be, by any law at 
present in force or hereafter to be enacted, empowered to make provision, shall be 
effected by all males between the ages of 16 and 55 and not exempt from performing 
labour under the Thoroughfares Ordinance, who reside in villages which the Commit
tee may decide under rule 2 to be interested in the work ; and the Committee shall 
determine tJ t> number of days’ labour that each person liable shall contribute towards 
it, either in person or by substitute, or by money payment. Provided that no person 
shall be required to labour at a distance greater than seven miles from his residence.

2. Liability.—It shall be the duty of every headman to inform the President or 
Chairman before October 3 each year, or whenever it is necessary, that such and 
such village works mentioned in section 6 of the Village Tribunals Ordinance require 
repair. On receiving such information, either from a headman or from any other 
person, the President or Chairman and the Committee shall make such inquiry as 
they think necessary, and if they approve of the work shall prepare a list setting out' 
the nature of the work and the names of the villages interested in it, and may make 
such subsequent alterations in the list as may be deemed expedient; and the decision 
of the Committee as set forth in such list, or amended list if approved by the Assist
ant Government Agent (to whom it shall be sent not later than December 31 each 
year), shall be final on the question as to what villages are interested. The list of 
communal works for the year, when approved by the Assistant Government Agent, 
shall be returned to the President or Chairman and the Committee, who shall at once 
decide upon the dates upon which and within which' the various works are to be 
carried out.

3. Management.—If the work concerns only one wasama, the Arachchi; if more 
than one wasama, the Korala; if more than one korale, the Ratemahatmaya, shall
have charge of the work.

4. Failure to Labour.—Every person liable to labour under these rules who shall 
fail to attend for the performance thereof at the time and place mentioned in the 
notice, or to commute therefor, or who, having attended, shall fail to do a full day’s 
work, shall bo liable to a fine hot exceeding one rupee for every day of such failure.

5. Commutation of Labour.—Any person may commute the labour due by him 
by paying to the headman calling out the labour, on or before the day fixed by the 
notice for the commencement of the work, the sum of 33 cents for every day’s labour 
due, and such headman shall give a receipt for every sum of money so paid to 
him.
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6. List of people liable to perform Labour.—A full list of all persons liable .to labour 
on communal works under this Ordinance is to be prepared by the Arachchi of each 
wasama and forwarded to the Ratemahatmaya „ who is to certify to its correctness 
and forward it to the Kacheheri not later than December 15 of each year. Any 
Arachchi who shall wilfully omit the name of any such person shall be liable to a 
fine.

7. Arachchi'8 Labour List.—The Arachchi shall keep a list of labourers on which 
lie 'shall mark the number of days’ labour performed by each man as it is carried 
out. 1

8. Execution of Work.—In the execution of any public work passed under rule 2, if 
the Committee decides to employ skilled labour, it shall be competent for the Com
mittee to assess the cost of such work and call on the inhabitants of the villagjs 
interested liable to work to contribute by a cash payment instead of labour due by 
them. The defaulters shall render themselves liable to prosecution as provided for 
in rule 4.

9. Paths through Paddy Fields.—The proprietors of paddy land shall see that all 
the Gansabhawa paths leading through their paddy lands are not less than three feet 
in breadth. Any person who shall cut such road with intent to reduce its width or

„ to deface it shall be deemed to have committed a breach of this rule.
: 10. Damaging Village Property.—No person shall obstruct any village path, 
road, river, water-course, lake, or ela, or through carelessness or malice injure any 
village path, or road, river, water-course, lake, or ela, or other village property, and 

- it shall be lawful for the .President, on conviction, to order any person to repair 
damage or remove any encroachment within a given time, and in failure thereof 
such person shall be liable to a further fine of one rupee for every day after tho given 
time during which the President’s order remains disobeyed.

11. Charge of Village Property.—All village paths, edandu, ambalams, bridges, 
schoolrooms, court-houses, and all other village properties shall be in charge of the 
Arachchi of the wasama in which they are situated, who shall from time to time 
inspect all such properties and all wells, spouts, watering, and bathing places within 
his wasama, and submit to the Chairman of the Committee a report on their state.

12. Markets, &c.—The boutiques and market places, as well as the roads and 
drains opposite them, shall be at all times kept clean by the occupants of market stalls 
and the keepers of boutiques..

. ■ 13. Neglect of Duty by Headmen.—All headman shall keep order and preserve 
 ̂cleanliness in their respective bazaars and market places under a penalty of fine for 
neglect to do so, provided that the Ratemahatmaya alone shall have the power to 
prosecute under this section.

14. Burial Grounds.—In places in which, in the opinion of the Committee, a public 
burial ground is necessary, a suitable land shall be set apart for that purpose, and no 

• dead bodies shall be buried or burnt within the limits oi such places, except in tho 
■ ground assigned for the purpose. The Committee shall keep a register in which all 
necessary particulars of such burial grounds shall be entered. No dead body shall be 
buried *at a less depth than six feet below the surface of the ground. The Rate
mahatmaya may, with the approval of the Assistant Government Agent, order any 
such burial or burning ground to be closed, and after notice by beat of tom-tom has 

' .been given of such order, it shall not be lawful to bury or bum any dead body in 
such ground.

Schools.

' ' 15. Establishment of Schools.—At the request by petition to the Assistant Govern
ment Agent of the parents or guardians of twenty-five or more children for the 
establishment of a school, or if the Committee report to the Assistant Government- 
Agent that a site has been fixed upon for a school where there is likelihood of a good 
attendance, application Shall be made to the Director of Public Instruction for a 
schoolmaster and the necessary furniture free of charge to the villagers.

16. Erection, dbe.—If such application be granted, the school-house shall be 
erected and kept in repair as already provided for by rule 1.

17. Attendance.—The Committee shall fix the limits of the district for each 
school, and all parents and guardians within that district shall send their children 
between seven and thirteen years of age to the school thus provided for four days at 
least in each week and for nine months in each year.

18. Prosecution for non-attendance.—The school master shall monthly send to 
the Korala a list of all children who do not attend school in accordance with the 
preceding rule, and the Korala shall cause the Arachchi to prosecute the parents or 
guardians in default before the Gansabhawa.

19. Exemption.—The foregoing rubs shall not apply to those who, in the opinion 
of the President or Chairman of Village Council, with the sanction of the Assistant 
Government Agent, have made other satisfactory provision for the education of 
th&ir children.

. . Lands fob Common Purposes.

20. Application.—The Committee shall apply to the Assistant Government 
Agent for dhch lands as it may consider requisite for the pasturage of cattle or for 
any other common purposes, stating the villages for the benefit of which such lands 
are required.

21. ̂  Upkeep.—H the lands be required for pasturage,' it shall be cleared by all the 
proprietors of cattle ordinarily grazing in such villages, the liability being in propor
tion to the number of cattle over one year old belonging to such proprietors.
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22. L a n d  req u ited  for  a n y  p u rp ose  other than P a stu ra ge.—If the land be required 
for any purpose other than pasturage, the Committee shall arrange for its mainten
ance and protection as provided by rule 1.

23. P rev en tion  o f •Cattle T resp a ss.—To prevent cattle trespass landowners shall 
fence and watch their fields and hen and gardens according to the custom of the 
district, and cattle owners shall tie or pen their cattle and buffaloes at night, and in 
the day shall suspend a stick across the necks of their wild and unruly animals, or 
yoke them together in pairs -

24 G alas.— A separate roofed gala for eacn cattle owner or a roofed gala in
common for the owners of a group of houses shall, at the discretion of President, 
Village Tribunal, or Chairman, Village Council, be put up in everyvillage at a distance 
of not less than 30 yards from any dwelling-house. All cattle, except buffaloes, 
shall bo driven into the gala before nightfall. The gala or galas shall be 
erected by the cattle owner or owners and shall be in their charge. The cattle 
owner or owners shall keep the same clean and in a proper state of repair. Any 
neglect on the part of any cattle owner to erect or repair the gala, or to drive his 
cattle into tho gala at- night, shall be deemed an offence under this rule.

25. P ig s  a n d  G oats.—The owners of pigs and goats shall keep them properly 
secured so that they may not trespass.

26. T eth erin g o n  R oa d sid e.—No person shall allow any cattle to be tethered upon 
any cart road, or in such a manner as will allow them to stray on the road.

27. S eizu re o f  Cattle for  T resp a ss.—Cattle seized for trespass and not claimedfrom 
tho local headman within forty-eight hours shall be sent to the President, or if there 
be no President, to the Chairman of the Village Committee, who shall take steps to 
advertise the fact that the animal is in the Gansabhawa. If it is unclaimed within 
fourteen days, tho President or Chairman shall send it to the Kaehcheri with full 
particulars. It shall then be sold at public auction, and a proper title be given to the 
purchaser. The proceeds of the sale, after expenses incurred have been deducted, 
shall be credited to the Communal Fund.

28. P o sse ss io n  of diseased M e a t .—No one shall knowingly sell, or eat, or possess 
the flesh of any animal that has died of sickness, or by drowning, or by the bite of 
a snake.

29. B u ria l o f  A n im a ls .—Tin' carcases of all such animals and of all animals dying 
a natural death shall be buried by the owners thereof without loss of time. The 
village headman shall bury unremoved carcases of which the owners are absent 
or cannot be ascertained. The cost of such burial will be paid from Gansabhawa 
funds, and is recoverable from the owners when found.

30. Slaughter o f  S h eep , G oats, or P ig s .—It shall not be lawful for any person to 
slaughter sheep, goats, or pigs without previously informing the village headman, 
who shall not allow tho animal to be slaughtered, unless he is satisfied (l)as to the 
right of the person wishing to slaughter it, and (2) as to the fitness of the animal for 
slaughter. In the absence of the village headman, it shall be competent for the 
headman of any adjoining village, subject to the same conditions, to allow the animal 
to be slaughtered.

Bound aeies.

31. Private Lands.—The boundaries of all private lands shall be marked by fences, 
ditches, and stones, according to the custom of the subdivision in which they arc 
situated. Such boundaries shall be put up by the owners of the land on both sides 
thereof. Any person ordered by the Committee to mark the boundary who shall 
refuse or neglect to comply with the order shall be liable to a fine.

32. Injury to Boundaries.—No person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary, or any ancient boundary mark, fences or division.

Nuisances.

33. D isea sed  P erson s  prohibited  fro m  u sin g  P u b lic  B a tM n g -p la ees .—No persons 
infected with any contagious disease shall wash themselves or their clothes in any 
public bathing-place.

34. B efou lin g W ells  and killm-g F is h .—No person shall befoul a village ela, 
village well, or spring of water used for drinking purposes by the inhabitants of any 
village, or shall attempt to lull fish by means of poison or explosion.

35. R em ova l o f  T rees  along P u b lic  T h orou gh fares.—The Committee may, in like 
manner, direct tho removal of any tree dangerous to the safety of passengers along 
any pub'.' o vc, d cr street, with the exception of roads in charge of the Public Works 
Department, the District Road Committee, or Local Board.

36. D ir ty in g  P u b lic  R oa d s.—Persons residing on either side of a public road 
shall not put dirt., rubbish, timber, mats, copra, arecanut, or any other commodity 
in or upon the same, and they shall not keep carts standing on the road longer 
than is necessary for the loading or unloading of the same, and shall not allow 
children too young to take care of themselves to play thereon unless in charge of 
some competent person.

37. Pelting Stones at H o u se s , dbc.—Pelting stones at houses, drawing caricatures 
and indi'cent figures, or writing insulting expressions on buildings or any conspi
cuous object, or tho doing of any other acts by which the individual is insulted or 
public decency outraged is forbidden.
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GENEBAIi.
38. Disturbing the Public'Repose.—No person shall disturb the public repose at 

night by making a noise, singing indecent songs, or by otherwise raising a disturb
ance. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to affect the existing'rights of the 
people in the matter of religious ceremonies and other orderly gatherings.

39. Loitering at Night.—Any person found loitering at night on the road or 
about the hamlet after 9 p.m. without a light shall, if he is unable to give a satis
factory account of himself, be liable to fine.

40. Sale, of Unwholesome Food.—No person shall sell as food any rotten or putrid 
meat or fish or other articles unfit for human food.

41. - Pdssession of Unwholesome Food.—Any person possessing any rotten or 
putrid meat or fish, who shall fail to have it buried when so directed by the headman 
of his village, shall be guilty of a breach of this rule.

42. Villages to be kept Glean.—The inhabitants of each village and house shall 
keep the land in and around it to a distance of sixty yards from any house clear of 
all filth and rubbish and rank vegetation, and the work shall be apportioned by the 
Arachchi. Any one who shall neglect or refuse to do the work apportioned to him 
by the Arachchi shall be liable to fine.

43. Drunkenness.—No person shall be drunk in any public place. '
44. Abusive Language.—The use of abusive or indecent language to the annoy

ance of any person, or for the purpose of provoking a breach of the peace, is forbidden 
Any person infringing this rule shall be liable to fine.

45. Springs Guns and Traps.—No person shall set any spring guns or traps 
without the permission in writing of the village headman. Such permission shall 
be proclaimed by the village headman by beat of tom-tom, and the applicant shall 
pay 50 cents for the exp>ense of the proclamation.

46. Gambling and Cock-fighting.—Gambling and cock-fighting are prohibited. 
Any person found gambling or cock-fighting, or abetting them by his presence, or 
allowing his house or land to be used for any such purpose, shall be liable to fine, 
and to a further fine not exceeding five rupees a day for each day the breach of this 
rule is continued after notice from the village headman to discontinue it. The 
term “  gambling ” includes “ lotteries.”

47. Cart-racing.—Cart-racing on any public thoroughfare is forbidden. Every 
person infringing this rule shall be liable to a fine.

48. Furious Driving.—No person shall furiously or carelessly drive a hackery or 
any other vehicle on a public thoroughfare.

49. Setting Fire to Patanas.—No person shall wilfully set fire to any patana 
land without permission in writing from the Ratemahatmaya.

50. Setting Fire to Chena.—When a range of chenas (hen) is cultivated in com
mon;/no person shall set fire to it until the time of firing has been settled by a 
majority of the cultivators and notified tp the village headman.

51. Plucking of Green Coffee and Arecanuts prohibited.—No pesron, not being a 
labourer employed on any plantation within the meaning of Ordinance No. 9 
of 1885, shall possess, pluck, sell, or buy green coffee or green arecanuts without 
permission in writing from Ratemahatmaya.

52. Notices.—A1 notices issued under these rules shall, unless otherwise specially 
ordered, be published by beat of tom-tom, which shall be taken as sufficient notice 
to all people liable to labour. Provided that nothing in this rule shall prevent the 
service of notice personally or otherwise.

53. Defacing any written Notice.—Any person wilfully destroying or defacing 
any notification issued by the Committee shall be liable to fine.

54. Houses to be whitewashed.—All villagers shall whitewash their houses, either 
with makulu, lime, or other suitable substance, whenever they receive orders from 
the Committee to do so.

55. Delivery of Books, <&c.—When any headman or cattle registrar signs, or is 
removed from office, or dies, he or his heirs, as the case may be, shall deliver all his 
registers, books, and office documents to the Committee.

56. Hindrance or vexatious Conduct.—No person shall obstruct or resist any 
headman or authorized person in the discharge of his duties, and no headman or 
authorized person shall be guilty of any negligence or malicious or vexatious- conduct 
under the foregoing rules.

57. Fish in Tanks.—The fish in a tank shall be divided according to the shares of 
pangukarayo holding land under the tank.

58. Kalambola and Charms.—The putting up of “ kalambola ”  or any similar 
charm to cause fear or annoyance to any person or persons is forbidden.

59. Attendance on Summons.—Every person, upon whom a summons or subpoena 
issued by the President or Chairman shall have been served shall duly attend in 
obedience to such summons or subpeena.

60. Share of Game.—The owner of any land on which any game is killed shall be 
entitled to receive a hind quarter of every animal so killed. Tho Arachchi of the 
wasama in which any game is killed on Crown Land shall be entitled to the portion 
ealjed katupola.. This rule does not apply to Matale South.

61. Village Tanks.—Every owner of land irrigable by a village tank shall be 
liable to contribute towards its repair or maintenance in labour at the rate of 1,300 
cubic feet of earthwork for every amunam of land owned. Any person who shall 
fail to tender the labour or special labour due by him at the time appointed by the 
Assistant Government Agent shall be liable to fine. Special labour may be called 
out by mder of the Committee or the Assistant Government Agent.

62. Repeat of former Rides.—These rules supersede aU rules hitherto in force in 
m the District of Matale. -



7 The Village Communities’ Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889.
•

IT is hereby notified that H is Excellency the Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in him  
by section 7 of; the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, has been 

pleased to a p p ro v e d  the following rules, which, have been made under the provisions of section 16 of 
the said Ordinance1 by the Village Committee elected by the inhabitants of the subdivision of Medasiya 
pattu in the Chief Headman’s division of Matale South, in the District of Matale, Central Province, 
and the same are published for general information.
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Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Colombo, February 27, 1907.

By His Excellency’s command,

G. M. Fowler, 
Acting Colonial Secretary.

times referred to,

SECTION VI.

V illage W orks.

1. Construction and Upkeep.—The construction, maintenance, regulation, and 
protection of village works mentioned in section 6 of Ordinance No. 24 of 1889. and 
of all other works for which the inhabitants of any subdivision may be, by any law at 
present in force or hereafter to be enacted, empowered to make provision, shall be 
effected by allmales between the ages of 16 and 55 and not exempt from performing 
labour under the Thoroughfares Ordinance, who reside in villages which the Commit
tee may decide under rule 2 to be interested in the work ; and the Committee shall 
determine the number of days’ labour that each person liable shall contribute towards 
it, either in per son o.r by substitute, or by money payment. Provided that no person 
shall be required to labour at a distance greater than seven miles from his residence.

2. Liability.—It shall be the duty of every headman to inform the President or 
Chairman before October 3 each year, or whenever it is necessary, that such and 
such village works mentioned in section 6 of the Village Tribunals Ordinance require 
repair. On receiving such information, either from a headman or from any other 
person, the President or Chairman and the Committee shall make such inquiry as 
they think necessary, and if they approve of the work shall prepare a list setting out 
the nature of the work and the names of the villages interested in it, and maymake 
such subsequent alterations in the list as may be deemed expedient; and the decision 
of the Committee as set forth in such list, or amended list if approved by the Assist
ant Government Agent (to whom it shall be sent not later than December 31 each

' year), shall be final on the question as to what villages are interested. The list of 
communal works for the year, when approved by the Assistant Government Agent, 
shall be returned to the President or Chairman and the Committee, who shall at once 
decide upon the dates upon which and within which the various works are to be 
carried out.

* - 3. Management.—If the work concerns only one wasama. the Arachchi; if more
than one wasama, the Ivorala; if more than one korale, the Ratemahatmaya, shall 
have charge of the work.

4. Failure to Labour.—Every person liable to labour under these rules who shall 
fail to attend for the performance thereof at the time and place mentioned in the 
notice, or to commute therefor, or who, having attended, shall fail to do a full day’s 
work, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding one rupee for every day of such failure.

5. Commutation of Labour.—Any person may commute the labour due by him 
by paying to the headman calling out the labour, on or before the day fixed by the, 
notice for the commencement of the work, the sum of 33 cents for every day’s labour 
due, and such headman shall give a receipt for every sum of money so paid to 
him.

6. List of people liable to perform Labour.—A full list of all persons liable to labour 
on communal works under this Ordinance is to be prepared by the Arachchi of each 
wasama and forwarded to the Ratemahatmaya, who is to certify to its correctness 
and forward it to the Kaehcheri not later than December 15 of each year. Any 
Arachchi who shall wilfully omit the name of any such person shall be liable to a 
fine.

7. Arachchi's Labour List.—The Arachchi shall keep a list of labourers on which 
he shall mark the number of days’ labour performed by each man as it is carried 
out.

8. Execution of Work.—In the execution of any public work passed under rule 2, if 
the Committee decides to employ skilled labour, it shall be competent for the Com
mittee to assess the cost of such work and call on the inhabitants of the-villagjs 
interested liable to work to contribute by a cash payment instead of libour due by 
them. The defaulters shall render themselves liable to prosecution as provided for 
in rule 4.

9. Paths through Paddy Fields.—The proprietors of paddy land shall see that all 
the Gansabhawa paths leading through their paddy lands are not less than three feet 
in breadth. Any person who shall cut such road with intent to reduce its width or 
to deface it shall bo deemed to have committed a breach of this rule-
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10. Damaging Village Property.—No person shall obstruct any village path, 

road, river, water-course, lake, or ela, or through carelessness or malice injure any 
village path, or road, river, water-course, lake, or ela, or other village property, and 
it shall be lawful for the President, on .conviction, to order any person to repair 
damage or remove, aiiy encroachment within a given time, and in failure thereof 
such person shall be liable to a further fine'of one rupee for every day after the given 
time during which the President’s order remains disobeyed.

11. Charge of ViUage Property.—All village paths, edandu, ambalams, bridges, 
schoolrooms, eourt-houses^and all other village properties shall be in charge of the 
Araehchi of the wasama in which they are situated, who shall from time to time 
inspect all such properties and all wells, spouts, watering, and bathing places within 
his wasama, and submit to the Chairman of the Committee a report on their state.

12. Markets, dec.—The boutiques and market places, as well as the roads and
drains opposite them, shall be at all times kept' clean by the occupants of market stalls 
and the keepers of boutiques. .

13. Neglect of Duty by Headmen.—All headman shall keep order and preserve 
cleanliness in their respective bazaars and market places under a penalty of fine for 
neglect to do so, provided that the Ratemahatmaya alone shall have the power to

. prosecute under this section.
14. Burial Grounds.—In places in which, in the opinion of the Committee, a public 

burial ground is necessary, a suitable land shall be set apart for that purpose, and no 
dead bddies shail be buried or burnt within the limits of such places, except in the 
ground assigned for the purpose. The Committee shall keep a register in which all 
necessary particulars of such burial grounds shall he entered. No dead body shall be 
buried at a less depth than six feet below the surface of the ground. The Rate
mahatmaya may, with the approval of the Assistant Government Agent, order any’ 
such burial or burning ground to he closed, and after notice by beat of tom-tom has 
been given of such order, it shall not be lawful to bury or bum any dead body in 
such ground.

Schools.

15. Establishment of Schools.—At the request by petition to the Assistant Govern
ment Agent of the parents or guardians of twenty-five or more children for the 
establishment of a school, or if the Committee report to the Assistant Government 
Agent that a site has been fixed upon for a school where there is likelihood of a good 
attendance, application shall be made to the Director of Public Instruction for a 
schoolmaster and the necessary furniture free of charge to ths villagers.

16. Erection, dbc.—If such application be granted, the school-house shall be 
erected and kept in repair as already provided for by rule 1.

17. Attendance.—The Committee shall fix the limits of the district for each 
school, and all parents and guardians within that district shall send their children 
between seven and thirteen years of age to the school thus provided for four days at 
least in each week and for nine months in each year.

18. Prosecution for non-attendance.—The school master shall monthly send to 
the Korala a list of all children who do not attend school in accordance with the 
preceding rule, and the Korala shall cause the Araehchi to prosecute the parents or 
guardians in default before the Gansabhawa.

19. Exemption.—The foregoing rules shall not apply to those who, in the opinion 
of the President or Chairman of Village Council, with the sanction of the Assistant 
Government Agent, have made other satisfactory provision for the education of

= their children.

Lands for Common Purposes.

20. Application.—The Committee shall apply to the Assistant Government 
Agent for such lands as it may consider requisite for the pasturage of cattle or for 
any other common purposes, stating the villages for the benefit of which such lands 
are required.

21. Upkeep.—If the lands be required for pasturage, it shall be cleared by all the 
proprietors of cattle ordinarily grazing in such villages, the liability being in propor
tion to the number of cattle over one year old belonging to such proprietors.

22. Land required for any purpose other than Pasturage.—If tho land be required 
for any purpose other than pasturage, the Committee shall arrange for its mainten
ance and protection as provided by rule 1.

23. Prevention of Cattle Trespass.—To prevent cattle trespass landowners shall 
fence and watch their fields and hen and gardens according to the custom of the 
districtj and cattle owners shall tie or pen their cattle and buffaloes at night. and in 
th© day shall suspend a stick across the necks of their wild and unruly animals, or 
yoke them together in pairs.

24. Galas.—A separate roofed gala for each cattle owner or a roofed gala in 
common for the owners of a group of houses shall, at the discretion of President. 
Village Tribunal, or Chairman, Village Council, be put up vneveryvillage at a dist anc-e 
<A not leas than. 30 yards from any dwelling-house. All cattle, except buffaloes,



shall be driven into the gala before nightfall. The gala or galas shall be erected 
by the cattle owner or owners and shall be in their charge. The cattle owner or 
owners shall keep same clean and in a proper state of repair. Any neglect on the 
part of any cattle owner to erect or repair the gala, or to drive his cattle into the 
gala at night, shall be deemed an offence under this rule.

25. Pigs and Goats.—The owners of pigs and goats shall keep them properly 
secured so that they may not trespass.

26. Tethering on Roadside.—No person shall allow any cattle to be tethered upon 
any cart road or in such a manner as will alow them to stray on the road.

27. Seizure of Cattle for Trespass.—Cattle seized for trespass and not claimed from 
the local headman within forty-eight hours shall be sent to the President, or if there 
be no President, to the Chairman of the Village Committee, who shall take steps to 
advertise the fact that the animal is in the Gansabhawa. If ii is unclaimed within 
fourteen days, the President or Chairman shall send it to the Kachcheri with full 
particulars. It shall then be sold at public auctionfand a proper title be given to the 
purchaser. The proceeds of the sale, after expenses incurred have been deducted, 
shall be credited to the Communal Fund.

28. Possession of diseased Meat.—No one shall knowingly sell, or eat, or possess 
the flesh of any animal that has died of sickness, or by drowning, or by the bite of 
a snake.

29. Burial of A uimals.—The carcases of all such animals and of all animals 
dying a nat ural death shall be buried by the owners thereof without loss of time. 
The village headman shall bury unremoved carcases of which the owners are 
absent or cannot be ascertained. The cost of such burial will be paid from Gan
sabhawa funds, and is recoverable from the owners when found.

30. Slaughter of Sheep, Goats, or Pigs.—It shall not be lawful for any person to
slaughter sheep, goats, or pigs without previously informing the village headman, 
who shall not allow the animal to be slaughtered, unless he is satisfied (1) as to the 
right of the person wishing to slaughter it, and (2) as to the fitness of the animal for 
slaughter. In the absence of the village headman, it shall be competent for the 
headman of any adjoining village, subject to the same conditions, to allow the animal 
to be slaughtered. i _ J
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Boundabies. ' /

31. Private Lands.—The boundaries of all private lands shall be marked by fences, 
ditches, and stones, according to the custom of the subdivision in which they are 
situated. Such boundaries shall be put up by the owners of the land on both sides 
thereof. Any person ordered by the Committee to mark the boundary who shall 
refuse or neglect to comply with the order shall be liable to a fine.
1 32. Injury to Boundaries.—No person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary, or any ancient boundary mark, fence, or division.

N uisances.

33. Diseased Persons prohibited from using Public Bathing-places.—No persons 
infected with any contagious disease shall wash themselves or their clothes in any 
public bathing-place.

34. Befouling Wells and killing Fish.—No person shall befoul a village ela, 
village well, or spring of water used for drinking purposes by the inhabitants of any 
village, or shall attempt to kill fish by means of poison or explosion.

35. Jlemoval of Trees along Public Thoroughfares.—The Committee may, in like 
manner, direct the removal of any tree dangerous to the safety of passengers along 
any public road or street, with the exception of roads in charge of the Public Works 
Department, the Distrct Road Committee, or Local Board.

36. Dirtying Public Roads.—Persons residing on either side of a public road 
shall not put dirt, rubbish, timber, mats, copra, arecanut, or any other commo
dity in or upon the same, and they shall not keep carts standing en the road longer 
than is necessary for the loading or unloading of the same, and shall not allow 
children too young to take care of themselves to play thereon unless in charge of 
some competent person.

37. Pelting Stones at Houses, <&c.—Pelting stones at houses, drawing caricatures 
and indecent figures, or writing insulting expressions on buildings or any conspi
cuous object, or the doing of any other acts by which the individual is insulted or, 
public decency outraged is forbidden.

Genekal.

38. Disturbing the Public Repose.—No person shall disturb the public repose at 
night by making a noise, singing indecent songs, or by otherwise raising a disturb
ance. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to affect the existing rights of the 
people in the matter of religious ceremonies and other orderly gatherings.

39. Loitering at Night.—Any person found loitering at night on the road or 
about the hamlet after 9 p.M. without a light shall, if he is unable to give a satis
factory account of himself, be liable to fine.



40. Sale of Unwholesome Food.—No person shall sell as food any rotten or putrid 
meat or fish or other articles unfit for human food.

41. Possession of Untvholesofne Food.—-Any person possessing any rotten or 
putrid meat or .fish, who shall fail to havk it buried when so directed by the headman 
of his village, ‘shall be guilty of a breach of this rule.

42. Villages to be kept clean.—The inhabitants of each village and house shall 
keep tihe land,, in and around.it to a distance of sixty yards from any house clear of 
all filth and rubbish and rank vegetation, and the work shall be apportioned by the 
Arachchi. Any one who shall neglect or refuse to do the work apportioned to him 
by the Arachchi shall be liable to, fine.

43., 'Drunkenness.—No person shall be drunk in any public place.
44. Abusive Language.—The use of abusive or indecent language to the annoy

ance of any person, or for the purpose of provoking a breach of the peace, is forbidden. 
Any person infringing this rule shall be liable to fine.

* , j : 45. Spring Guns and Traps.—No person shall set any spring guns or traps 
/. without the permission in writing of the village headman. Such permission shall 
i " be proclaimed by the village headman by beat of tom-tom, and the applicant shall
* jSay 50 cents for the expense of the proclamation.

46. Gambling and Cock-fighting.—Gambling and cock-fighting are prohibited-
* •' Any person found gambling or cock-fighting, or abetting them by his presence, or

allowing his house or land to be used for any such purpose, shall be liable to fine, 
and to a further fine not exceeding fiverupees a day for each day the breach of this 
rule is continued after notice from the village headman to discontinue it. The 
term “ gambling ” includes “ lotteries.” '

47. Gart-radng.—Cart-racing on any public thoroughfare is forbidden. Every 
i .person infringing this rule shall be liable to a fine.

; • 48. Furious Driving.—No person shall furiously or carelessly drive a hackery or
any other vehicle on a public thoroughfare.

49. Setting Fire to Patanas.—No person shall wilfully set fire to any patana 
land without permission in writing from the Ratemahatmaya.

50. Setting Fire to Ghena.—When a range of chenas (hen) is cultivated in com- 
. mon, no person shall set fire to it until the time of firing has been settled by a 
., majority of the cultivators and notified to the village headman.

51. Plucking of Green Coffee and Arecanuts prohibited.---No person, not being a 
.labourer employed on any plantation within tihe meaning of Ordinance No. 9 of

, 1885, shall possess, pluck, sell, or buy green coffee or green* arecanuts without
! permission in writing from the Ratemahatmaya.

52. Notices.—All notices issued under these rules shall, unless otherwise specially 
ordered, be. published by beat of tom-tom, which shall be taken as sufficient notice 
to all people liable to labour Provided that nothing in this rule shall prevent the

; service of notice personally or otherwise.
53. Defacing any written Notice.—Any person wilfully destroying or defacing 

any notification issued by the Committee shall be liable to fine.
54. Houses to be whitewashed.—All villagers shall whitewash their houses, either 

with makulu, lime, or other suitable substance, whenever they receive orders from
' the Committee to do so.

$5. Delivery of Books, die.—When any headman or cattle registrar signs, or is 
jV removed from office, or dies, he or his heirs, as the ease may be, shall deliver all his 

■ Registers, books, and office documents to the Committee.
■y 56.- Hindrance or vexatious Conduct.—No person shall obstruct or resist any 

headman or authorized person in the discharge of his duties, and no headihan or 
authorized person shall be guilty of any negligence or malicious or vexatious conduct 
under the foregoing rules.

67. Fish in Tanks.—The fish in a tank shall be divided according to the shares 
of pangukarayo holding land under the tank.

68. * Kalambola and Charms.—The putting up of “  kalambola ”  or any similar 
charm to cause fear or annoyance to any person or persons is forbidden.

59. Attendance on Summons.—Every person upon whom a summons or subpoena 
issued by the President or Chairman shall have been served shall duly attend in 
obedience to such summons or subpoena.

60. Share of Game.—The owner of any land on which any game is killed shall be 
entitled to receive a hind quarter of every animal so killed. The Arachchi of the 
wasama in which any game is killed on Crown Land shall be entitled to the portion 
called katupola. This rule, does not apply to Matale South.

61. Village Tanks.—Every owner of land irrigable by a village tank shall be 
' liable to contribute towards its repair or maintenance in labour at the rate of 1,300
cubic feet of earthwork for every amunam of land owned. Any person who shall 
fail to lender the labour or special labour due by him at the time appointed by the 
Assistant Government Agent shall be liable to fine. Special labour may be called 

\ out by order of the Committee or the Assistant Government Agent.
62. Repeal of former Bides.—These rules supersede all rules hitherto in force in

’. 'the Distriet oi JIktale.



T he Village Communities’ Ordinance, N o . 24 of 1889.

IT  is hereby notified that His Excellency the Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in him 
by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, has been 

pleased to'approve of the following rules, which have been made under the provisions of section 16 of 
the said Ordinance by the Village Committee elected by the inhabitants of the subdivision of Udasiya  
pattu in the Chief Headman’s division of Matale South, in the District of Matale, Central Province, 
and the same are published for general information,

By His Excellency’s command,

Colonial Secretary's Office,
; Colombo, February 27, 1907
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Rules referred to.
SECTION V I.

Village W orks

1. Construction and Upkeep.— The construction, maintenance, regulation, and 
protection  of village works mentioned in  section 6 o f Ordinance No. 24 o f 1889, and 
o f all other works for which the inhabitants of any subdivision m ay be, b y  any law  at 
present in  force or hereafter to  be enacted, empowered to make provision, shall be 
effected b y  all males between the ages o f 16 and 55 and not exempt from  performing 
labour under the Thoroughfares Ordinance, who reside in  villages w hich the Com mit
tee m ay decide under rule 2 to be interested in  the work ; and the Com mittee shall 
determine the number of days’ labour that each person liable shall contribute towards 
it, either in  person or by  substitute or by  money payment. Provided that no person 
shall be required to  labour at a distance greater than seven miles from  his residence.

2. L iability.— It shall be the duty o f every headman to  inform  the President or 
Chairman before October 3 each year, or whenever it is necessary, that such and 
such village works mentioned in  section 6 o f the Village Tribunals Ordinance require 
repair. On receiving such inform ation, either from  a headman or from  any other 
person, the President or Chairman and the Committee shall make such inquiry as 
they think necessary, and if they approve o f the work shall prepare a list Setting out 
the nature o f  the work and the names o f the villages interested in it , and m ay make 
such subsequent alterations in  the list as m ay be deemed exped ien t; and the decision 
o f the Committee as set forth in  such list or amended list, if  approved b y  the Assist
ant Government Agent (to w hom  it  shall be sent not later than December 31 each 
year), shall be final on  the question as to  what villages are interested. The list o f  
com m unal works for the year, when approved b y  the Assistant Government Agent, 
shall be returned to  the President or Chairman and the Com mittee, w ho shall a t once 
decide upon the dates upon which and within w hich the various w orks are to  be 
carried out.

3. M anagement.— If the work concerns only one wasama, the Arachchi; if more 
than one wasama, the Korala ; if more than one korale, the Ratemahatmaya, shall 
have charge of the work.

4. Failure to Labour.—Every person liable to labour under these rules who shall 
, fail to attend for the performance thereof at the time and place mentioned in the

notice, or to commute therefor,'or who, having attended, shall fail to do a full day’s 
work, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding one rupee for .every day of such 
failure.

5. Commutation of Labour.—Any person may commute the labour due by him 
by paying to the headman calling out the labour, on or before the day fixed by the 
notice for the commencement of the work, the sum of 33 cents for every day’s labour 
due, and such headman shall give a receipt for every sum of money so paid to 
him.

6. L ist o f people liable to perform  Labour.—A full list of all persons liable to labour 
on communal works under this Ordinance is to be prepared by the Arachchi of each 
wasama and forwarded to the Ratemahatmaya, who is to Certify to its correctness 
and forward it to the Kachcheri not later than December 15 of each year. Any 
Arachchi who shall wilfully omit the name of any such person shall be liable to a fine.

7. Arachchi’s  Labour L ist.—The Arachchi shall keep a list of labourers on which 
he shall mark the number of days’ labour; performed by each man as it is 
carried out.

> 8. E xecution o f W ork.—In the execution of any public work passed under rule 2, if
the Committee decides to employ skilled labour, it shall be competent for the Com- 

, mittee to assess the cost of'such work and call on the inhabitants of the villages
■' interested liable to work to contribute by a cash payment instead of labour due by

them. The defaulters shall render themselves liable to prosecution as provided for 
in rule 4.

9. Paths through Paddy F ields.—The proprietors of paddy land shall see that all 
the Gansabhawa paths leading through their paddy lands are not less than three feet 
in breadth. Any person who shall cut such road with intent to reduce its width or 
to deface it shall be deemed to have committed a breach of this rule.

G. M. F owler,
Acting CoicMiial Secretary. -



10. Damaging Village Property.—No person shall obstruct any village path, 
road, river, water-course, lake, or.ela, or through carelessness or malice injure any 
village path, or road, river, water-course, lake, or ela, or other village property, and 
it shall be lawful for the President, on conviction, to order .any person to repair 
damaage', or remove any encroachment within a given time, and in failure thereof 
such person shall be liable to a further fine of one rupee for every day after the given 
time during which the President’s order remains disobeyed.

11. Charge of Village Property.—All village paths, edandu, ambalams, bridges, 
schoolrooms,- court-houses, and all other village properties shall be in charge of the 
Arachchi of the wasama in which they are situated, who shall from time to time 
inspect all such properties, and all wells, spouts, watering, and bathing places within 
his wasama, and submit to the Chairman of the Committee a report on their state.

12. Ma/rkets, &c.—The boutiques and market places, as well as the roads and 
drains opposite them, shall be at all times kept clean by the occupants of market stalls 
and the keepers of boutiques.

13. Neglect of Duty by Headmen.—All headman shall keep order and preserve 
cleanliness in their respective bazaars and market places under a penalty of fine for 
neglect to do so, provided that the Ratemahatmaya alone shall have the power to 
proseoute under this section.

14. Burial Grounds.—In places in which, in the opinion of the Committee, a public 
burial ground is necessary, a suitable land shall be set apart for that purpose, and no 
dead bodies shall be buried or burnt within the limits of such places, except in the 
ground assigned for the purpose. The Committee shall kee£ a register in which all 
necessary particulars of such burial grounds shall be entered. No dead body shall be 
buried at a less depth than six feet below the surface of the ground. The Rate- 
mahatmaya may, with the approval of the Assistant Government Agent, order any 
such burial or burning ground to be closed, and after notice by beat of tom-tom has 
been given of such order, it shall not be lawful to bury or burn, any dead body in 
such ground.

( 10 )

Schools.

15. Establishment of Schools.—At the request by petition to the Assistant Govern
ment Agent of the parents or guardians of twenty-five or more children for the 
establishment of a school, or if the Committee report to the Assistant Government 
Agent that a site has been fixed upon for a school where there is likelihood of a good 
attendance, application shall be made, to the Director of Public Instruction for a 
schoolmaster and the necessary furniture free of charge to the villagers.

16. Erection, &e.—If such application be granted, the school-house shall be 
erected and kept in repair as already provided for by rule 1.

17. . Attendance.—The Committee shall fix the limits of the district for each 
school, and all parents and guardians within that district shall send their children 
between seven and thirteen years of age to the sohool thus provided for four days at 
jeast in each week and for nine months in each year..
p* 18. Prosecution for non-attendance.—The schoolmaster shall monthly send to 
the Korala a list of all children who do not attend school in accordance with the 
preceding rule, and the Korala shall cause the Arachchi to [prosecute the parents or 
guardians in default before the Gansabhawa.

19. Exemption.—The foregoing rules sha*ll not apply to those who, in the opinion 
of the President or Chairman of Village Council, with the sanction < f the Assistant 
Government Agent,* have made other satisfactory provision for the education of 
their children.

Lands fob  Common Purposes.

20. ' Application.—The Committee shall apply to the Assistant Government 
Agent for such lands as it may consider requisite for the pasturage of cattle or for 
any other common purposes, stating the villages for the benefit of which such lands 
are required.

21. Upkeep.—If the lands be required for pasturage, it shall be cleared by all the 
proprietors of cattle ordinarily grazing in such villages, the liability being in propor
tion to the number of cattle over one year old belonging to such proprietors.

22. Land required for any purpose other than Pasturage.—If the land be required 
for any purpose other than pasturage, the Committee shall arrange for its mainten
ance and protection as provided by rule 1.

23. Prevention of Cattle Trespass.—To prevent cattle trespass landowners shall
fence and watch their fields and hen and gardens according to the custom of the 
district, and cattle owners shall tie or pen their cattle and buffaloes at night, and in 
the day shall suspend a stick across the necks of their wild and unruly animals, or 
yoke them together in pairs. ,

24. Galas*—A  separate roofed gala for each cattle owner or a roofed gala in 
common for the owners of a group of houses shall, at the discretion of President. 
Village Tribunal, or Chairman, Village Council, be put up ir every village at a dis- 
taneeof net Iosb than 30 yards from any dwelling-house. All cattle, except buffaloes.
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shall be driven into the gala before n ightfall- The gala or galas shall be 
erected b y  the cattle owner or owners and shall ‘be in  their charge. The cattle 
owner or owners shall keep the same clean and in  a  proper state o f  repair. A n y 
neglect on  the part of any cattle owner to  erect or repair the gala, or to  drive his 
cattle into the gala at n ight, shall be deemed an offence under this.rule.

25. Pigs and Goats.— The owners of pigs and goats shall keep them  properly 
secured so that they m ay not trespass.

26. Tethering on Roadside.— No person shall allow any cattle to be tetherect upon 
any cart road, or in such a manner as w ill allow them to stray on  the road.

27. Seizure of Cattle for Trespass.— Cattle seized for trespass andnot claim edfrom  
the local headm an w ithin forty-eight hours shall be sent to the President, or if there 
be no President, to  the Chairman of the Village Com mittee, who shall take steps to  
advertise the fact that the animal is in  the Gansabhawa. I f  it is unclaimed w ithin 
fourteen days, the President or Chairman shall send it to the Kachcheri w ith  full 
particulars. I t  shall then be sold at public auction, and a proper title be given to  the 
purchaser. The proceeds o f the sale, after expenses incurred have been deducted, 
shall be credited to the Communal Fund.

28. Possession of diseased M eat.—-No one shall knowingly sell, or eat, or possess 
the flesh o f any animal that has died o f sickness, or by  drowning, or b y  the bite o f  
a snake,

29. Burial of Animats.— The carcases o f all such animals and o f all animals dying 
a natural death shall be buried by the owners thereof without loss of time. The 
village headman shall bury  unrem oved  carcases o f which the owners are absent 
or cannot be  ascertained. The cost of such burial will be paid from  Gansabhawa 
funds, and is recoverable from  the owners when found.

30. Slaughter of Sheep, Goats, or P igs .— I t  shall not be  lawful for any person to , 
slaughter sheep, goats, or pigs w ithout previously inform ing the village headman, 
w ho shall n ot allow the animal to  be slaughtered, unless he is satisfied (1) as to  the 
right o f the person wishing to  slaughter it, and (2) as to  the fitness o f the animal for 
slaughter. In  the absence o f  the village headman, it shall be com petent for the 
headman o f any adjoining village, subject to  the same conditions, to  allow the animal 
to  be slaughtered.

Boundaries.

31. Private Lands.— The boundaries o f all private lands shall be marked by  fences, 
ditches, and stones, according to  the custom  o f the subdivision in which they are 
situated. Such boundaries shall be put up b y  the owners o f the land on both  sides 
thereof. Any person ordered b y  the Com mittee to  m ark the boundary who shall 
refuse or neglect to  com ply w ith  the order shall be liable to  a  fine.

32. Injury to Boundaries.— N o person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary, or any ancient boundary mark, fences or division.

N uisances.

33. Diseased Persons prohibited from using Public Bathing-places.— N o persons 
infected with any contagious disease shall wash themselves or their clothes in  any 
public bathing-place.

34. Befouling Wells and hilling Fish .— No person shall befoul a village ela, 
village well, or spring o f water used for drinking purposes by  the inhabitants o f any 
village, or shall attem pt to  kill fish b y  means o f poison or explosion.

35. Removal of Trees along Public Thoroughfares.— The Committee m ay, in like 
manner, direct the removal o f any tree dangerous to the safety o f  passengers along 
any public road or street, with the exception of roads in charge o f the Public W orks 
Departm ent, the D istrict R oa d  Committee, or L ocal Board.

36. Dirtying Public Roads.— Persons residing on either side o f  a public road 
shall not put dirt, rubbish, timber, mats, copra, arecanut, or any other com m odity 
in ot u pon  the same, and they shall n o t keep carts standing on the road longer 
than is necessary for the loading or unloading o f the same, and shall not allow 
children too  young to  take care o f  themselves to  play thereon unless in  charge of 
some com petent person.

37. Pelting Stones at Houses, dec.— Pelting stones at houses, drawing caricatures 
and indecent figures, or writing insulting expressions on  buildings or any conspi
cuous object, or the doing o f any other acts b y  which the individual is insulted or 
public decency outraged is forbidden.

General.

38. Disturbing the Public Repose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
nicht b y  making a noise, singing indecent songs, or b y  otherwise raising a disturb- 
niieo. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to  affect the existing rights of the 
people in the m atter of religious ceremonies and other orderly gatherings.

39. Loitering at Night. -A n y  person found loitering at night on the road or 
about the hamlet after 9 f .m . w ithout a light shall, if he is unable to  give a satis
factory  account of himself, be liable to fine.



40. Sale of Unwholesome Food.—N o  parson shall sell as f6od any rotten or putrid 
meat or fish or other articles unfit*for human food.

41. Possession7of Unwholesome. Food.—Any person possessing any rotten or 
putrid meat or fish, who shall fail to have it buried when so directed by the headman 
of his village, shall be guilty of a breach of this rule.

42. Villages'to he kept Clean.-*-The inhabitants of each village and house shall 
keep the land in and around it to a distance of sixty yards from any house clear of 
all filth and rubbish and rank vegetation, and the work shall be apportioned by the 
.Arachchi. Any one who shall neglect or refuse to do the work apportioned to him 
by the Arachchi shall be liable to fine.

43. Drunkenness.—No person shall be drunk in any public place.
44. Abusive Language.—The use of abusive or indecent language to the annoy

ance of any person, or for the purpose of provoking a breach of the peace/is forbidden 
Any person infringing this rule shall be liable to fine.-
. 45. Springs Guns and Traps.—No person shall set any spring guns or traps 
without the permission in writing of the village headman. Such permission shall 
be proclaimed by the village headman by beat of tom-tom, and the applicant shall 
pay 50 cents for the expense of the proclamation.

46. Gambling and Cock-fighting.—Gambling and cock-fighting are prohibited. 
Any person found gambling or cock-fighting, or abetting them by his presence, or 
allowing his house or land to be used for any /such purpose, shall be liable to fine, 
and to a further fine not exceeding five rupees a day for each day the breach of this 
rule is continued after notice from the village headman to discontinue it. The 
term “ gambling ” includes “ lotteries.”

47. Cart-raring.—Cart-racing on any public thoroughfare is forbidden. Every 
person infringing this rule shall be liable to a fine.

48. Furious D riving.—No person shall furiously or carelessly drive a hackery or 
any other vehicle on a public thoroughfare.

49. Setting F ire to Patanas.—No person shall wilfully set fire to any patana 
jand without permission in writing from the Ratemahatmaya. ’

50. Setting F ire to Chena.—When a range of chenas (hen) is cultivated in com
mon, no person shall set fhe to it until the time of firing has been settled by a 
majority of the cultivators and notified to the village headman.

51. Plucking of Green Coffee and Arecanuts prohibited.—No pesron, not being a 
labourer employed on any plantation within the meaning of Ordinance No. 9 
of 1885, shall possess, pluck, sell, or buy green coffee or green arecanuts without

^permission in writing from Ratemahatmaya;
52. Notices.—A1 notices issued under these rules shall, unless otherwise specially 

’ ordered, be published by beat of lom-tom, which shall be taken as sufficient notice
to all people liable to labour. Provided that nothing in this rule shall prevent the 

' service of notice personally or otherwise.
53. Defacing any written N otice.—Any person wilfully destroying or defacing 

. any notification issued by the Committee shall be liable to fine.
54. H ouses to be whitewashed.—All villagers shall whitewash their houses, either 

.■ with makulu, lime, or other suitable substance, whenever they receive orders from
the Committee to do so,

55. ' Delivery of Books, & c.—When any headman or cattle registrar signs, or is 
(• removed from office, or dies, he or his heirs, as the case may be, shall deliver all his
registers, books, and office documents to the Committee.
. 56. Hindrance or vexatious Conduct.—No person shall obstruct or resist any 

headman or authorized person in the discharge of his duties, and no headman or 
" authorized person shh.ll be guilty of any negligence or malicious or vexations conduct 

under the foregoing rules.
57. Fish in  Tanks.—-Tbefish ina tank shall be divided according to the shares of 

pangukarayo holding land under the tank.
58. Kalambola and Charms.—The putting up of “ kalambola ” or any similar 

charm to  cause fear or annoyance to any person or persons is forbidden.
59. Attendance on Summons.—Every person, upon whom a summons or subpoena 

issued by the President or Chairman shall have been served shall duly attend in 
obedience to such summons or subpoena.

60. Share of Game.—The owner of any land on which any game is killed shall be 
entitled to receive a hind quarter of every animal so killed. The Arachchi of the 
wasama in which any game is killed on Crown Land shall be entitled to the portion 
called katupola. This rule does not apply to Matale South.
>. 61. Village Tanks.—Every owner of land irrigable by a village tank shall be 
liable to contribute towards its repair or maintenance in labour at the rate of 1,3bu 
cubic feet of earthwork for every amunam of land owned. Any person who shall 
fail to render the labour or special labour due by him at the time appointed by the 
■ Assistant Government Agent shall be liable to fine. Special labour may be called 
out by older pf the Committee or the Assistant Government Agent.
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62. Repeat of former Rules.—These rules supersede all rules hitherto in force in
in the District of Matale.
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IT is hereby notified that H is Excellency the Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in him  
b y  section 7'offthe above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, has been 

pleased to approve’ of the following rules, which have been made under the provisions of section 16 of 
the said Ordinance by the Village Committee elected by the inhabitants of the subdivision of Gampahasiya 
pattn in the Chief Headman’ s division of Matale South, in the District of Matale, Central Province, 
and the same are published for general information.

The Village Commttnities’ Ordinance, No. 24 or 1889.

Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Colombo, February 27, 1907.

B y His Excellency’s command,

G. M. Fowler,
Acting Colonial Secretary.

ttui.es referred  to.

SE CTIO N  V I.

V illage  W orks.

1. Construction and U pkeep.—The construction, maintenance, regulation, and 
protection of village works mentioned in section 6 of Ordinance No. 24 of 1889. and 
of all other works for which the inhabitants of any subdivision may be, by any law at 
present in force or hereafter to be enacted, empowered to make provision, shall be 
effected by all males between the ages of 16 and 55 and not exempt from performing 
labour under the Thoroughfares Ordinance, who reside in villages which the Commit
tee may decide under rule 2 to be interested in the work ; and the Committee shall 
determine the number of days’ labour that each person liable shall contribute towards 
it, either in person or by substitute, or by money payment. Provided that no person 
shall be required to labour at a distance greater than seven miles from his residence,

2. L iability.—It shall be the duty of every headman to inform the President or 
Chairman before October 3 each year, or whenever it is necessary, that such and 
such village works mentioned in section 6 of the Village Tribunals Ordinance require 
repair. On receiving such information, either from a headman or from any other 
person, the President or Chairman and the Committee shall make such inquiry as 
they think necessary, and if they approve of the work shall prepare a list setting out 
the nature of the work and the names of the villages interested in it, and may make 
such subsequent alterations in the list as may be deemed expedient; and the decision 
of the Committee as set forth in such list, or amended list if approved by the Assist
ant Government Agent (to whom it shall be sent not later than December 31 each 
year), shall be final on the question as to what villages are interested. The list of 
communal works for the year, when approved by the Assistant Government Agent, 
shall be returned to the President or Chairman and the Committee, who shall at once 
decide upon the dates upon which and within which the various works are to be 
carried out.

3. M anagem ent.—If the work concerns only one wasama. the Arachchi; if more 
than one wasama, the Korala; if more than one korale, the Ratemahatmaya, shall 
have charge of the work.

4. Failure to Labour.—Every person liable to labour under these rules who shall' 
fail to attend for the performance thereof at the time and place mentioned in the 
notice, or to commute therefor, or who, having attended, shall fail to do a full day’s 
work, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding one rupee for every day of such failure.

5. Commutation of Labour.—Any person may commute the labour due by him 
by paying to the headman calling out the labour, on or before the day fixed by the 
notice for the commencement of the work, the sum of 33 cents for every day’s labour 
due, and such headman shall give a receipt for every sum of money so paid to 
him.

6. L ist o f people liable to perform  Labour.—A full list of all persons liable to labour 
on communal works under this Ordinance is to be prepared by the Arachchi of each 
wasama and forwarded to the Ratemahatmaya, who is to certify to its correctness 
and forward it to the Kachcheri not later than December 15 of each year. Any 
Arachchi who shall wilfully omit the name of any such person shall be liable to a 
fine.

7. Arachchi’e Labour L ist.—The Arachchi shall keep a list of labourers on which 
he shall mark the number of days’ labour performed by each man as it is carried 
out.

8. E xecution o f W ork.—In the execution of any public work passed under rule 2, if 
the Committee decides to employ skilled labour, it shall be competent for the Com
mittee to assess the cost of such work and call on the inhabitants of the villages 
interested liable to work to contribute by a cash payment instead of labour due by , 
them. The defaulters shall render themselves liable to prosecution as provided for 
in rule 4.

9. Paths through Paddy F ields.—The proprietors of paddy land shall see that all 
the Gansabliawa paths lesding through their paddy lands are not less than three feet 
in breadth. Any person’who shall cut such road with intent to reduce its width or 
to deface it shall be deemed to have committed a breach of this rule.



10. Damaging Village Property.— N o person shall obstru ct any v illage path , 
road , river, w ater-course, lake, or ela, or through carelessness or m alice in jure an y 
village path , ot road, river, -water-course, lake, or e la , or oth er village p roperty, and 
it  shall be lawful for the President, on conviction , to  order an y person to  repair 
damage or rem ove any encroachm ent w ithin a given  tim e, and in  failure thereof 
such person shall he liab le to  a further fine of one rupee fo r  every  day after the given  
tim e during which the President’s order rem ains d isobeyed.

11. ’ Charge of Village Property.— A ll village paths, edandu, am balam s, bridges, 
schoolroom s, court-houses, and all other village properties shall be in  charge o f the 
Arachohx o f the wasama in  which they are situated , w ho shall from  tim e to  tim e 
inspect all such properties and all w elb , spouts, w atering, and bathing places w ith in  
Ms wasam a, and subm it to the Chairman o f the Com m ittee a report on  th eir state.

12. M arkets, &e.— The boutiques and m arket places, as w ell as the roads and 
drains opposite them , shall be at all tim es kept cleah b y  the occupants o f m arket stalls 
and the keepers o f boutiques.

13. Neglect of Duty by Headmen.— A ll headm an shall keep order and preserve 
, cleanliness in  their respective bazaars and m arket places under a penalty o f fine for 
neglect to  do so , provided that the Ratem ahatm aya alone shall have th e pow er to 
prosecute under this section.

14. Burial Grounds.— In  places in  w hich, in  the opin ion  o f the Com m ittee, a  pu blic 
burial ground is necessary, a  suitable land shall be set apart for that purpose, and no 
dead bodies shall be buried or burnt w ithin  the lim its o f such places, except in  the 
ground assigned for the purpose. The Com m ittee shall keep a  register in  w hich all 
necessary particulars o f such burial grounds shall be  entered. N o dead b od y  shall be 
buried at a less depth than six  feet below  the surface of the ground. T h e R a te
mahatmaya m ay, w ith the approval o f the Assistant Governm ent A gent, order any 
stich burial or burning ground to  be closed, and after notice by  beat o f tom -tom  has 
been given o f such order, it  shall n ot be law ful to  bury or burn any dead b od y  in  
such ground.

( 14 )

Schools.

15. Establishment o f Schools.— A t the request b y  petition  to  the A ssistant G overo- 
. m eat Agent o f the parents or guardians o f tw enty-five or m ore children fo r  th e 
establishm ent o f a  school, or if  the Com m ittee report to  th e A ssistant G overnm ent 
Agent that a site has been fixed upon for a school w here there is  likelihood o f a  good 
attendance, application shall be m ade to  the D irector o f P u blic In stru ction  fo r  a 
schoolm aster and the necessary furniture free o f charge to  th e villagers.

16. Erection, dkc.— I f such application  be granted, th e school-house shall bo 
erected and kept in  repair as already provided  f  ot b y  rule 1.

17. Attendance.— The C om m ittee-shall fix  the lim its o f the d istrict for  each 
school, and all parents and guardians w ithin  th at d istrict shall send their children 
betw een seven and thirteen years o f age to  the school thus provided  for fou r days at 
least in  each week and for nine m onths in  each year.

18. Prosecution for non-attendance.— The school m aster shall m onthly send to  
the K orala a list o f all children w ho do n ot attend school in  accordance w ith  the 
preceding rule, and the K orala shall cause the A rachchi to  prosecute the parents or 
guardians in  default before the Gansabhawa.

19. Exem ption .— The foregoing rules shall not apply to  those w ho, in  the op in ion  
'o f  the President or Chairman o f V illage Council, w ith  the sanction  o f the Assistant
Governm ent A gent, have m ade other satisfactory provision  for  the edu cation  o f 
their children.

Lauds fob Common Purposes.

F  20. A pplication .— The Com m ittee shall apply to  the Assistant G overnm ent 
Agent for  such lands as it  m ay consider requisite for the pasturage o f cattle or for 
any other com m on purposes, stating the villages for the benefit o f w hich such lands 
are required.

21. Upkeep.— I f the lands be required for pasturage, it  shall be cleared b y  all the 
proprietors o f cattle ordinarily grazing in  such villages, the lia b ility  being in  p rop or
tion  to  th e num ber o f cattle over one year old belonging to  such proprietors.

22.. Land required for any purpose other than Pasturage.— I f the land be requ ired 
for any purpose other than pasturage, the Com m ittee shall arrange for  its  m ainten
ance and protection  as provided  b y  rule 1.

23. Prevention of Cattle Trespass.— To prevent cattle  trespass landow ners shall 
.fence and w atch their fields and hen and gardens according to  the etistom  o f the 
.district, and cattle owners shall tie  or pen th eir cattle and buffaloes at n igh t, and in  
the day shall suspend a stick  across the necks o f their w ild and unruly anim als, or 
yoke them together in  pairs.

24. Galas.— A  separate roofed  gala for each cattle ow ner or a roofed  gala in 
com m on fe r th e  owners o t a  group o f houses sliall. at the d iscretion  o f P resident . 
YiUageTribnnal, or Chairman,V illage Council, he put u p  in everyvillage at a distance 
o t n ot te n  than. 30.yards tram .any dw elling-house. AH ca ttle , except bu ffaloes,

¥■ ‘
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shall be driven  in to the gala before nightfall. The gala or galas shall be erected 
b y  the cattle  ow ner or ow ners and shall be in  th ejr charge. The cattle ow ner or 
ow ners shall keep same clean and in  a  proper state o f repair. A ny neglect on  the 
p art o f any cattle  ow ner to  erect or repair the gala , or to  drive h is ca ttle  in to  th e 
gala at n igh t, shall be deem ed an offence under th is rule.

26. P ig s and Goats.— The ow ners o f pigs and goats shall keep them  properly 
secured so th at th ey  m ay n ot trespass.

26. Tethering on Roadside.— N o person shall allow  any cattle  to be tethered upon  ' 
any cart road  or in  such a  m anner as w ill alow  them  to  stray on  the road.

27. Seizure o f Cattle for Trespass.— Cattle seized for trespass and n ot claim ed from  
the loca l headm an w ithin  forty-eigh t hours shall be sent to  th e P resident, or i f  there 
be n o P resident, to  the Chairm an o f the V illage Com m ittee, w ho shall take steps to  
advertise the fa ct th at the anim al is  in  the Gansabhawa. I f  it  is unclaim ed w ithin 
fourteen  days, the President or Chairm an shall send it  to  th e K achcheri w ith  fu ll 
particu lars. I t  shall then be  sold  at pu blic auction , and a proper title  be given  to  the 
purchaser. The proceeds o f the sale, after expenses incurred have been deducted, 
shall be cred ited  to  the Com m unal Fund.

28. P ossession of diseased M eat.— N o one shall know ingly sell, or eat, or possess 
the flesh o f any anim al th at has died  o f sickness, or b y  drow ning, or b y  the b ite  o f 
a snake.

29. B urial of Anim als.— The carcases of a ll such anim als and o f a ll anim als 
dying a  natural death shall be buried by  the ow ners th ereof w ithout loss o f tim e. 
The v illage headm an shall bu ry unrem oved carcases o f w hich the ow ners are 
absent or cannot be ascertained. The cost o f such burial w ill be pa id  from  Gan
sabhaw a fu nds, and is recoverable from  the ow ners w hen fou nd.

30. Slaughter of Sheep, Goats, or P igs.— It  shall n ot be law ful for any person to  
slaughter sheep, goats, or pigs w ithout previously inform ing the village headm an, 
w ho shall n ot allow  the anim al to  be slaughtered, unless he is satisfied (1) as to  the 
right o f the person w ishing to  slaughter it, and (2) as to  th e fitness o f the anim al for 
slaughter. In  th e absence o f th e village headm an, it  shall be  com petent for the 
headm an o f any adj oining village,[sub j ect to  the sam e cond ition s, to  allow  the anim al 
to  be slaughtered.

B o u n d  a b i e s .

31- Private Lands.— The boundaries o f all private lands shall be m arked b y  fences, 
d itches, and stones, according to the custom  o f th e subdivision  in  w hich they are 
situated. Such boundaries shall be pu t up by th e owners o f the land on  both  sides 
thereof. A n y person ordered b y  the Com m ittee to  m ark the boundary w ho shall 
refuse or neglect to  com ply w ith the order shall be liable to  a  fine.

32. In ju ry to Boundaries.— N o person shall alter, d eface, ot w ilfu lly injure any 
such boundary, or any ancient boundary m ark, fence, or d ivision .

s
N u is a n c e s .

33. D iseased Persons prohibited from  using Public Bathing-places.— N o persons 
in fected w ith any contagious disease shall wash them selves or their clothes in  any 
public bathing-place.

34. Befouling W ells and killing F ish .— N o person shall befou l a village ela, 
village w ell, or spring of w ater used for drinking purposes b y  the inhabitants of any 
village, or shall attem pt to k ill fish by  m eans of poison  or explosion.

35. Rem oval of Trees along Public Thoroughfares.— The Com m ittee m ay, in  like 
m anner, d irect the rem oval o f any tree dangerous to  the sa fety o f passengers along 
any pu blic road  or street, w ith the exception  o f roads in  charge o f the P ublic W orks 
D epartm ent, the D istrct R oad  Com m ittee, or L ocal Board.

36. D irtying Public Roads.— Persons residing on  either side o f a public road 
shall n ot pu t d irt, rubbish, tim ber, m ats, copra , arecanut, or any other com m o
d ity  in  or upon the sam e, and they shall n ot keep carts standing on the road longer 
than is necessary for the loading or unloading o f the sam e, and shall n ot allow  
children too  young to  take care of them selves to play thereon unless in  charge of 
som e com petent person.

37. Pelting Stones at H ouses, <&c.— Pelting stones at houses, drawing caricatures
and indecent figures, or w riting insulting expressions on buildings or any conspi
cuous ob ject, or the doing o f any other acts by  w hich the individual is insulted or 
public decency outraged is forbidden . ;

G e n e b a l . '

38. D isturbing the Public R epose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night b y  m aking a noise, singing indecent songs, or by  otherwise raising a disturb
ance. N othing in  th is section  shall be deem ed to  affect the existing rights of the 
people in  the m atter o f religious cerem onies and other orderly gatherings.

39. Loitering at Flight.— A ny person found loitering at night on th e road or 
about the ham let after 9 p .m . w ithout a  ligh t shall, if he is unable to g ive a satis
factory  account o f him self, be liable to fine.



40. Sale of Unwholesome Food.— N o person shall sell as food  any rotten  or pu trid  
m eat or .fish or other articles unfit*for human food.

41. Possession of Unwholesome Food.— A n y  person possessing any rotten  or 
putrid m eat or fish, who shall fail to' have ft buried w hen so d irected b y  the headm an 
o f his village, shall be guilty o f a breach of this rule.

42. Villages to'be kept clean.— The inhabitants o f each  village and house shall 
keep the land in and around it to  a distance o f six ty  yards from  any house clear o f 
all filth and rubbish and rank vegetation, and the w ork shall be apportioned b y  the 
.Arachchi. A ny one who shall neglect or refuse to  d o  th e w ork apportioned to  him  
b y  the Arachchi shall be liable to  fine.

43. Drunkenness^■—N o person shall be drunk in any pu blic place.
44. Abusive Language.— The use o f abusive or indecent language to  the annoy

ance o f any person, or for the purpose o f provoking a breach  o f th e peace, is forbidden .
' A ny person infringing this rule shall be liable to  fine.
" 45. Spring Guns and Traps.— N o person shall set any spring guns or traps 

1 ■ w ithout the permission in  w riting o f the village headm an. Such perm ission shall
be proclaim ed b y  the village headm an by  beat o f tom -tom , and th e applicant shall 

; pay 50 cents for the expense o f th e proclam ation.
46. Gambling and Cock-fighting.— G am bling and cock-fighting are prohibited. 

A ny person found gam bling or cock -fightin g, or abetting them  by  his presence, or 
allow ing his house or land to be used for any such purpose, shall be liable to  fine, 
and to  a further fine n ot exceeding five rupees a day for each day the breach o f th is 
rule is continued after n otice from  the village headm an to  discontinue it. The 
term  “  gam bling ”  includes “  lotteries.”

47. Cart-racing.—-Cart-racing on  any public thoroughfare is forbidden. E very 
person infringing this rule shall be liable to  a fine.

48. Furious Driving.— N o person shall furiously or carelessly drive a hackery or 
any other vehicle on  a public thoroughfare.

49. Setting F ire to Patanas.— N o person shall w ilfu lly set fire to  any patana 
land w ithout perm ission in  writing from  the Batem ahatm aya.

50. Setting F ire to Chena:— W hen a range o f chenas (hen) is cultivated in  com - 
. m on, no person shall set fire to it  until the tim e o f firing has been settled b y  a

m ajority o f the cultivators and notified to the village headm an.
51. Plucking o f Green Coffee and Arecanuts prohibited.— N o person, n ot being a 

. labourer em ployed on any plantation  w ithin the m eaning o f Ordinance N o. 9 o f
• 1885, shall possess, pluck, sell, or buy green coffee or green arecanuts w ithout 

f permission in w riting from  the Batem ahatm aya.
52. N otices.— A ll notices issued under these rules shall, unless otherw ise specially 

ordered, be published by  beat o f tom -tom , w hich shall be taken as sufficient n otice 
to  all people liable to labour. P rovided that nothing in  th is rule shall prevent the 
service o f notice personally or otherwise.

53. D efacing any written N otice.— A ny person w ilfu lly  destroying or defacing
any notification issued by  the Com m ittee shall be liable to  fine. #

54. H ouses to be whitewashed.— A ll villagers shall whitew ash their houses, either 
w ith m akulu, lim e, or other suitable substance, whenever th ey receive orders from  
the Com mittee to  do so.

65. D elivery of Books, & c.— W hen any headm an or cattle registrar signs, or is 
rem oved from  office, or dies, he or his heirs, as th e case m ay be, shall deliver a ll his 
registers, books, and office docum ents to  the Com mittee.

56. Hindrance or vexatious Conduct.— N o person shall obstruct or resist any 
headman or authorized person in the discharge o f his duties, and n o headm an or 
authorized person shall be gu ilty o f any negligence or m alicious or vexatious con du ct 
under the foregoing rules.

57. Fish in  Tanks.— The fish in  a tank shall be d ivided  according to  the shares 
o f pangukarayo holding land under the tank.

58. Kalambola and Charms.— The putting up o f “  kalam bola ”  or any sim ilar 
charm  to  cause fear or annoyance to  any person or persons is forbidden .

59. Attendance on Summons.— E very person upon w hom  a sum m ons or subpoena 
issued b y  th e President or Chairman shall have been served shall du ly a tten d  in  
obedience to  such summ ons or subpoena.

60. Share o f Game.— The owner o f any land on  which any gam e is k illed shall be 
entitled to  receive a  hind quarter o f every anim al so killed. The A rachchi o f th e 
wasama in w hich any gam e is killed on  Crown Land shall be  entitled  to  th e p ortion  
called katupola. This rule does n ot ap p ly  to  M atale South.

61. Village Tanks.— E very ow ner o f land irrigable b y  a  v illage tank  shall be 
liable to  contribute tow ards its repair or m aintenance in  labour at th e  rate o f 1,300 
cubic feet o f earthwork for every am unam o f land ow ned. A n y person w ho shall 
fail to  render the labour or special labour due by  him at the tim e appointed b y  the 
Assistant Governm ent Agent shall be  liable to  fine. Special labour m ay be ca lled  
ou t b y  ordcg o f th e Com m ittee or  the Assistant G overnm ent A gent.

( 16 ) *

02. Repeal of former Buies.—These rules supersede all rules hitherto in force inthe District rtf MataU .



, The V illage Communities’ Ordinance, N o . 24 of 1889.

IT is hereby notified that His Excellency the .Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in him 
by section 7 of the above-jnamed Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, has been 

pleased to approve of the following rules, which have been made under the provisions of section 16 of 
the said Ordinance by the Village Committee elected by the inhabitants of the subdivision of Asgin 
Udasiya pattu in the Chief Headman’s division of Matale South, in the District of Matale, Central 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, . G. M. F owler,
Colombo, February 27, 1907. Acting Colonial Secretary.
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R u les referred to.

SECTION V I.

Village W orks
1. Construction and U pkeep.— The construction , m aintenance, regulation , and 

p rotection  of village w orks m entioned in  section  6 o f O rdinance N o. 24 o f 1889, and 
o f all other w orks for w hich the inhabitants of any subdivision  m ay be, b y  any law  at

‘ present in  force 'or hereafter to be enacted, em powered to m ake provision , shall be
effected b y  all m ales betw een the ages o f 16 and 55 and not exem pt from  perform ing 
labour under the Thoroughfares O rdinance, who reside in  villages w hich the Com m it
tee m ay decide under rule 2 to be interested in  the w ork ; and the Com m ittee shall 
determ ine the num ber of days’ labour that each person liable shall contribute tow ards 

v it, either in  person or by  substitute or b y  m oney paym ent. P rovided that no person
shall be required to labour at a distance greater than seven m iles from  his residence.

2. L iability.— It shall be the du ty o f every headm an to  in form  the President or 
Chairm an before O ctober 3 each year, or whenever it  is necessary, th at such and 
such village w orks m entioned in  section  6 of the V illage Tribunals O rdinance require 
repair. On receiving such in form ation , either from  a headm an or from  any other 
person, the President or Chairm an and the Com m ittee shall m ake such inqu iry as 
they th ink necessary, and if they approve o f the w ork shall prepare a list setting ou t 
the nature o f the w ork and the names o f the villages interested in  it , and m ay m ake 
such subsequent alterations in  the list as m ay be deem ed exp ed ien t; and the decision 
o f the Com m ittee as set forth  in  such list or am ended lis t, i f  approved b y  the Assist
ant G overnm ent Agent (to w hom  it shall be sent n ot later than D ecem ber 31 each 
year), shall be final on  the question as to  w hat villages are interested. The list o f 
com m unal w orks for the year, when approved b y  the A ssistant G overnm ent A gent, 
shall be returned to the President or Chairm an and the C om m ittee, w ho shall at once 
decide upon  the dates upon w hich and w ith in  w hich  the various w orks are to  be 
carried out.

3. M anagem ent.— If the w ork concerns on ly  one wasam a, the A rach ch i; i f  m ore 
than one w asam a, the K orala ; if  m ore than one korale, the R atem ahatm aya, shall 
have charge o f the w ork.

4. Failure to Labour.— E very person liable to  labour under these rules w ho shall 
fa il to  attend for  the perform ance thereof at the tim e and place m entioned in  the 
n otice , or to  com m ute th erefor,'or w ho, having attended, shall fa il to  do a  fu ll day ’s 
w ork, shall be lia b le  to  a fine n ot exceeding one rupee fo r  every day  o f such 
failure.

5. Commutation of Labour.— A n y person m ay com m ute the labour due b y  him  
by  paying to  the headm an calling ou t the labour, on  or before the day fixed  b y  the 
notice for the com m encem ent o f the w ork, the sum  of 33 cents for every day ’s labour > * 
due, and such headm an shall g ive a receipt fo r  every sum  o f m oney so paid to 
him.

6. L ist o f people liable to perform  Labour.— A  fu ll list o f all persons lia b le  to  labour
on com m unal w orks under th is O rdinance is to  be prepared b y  the A rachchi o f each A
wasama and forw arded to  the R atem ahatm aya, w ho is to certify  to  its  correctness ' : ’ .
and forw ard it  to  the K achcheri n ot later than D ecem ber 15 o f each year. A n y '7 . 
A rachchi w ho shall w ilfu lly  om it the nam e o f any such person shall be liable to  a fine; •'

7. Arachchi’s Labour L ist.— The A rachchi shall keep a lis t o f labourers on  which"
he shall mark" the num ber o f days’ labour \ perform ed b y  each m an as it  is 
carried out. ' .

8. Execution of W ork.— In  the execution  o f any pu blic w ork passed under rule 2, if 
the Com m ittee decides to  em ploy sk illed  labour, it  shall be com petent for  the Com* , 
m ittee to  assess the cost o f such w ork and call on  the inhabitants o f the villages 
interested liab le to  w ork to contribute b y  a cash paym ent instead o f labour due by  
them . The defaulters shall render them selves liab le to  prosecution  as provided  for 
in  rule 4.

9. Paths through Paddy F ields.— The proprietors o f paddy land shall see that all 
the Gansabhaw a paths leading through their paddy lands are n ot less than three feet 
in  breadth. A n y person w ho shall cu t such road w ith  in tent to  reduce its w idth or

. to  defaoe it  «hkH b e  deem ed to  have com m itted a  breach o f th is rule.
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10. ' Damaging Village Property.— N o person shall obstru ct any village path , 

road , river, -water-course, lake, or ela , or through carelessness or m alice injure any 
village pa th , or Toad, river, w ater-course, lake, or ela , or oth er v illage property, and 
it  shall be law ful for the President, on con viction , to  order .any person to  repair 
dam aage, or rem ove any encroachm ent w ithin a given  tim e , and in  failure thereof 
such person shall bo liable to  a further fine o f one rupee for  every day after the given 
tim e during w hich the President’s order remains disobeyed.

11. Charge of Village Property.— AH village paths, edandu, am balam s, bridges, 
schoolroom s, court-houses, and all other village properties shall be in  charge o f the 
Arachdhi' o f the wasama in  which they are situated, w ho shall from  tim e to  tim e 
inspect all such properties, and all wells, spouts, w atering, and bathing places w ithin  
his wasama, and subm it to  the Chairman o f the Com m ittee a  report on  their state.

12. M arkets, dec.— The boutiques and m arket places, as w ell as the roads and 
drains opposite them , shall be at all tim es kept clean b y  the occupants o f m arket stalls 
and the keepers o f boutiques.

13. Neglect of D uty by Headmen.— A ll headm an shall keep order and preserve 
cleanliness in  their respective bazaars and m arket places under a  penalty o f fine for  
neglect to  do so, provided th at the Ratem ahatm aya alone shall have the pow er to  
prosecute under ib is  section.

14. Burial Grounds.— In  places in  w hich, in  the opin ion  o f the Com m ittee, a p u b lic  
burial ground is necessary, a  su itable land shall be set apart fo r  that purpose, and no 
dead bodies shall be buried or burnt w ithin  the lim its o f such places, except in  the 
ground assigned for the purpose. The Com m ittee shall keep a  register in w hich all 
necessary particulars o f such bu rial grounds shall be entered. N o dead body shall be 
bu ried  a t a  less depth than  s ix  fee t below  the surface o f th e ground. ' The R ate
m ahatm aya m ay, w ith the approval o f the Assistant G overnm ent A gent, order any 
such burial or burning ground to  be closed, and after notice b y  beat o f tom -tom  has 
been given  o f such order, it  shall n ot be law ful to  bury or burn any dead bod y  in  
such ground.

r ’ Sc h o o l s .

15. Establishment of Schools.—A t the request by petition  to  the Assistant G overn
m ent. Agent o f th e parents or guardians o f tw enty-five or m ore children fo r  the 
establishm ent o f a school, or if  the Com m ittee report to  the Assistant G overnm ent 
Agent that a site has been fixed upon for a school where there is  likelih ood  o f a  good  
attendance, application shall be m ade to  the D irector o f P u blic Instruction  fo r  a 
schoolm aster and the necessary furniture free o f charge to  the villagers.

16. Erection, disc.— If such application be granted, the school-house shall be 
erected and kept in  repair as already provided  for by  rule 1.

17. Attendance.— The Com m ittee shall fix  the lim its o f the d istrict for each 
school, and all parents and guardians w ithin  that d istrict shall send their children 
between seven and thirteen years of age to  the school thus provided for  four days at 
least in  each week and for nine m onths in  each year.

18. Prosecution for non-attendance.— The schoolm aster shall m onthly send to 
the K orala a list o f all children w ho do n ot attend school in  accordance w ith the 
preceding rule, and the K orala shall cause the A rachchi to [prosecute the parents or 
guardians in  default before the Gansabhawa.

19. Exem ption .— The foregoing rules shall not apply to  those w ho, in  the opin ion  
of the President or Chairman o f V illage Council, w ith  the sanction  < f  the Assistant 

^ ^ e fn rd e n t A gent, have m ade other satisfactory provision  for the education o f 
't&&r children.

Lands fob Common Purposes.
/

20. Application .—-The Com m ittee shall apply to  the A ssistant G overnm ent 
Agent for suoh lands as it m ay consider requisite for the pasturage o f cattle or fo r  
any other com m on purposes, stating the villages for the benefit o f w hich such lands 
are required.

21. Upkeep.— I f  the lands be required for pasturage, it  shall be cleared b y  all th e 
proprietors o f cattle ordinarily grazing in  such villages, the lia b ility  being in  p rop or
tion  to  the num ber o f cattle over one year old belonging to  such proprietors.

22. Land required for any purpose other than Pasturage.— I f the lan d  be requ ired 
for any purpose other than pasturage, the Com m ittee shall arrange fo r  its m ainten
ance and protection  as provided by  rule 1.

23.. Prevention o f Cattle Trespass.— T o prevent cattle trespass landow ners shall 
fence and w atch their fields and hen and gardens according to  the custom  o f the 
diatrict. and cattle owners shall tie  or pen their cattle and buffaloes at n igh t, and in  
the day  shall suspend a stick  across the necks o f their w ild and unruly anim als, or 
yoke them, together in  pairs.

24. Galas.— A  separate roofed  gala for  each cattle ow ner or a roofed  gala in  
com m on for  the owners o f a  group o f houses shall, at th e d iscretion  o f P resident. 
Village Tribunal., or Chairman. V illage Council, be put up ir  every village at a d ia - 
tamceof n otices than 30 yaidB from  any dw elling-house. A ll cat tie , except bu ffaloes.



shall be driven  into the gala before n igh tfa ll. The gala o r  galas shall be 
erected  b y  th e cattle ow ner or ow ners and shaft be  in  th eir charge. T he cattle 
ow ner or ow ners shall keep the sam e clean and in  a proper state o f repair. A n y 
neglect on  the part o f any cattle ow ner to  erect or repair the gala, or to  d rive h is 
ca ttle  in to  the gala at n igh t, shall be deem ed an offence under th is rule.

25. P igs and Goats.— The ow ners o f pigs and goats shall keep them  properly 
secured so th a t they m ay n ot trespass.

26. Tethering on Roadside.— N o person  shall allow  any cat-tie to  be  tethered  upon  
any cart road , or in  such a m anner as w ill allow  them  to  stray on  the road.

27. Seizure o f Cattle for Trespass.— Cattle seized fo r  trespass and n ot claim ed from  
the loca l headm an w ith in  forty -eigh t hours shall be sent to  the P resident, or if  there 
be n o P resident, to  the Chairm an o f the V illage C om m ittee, w ho shall take steps to  
advertise the fa ct that the anim al is  in  the Gansabhawa. I f  it is unclaim ed w ithin  
fourteen  days, the President or Chairm an shall send it  to  the K achcheri w ith  fu ll 
particulars. I t  shall then be sold  at pu blic au ction , and a  proper title  be given  to  the 
purchaser. The proceeds o f the sa le, a fter expenses incurred have been dedu cted, 
shall be cred ited  to  the Com m unal Fund.

28. P ossession  of diseased M eat.— N o one shall know ingly sell, or eat, or  possess 
the flesh o f any anim al th at has d ied  o f sickness, or b y  drow ning, or b y  the b ite  o f 
a snake.

29. B urial of A nim als.— The carcases o f all such anim als and o f a ll anim als dying 
a natural death shall be buried by  the owners thereof w ithout loss o f tim e. The 
village headm an shall bu ry unrem oved carcases o f w hich the owners are absent 
or cannot be  ascertained. The cost o f such burial w ill be  paid from  Gansabhawa 
fu nds, and is recoverable from  the owners w hen found.

30. Slaughter o f Sheep, Goats, or P igs.— I t  shall n ot be law ful fo r  an y person to  
slaughter sheep, goats, or p igs w ithout previously inform ing th e village headm an, 
w ho shall n ot allow  the anim al to  be slaughtered, unless he is satisfied (1) as to  the 
right o f the person wishing to  slaughter it , and (2) as to  th e fitness o f the anim al for 
slaughter. In  the absence o f th e village headm an, it  shall be com petent for the 
headm an o f any adjoin ing v illage, su bject to  th e same conditions, to a llo w th e  anim al 
to  be  slaughtered.

( 19 )

BOUNDARIES. *

31. P rivate Lands.— The boundaries o f all private lands shall be m arked by  fences, 
ditches, and stones, according to  th e custom  o f the subdivision  in  w hich th ey are 
situated. Such boundaries shall be  pu t up b y  th e ow ners o f th e land on  both  sides 
thereof. A n y person ordered b y  the Com m ittee to  m ark the boundary who. shall 
refuse or neglect to  com ply w ith th e order shall be liable to  a fine.

32. In ju ry to Boundaries.— N o person shall alter, d eface, or w ilfu lly  in jure any 
such boundary, or any ancient boundary m ark, fences or division .

N uisances.

33. D iseased Persons prohibited from  using Public Bathing-places.— N o persons 
in fected  w ith any contagious disease shall wash them selves or their clothes in  any 
public bathing-place.

34. B efouling W ells and killing F ish .— N o person shall befou l a v illage ela , 
v illage w ell, or spring o f w ater used for drinking purposes b y  the inhabitants o f any 
village, or shall attem pt to  k ill fish b y  means o f poison or explosion.

35. Rem oval of Trees along P ublic Thoroughfares.-—The Com m ittee m ay, in  like 
m anner, d irect the rem oval o f any tree dangerous to the sa fety o f passengers along 
any public road or street, w ith the exception  o f roads in  charge o f the P ublic W orks 
D epartm ent, the D istrict R oad  Com m ittee, or L ocal B oard.

36. D irtying Public Roads.— Persons residing on either side o f a public road 
shall n ot pu t d irt, rubbish, tim ber, m ats, copra , arecanut, or any other com m odity 
in  or upon  the sam e, and they shall n ot keep carts standing on  th e road longer 
than is necessary for the loading or unloading o f the sam e, and shall n ot allow  
children to o  young to  take care o f them selves to  p lay  thereon unless in  charge of 
som e com petent person.

37. Pelting Stones at H ouses, & c.— Pelting stones at houses, draw ing caricatures 
and indecent figures, or w riting insulting expressions on  buildings or any> conspi
cuous ob ject, or the doing o f any other acts b y  w hich the individual is insulted or 
public decency outraged is forbidden.

General.

38. Disturbing the Public R epose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night b y  m aking a noise, singing indecent songs, or by  otherw ise raising a disturb
ance. N othing in  this section  shall be deem ed to  affect the existing rights o f the. 
people in  the m atter o f religious cerem onies and other orderly gatherings.

39. Loitering at N ight.— A ny person found loitering at n ight on  th e road or 
about th e ham let after 9 p .m . w ithout a light shall, if he is unable to  give a satis
factory  account o f him self, be liable to  fine.



40. Sale of Unwholesome Food.— N o  person shall sell as food  any rotten or putrid 
m eat or fish or other articles unfit for human food .

41. Possession:of, Unwholesome Pood.—A ny person possessing any rotten  or- 
putrid m eat or fish,w ho shall fa il to  have it buried when so directed by  the headm an 
o f h isvillage, shall be gu ilty  o f a-breach o f th is rule.

42. , Villages to he kept Clean.— The inhabitants o f each village and house shall 
keep the land in  and around it to  a distance o f six ty  yards from  any house clear o f 
all filth  and rubbish and rank vegetation, and the w ork shall be apportioned b y  th e 
Arachchi. A ny one w ho shall neglect or refuse to do the w ork apportioned to  him  
b y  the Arachchi shall be liable to fine.

43. Drunkenness.— N o person shall be  drunk in  any pu blic place.
' 44. Abusive Language.— The use o f abusive or indecent language to  the annoy
ance o f any person, or for the purpose o f provoking a breach o f the peace,[is forbidden  
Any person infringing this rule shall be liable to  fine.

45. Springs Gum cmd Traps.— N o person shall set any spring guns or  traps 
w ithout the permission in  w riting o f the village headm an. Such perm ission shall 
be proclaim ed by  the village headm an b y  beat o f tom -tom , and the applicant shall

~ - pay 50 cents for the expense o f th e proclam ation.
46. Gambling and Cock-fighting.— G am bling and cock-fighting are proh ibited . 

A ny person found gam bling or cock-fighting, or abetting them  b y  his presence, or 
allow ing his house or land to  be used for any such purpose, shall be liable to  fine, 
and to  a  further fine n ot exceeding five rupees a day for each day the breach o f th is 
rule is continued after n otice from  the village headm an to  discontinue it . The

Vterm “  gam bling ”  includes “  lotteries.”
47. Cart-racmg.— Cart-racing on  any public thoroughfare is forbidden. E very 

person infringing this rule shall be liable to  a fine.
48. Furious Driving.— N o person shall furiously or carelessly drive a hackery or 

any other vehicle on a pu blic thoroughfare.
49. Setting F ire to Patanas.— N o person shall w ilfu lly  set fire to  any patana 

jand w ithout perm ission in  writing from  the Ratem ahatm aya.
50. Setting F ire to Chena.— W hen a range o f chenas (hen) is cultivated in  com - 

" m on , n o person shall set fire to  it  until the tim e o f firing has been settled by  a
m ajority  o f the cultivators and notified to  the village headm an.

•4>1. Plucking of Green Coffee and Arecanuts prohibited.— N o pesron, n ot being a  
labourer em ployed on any plantation w ithin the m eaning o f Ordinance N o. 9 
o f 1885, shall possess, pluck, sell, or buy green coffee or green arecanuts w ithout 
perm ission in  writing from  Ratem ahatm aya.

52. N otices.— A1 notices issued under these rules shall, unless otherwise specially 
ordered, be published by  beat o f lom -tom , w hich shall be taken as sufficient n otice 
to all people liable to  labour. P rovided th at nothing in th is rule shall prevent the 
service o f notice personally or otherwise.

53. Defacing any written N otice.— A ny person w ilfu lly  destroying or defacing 
any notification  issued b y  the Com m ittee shall be liable to  fine.

54. H ouses to he whitewashed.— A ll villagers shall whitewash their houses, either 
w ith m akulu, lim e, or other suitable substance, whenever they receive orders from  
.jhe Com m ittee to  do so.

55. D elivery of Books, d>c.— W hen any headm an or cattle registrar signs, or is 
rem oved from  office, or dies, he or his heirs, as the case m ay be, shall deliver all his 
registers, boojis, and office docum ents to  the Com m ittee.

56. Hindrance or vexatious Conduct.— N o person shall obstruct or resist any 
. headman or authorized person in  the discharge o f his duties, and n o headm an or

authorized person shall be guilty o f any negligence or m alicious or vexatiom  con du ct 
under the foregoing rules.

57. Fish in  Tanks.— The fish in a  tank shall be divided according to  the shares o f 
pangukarayo holding land under the tank.

58. Kalambola and Charms.— The putting up o f “  kalam bola ’ ’ or any sim ilar 
charm  to  cause fear or annoyance to  any person or persons is forbidden.

59. Attendance on Summons.— E very person, upon w hom  a sum m ons or subpoena 
issued b y  the President or Chairman shall have been served shall du ly atten d  in 
obedience to  such summons or subpoena.

60. Share of Game.— The ow ner o f any land on  which any gam e is killed shall be 
entitled to  receive a hind quarter o f every animal so killed. The A rachchi o f the 
wasama in  w hich any game is killed on  Crown Land shall be entitled to  the portion  
called katupola. This rule does n ot apply to  M atale South.

61. Village Tanks.— E very owner o f land irrigable by  a village lank  shall be 
liable to  contribute towards its repair or m aintenance in labour at the rate o f 1.300 
cubic feet of earthwork for every am unem  o f land ow ned. Any person w ho shall 
fa il to  render the labour or special labour due by him  at th e tim e appointed by  the 
Assistant Government Agent shall he liable to fine. Special labour m ay be called  
out by  oil^ r o f the Com mittee or the Assistant G overnm ent A gent.

; ( 20 ).

62. Repeal of former Rules,—These rules supersede all roles hitherto in force in
m the District of Matale,



m T he  Village Communities’ Ordinance , N o . 24 o r  1889.

IT is hereby notified that His Excellency the Govebnob, in exercise of the powers vested in him 
by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive'Couneil, has been 

?• pleased to approve of the following rules, which have been made under the provisions of section 16 of the 
said Ordinance by the Village Committee eleoted by the inhabitants of the subdivision of Asgiri Pallesiya 

' pattu in the Chief Headman’s division of Matale South, in the District of Matale, Central Province, 
and the same are published for general information.
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Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Colombo, February 27, 1907.

By His Excellency’s command,
G. M. F owler,

Acting Colonial Secretary.

ftut.es referred  to.

SECTION VI.

V illage W obks.

1. Construction and U pkeep.— The construction , m aintenance, regulation , and 
p rotection  o f v illage 'works m entioned in  section  6 o f Ordinance N o. 24 o f 1889, and 
o f a ll other w orks for w hich  the inhabitants o f any subdivision  m ay b e , by  any law  at 
present in  force  or hereafter to  be^enacted, em pow ered to  make p rovision , shall be 
effected  b y  all m ales betw een the ages o f 16 and 56 and n ot exem pt from  perform ing 
labour under the Thoroughfares O rdinance, w ho reside in  villages w hich the Com m it- - 
tee m ay decide under rule 2 to be interested in  the w ork ; and the Com m ittee shall 
determ ine the num ber o f days’ labour that each person liable shall contribute tow ards 
i t , either in  person or b y  substitu te, or b y  m oney paym ent. P rovided that no person 
shall be requ ired to  labour at a distance greater than seven m iles from  his residence.

2. L iability.— I t  shall be the duty o f every headm an to in form  the President or 
Chairm an before O ctober 3 each year, or w henever it  is  necessary, that such and 
such v illage w orks m entioned in  section  6 o f the V illage Tribunals O rdinance require 
repair. On receiving such in form ation , either' from  a headm an or from  any other 
person, the President or Chairm an and the Com m ittee shall make such inqu iry as 
th ey  th in k  necessary, and if they approve o f the w ork shall prepare a list settiflg  ou t 
the nature o f the w ork and the nam es o f the villages interested in  it , and m ay m ake 
such subsequent alterations in  the lis t as m ay be deem ed expedient.; and the decision  
o f the Com m ittee as set forth  in  such lis t, or am ended list if  approved b y  the A ssist
ant G overnm ent Agent (to  w hom  it shall be sent n ot later than D ecem ber 31 each 
year), shall be final on  the question  as to  w hat villages are interested. The lis t o f 
com m unal w orks for the year, w hen approved b y  the A ssistant G overnm ent A gent, 
shall be returned to the President or Chairm an and the Com m ittee, w ho shall a t once 
decide upon  the dates upon w hich and w ith in  w hich the various w orks are to  be 
carried out.

3. M anagem ent.— I f the w ork concerns on ly  one w asam a, the A rach ch i; i f  m ore 
than one wasam a, the K ora la ; if m ore than one korale, the R atem ahatm aya, shall 
have charge o f the w ork.

4. Failure to Labour.— E very person liable to  labour under these rules w ho shall 
fa il to  attend for the perform ance thereof at the tim e and place m entioned in  the 
n otice , or to  com m ute th erefor, or w ho, having attended, shall fa il to  do a fu ll day ’s 
w ork , shall be liable to  a fine n ot exceeding one rupee fo r  every day o f such failure.

5. Commutation of Labour.— A n y person m ay com m ute the labour due b y  him  
b y  paying to  the headm an calling ou t the labou r, on  or before the day fixed by  the 
n otice fo r  the com m encem ent o f the w ork, the sum o f 33 cents for every day’s labour 
du e, and such headm an shall g ive a receip t for  every sum o f m oney so paid  to 
him .

6. L ist o f people liable to perform  Labour.— A  fu ll lis t o f all persons liable to  labour 
on  com m unal w orks under th is O rdinance is  to  be prepared b y  the A rachchi o f each 
wasam a and forw arded to  the R atem ahatm aya, w ho is to  certify  to  its  correctness . 
and forw ard it  to  the K achcheri n ot later than D ecem ber 15 o f each year. A ny 
A rachch i w ho shall w ilfu lly  om it the nam e o f any such person shall be liable to  a 
fine.

7. Arachchi’s Labour List.— The A rachchi shall keep a  list o f labourers on  w hich 
he shall m ark the num ber o f days’ labour perform ed b y  each m an as it  is carried 
ou t.

8. E xecution of W ork.— In  the execution  o f any public w ork passed under rule 2, if 
the Com m ittee decides to  em ploy skilled labour, it  shall be com petent for the Com 
m ittee to  assess the cost o f such w ork and "call b n  the inhabitants of the villag  js 
interested liab le to w ork to  contribute by  a cash paym ent instead o f labour due^by 
them . The defaulters shall render them selves liable to  prosecution  as provided for 
in  rule 4.

9. Paths through Paddy F ields.— The proprietors o f paddy land shall see th at all 
th e G ansabhawa paths leading through their paddy lands are n otless than-three feet 
in  breadth . A ny person 'w ho shall cut such road w ith  intent to  reduce its w idth  or 
to  deface it  shall be deem ed to  have com m itted a breach o f this rule.



10. Damaging Village Property.—No person shall obstruct any village path, 
road, rives, water-course, lake, or ela, or through carelessness or malice injure any 
village path, or road, river, water-course, lake, or ela, or other village property, and 
it shall be lawful for the President, on donvietion, to order any person to repair 
damage or remove any encroachment within a given time, and in failure thereof 
such person shall be liable to a further'fine of one rupee for every day after the given 
time during which the President’s order remains disobeyed.

11. Charge of Village Property.—-All village paths, edandu, ambalams, bridges, 
schoolrooms, court-houses, and all other village properties shall be in charge of the 
Arachchi of the wasama in which they are situated, who shall from time to time 
inspect all such properties and all wells, spouts, watering, and bathing places within 
his wasama, and submit to the Chairman of the Committee a report on their state.

12. Markets, <fcc.—The boutiques and market places, as well as the roads and 
drains opposite them, shall be at all times kept clean by the occupants of market stalls 
and the keepers of boutiques.

IS. Neglect of Duty by Headmen.—All headman shall keep order and preserve 
cleanliness in their respective bazaars and market places under a penalty of fine for 
neglect to do so, provided that the Ratemahatmaya alone shall have the power to 
prosecute under this section.

14. Burial Grounds.—In places in which, in the opinion of the Committee, a public 
burial ground is neoessary, a suitable land Bhall be Bet apart for that purpose, and no 
dead bodies shall be buried or burnt within the limits of such places, except in the 
ground assigned for the purpose. The Committee shall keep a register in which all 
necessary particulars of such burial grounds shall be entered. No dead body shall be 
buried at a less depth than six feet below the surface of the ground. The Rate
mahatmaya may, with the approval of the Assistant Government Agent, order any 
such burial or burning ground to be closed, and after notice by beat of tom-tom has 
been given of such order, it shall not be lawful to bury or bum any dead body in 
such ground..

{ 22 )

Schools.

15. Establishment of Schools.—At the request by petition to the Assistant Govern
ment Agent of the parents or guardians of twenty-five or more children for the 
establishment of a school, or if the Committee report to the Assistant Government 
Ageilt that a site has been fixed upon for a school where there is likelihood of a good 
attendance, application shall be made to the Director of Public Instruction for a 
schoolmaster and the necessary furniture free of charge to tha villagers.

16. Erection, <fec.—If such application be granted, the school-house shall be 
erected and kept in repair as already provided for by rule 1.

17- Attendance.—The Committee shall fix the limits of the district for each 
school, and all parents and guardians within that district shall send their children 
between seven and thirteen years of age to the school thus provided for four days at 
least in each week and for nine months in each year.

18. Prosecution for non-attendance.—The school master shall monthly send to 
the Korela a list of all children who do not attend school in accordance with the 
preceding rule, and the Korala shall cause the Arachchi to prosecute the parents or 
guardians in default before the Gansabhawa.

19. Exemption.—The foregoing rules shall not apply to thoge who, in the opinion 
of the PresidCnt or Qiairman of Village Council, with the sanction of the Assistant 
Government Agent, have made other satisfactory provision for the education of 
their children.

Lands fob Common Purposes.

20. Application.—The Committee shall apply to the Assistant Government 
Agent for suchlands as it may consider requisite for the pasturage of cattle or for 
any other common purposes, stating the villages for the benefit of which such lands 
ate required.

21. Upkeep.—If the lands be required for pasturage, it shall be cleared by all the 
proprietors of cattle ordinarily grazing in such villages, the liability being in propor
tion to the number of cattle over one year old belonging to such proprietors.

22. Land required for any purpose other than Pasturage.—If the land he required 
for any purpose other than pasturage, the Committee shall arrange lor its mainten
ance and protection as provided by rule 1.

S3. Prevention of Cattle Trespass.—-To prevent cattle trespass landowners shall 
fence and watch their fields and hen and gardens according to the custom of the 
district, and cattle owners shall tie or pen their cattle and buffaloes at night, and in 
the day shall suspend a stick across the'necks of their wild and unruly animals, or 
yoke them together in pairs. ̂

24. Galas.—A separate roofed gala for each cattle owner or a roofed gala in 
common for the.owners of a group'of houses shall, at the discretion of President, 
Village Tribunal, or Chairman,Village Council, be put up in everyvillage at a distance 
of not lees than 30 yards from any dwelling-house. All cattle, except buffaloes,



shall be driven into the gala before nightfall. The gala or galas shall be erected 
by the cattle owner or owners and shall be in their charge. The cattle owner or 
owners shall keep same clean and in a proper state of repair. Any neglect on the 
part of any cattle owner to erect or repair the gala, or to drive his cattle into the 
gala at night, shall be deemed an offence under this rule.

25. P igs and Goats.—The owners of pigs and goats shall keep them properly 
secured so that they may not trespass.

26. Tethering on Roadside.— N o  person shall allow any cattle to be tethered upon 
any cart road or in such a maimer as will alow them to stray on the road.

27. Seizure o f Cattle for Trespass.—Cattle seized for trespass and not claimed from 
the local headman within forty-eight hours shall be sent to the President, or if there 
be no President, to the Chairman of the Village Committee, who shall take steps to 
advertise the fact that the animal is in the Gansabhawa. If it is unclaimed within 
fourteen days, the President or Chairman shall send it to the Kachcheri with full 
particulars. It shall then be sold at public auction, and a proper title be given to the 
purchaser. The proceeds of the sale, after expenses incurred have been deducted, 
shall be credited to the Communal Fund.

28. Possession of diseased M eat.—No one shall knowingly sell, or eat, or possess 
the flesh of any animal that has died of sickness, or by drowning, or by the bite of 
a snake.

29. B u ria l o f A nim als.—The carcases of all such animals and of all animals 
dying a natural death shall be buried by the owners thereof without loss of time. 
The village headman shall bury unremoved carcases of which the owners are 
absent or cannot be ascertained. The cost of such burial will be paid from Gan
sabhawa funds, and is recoverable from the owners when found.

30. Slaughter of Sheep, Goats, or Pigs.—It shall not be lawful for any person to
slaughter sheep, goats, or pigs without previously informing the village headman, 
who shall not allow the animal to be slaughtered, unless he is satisfied (1) as to the 
right of the person wishing to slaughter it, and (2) as to the fitness of the animal for 
slaughter. In the absence of the village headman, it shall be competent for the 
headman of any adjoining village,[subject to the same conditions, to allow the animal 
to be slaughtered, . , , , » 5J ^
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B o u ndabies . ;

31. Private Lands.— The boundaries of all private lands shall be m arked b y  fences, 
d itches, and stones, according to the custom  o f the subdivision  in  w hich they are 
situated. Such boundaries shall be pu t up by  the owners of the land on both  sides 
thereof. A n y  person ordered b y  the Com m ittee to  m ark the boundary w ho shall 
refuse or neglect to  com ply w ith the order shall be liable to  a fine.

32. In ju ry to Boundaries.— N o person shall alter, deface, or w ilfu lly injure any 
such boundary, or any ancient boundary m ark, fence, or division.

N uisances .

33. D iseased Persons prohibited from  using P ublic Bathing-places.— N o persons 
in fected  w ith an y  contagions disease shall w ash them selves or their clothes m  any 
pu blic bathing-place.

34. Befouling W ells and killing Fish.— N o person shall befou l a village ela, 
v illage w ell, or spring o f w ater used for  drinking purposes b y  the inhabitants o f any 
v illage, or shall attem pt to  k ill fish b y  m eans o f poison  or explosion.

35. Removal o f T rees along P ublic Thoroughfares.— The Com m ittee m ay, in  like 
m anner, direct th e rem oval o f any tree dangerous to  the safety o f passengers along 
any pu blic road  or street, w ith the exception  o f roads in  charge o f th e Public W orks 
D epartm ent, the D istrct R oad  Com m ittee, or L ocal B oard .

36. D irtying Public Roads.— Persons residing on  either side o f a  public road 
shall n ot p u t d irt, rubbish, tim ber, m ats, copra , arecanut, or any other com m o
d ity  in  or upon  the sam e, and th ey shall n ot keep carts standing on  the road longer 
than is necessary for th e loading or unloading o f th e sam e, and shall not allow  
children to o  young to  take care o f them selves to  p lay  thereori unless in  charge Of 
som e com petent person.

37. P elting Stones at H om es, dec.— P elting stones a t houses, draw ing caricatures 
and indecent figures, o r  w riting insulting expressions on  buildings or any conspi
cuous o b je ct, or the doing o f any other acts b y  w hich th e individual is  insulted or 
pu blic decency outraged is forbidden .

Ge n er al .

38. D isturbing the P ublic R epose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night b y  m aking a noise, singing indecent songs, or b y  otherwise raising a disturb
ance. N othing in  th is section  shall be  deem ed to  affect the existing rights o f the 
people in  the m atter o f religious cerem onies and other orderly gatherings.

39. Loitering at N ight.— A ny person found loitering at night on  th e road or
about th e ham let after 9 p .m . w ithout a  ligh t shall, if he is unable to  give a satis
fa ctory  accoun t o f him self, be liable to  fine. __
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-40. Sa le of Unwholesome Food.— N o person shall sail as food any rotten or putrid 
meat or fish or other articles unfit for human food.

41. Possession of Unwholesome. Food.—Any person possessing any rotten or 
putrid meat or fish) who shall fail to?have it; buried when so directed by the headman 
of his village, shall beguilty of a breach of;this rule.
. 42. ViMages id FA kept cfeon.̂ -Theinhabitants of each village and house shall
keep the lan<£ inland; around it to »  distsmtee of sixty yards from any house clear of 
aUfflth-and,ri&&ish'and rank vegetation̂  and the work shall be apportioned by the 

' Arachehi. Any one who shall, neglect or refuse to do the work apportioned to him 
• r by the ArachoM shall be liable to ftjf e g ,' -

43. Drunkenness.—No person shall be drunk in any public place.
: 44. A busive Language.—The use of abusive or indecent language to the annoy

ance of any person, or for the purpose of provoking a breach of the peace, is forbidden. 
- Any person infringing this rule shall be liable to fine.

: 45. Spring Guns and Traps.—No person shall set any spring guns or traps 
* without the permission in writing of the village headman. Sneh permission shall 

be proclaimed by the village headman by beat of tom-tom, and the applicant shall 
 ̂ pay 5.0 cents for the expense of the proclamation.

40. Gambling and Cock-fighting.—Gambling and cock-fighting are prohibited. 
Any person found gambling or cock-fighting, or abetting them by his presence, or 
allowing his house or land to be used for any such purpose, shall be liable to fine, 
and to a further fine not exceeding five rupees a day for each day the breach of this 
rule is continued- after notice from the village headman to discontinue it. The 
term “ gambling ” includes “ lotteries.”

47. Carl-racing.—Cart-racing on any public thoroughfare is forbidden. Every 
. person infringing this rule shall be liable to a fine.

? 48. Furious Driving.—No person shall furiously or carelessly drive a hackery or
any other vehiele on a public thoroughfare.

48. Setting F ire to Patarns.—No person shall wilfully set fire to any patana 
"V land without permission in writing from the Ratemahatmaya.

m ajority o f the cultivators and notified to  the village headman.
- 51. P lucking of Green Coffee and A reeanuts prohibited.— N o  person, not being a 

s  ? -labourer employed on any plantation within the meaning o f Ordinance No. 9 of

«
' : I885, «shall possess, pluck, sell, or buy green coffee or green areeanuts without
permission in writing from the Ratemahatmaya.'

VSf ’ 52“. N otices.—All notices issued under these rules shall, unless otherwise specially 
ordered, be published by beat o f tom -tom , which shall be taken as sufficient notice 

i^ r t o  all people liable to  labour. Provided that nothing in ibis rule shall prevent the 
-/*-<• - service o f notice personally or otherwise.

- 63. D efacing any written N otice.—Any person wilfully destroying or defacing 
: " any notification issued by the Committee shall be liable to  fine.
•j. 54. H ouses to ty whitewashed.—A ll villagers shall whitewash their houses, either
~ g..‘- with makulu, lime, dr other suitable substance, whenever they receive orders from  

* fthe C&mmittee to do so.
g^65. D elivery of Books, dec.—W hen any headman or cattle registrar signs, or is 
Removed from office, or dies, he or his heirs, as the case may be, shall deliver all his 
registers, books, and office documents to  toe  Committee.

H indrance or vexatious Conduct.—No person shall obstruct or resist any 
fiejMiman or authorized person in the discharge of his duties, and no headman or 

^authorized person shall be guilty o f any negligence or malicious or vexatious conduct 
tthder the foregoing rules.

67. F ish  in  Tanks.—The fish in a tank shall be divided according to  the shares 
o f pangukarsyo holding land under the tank.

50. Setting F ire  to G hena.— When a range o f chenas (hen) is cultivated in com 
mon, no person shall set fire to it until the time o f firing has been settled by a

58. Kalam bola and Charms.—The patting up o f “  kalambola ”  or any similar
charm to  cause fear or annoyance to  any person or persons is forbidden.

59. Attendance on Sum m ons.—Every person upon wfiom a summons or subpoena 
issued by  the President or Chairman shall have been served shall duly attend in 
obedience to such summons or subpoena.

60. Share o f Game.— The owner of any land on which any game is killed shall be 
entitled to receive a hind quarter o f every animal so killed. The Arachehi of toe  
wasama in which any game is killed on Crown Land shall be entitled to  the portion 
called k&tupola. This rule does not apply to Matale South.

61. Village T anks.—Every owner o f land irrigable by  a village tank shall be 
liable to  contribute towards its repair or maintenance in labour at the rate of 1,300 
cubic feet o f earthwork for every amunam of land owned. Any person who shall 

. fail to  reader toe labour or special labour due by him at toe tim e appointed by the 
'  Assistant Government Agent shall be liable to fine. Special labour may be called

b** by order of toe  Committee or toe  Assistant Government Agent.
’• . ftepehl Qf former Hides.—These rules supersede all rules hitherto in force in
' •• toe District oflf&tale.



-- The V il l a g e  Co m m u n itie s ’  O r d in a n c e , No. 24 of  1889.
V T T  is hereby notified that H is E x c e l l e n c e  t h e  G o v e r n o r , in exercise of the pow ers vested in him 
: I by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, has been 
4 pleased to approve of the following rules, which have been made under the provisions of section 16 of
i. the said Ordinance by the Village Committee elected by the inhabitants of the subdivision of Udugoda 

Ifdasiya pattu in the Chief Headman’s division of Matale North, in the District of Matale, Central 
^Province, and the same are published for general information.
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Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Colombo, February 27, 1907.

By His Excellency’s command,

G. M. F o w l e r , 
Acting Colonial Secretary.

R ules referred to.

SECTIO N  V I.

V illage W orks

1. Construction and U pkeep.— The construction , m aintenance, regu lation , and 
p rotection  o f v illage works m entioned in  section  6 o f O rdinance N o. 24 o f 1889, and 
o f all other w orks for  w hich the inhabitants of any subdivision  m ay be, b y  any law  at 
present in  force or hereafter to  be enacted, em powered to m ake p rovision , shall be 
effected  by  all m ales betw een the ages o f 16 and 55 and n ot exem pt from  perform ing 
labour under the Thoroughfares O rdinance, who reside in  villages w hich th e Com m it
tee m ay decide under rule 2 to  be interested in  the w ork ; and the Com m ittee shall 
determ ine the num ber of days’ labour th at each person liable shall contribute tow ards 
it , either in  person or by substitute or b y  m oney paym ent. P rovided that no person 
shall be required to labour at a distance greater than seven m iles from  his residence.

2. L iability.— It shall be the du ty o f every headm an to  in form  the President or 
Chairm an before O ctober 3 each year, or whenever it  is necessary, that such and 
such village w orks m entioned in  section  6 o f the V illage Tribunals Ordinance require 
repair. On receiving such in form ation , either from  a headm an or from  any other 
person, the President or Chairman and the Com m ittee shall m ake such inquiry as 
they th ink necessary, and if they approve o f the w ork shall prepare a list setting out 
the nature o f the w ork and the nam es o f the villages interested in  it , and m ay m ake 
such subsequent alterations in  the list as m ay be deem ed expedient j and the decision 
o f the Com m ittee as set forth  in  such lis t or am ended lis t, if  approved b y  the Assist
ant G overnm ent A gent (to w hom  it shall be sent n ot later than D ecem ber 31 each 
year), shall be final on  the question as to  w hat villages are interested. The list o f 
com m unal works for  the year, when approved b y  the A ssistant G overnm ent A gent, 
shall be returned to the President or Chairm an and th e C om m ittee, w ho shall a t once 
decide upon  the dates upon w hich  and w ith in  w hich  the various w orks are to  be 
carried out.

3. M anagem ent.— I f the w ork  concerns on ly  one w asam a, th e A rachehi; i f  m ore 
them on e w asam a, the K o ra la ; if  m ore than one k ora le, the R atem ahatm aya, shall 
have charge o f th e w ork.

4. Failure to Labour.— Every person liable to labour under these rules who shall 
fa il to  attend for the performance thereof at the tim e and place mentioned in the 
notice, or to  com mute therefor,'or who, having attended, shall fa il to do a full day’s 
work, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding one rupee for every day o f such 
failure.

5. Commutation of Labour.— A n y person  m ay com m ute th e labour due b y  him 
b y  paying to  th e headm an calling ou t the labou r, on  or before th e day fixed  b y th e  
n otice fo r  th e com m encem ent o f the w ork , the sum  o f 33 cents fo r  every day’s labour 
due, and such headm an shall g ive a receip t fo r  every  sum  o f m oney so pa id  to  
him .

6. L ist o f people liable to perform  Labour.— A  fu ll lis t o f all persons liab le to  labour' 
on  com m unal w orks under th is O rdinance is to  be prepared b y  the Arachehi o f each, 
wasama and forw arded to the Ratem ahatm aya, w ho is to certify  to  its correctness 
and forw ard it  to  the K achcheri n ot later than D ecem ber 15 o f each yea®. A ny " 
Arachehi w ho shall w ilfu lly  om it the nam e o f any suoh person shall be liable to  a  fine.

7. Arachchi’s  Labour L ist.— The Arachehi shall keep a  lis t o f labourers on  which
he shall m ark the num ber o f days’ la b ou r, perform ed by  each man as it  is 
carried ou t. _ - ■ ,  .

8. E xecution of W ork.— In  the execution  o f any pu blic w ork passed under rule 2, if 
the Com m ittee decides to  em ploy skilled labour, it  shall be com petent for the Com
m ittee to  assess the cost o f such w ork and call on the inhabitants o f the villages 
interested liable to  w ork to contribute b y  a  cash paym ent instead o f labour due by  
them . T he defaulters shall render them selves liable to  prosecution  as provided for 
in  rule 4.

9. Paths through Paddy Fields.—The proprietors of paddy land shall see that all 
the Gansabhawa paths leading through their paddy lands are not less than three feet 
in  breadth. Any person who shall cut such road with intent to reduce its width or 
to  it  ■Roll be deemed to have committed a breach o f this rule.



10. Damaging Village 'Property.— No person  shall obstru ct any village path , 
road , r iver, water-course, lake, or ela , or through carelessness o r  m alice in ju re any 
yiUage path, orroad , river, w ater-course, lake, or ela, o r  oth er v illage property, and 
it  shaU.be law ful lor the President, on con viction , to  order .any person to  repair 
damaage,. or remove any encroachm ent w ithin a given  tim e, and in  failure thereof 
^ h p e r s o n  shall hd liable to, a further :ime o f one rupee fo r  every day after the given 
tjnib during-which the President’s order remains disobeyed.

11. Charge of Village Property^—AH village paths, edandu, am balam s, bridges, 
snJwQbwpms, court-houses, and all other village properties shall be in  charge o f the 
Arecnchi o f the wasama in  which they are situated, w ho shall from  tim e to  tim e 
inspect all such properties, and all w ells, spouts, w atering, and bath ing places w ithin  

. hisw esam a, and submit to  the Chairman o f the Com m ittee a report on  their state.
12. M arkets, dbo.~The boutiques and m arket places, as w ell as the roads and

drains opposite them , shall be at all tim es kept clean b y  the occupants o f m arket stalls 
and the keepers o f boutiques. *

13. Neglect o f Duty by H eadm en.— A ll headm an shall keep order and preserve 
cleanliness in  their respective bazaars and m arket places under a  penalty o f fine fo r  
neglect to  do so , provided that the Ratem ahatm aya alone shall have the pow er to  
prosecute under this section.
1 'i l l .  B urial Grounds.— In  places in  w hich, in  the opinion  o f the Com m ittee, a  p u blic 
burial ground is necessary, a  suitable land shall be set apart fo r  that purpose, and no 
deadbod ies shall be buried or burnt w ithin the lim its o f such places, except in  the 
ground assigned for the purpose. The Com m ittee shall keep a register in  w hich  all 
necessary particulars of such burial grounds shall be entered. N o dead bod y  shall be 
buried a t a  less depth than six feet below  the surface o f the ground. The R ate- 
ihBhatmaya m ay, with, the approval o f  the Assistant G overnm ent A gent, order any 
suobborial or burning ground to  be closed, and after n otice b y  beat o f tom -tom  has 
beem giyen o f such order, it  shall n ot be law ful to  bu ry or burn any dead b od y  in  

- suebground. _______
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. ‘ f , Sohoois.

4 f 15.- EstdbUshnient of Schools.— A t the request b y  petition  to the Assistant G ovem -
■ m entA gent o f the parents or guardians o f tw enty-five or m ore children fo r  the 

establishment o f a School, or if the Com mittee report to  the Assistant G overnm ent 
Agent that a site has been fixed ujjon for. a school where there is  likelih ood  o f a  good

: attendance, application shall be m ade to 'th e  D irector o f P u blic In stru ction  fo r  a 
schoolmaster and the necessary furniture free o f charge to  the villagers.
'-> 16, Erection, tfcc.—I ! such application be granted, th e school-house shall be 

' erected and kept in  repair as already provided for b y  rule 1.
'  17. Attendance.—The Com mittee shall fix  the lim its o f the d istrict fo r  each

scWool. and ail parents and guardians w ithin  th at d istrict shall send their children 
between seven and thirteen years o f age to  the school thus provided fo r  four days at 

r least in  eaeh week and for nine m onths in  each year.
18; Prosecution for non-attendance.— The schoolm aster shall m onthly send to  

the K orala a  lis t o f all children w ho do not attend school in  accordance w ith  the 
■44 preceding rule, and the K orala shall cause the Arachchi to  (prosecute the parents or 

guardians in  default before the Gansabhawa.
•4 Aft; Exem ption.—The foregoing rules shall n ot apply to  those w ho, in  the op in ion

■ 4 : ofetbe President or Chairman o f V illage Council, w ith the sanction < f  the A ssistant
Government Agent, have m ade other satisfactory provision  for  the education  o f 
tSsJr children. - i

Lands fob  Common Purposes.

20. Application.—The Com m ittee shall apply to  the A ssistant G overnm ent 
Agent for such lands as it  m ay consider requisite for  the pasturage o f cattle o r  fo r  
any other com m on purposes, stating the villages for the benefit o f w hich such lands 
are required,

21. U pkeep.—I f the lands be required for pasturage, it  shall be oleared b y  all the 
proprietors o f cattle ordinarily grazing in  such villages, the lia b ility  being in  p rop or
tion  to  the num ber o f cattle over one year old belonging to such proprietors.

22. L a n d  required for any purpose other titan Pasturage.— I f  the land be requ ired  
fo r  any purpose other than pasturage, the Com m ittee shall arrange for  its  m ainten
ance and  protection  as provided b y  rule 1.

23. Prevention of Cattle T respass.— T o prevent cattle trespass landow ners shall 
fence and w atch their fields and hen and gardens according to  the custom  o f  the 
dittrifct, aind cattle owners shall tie  or pen their cattle and buffaloes at n igh t, and in  
tbed^ w baS l suspend a stick  across the necks of their w ild and unruly anim als, or 
yoksthem . together in  pairs.

k ff A  Mparate roofed  gala for each cattle ow ner or a  roofed  gala  in
owners o f agron p  o f houses shall, a t the d iscretion  o f P residen t. 

yfitegeTruSfirisl,sbr Chairman; V illage C ouncil, be  pu t up ir  every village a t a  d i*- 
tanceot not Ires thldi3QiyaxdS from  dny dw elling-house. A ll ca ttle, excep t bu ffa loes.

. . .  . ;



shall be driven  in to the gala before n ightfall. • The gala or galas shall be 
erected b y  the cattle ow ner or owners and shall be  in  th eir oharge. T he cattle  
ow ner or ow ners shall keep the sam e clean and in  a  proper state o f repair. A n y  
neglect on  the p art o f any cattle ow ner to  erect or repair th e gala, or to  drive h is 
cattle in to  the gala at n ight, shall be deem ed an offence under th is rule.

25. P igs and Goats.— The ow ners o f pigs and goats shall keep them  properly 
secured so th at th ey  m ay n ot trespass.

26. Tethering on Roadside.—-No person shall allow  any cattle to  be tethered upon 
any cart road, or in  such a manner as w ill allow  them  to  stray on  the road.

27. Seizure o j Cattle for Trespass.— Cattle seized fo r  trespass and not claim ed from  
the loca l headm an w ithin forty-eigh t hours shall be sent to  the P resident, or  if  there 
be no P resident, to  the Chairman o f the V illage C om m ittee, w ho shall take steps to  
advertise the fa c t th at the anim al is in  the Gansabhawa. I f  it is unclaim ed w ith in  ' 
fourteen days, the President or Chairm an shall send it to  the K achcheri w ith  fu ll 
particulars. I t  shall then be sold at pu blic auction , and a proper title  be given  to  the 
purchaser. The proceeds o f the sale, a fter expenses incurred have been deducted, 
shall be cred ited  to  the Com m unal Pund.

28. Possession  of diseased M ea t.~ N o  one shall know ingly sell, or eat, or possess 
the flesh o f any anim al that has died  o f sickness, or b y  drow ning, or b y  the bite o f 
a snake.

29. B urial of A nim als.— The carcases o f all such anim als and o f all anim als dying 
a natural death shall be buried by  the owners thereof w ithout loss of tim e. The 
village headm an shall bury unrem oved carcases o f w hich the owners are absent 
or cannot be ascertained. The cost o f such burial w ill be paid from  Gansabhawa 
funds, and is recoverable from  the owners when found.

30. Slaughter of Sheep, Goats, or P igs.— I t  shall n ot be law ful for any person to 
slaughter sheep, goats, or pigs w ithout previously inform ing the village headm an, 
w ho shall n ot allow  the anim al to  be slaughtered, unless he is satisfied (1) as to  the 
right o f th e person wishing to  slaughter it , and (2) as to  th e fitness of the anim al for 
slaughter. In  the absence o f the village headm an, it shall be com petent for.th e  
headm an o f any ad join ing village, su bject to  the same conditions, to  allow  the anim al 
to  be slaughtered.

( 27 )

Boundaries.

31. Private Lands.— The boundaries o f all private landsshall be m arked by fen ces, 
ditches, and stones, according to  the custom  o f the subdivision  in  w hich th ey are 
situated. Such boundaries shall be put up by  the ow ners o f th e land on  both  sides 
thereof. A n y person ordered b y  the Com m ittee to  m ark the boundary w ho shall 
refuse or neglect to  com ply w ith the order shall be liable to  a fine.

32. In ju ry to Boundaries.— N o person shall a lter, d eface, or  w ilfu lly in jure any 
suoh boundary, or any ancient boundary m ark, fences or d ivision .

N uisances.

33. D iseased P ersons prohibited from  using P ublic Bathing-places.— N o persons 
in fected w ith  any contagious disease shall wash them selves or their clothes in  any 
pu blic bath ing-place.

34. Befouling W ells and killing F ish .— N o person shall befou l a  v illage ela, 
v illage w ell, or spring o f w ater used fo r  drinking purposes b y  the inhabitants o f any 
village, or shall attem pt to  k ill fish by  m eans o f poison  or explosion.

35. Rem oval o f Trees along Public Thoroughfares.— The Com m ittee m ay, in  like 
m anner, d irect th e rem oval o f any tree dangerous to th e safety o f passengers along 
any pu blic road or street, w ith th e exception  o f roads in  charge o f the P ublic W orks 
D epartm ent, the D istrict R oad  Com m ittee, or L ocal B oard.

36. D irtying P ublic Roads.— Persons residing on  either side o f a public road ' 
shall n ot pu t d irt, rubbish , tim ber, m ats, copra , arecanut, or any other com m odity 
in  or upon  the sam e, and they shall n ot keep carts standing on  th e road lon ger 
than is necessary for  the loading or unloading o f th e sam e, and shall n ot allow  
children too  young to  take care o f them selves to  p lay  thereon unless in  charge o f 
som e com petent person.

37- Pelting Stones at H ouses, dhc.— P elting stones a t houses, draw ing caricatures 
and indecent figures, or w riting insulting expressions on  buildings or any conspi
cuous ob ject, or the doing o f any other acts b y  w hich the individual is insulted or 
pu blic decency outraged is  forbidden .

Generax.
38. D isturbing the P ublic R epose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 

night, b y  m aking a noise, singing indecent songs, or b y  otherw ise raising a  disturb
ance N othing in  this section shall be deem ed to  a ffect the existing rights o f the 
people in the m atter o f religious cerem onies and other orderly gatherings.

39. Loitering at N ight.— Any person found loitering at n ight on. th e road  or 
about the ham let after 9 p .m . w ithout a light shall, if he is unable to  give a sa tis-, 
factory  account o f him self, be liable to  fine.



40. Sale of Unwholesome Food.— N o person shall sell as fo o d  any rotten  or putrid 
m eat or  fish  or other articles unfit for  human food .

41. PossessidrTof Unwholesome Food.— A n y person possessing any rotten  or 
p u trid  m eat or fish, ■who shall fa il to  have it buried w hen so  d irected b y  th e headm an 
o f  his village, shall be gu ilty  o f a breach o f this rule.
- * 42. Villages to be kept Glean.— The inhabitants o f each village and house shall 
keep th e land  in  and around it  to, a  distance o f s ix ty  yards from  any house clear o f 
a ll filth  and rubbish and rank vegetation, and the w ork shall be apportioned b y  the 
A rach ch i. ‘ A n y  one w ho shall neglect or refuse to  d o  th e w ork apportioned to  him  
b y  th e  A rach ch i shall be  liable to  fine.

43. D runkenness.— N o  person shall be  drunk in  an y p u b lic place.
44. A busive Language.— The use o f abusive or  in decent language to  th e annoy* 

an ce o f  an y person, or for  the purpose o f provok in g  a  breach  o f th e peace,[is forbidden  
A n y  person  infringing this rule shall b e  liable to  fine.

45. Springs Gum  and Traps.— N o person shall set an y spring guns or traps 
w ith ou t th e perm ission in  w riting o f th e village headm an. Such perm ission shall 
b e  p rocla im ed  b y  the village headm an b y  beat o f tom -tom , and th e ap p lican t shall 
p a y  60 cen ts fo r  th e expense o f th e proclam ation .

46. Gambling and Cock-fighting.— G am bling and cock -fightin g are proh ibited . 
A n y  person  found gam bling or  cock -fightin g, or abetting them  b y  his presence, or 
a llow in g  h is house or land  to  be  used for any such purpose, shall be  liable to  fine, 
an d  to  a  further fine n ot exceeding five  rupees a  d a y 'fo r  each  day th e breach o f th is 
ru le is  continued a fter n otice  from  th e v illage headm an to  discontinue it. The 
term  “  gam bling ”  includes “  lotteries.”

47. Cart-racing.— Cart-racing on  any pu blic thoroughfare is forbidden . E very 
person  infringing th is rule shall be  liab le to  a  fine.

4 8 / F u riou s D riving.— N o person shall furiously or carelessly drive a  hackery or 
an y  oth er veh icle on  a  pu blic thoroughfare.

49. Setting F ire  to Patanas.— N o person shall w ilfu lly  set fire to  any patana 
jan d  w ith ou t perm ission in  w riting from  the K atem ahatm aya.

50. . Setting F ire to Chena.— W hen a range o f chenas (hen) is cu ltivated in  com 
m on , n o  person  shall set fire to  it  until th e tim e o f firing has been settled  b y  a 
rh a jority  o f  th e  cu ltivators and n otified  to  th e village headm an.

51. P lucking o f Green Coffee and Arecam tts prohibited.— N o pesron, n ot being a 
labourer" em ployed on  any plantation  w ithin  th e m eaning o f O rdinance N o. 9 
o f 1885, shall possess. pluck, sell, or bu y green coffee or green arecanuts w ithout 
perm ission  in  w riting from -R atem ahatm aya.

52. N otices.— A1 notices issued under these rules shall, unless otherw ise specially 
ord ered , b e  published b y  beat o f tom -tom , w hich  shall be  taken as sufficient n otice 
to  a ll people liable to  labour. P rovided  th at noth ing in  th is rule shall prevent the 
serv ice o f n otice personally or otherw ise.

53. D efacing any written N otice.— A ny person w ilfu lly  destroying or defacing 
any n otifica tion  issued b y  the Com m ittee shall be liable to  fine.

54. H ouses to be whitewashed.— A ll villagers shall w hitew ash their houses, either 
w ith  m akulu , lim e; or other suitable substance, w henever th ey  receive orders from  
th e C om m ittee to  do so.

55. D elivery o f Books, <&c.— W hen any headm an or cattle registrar signs, or is 
rem oved from  office, or dies, he or h is heirs, as th e case m ay b e , shall deliver a ll his 
registers, book s, and office docum ents to  the Com m ittee.

56. H indrance or vexatious Conduct.— N o person shall obstru ct or resist any 
headm an or authorized person in  the discharge o f his duties, and n o  headm an or 
authorized person shall be guilty o f any negligence or m alicious or vexatious con du ct 
■under th e f  oregoing rules.

57. F ish  in  Tanks.— The fish in  a tank shall be d ivided  according to  the shares o f 
pangukarayo holding land under the ta n k .,

58. Kalanibohi and Charms.— The putting up o f “  kalam bola ”  or  any sim ilar 
charm  to  cause fear or annoyance to  any person or persons is forbidden .

59. A ttendance on Sum m ons.— E very  person, upon  w hom  a sum m ons or  subpoena 
issued b y  th e P resident or Chairm an shall have been served shall du ly  atten d  in 
obed ien ce to  such  sum m ons or subpoena.

60. Share o f Game.— The ow ner o f an y land on  w hich any gam e is killed shall be 
entitled to  receive a  h ind quarter o f every  anim al so k illed . T h e A rachchi o f th e 
wasama in  w hich  any gam e is k illed  on  Crown L and shall be  en titled  to  th e portion  
called k atu p ola . This rule does n ot ap p ly  to  M atale South.

61. V illage Tanks.— E very ow ner o f  land irrigable b y  a  village tank shall be 
liab le to  con tribu te tow ards its repair o r  m aintenance in  labou r a t th e rate o f 1,300 
cu b ic fee t o f earthw ork for  every fttminam o f land ow ned. A n y person w ho shall 
fa il to  lender th e  labour or special labour due b y  h im  a t th e  tune appoin ted  by  the 
.Assistant G overnm ent A gent shall be  liable to  fine. Special labour m ay be  called 
ou t .by order o f th e Com m ittee or th e Assistant G overnm ent A gent.

(  2 8  )

62. R epeal o f former Rules.—These rules supersede all rules hitherto in force in
i» the District of Matale;



T h u  V il l a g e  C o m m u n i t i e s ’  O r d i n a n c e , N o . 2 4  o f  1 8 8 9 .

IT  is hereby notified that H is Excellency the Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in him 
by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council,'has been 

pleased to approve of the following rules, which have been ijiade under the provisions of section 16 of the 
said Ordinance by the Village Committee elected by the inhabitants of the subdivision of Udugoda 
Pallesiya pattu in the Chief Headman’s division of Matale North, in the District o f Matale, Central 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

B y  H is Excellency’s command,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M . Fowler,
Colombo, February 27, 1907. ---------------  Acting Colonial'Secretary.
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2itues referred  to.

SECTION V I.

Village W orks.

1. Construction and U pkeep.— The construction , m aintenance, regu lation , and 
p rotection  o f v illage w orks m entioned in  section  6 o f Ordinance N o. 24 o f 1889, and 
o f all other w orks for w hich the inhabitants o f any subdivision  m ay be, b y  any law  at 
present in  force  or hereafter to  be^enacted, em powered to  m ake p rovision , shall be  
effected  b y  all m ales betw een the ages o f 16 and 65 and n ot exem pt from  perform ing 
labour under the Thoroughfares O rdinance, w ho reside in  villages w hich the Com m it
tee m ay decide under rule 2 to  be interested in  the w ork  ; and the Com m ittee shall 
determ ine the num ber o f days’ labour that each person liable shall contribute tow ards 
it , either in  person or b y  substitute, or b y  m oney paym ent. P rovided th at n o person 
shall be required to  labour at a  distance greater than seven m iles from  b is residence.

2. L iability.— I t  shall be  the du ty o f every headm an to  in form  the P resident or 
Chairm an before O ctober 3 each year, or w henever it  is  necessary, that such and 
such v illage w orks m entioned in  section  6 o f the V illage Tribunals O rdinance require 
repair. O n receiving such in form ation , either from  a  headm an or from  any other 
person, the President or Chairm an and the Com m ittee shall m ake such in qu iry  as 
th ey th ink necessary, and if  th ey approve o f the w ork shall prepare a  list setting ou t 
the nature o f the w ork and the nam es o f the villages interested in  it , and m ay m ake 
such subsequent alterations in  the list as m ay be deem ed expedien t; and the decision  
o f the Com m ittee as set forth  in  sucn list, or am ended lis t if  approved b y  the A ssist
ant G overnm ent Agent (to  whom  it shall be sent not later than D ecem ber 31 each 
year), shall be  final on  the question as to  w hat villages are interested. The lis t o f 
com m unal w orks for the year, when approved b y  the Assistant G overnm ent A gen t, 
shall be returned to the President or Chairman and the Com m ittee, w ho shall-at once 
decide upon  the dates upon w hich and w ithin w hich the various w orks are to  be 
carried out.

3. M anagem ent.— I f  the w ork concerns on ly  one wasam a, the A rachohi; i f  m ore 
than one w asam a, the K ora la ; if  m ore than one korale, the R atem ahatm aya, shall 
have charge o f the w ork.

4. Failure to Labour.— E very person liable to  labour under these rules w ho shall 
fa il to  attend for the perform ance thereof at the tim e and place m entioned in  the 
n otice , or to  com m ute th erefor, or w ho, having attended, shall fa il to  do a fu ll d ay ’s 
w ork, shall be liable to  a fine n ot exceeding one rupee for every day o f such failure.

5. Commutation of Labour.— A n y person m ay com m ute the labour due b y  him  
b y  paying to  the headm an calling ou t the labou r, on  or before the day fixed b y  the 
n otice for  the com m encem ent o f the w ork, the sum o f 33 cents for every day’s labour 
du e, and such headm an shall g ive a receipt for  every sum  o f m oney so paid  to 
him .

6. L ist o f people Udble to perform  Labour.— A  fu ll list o f all persons liable to  labour 
on  com m unal w orks under th is O rdinance is to  be prepared b y  the A rachchi o f each 
wasam a and forw arded to  the Ratem ahatm aya, w ho is  to  certify  to  its correctness 
and forw ard it  to  the .K achcheri n ot later than D ecem ber 16 o f each year. A ny 
A rachchi w ho shall w ilfu lly  om it the name o f any such person shall be liable to  a 
fine.

7. Arachchi’s  Labovlr L ist.— The A rachchi shall keep a list o f labourers on  w hich 
he shall m ark the num ber o f days’ labour perform ed b y  each m an as it  is carried 
out.

8. Execution o f W ork.— In  the execution  o f any public w ork passed under rule 2, if 
the Com m ittee decides to  em ploy skilled labour, it  shall be com petent for the Com 
m ittee to  assess the cost o f such w ork an djca ll on  the inhabitants o f the villages 
interested liab le to  w ork to  contribute b y  a ‘cash paym ent instead o f labour d u e,by  
them . The defaulters shall render them selves liable to  prosecution  as provided  fo r  
in  rule 4.

. 8. Paths through Paddy F ields.— The proprietors o f paddy land shall see th at all 
the Gansabhawa paths leading through their paddy lands are not less than three feet 
in  breadth. Any, person w ho shall cut such road w ith intent to  reduce its w idth or 
to  deface it  shall be deem ed to  have com m itted a breach o f th is rule.
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10. Dam aging Village P roperty.— N o person shall obstru ct any village path , 
roa d , r iv e r , w ater-course, lak e, or ela , or through carelessness o r  m alice in ju re any 
v illa ge  p a th , o r  road , river, w ater-course, lake, or ela , or  oth er v illage p rop erty , and 
it  shall b e  law ful fo r  th e President, on  con v iction , to  order any person to  repair 
dam age or  rem ove any encroachm ent w ith in  a  given  tim e , and in  failure thereof 
such person  shall b e  liab le to  a further.fine o f one rupee for  every  day  after the given  
tim e during w hich the President’s order rem ains disobeyed.

11. Charge of V illage P roperty.— A ll v illage paths, edandu , am balam s, bridges, 
schoolroom s, court-houses, and all other village properties shall be in  charge o f the 
Arachohi o f the wasam a in  which they are situated , w ho shall from  tim e to  tim e 
inspeot a ll such properties and all w ells, spouts, w atering, and bath ing places w ith in  
his w asam a, and subm it to  the Chairman o f the Com m ittee a report on  th eir state.

12. M arkets, <&c.-—The boutiques and m arket places, as w ell as the roads an d-  
drains opposite them , shall be at all tim es kept clean b y  the occupants o f m arket stalls 
and th e keepers o f boutiques.

13. N eglect of D uty by Headmen.— A ll headm an shall keep order and preserve 
cleanliness in  their respective bazaars and m arket places under a penalty o f fine for 
neglect to  d o  so , provided that the R atem ahatm aya alone shall have th e pow er to 
prosecute under th is section. " ^
j§14. B urial Grounds.— In  places in  w hich , in  the opin ion  o f the Com m ittee, a  public 

bu rial ground is necessary, a suitable land shall be set apart fo r  that purpose, and n o 
dead bod ies shall be buried or burnt w ith in  the lim its o f g ich  places, except in  the 
ground assigned for the purpose. The Com m ittee shall keep a register in  w hich all 
necessary particu lars of such bu rial grounds shall be entered. N o dead b od y  shall be ~ 
bu ried  a t a less depth  than six  feet below  the surface o f the ground. The R ate- 
m ahatm aya m ay, w ith  the approval o f the Assistant G overnm ent A gent, order any 
such bu rial or burning ground to  be closed , and after n otice b y  beat o f tom -tom  has 
been  g iven  o f such order, it  shall n ot be law ful to  bu ry  or bu*T’  any dead b^d’ 
such ground. -

Sonoots.

-16. Establishm ent of Schools-— A t the request b y  p etition  to  th e A ssistant G overn
m ent A gen t o f the parents or guardians o f tw enty-five or m ore ch ildren  fo r  the 
establishm ent o f a  sch ool, or i f  the Com m ittee report to  the A ssistant G overnm ent 
A gent th at a site has been fixed  u pon  for  a  sch ool where there is  likelih ood  o f a  good 
attendance, application  shall be m ade to  the D irector o f P u blic In stru ction  fo r  a 
schoolm aster and the necessary furniture free o f charge to  the villagers.

16. E rection , cfee.— I f such ap p lication  be granted, the school-house shall be 
erected and kept in  repair as already p rov id ed  for  b y  ru le 1.

17. Attendance.— The Com m ittee shall fix  the lim its o f th e d istrict for  each 
sch ool, and all parents and guardians w ith in  th at d istrict shall send their children 
betw een seven and th irteen  years o f age to  th e school thus provided  for  fou r days at 
least in  eaoh w eek and fo r  nine m onths in  each  year.

18. Prosecution for non-attendance.— The school m aster shall m onthly send to  - 
the K ora la  a list o f all children  w ho do n ot attend school in  accordance w ith  the 
preceding ru le, and the K orala shall cause th e A rachchi to  prosecute the parents or 
guardians in  default before the Gansabhawa.

19. E xem ption .— The foregoing rules shall n ot apply to  those w ho, in  the opin ion  
o f the P resident or Chairm an o f V illage C ouncil, w ith  the sanction  o f  the Assistant 
G overnm ent A gent, have_m ade other satisfactory|provision  fo r  the eduoation  o f 
their children .

‘ [Lands  fob  Common P urposes.

. 20. A pplication .— The Com m ittee shall apply to  the A ssistant G overnm ent 
A gent far such lands as.it m ay consider requisite for the pasturage o f cattle or for 
any oth er com m on purposes, stating the villages, for  the benefit o f w hich such lands 
are required.

21. U pkeep .— I f the lands be required for pasturage, it  shall be cleared b y  all the 
p rop rietors o f cattle ordinarily grazing in  snch villages, the lia b ility  being in  propor
tion  to  th e num ber o f cattle over one year old  belonging to  such proprietors.
. 22. L and required for any purpose other than Pasturage.— I f the land be requ ired 

fo r  an y  purpose other than pasturage, the Com m ittee shall arrange for  its m ainten
ance an d p rotection  as provided  b y  rule 1.

23. P revention  o f Cattle Trespass.— T o prevent cattle trespass landow ners shall 
fence an d w atch  th eir fields and hen and gardens according to  th e custom  o f the 
d istrict, an d cattle ow ners shall tie  or pen th eir cattle and buffaloes at n igh t, and in  
the day  shall suspend a stick  across th e 'n eck s o f their w ild  and unruly anim als, or 
yoke them  together in  pairs. . ,  • , . r •
1524. Galas.— A  separate roofed  gala for each cattle ow ner or a roofed  gala in  
com m on for  the owners o f a g rou p 'o f ̂ houses shall, at th e d iscretion  o f P resident, 
V illage T ribunal, or Chairm an, V illage C ouncil, be put up in everyv illage  at a  d istance 
o f n ot lees than  30 yards from  any dw elling-house. A ll ca ttle , except bu ffaloes,
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shall be driven  in to the gala before n ightfall. Thfe gala or galas shall be ereoted 
b y  the cattle ow ner o r  owners and shall be in  their charge. The cattle  ow ner or 
ow ners shall keep same clean and in  a proper state o f repair. A n y neglect on  the 
part o f any cattle  owner to  erect or repair the gala, or to  drive h is ca ttle  in to  the 
gala at n ight, shall be deem ed an offence under th is rule.

25. P igs and Goats.— The ow ners o f pigs and goats shall keep them  properly  
secured so th at th ey  m ay n ot trespass.
• 26. Tethering on Roadside.— N o person shall allow  any ca ttle  to  be  tethered upon  

any cart road  or in  such a m anner as w ill alow  them  to  stray on  the road.
27. iSeizure o f Cattle for Trespass.— Cattle seized for trespass and n ot claim ed from  

the loca l headm an w ithin  forty-eigh t hours shall be sent to  the P resident, or i f  there 
be no P resident, to  the Chairman o f th e V illage Com m ittee, w ho shall take steps to  
advertise the fa ct th at the anim al is in  th e Gansabhawa. I f  it  is  unclaim ed w ithin 
fourteen  days, th e President or Chairm an shall send it  to  the K achchori w ith  full, 
particulars. I t  shall then be sold  at pu blic auction , and a proper title  be given  to  the 
purchaser. T he proceeds o f the sale, after expenses incurred have been deducted, 
shall be cred ited  to  the Com munal Fund.

28. Possession o f diseased M eat.— N o one shall know ingly sell, or eat, or possess 
the flesh o f any anim al that has died  o f sick n ess,or by  drow ning, or b y  the bite o f 
a snake.

29. B urial of A nim als.— The carcases o f all such anim als and of a ll anim als 
dying a natural death shall be buried b y  the owners thereof w ithout loss of tim e. 
The v illage headm an shall bu ry unrem oved carcases of w hich the ow ners are 
absent or cannot be ascertained. The cost of such burial w ill be paid  from  Gan
sabhawa fu nds, and is recoverable from  the owners when found.

30. Slaughter of Sheep, Goats, or P igs.— It  shall n ot be law ful for any person to  
slaughter sheep, goats, or pigs w ithout previously inform ing the village headm an, 
w ho shall n ot allow  th e anim al to  be slaughtered, unless he is satisfied (1) as to  the 
right o f the person wishing to  slaughter it , and (2) as to  the fitness o f the anim al for 
slaughter. In  the absence o f the village headm an, it  shall be com petent for the 
headm an o f any adjoining village, su bject to  the same conditions, to  allow  the anim al 
to be slaughtered.

■ B ound abies . " i 1

31. Private Lands.— The boundaries o f all private lands shall be m arked b y  fences, 
ditches, and stones, according to the custom  o f th e subdivision  in  w hich th ey are 
situated. Such boundaries shall be put up by  the owners o f the land on  both  sides 
thereof. A n y person ordered b y  the Com m ittee to  m ark the boundary w ho shall 
refuse o r  neglect to  com ply w ith the order shall be liable to  a fine.

32. In ju ry to Boundaries.— N o person shall alter, deface, or w ilfu lly in jure any 
such boundary, or any ancient boundary m ark, fence, or division.

“ N uisances. - j

33. D iseased Persons prohibited from  using Public Bathing-places.— N o persons 
in fected w ith  m y  contagious disease shall wash them selves or their clothes in  any 
public bathing-place.

34. Befouling W ells and hilling F ish .— N o person shall befou l a v illage ela, 
v illage w ell, or spring o f w ater used for drinking purposes by  the inhabitants o f any 
v illage, or shall attem pt to  k ill fish b y  m eans o f poison  or explosion.

35. Removal of Trees along P ublic Thoroughfares.— The Com m ittee m ay, in  like 
m anner, d irect th e rem oval o f any tree dangerous to  the safety o f passengers along 
any pu blic road  or street, w ith  the exception  o f roads in  charge o f  th e P ublic W orks 
D epartm ent, th e D istrct R oa d  Com m ittee, or L ocal B oard.

36. D irtying Public Roads.— Persons residing on  either side o f a pu blic road 
shall n ot pu t d irt, rubbish, tim ber, m ats, copra , arecanut, or any other com m o* 
d ity  in  or upon th e sam e, and th ey shall n ot keep carts standing on  the road longer 
than is necessary for  th e loading or unloading o f th e sam e, and shall n ot allow  
children too  young to  take care o f them selves to p lay  thereon unless in  charge o f 
som e com petent person.

37. Pelting Stones at H ouses, & c.— P elting stones a t houses, draw ing caricatures 
and indecent figures, or w riting insulting expressions on  buildings or any conspi
cuous o b je ct, or the doing o f any other acts b y  w hich the individual is insulted or 
public decency outraged is forbidden .

Gen e r al . ,

38. Disturbing the Public R epose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night b y  m aking a  noise, singing indecent songs, or b y  otherwise raising a disturb
ance. N othing in  th is section  shall be  deem ed to  affect the existing rights o f the 
people in  th e m atter o f religious cerem onies and other orderly gatherings. = .

39. Loitering at N ight.— A n y person found loitering at night on the road or 
about th e ham let after 9 b .m . w ithout a ligh t shall, if he is unable to  give a  satis
factory  account o f him self, be liable to  fine.



40. Sate o f Unwholesome Food.— N o  person shall sell as food  any ro tte n  o r  p u trid  
meat, or fish or other articles unfit for hum an food .

41. Possession of Unwholesome Pood.— A n y person possessing a n y  ro tte n  or 
putrid m eat or fish, w ho shall fail td have it buried when so directed b y  th e  headm an 
o f his village, shall be gu ilty  o f a breach o f th is rule.

42. Villages to be kept clean.— The inhabitants o f each  village an d  h o u se  sh all 
keep the land in and around it to  a distance o f sixty  yards from  an y  h o u se  c le a r  o f 
all filth  and rubbish and rank vegetation, and the w ork shall be a p p o rtio n e d  b y  th e 
Arachchi. A n y one w ho shall neglect or refuse to  d o  th e w ork a p p ortion ed  t o  him  
by the A rachchi shall’be liable to  fine.

43. Drunkenness.— N o  person shall b e  drunk in  any pu blic p lace.
44. A busive Language.— The use o f abusive or indecent language t o  th e  a n n oy 

ance o f any person, or for  the purpose o f p rovok in g  a  breach o f th e p eace, is  fo r b id  den . 
A ny person infringing this rule shall b e  liab le to  fine.

45. Spring Ouns and Traps.— N o person  shall set any spring g u n s o r  trap s 
w ithout th e perm ission in  w riting o f th e v illage headm an. Such p erm ission  sh all 
be proclaim ed b y  th e Village headm an b y  bea t o f tom -tom , and th e a p p lica n t sh all 
pay 50 cents for  th e expense o f th e proclam ation .

46. Gambling and Cock-fighting.— G am bling and cock-fighting are p ro h ib ite d . 
Any person found gam bling or cock -figh tin g, or abetting them  b y  h is p re se n ce , or 
allow ing his house or land to be used for any such purpose, shall be  lia b le  t o  fin e, 
and to  a further fine n ot exceeding five  rupees a day for each day th e b re a ch  o f th is 
rule is continued after n otice from  th e v illage headm an to  d iscon tin u e it . T he 
term  “  gam bling ”  includes “ -lotteries.”

47. Cart-racing.— Cart-racing on  any p u b lic thoroughfare is  forb id d en . E v ery  
person infringing th is rule shall be liable to  a fine.

48. Furious D riving.— N o person shall furiously or carelessly drive a  h a ck e ry  or 
any other veh icle on  a p u blic thoroughfare.
- 49. Setting F ire to Patanas.— N o person shall w ilfu lly set fire to  a n y  p a ta n a  

land w ithout perm ission in  w riting from  the Ratem ahatm aya.
50. Setting F ire to Chena.— W hen a range o f chenas (hen) is cu ltiv a te d  in  co m 

m on, no person shall set fire to  it  until th e tim e o f firing has been s e ttle d  b y  a 
m ajority Of the cultivators and n otified  to  the village headm an.

51. Plucking of Green Coffee and A recanuts prohibited.—N o person , n o t  b e in g  a 
labourer em ployed on  any plantation  w ith in  the m eaning o f O rdinance N o . 9 o f 
1885, shall possess, p lu ck , sell, or bu y  green coffee or green arecan uts w ith ou t 
perm ission in  w riting from  th e R atem ahatm aya.

52. N otices.— A ll n otices issued under these rules shall, unless oth erw ise sp ecia lly  
ordered, be  published b y  beat o f tom -tom , w hich shall be  taken as su fficien t n o tice  
to all people liable to  labour. P rovid ed  th at noth ing in  th is rule shall p re v e n t th e 
service o f n otice  personally or otherw ise.

53. D efacing any written N otice.— A n y person w ilfu lly  destroying o r  d e fa cin g  
any n otification  issued b y  the Com m ittee shall be liable to  fine.

-54. H ouses to be whitewashed.— A ll villagers shall whitewash their h ou ses, e ith er 
w ith m akulu, lim e, or other suitable substance, w henever th ey receive o rd e rs  from  
the Com m ittee to  do so. ;

55. D elivery o f B ooks, dbc.— W hen an y headm an or cattle registrar sig n s , o r  is i
rem oved from  office, or dies, he or his heirs, as th e case m ay be, shall d e liv e r  a ll h is I 
registers, book s, and office docum ents to  th e Com m ittee. J

56. H indrance or vexatious Conduct.— N o person shall obstruct o r  r e s is t  a n j
headm an or authorized person in  the discharge o f his duties, and n o  h ea d m a n  c f f  
authorized person shall be gu ilty  o f any negligence or m alicious or V exatious co n d u rm  
under th e foregoin g rules. • sk

57. F ish  in  Tanks.— The fish in  a tank  shall be d ivided according to  th e  sh ares 
o f pangukarayo hold in g land under the tank.

58. K alam bola and Charms.— The pu tting up o f “  kalam bola ”  o r  a n y  s im ila r 
charm  to  cause fear or  annoyance to  any person or persons is forbidden.

59. A ttendance on  Sum m ons.— E very  person upon  w hom  a sum m ons o r  su bp oen a  
issued b y  th e  P resident or Chairm an shall have been served shall d u ly  a t te n d  in  
obedience to  such sum m ons or subpoena.

60. Share o f Game.— T he ow ner o f any land on  w hich any gam e is  k ille d  sh a ll be  
entitled to  receive a h ind quarter o f  ev ery  anim al so killed. The A ra ch ch i o f  th e  
wasama in  w hich  any gam e is k illed  on  Crow n Land shall be entitled  t o  th e  p o r tio n  
called katupola. This rule does n ot ap p ly  to  M atale South.

61. Village Tanks.— E very  ow ner o f  land  irrigable b y  a  village ta n k  sh a ll be  
liable to  contribute tow ards its repair or  m aintenance in  labour a t th e  ra te  o f  1 ,3 0 0  
cubic feet o f earthw ork for every  am unam  o f land ow ned. A n y person  w h o  sh a ll 
fa il to  render the labour or special labou r du e b y  him  a t th e tim e a p p o in ted  b y  th e  
Assistant G overnm ent Agent shall b e  liab le to  fine. Special labour m a y  b e  c a lle d  
out b y  order o f the Com m ittee or th e A ssistant G overnm ent A gent.
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, Repeal of former Hides.—These rules supersede all rules hitherto in  fo rce  in
the District Matale,



The Village Communities’ Ordinance, N o . ikt of 1889.

IT  is hereby notified that p is  Excellency the Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in him 
by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, has been 

pleased to approve of the following rules, which have been made under the provisions of section 16 of 
the said Ordinance by the Village Committee elected by the inhabitants of the subdivision of Kandapalla 
korale in the Chief Headman’s division of Matale North, in the District of Matale, Central 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

B y His Excellency’s command,

G. M. F owler,
Acting Colonial Secretary.
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B u ies referred  to.

SECTION V I.

V illage W orks

1. Construction and U pkeep.— The construction , m aintenance, regu lation , and 
protection  o f v illage w orks m entioned in  section  6 o f Ordinance N o. 24 o f 1889, and 
o f all other w orks for w hich the inhabitants of any subdivision  m ay be, b y  any law  at 
present in  force  or hereafter to  be enacted, em powered to  m ake provision , shall be  
effected  b y  a ll m ales betw een the ages o f 16 and 55 and n ot exem pt from  perform ing 
labour under the Thoroughfares O rdinance, w ho reside in  villages w hich  th e Com m it
tee m ay decide under rule 2 to  be interested in  the w ork ; and the Com m ittee shall 
determ ine th e num ber o f days’ labour th at each person liable shall contribute tow ards 
it, either in  person or b y  substitute or b y  m oney paym ent. P rovided th at n o person 
shall be required to  labour at a distance greater than seven m iles from  his residence.

2. L iability.— It  shall be the du ty o f every headm an to  in form  the P resident or  
Chairm an before O ctober 3 each year, or whenever it  is necessary, th at such and 
such village w orks m entioned in  section  6 o f the V illage Tribunals Ordinance require 
repair. On receiving such in form ation , either from  a headm an or from  any other 
person, the President or Chairm an and the Com m ittee shall make such inqu iry as 
they th in k  necessary, and if  they approve o f the w ork shall prepare a lis t setting ou t 
the nature o f the w ork and the nam es o f the villages interested in  it , and m ay m ake 
such subsequent alterations in  the lis t as m ay be deem ed exp ed ien t; and th e decision  
o f the Com m ittee as set forth  in  such list or am ended lis t, i f  approved b y  the Assist
ant G overnm ent Agent (to  w hom  it  shall be sent n ot later than D ecem ber 31 each 
year), shall be final on  the question as to  w hat villages are interested. The list o f 
com m unal w orks for the year, when approved b y  the A ssistant G overnm ent A gent, 
shall be returned to the President or Chairm an and the Com m ittee, w ho shall at once 
decide upon  the dates upon  w hich and w ithin  w hich the various w orks are to  be  
carried out.

3. M anagement.— If th e w ork concerns on ly  one wasam a, the A raohehi; i f  m ore 
than one wasam a, the K orala ; i f  m ore than one korale, the R atem ahatm aya, shall 
have charge o f the w ork.

4. Failure to Labour.— E very person liable to  labour under these rules w ho shall 
fa il to  attend for the perform ance thereof at the tim e and place m entioned in  the 
n otice, or to  com m ute th erefor,'or w ho, having attended, shall fa il to  do a  fu ll day ’s 
w ork, shall be liab le to  a fine n ot exceeding one rupee for  every day o f suoh 
failure.

5. Commutation of Labour.— A n y person m ay com m ute the labour due b y  him  
by  paying to  the headm an calling ou t the labou r, on  or before the day fixed b y  the 
notice for the com m encem ent o f the w ork, the sum o f 33 cents for every day’s labour 
due, and such headm an shall g ive a receipt for  every sum  o f m oney so paid to  
him.

6. L ist o f people liable to perform  Labour.— A  fu ll list o f all persons lia b le  to  labour 
on com m unal w orks under th is O rdinance is to  be prepared b y  the A rachchi o f each 
wasama and forw arded to  the R atem ahatm aya, w ho is to certify  to  its correctness 
and forw ard it  to  the K achcheri n ot later than D ecem ber 15 o f each year. A ny 
A rachchi w ho shall w ilfu lly  om it the nam e o f any such person shall be liable to  a fine.

7. Arachchi’s Labour L ist.— The A rachchi shall keep a list o f labourers on  w hich 
he shall m ark the .num ber of days’ labour perform ed b y  each m an a s ''i t  is 
carried out.

8. Execution of W ork.— In  the execution  o f any public w ork passed under rule 2, if  
the Com m ittee decides to  em ploy sk illed  labour, it  shall be com petent for  the Com
m ittee to  assess the cost o f such w ork and call on  the inhabitants o f the villages 
interested liab le to  w ork to  contribute b y  a cash paym ent instead o f labour due b y  
them . The defaulters shall render them selves liable to  prosecution  as provided  for 
in  rule 4.

9. Paths through Paddy Fields.— The proprietors o f paddy land shall see th at a ll 
the G ansabhawa paths leading through their paddy lands are n ot less than three feet 
in  breadth. A n y person w ho shall cu t such road w ith  intent to  reduce its w idth or 
to  dsfaoe it  shall be  deem ed to  have com m itted a breach o f th is rule.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Colombo, February 27, 1907.



10. D cm aginglV illage Property}— N o person shall o b stru ct any v illage p a th ,' 
road , river .w ater-oourse, lak e, or^ela, or through carelessness o r  m alice in jure any 
village pa th , or  road,' river/w ater-cou rse, lake, or e la , o r  oth er v illa ge  p rop erty , and 
i t  shall be law ful fo r  the President, on  con v iction , to  ord er .an y person  to  repair 
dam aage, or rem ove any encroachm ent w ith in  a  g iven  tim e , and in  fa ilu re thereof 
such person shall be liab le to  a further fine o f one rupee fo r  every  d ay  a fter the given  
tim e during w hich  the President’s order rem ains d isobeyed.

11. Charge o f Village Property.— A ll v illage path s, edandu , am balam s, bridges, 
schoolroom s, court-houses, and all other v illage properties shall be in  charge o f the 
A rachchi o f  the wasam a in  w hich they are situ ated , w ho shall from  tim e to  tim e 
inspect a ll such properties, and all w ells, sp ou ts, w atering, and bath in g  places w ith in  
his w asam a, and subm it to  the Chairman o f  the C om m ittee a  rep ort o n  th eir state.

12. M arkets, eke.— The boutiques and m arket p laces, as w ell as the roads and 
drains opposite them , shall be at all tim es kept clean  b y  th e occu pan ts o f m arket stalls 
and the keepers o f boutiques.
■ 13. N eglect o f D uty by Headmen.— A ll headm an shall keep order and preserve 
oleanlinesa in  th eir respective bazaars and m arket places under a  pen alty  o f fine for  
neglect to  d o  so , provided  th at the R atem ahatm aya alone shall have th e pow er to  
prosecute under th is section .
l 14. B urial Grounds.— Ixl places in  w hich , in th eop in ion  o f th e C om m ittee, a  pu blic 
burial ground is necessary, a  su itable land shall be set apart fo r  th at purpose, and no 
dead bod ies shall be  buried  or burnt w ith in  the lim its o f such places, except in  the 
ground assigned for  the purpose. The Com m ittee shall keep a  register in  w hich all 
necessary particu lars o f such bu rial grounds shall be entered. N o dead bod y  shall be 
buried a t a  less depth  than six  feet below  the surface o f th e ground. The R ate
m ahatm aya m ay, w ith  the approval o f the A ssistant G overnm ent A gen t, order any 
such bu rial or burning ground to  be closed , and. after n otice  b y  bea t o f tom -tom  has 
been given  o f such order, it  shall n ot be law fu l to  bury or burn  any dead  bod v  in  
such ground.
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Schools.

j||_15. Establishm ent o f Schools.— A t the request by  p etition  to  th e A ssistant G overn
m ent A gent -o f the parents or guardians o f tw enty-five or m ore ch ildren  fo r  th e 
establishm ent o f a sch ool, or if the Com m ittee report to  the A ssistant G overnm ent 
Agent th at a  site has been fixed upon for  a sch ool w here there is  lik elih ood  o f a good  
attendance, application  shall be m ade to  th e D irector o f P u blic In stru ction  fo r  a 
schoolm aster and th e necessary furniture free o f charge to  th e villagers.
■ 16. E rection, dee.— I f such application  be  granted, th e school-house shall be 

erected and kept in  repair as already provided  fo r  b y  rule 1.
17. Attendance.— The Com m ittee shall fix  th e lim its o f th e d is trict for  each 

sch ool, and all parents and guardians w ith in  th at d istrict shall send th eir children 
between seven  and thirteen years o f age to  the sch ool thus p rovid ed  fo r  fou r days at 
least in  each w eek and for nine m onths in  each year.

18. Prosecution for non-attendance.— The schoolm aster shall m onth ly send to  
the K erala a  lis t o f all children w ho do n ot attend school in  accordance w ith  the 
preceding ru le, and the K orala shall cause the A rachchi to  'prosecute the parents or 
guardians in  defau lt before the Gansabhawa.

19. Exem ption .— The foregoing rules shall n ot apply to  those w ho, in  th e opin ion  
.-of the President or Chairm an o f V illage C ouncil, w ith  the sanction  < f  the A ssistant 
G overnm ent A gent, have m ade other satisfactory  provision  for  the education  o f 
tfi^Sr children.

T-1 ~ Laotis fob Common Purposes.

20. A pplication .— The Com m ittee shall a p p ly 'to  the A ssistant G overnm ent 
A gent for  such lands as it  m ay consider requ isite for the pasturage o f cattle or for 
any other com m on purposes, stating the villages for the benefit o f w hich  such lands 
are required.

21. U pkeep .— I f  the lands be required for  pasturage, it shall be cleared b y  all the 
proprietors o f cattle ordinarily grazing in  such villages, the lia b ility  being in  propor
tion  to  the num ber o f cattle over one year o ld  belonging to  such proprietors.

22. Land required for any purpose other than Pasturage.— I f  the land  be requ ired 
for any purpose other than pasturage, the Com m ittee shall arrange for  its  m ainten
ance and protection  as provided b y  rule 1.
' 23 . Prevention o f Cattle Trespass.— T o prevent cattle trespass landow ners shall 
fence and w atch  their fields and hen and gardens according to  th e custom  o f the 
d istrict, and cattle owners shall tie  or pen th eir ca ttle  and buffaloes at n igh t, and in  
the day shall suspend a stick  across the n eck s o f th eir w ild  and u nru ly  anim als, or 
yoke them  together in  pairs.

24. Galas.— A  separate roofed  gala for  each cattle ow ner or a  roo fed  gala  in 
com m on fo r  the owners o f a  group o f houses shall, a t the d iscretion  o f  P resident, 
V illage Tribunal, or Chairm an, V illage C ouncil, be  pu t up in  every  v illage a t a  dis
tance o f n ot less than 30 yards from  any dw elling-house. A ll ca ttle , excep t bu ffaloes,
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shall be  d r iv e n  in to th e  gala before  n igh tfa ll. The gala or galas shall be  
erected  b y  th e  ca ttle .ow n er or ow ners and shall be  in  th eir charge. The cattle  
ow ner or  ow n ers shall k eep  th e sam e clean and in  a proper state o f  repair. A n y 
n eglect o n  th e  p a rt o f a n y  cattle  ow ner to  erect; or  repair th e gala, or  to  d rive  h is 
ca ttle  in to  th e  gala at n ig h t, shall be  deem ed an offence under th is rule.

25. P ig s  and Goats.— T h e ow ners o f pigs and goats shall keep them  p roperly  
, secu red  so  th a t th ey  m ay n o t trespass.

26. T eth erin g on R oadside.— N o person  shall allow  any cattle to  be tethered u pon  
any cart r o a d , o r  in  such a  m anner as w ill allow  them  to  stray on  the road,

27. S eizu re o f Cattle for  T respass.— Cattle seized for  trespass and n ot claim ed from  
the lo ca l h eadm an  -within forty -e igh t hours shall be sent to  the P resident, or i f  there 
be no P resid en t, to  the Chairm an o f the V illage Com m ittee, w ho shall take steps to  
ad vertise th e  fa c t th at th e anim al is in  the Gansabhawa. I f  it is  unclaim ed w ith in  
fou rteen  d a y s , the P residen t or Chairm an shall send it to  the K achcheri -with fu ll 
particu lars. I t  shall th en  be  sold  at p u b lic au ction , and a proper title  be given  to  the 
purchaser. T h e  proceeds o f  the sa le, a fter expenses incurred have been dedu cted , 
shall b e  cre d ite d  to  the Com m unal F und. -

28. P ossession  o f diseased M eat.— N o one shall know ingly sell, or eat, or  possess 
th e flesh  o f  a n y  anim al th a t has d ied  o f sickness, o r  b y  drow ning, or b y  the b ite  o f  
a  snake.

29. B u ria l o f A nim als.— The carcases o f all such anim als and o f all anim als dying 
a natural d ea th  shall be  bu ried  b y  th e owners thereof w ithout loss o f tim e. T he 
v illage h eadm an  shall b u ry  unrem oved carcases o f w hich the owners are absent 
or can not b e  ascertained. T h e cost o f such burial w ill be  paid from  Gansabhawa 
fu nds, an d is  recoverable from  the ow ners when fou nd.

30. Slaughter of Sheep, Goats, or P igs.— I t  shall n ot be law fu l for  any person to  
slaughter sh eep , goats, o r  p igs w ithout previously inform ing the village headm an, 
w ho sh all n o t a llow  the an im al to  he slaughtered, unless he is satisfied (1) as to  th e 
right o f th e  person  w ishing to  slaughter it , and (2) as to  th e fitness o f th e anim al for 
slaughter. In  th e absen ce o f  the v illage headm an, it  shall be com petent for. the 
headm an o f a n y  ad join in g v illa ge , su b ject to  the sam e conditions, to  allow  the anim al 
to  be slaughtered.

B O U N D  ABIES.

31. P riva te Lands.— T h e boundaries o f all private lands shall be m arked b y  fences, 
d itch es, and ston es, accord in g  to  th e custom  o f th e subdivision  in  w hich th ey are 
situated. S u ch  boundaries shall be p u t up b y  th e owners o f the land on  both  sides 
thereof. A n y  person ord ered  b y  th e Com m ittee to  m ark the boundary w ho shall 
refuse or n eg lect to  com p ly  w ith  th e order shall b e  liable to  a  fine.

32. In ju ry  to B oundaries.— N o person shall a lter, d eface, o r  w ilfu lly  in jure any 
such bou n d ary , o r  any an cient boundary m ark, fen ces or d ivision .

i . f ’ - j

N uisan ces .

33. D iseased  P ersons prohibited from  using Public Bathing-places.— N o persons 
in fected  w ith  an y  contagious disease shall wash them selves or their clothes in  any 
pu blic ba th in g-p lace.

34. B efou lin g  W ells and killing F ish .— N o person shall befou l a  village ela , 
v illage w ell, o r  spring o f w ater used fo r  drinking purposes b y  the inhabitants o f any 
village, or sh all attem pt to  k ill fish b y  m eans o f poison  or explosion.

35. R em oval o f Trees along P ublic Thoroughfares.— The Com m ittee m ay, in . like 
m anner, d irect th e rem oval o f any tree dangerous to the safety o f passengers along 
any p u blic roa d  or  street, w ith  the excep tion  o f roads in  charge o f the P u blic W orks 
D epartm ent, th e  D istrict H oad  C om m ittee, or L oca l B oard.

36. D irtyin g  P ublic R oads.— Persons residing on  either side o f a public road
shall n ot p u t d irt, rubbish , tim ber, m ats, copra, arecanut, or any other com m odity 
in  or u p on  th e  sam e, and th ey  shall n ot keep carts standing on  the road longer 
than is necessary for  th e load in g  or unloading o f the sam e, and shall n ot allow  
children  to o  you n g  to  take care o f them selves to  p la y  thereon unless in  charge o f 
som e com p eten t person. . ,

37. P elting Stones at H ouses, & c.— P elting stones at houses, drawing caricatures 
and indecent figures, or w ritin g insulting expressions on buildings or any conspi
cuous o b je ct, o r  th e doin g o f any other acts b y  w hich the individual is insulted or 
public decen cy  outraged is forbidden .

G e n e r a l . _

38. D isturbing the P ublic R epose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
n ight b y  m aking a noise, singing indecent songs, or b y  otherwise raising a  disturb
ance. N oth ing in  th is section  .shall be deem ed to  a ffect th e existing rights o f the 
people in  th e m atter o f religious cerem onies and other' orderly gatherings.

39. L oitering at N ight.— A n y person found loitering at night on th e road or
about th e ham let after 9 p .m . w ithout a light shall, if he is unable to  g ive a  satis
factory  accou n t o f him self, b e  liable to  fine. ...................
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40. Sale of Unwholesome Food.—No person shall sell as food any rotten or putrid 
meat or fish or other articles unfit .for human food.

41. P ossession^of Unwholesome Food.—Any person possessing any rotten or 
putrid meat or fish, -who shall fail to have it buried when so directed by the headman 
of his village, shall be guilty of a broach of this rule.

42. V illages to be kept Clean.— The inhabitants of each village and house shall 
keep the land in and around it to a distance of sixty yards from any house clear of 
all filth and rubbish and rank vegetation, and the work shall be apportioned by the 
Arachchi. Any one who shall neglect or refuse to do the work apportioned to him 
by the Arachchi. shall be liable to fine.

43. D runkenness.—No person shall be drunk in any public place.
44. A busive Language.—The use of abusive or indecent language to the annoy

ance of any person, or for the purpose of provoking a breach of the peace,[is forbidden 
Any person infringing this rule shall be liable to fine.

45. Springs Guns and Traps.—No person shall set any spring guns or traps 
. without the permission in writing of the village headman. Such permission shall
be proclaimed by the village headman by beat of tom-tom, and the applicant shall 

stpssy 50 cents for the expense of the proclamation.
46. Gambling and Cock-fighting.—Gambling and cock-fighting are prohibited. 

Any person found gambling or cock-fighting, or abetting them by his presence, or 
allowing his house or land to be used for any such purpose, shall be liable to fine, 
and to a further fine not exceeding five rupees a day for each day the breach of this 
rule is continued after notice from the village headman to discontinue it. The 
term “ gambling ” includes “ lotteries.”

47. Cart-racing.—Cart-racing on any public thoroughfare is forbidden. Every 
person infringing this rule shall be liable to a fine.

48. Fw rious D riving.—No person shall furiously or carelessly drive a hackery or 
any other vehicle on a public thoroughfare.

49. Setting F ire to Patands.—No person shall wilfully set fire to any patana 
jand without permission in writing from the Ratemahatmaya.

50. Setting F ire to Chena.—When'a range of chenas (hen) is cultivated in com
mon, no person shall set fire to it until the time of firing has been settled by a 
majority of the cultivators and notified to the village headman.

51. P lu cking of Green Coffee and A recanuts prohibited.—No pesron, not being a 
labourer employed on any plantation within the meaning of Ordinance No. 9 
of 1885, shall possess, pluck, sell, or buy green coffee or green arecanuts without 
permission in writing from Ratemahatmaya..

52. N otices.—A1 notices issued under these rules shall, unless otherwise specially 
ordered, be published by beat of tom-tom, which' shall be taken as sufficient notice 
to all people liable to labour. Provided that nothing in this rule shall prevent the 
service of notice personally or otherwise. 1

53. _ D efacing any w ritten N otice.—Any person wilftrly destroying or defacing 
any notification issued by the Committee shall be liable to fine.

54. H ouses to be whitewashed.—All villagers shall whitewash their houses, either 
with makulu, lime, or other suitable substance, whenever they receive orders from 
the Committee to do so.

55. D elivery o f B ooks, dbc.—When any headman or cattle registrar signs, or is 
removed from office, or dies, he or his heirs, as the case may be, shall deliver all his 
registers, books, and office documents to the Committee.

56. H indrance or vexatious Conduct.—No person shall obstruct or resist any 
headman or authorized person in the discharge of his duties, and no headman or 
authorized person shall be guilty of any negligence or malicious or vexatious conduct 
under the foregoing rules.

57. F ish  in  Tanks.—The fish in a tank shall be divided according to the shares of 
pangukarayo holding land under the tank.
. 58. Kalanibola and Charms.—The putting up of “ kalambola ” or any similar 
charm to cause fear or annoyance to any person or persons is forbidden.

59. Attendance on Summons.—Every person, upon whom a summons or subpoena 
issued by the President or Chairman shall have been served shall duly attend in 
obedience to such summons or subpoena.

60. Share o f Game.—The owner of any land on which any game is killed shall be 
entitled to receive a hind quarter of every animal so killed. The Arachchi of the 
wasama in which any game is killed on Crown Land shall be entitled to the portion 
called katupola. This rule does not apply to Matale South.

61. V illage Tanks.—Every owner of land irrigable by a village tank shall be 
liable to contribute towards its repair or maintenance in labour at the rate of 1,300 
cubic feet of earthwork for every amunam of land owned. Any person who shall 
fail to render the labour or special labour due by him at the time appointed by the 
Assistant Government Agent shall be liable to fine. Special labour may be called 
out by older of the Committee or the Assistant Government Agent.

62. Repeal o f form er Rules.—These rules supersede all rules hitherto in force in 
in the District of Matale.
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IT is hereby notified that H is Excellency the Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in him 
by section 7 of (the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, has been 

pleafied to approve of the following rules, which have been made under the provisions of section 16 of the 
said Ordinance by the Village Committee elected by the inhabitants of the subdivision of,Wagapanaha  
Udasiya pattu in the Chief Headman’ s division of Matale North, in the District of^ Matale, Central 
Province, and the same are published for general information.
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The Village Commttnitie3’ Ordinance, No. 24 oe 1889.

By His Excellency’s command,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M. F owler,
Colombo, February 27, 1907. - --------- -— - Acting Colonial Secretary. -

M utes referred  to.

SECTION VI. ■ .
4

V illage W orks.

1. Construction and U pkeep.—The construction, maintenance, regulation, and 
protection of village works mentioned in section 6 of Ordinance No. 24 of 1889, and 
of all other works for which the inhabitants of any subdivision may be, by any law at 
present in force or hereafter to be enacted, empowered to make provision, shall be 
effected by all males between the ages of 16 and 55 and not exempt from performing 
labour under the Thoroughfares Ordinance, who reside in villages which the Commit
tee may decide under rule 2 to be interested in the work ; and the Committee shall 
determine tin - number of days’ labour that each person liable shall contribute towards 
it, either in person or by substitute, or by money payment. Provided that no person 
shall be required to labour at a distance greater than seven miles from his residence.

2. L iability.—It shall be the duty of every headman to inform the President or 
Chairman before October 3 each year, or whenever it is necessary, that such and 
such village works mentioned in section 6 of the Village Tribunals Ordinance require 
repair. On receiving such information, .either from a headman or from any other 
person, the President or Chairman and the Committee shall make such inquiry as 
they think necessary, and if they approve of the work shall prepare a list setting out 
the nature of the work and the names of the villages interested in it, and maymake 
such subsequent alterations in the list as may be deemed expedient; and the decision 
of the Committee as set forth in suen list, or amended list if. approved by the Assist
ant Government Agent (to whom it shall be sent not later than December 31 each 
year), shall be final on the question as to what villages are interested. The list of 
communal works for the year, when approved by the Assistant Government Agent, 
shall be returned to the President or Chairman and the Committee, who shall at onc%| 
decide upon the dates upon which and within which the various works are to be?' 
carried out.

3. M anagem ent.—If the work concerns only one wasama, the Arachchi; if more 
than one wasama, the Korala; if more than one korale, the Ratemahatmayb, shall 
have charge of the work.

4. Failure to Labour.—Every person liable to labour under these rules who shall 
fail to attend for the performance thereof at the time and place mentioned in the 
notice, or to commute therefor, or who, having attended, shall fail to do a full day’s 
work, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding one rupee for every day of such failure.

6. Commutation o f Labour.—Any person may commute the labour due by him 
by paying to the headman calling out the labour, on or before the day fixed by the 
notice for the commencement of the work, the sum of 33 cents for every day’s labour 
due, and such headman shall give a receipt for every sum of money so paid to 
him. . ,

6. L ist o f people liable to perform  Labour.—A full list of all persons liable to labour 
on communal works under this Ordinance is to be prepared by the Arachchi of each 
wasama and forwarded to the Ratemahatmaya, who is to certify to its correctness , 
and forward it to the Kachcheri not later than December 15 of each year. Any 
Arachchi who shall wilfully omit the name of any such person shall be liable to a 
fine.

7. A rachchi'8 Labour L ist.—The Arachchi shall keep a list of labourers on which .
he shall mark the number of days’ labour performed by each man as it is earned, 
out. 4

8. Execution of W ork.—In the execution of any public work passed under rule 2, if 
the Committee decides to employ skilled labour, it shall be competent'for the Com
mittee to assess the cost of such work and ball on the inhabitants of the villages 
interested liable to work to contribute by a’cash payment instead of labour due by 
them. The defaulters shall render themselves liable to prosecution as provided for 
in rule 4.

9. Paths through Paddy F ields.—The proprietors of paddy land shall see that all 
the Gansabhawa paths leading through their paddy lands are not less than three feet 
in breadth. Any person'who shall cut such road with intent to reduce its width or 
to deface it shall be deemed to have committed a breach of this rule.
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10. Dam aging Village P roperty.— N o person shall obstruct an y village path , 
roa d , r iv er , w ater-course, lake, or e la , or through carelessness or m alice in jure any 
v illa ge  p a th , or road, river, w ater-course, lake, or e la , o r  oth er v illage property , and 
it  sh all b e  law ful fo r  the P resident, on  con v iction , to  order an y parson to  repair 
dam age or rem ove any encroachm ent w ith in  a given  tim e , and in  failure thereof 
such person shall be liable to  a further fine o f one rupee fo r  every  day  after the given 
tim e during w hich the President’s order rem ains d isobeyed .

11. Charge of. Village Properly.— A ll v illage path s, edandu , am balam s, bridges, 
schoolroom s, court-houses, and all other v illage properties shall be in  charge o f the 
A rachchi o f the wasama in wbwh th ey  are situ ated , w ho shall from  tim e to  tim e 
inspect a ll such properties and ah w ells, sp outs, w aterin g, and bath in g places w ith in  
his w asam a, and subm it to the Chairm an o f th e C om m ittee a  report on  th eir state.

12. M arkets, tfcc.— The boutiques and m arket p laces, as w ell as the roads and 
drains opposite them , shall be at a ll tim es k ep t clean  b y  th e occu pan ts o f m arket stalls 
and the keepers o f boutiques.

13. N eglect o f D uty by Headmen.— A ll headm an shall keep order and preserve 
cleanliness in  their respective bazaars and m arket p laces under a penalty o f fine for 
neglect to  d o  so , provided that the R atem ahatm aya alone shall have th e pow er to 
prosecute under this section.

14. B urial Grounds.— In  places in  w hich , in  the op in ion  o f the Com m ittee, a p u b lic
burial ground is necessary, a suitable land shall be set apart fo r  th at purpose, and n o 
dead bod ies shall be buried or burnt w ith in  th e lim its o f such places, except in  the 
ground assigned for the purpose. T he Com m ittee shall keep a  register in  w hich  all 
necessary particulars o f such burial grounds shall be entered. N o dead b od y  shall be 
bu ried  at a  less depth  than six  feet below  th e surface o f th e ground. The R ate
m ahatm aya m ay, w ith  the approval o f th e A ssistant G overnm ent A gent, order any 
such  bu rial or burning ground to  be closed , and after n otice  b y  beat o f tom -tom  has 
been  given  o f  such order, it  shall n ot be law fu l to  bu ry  or bim * any dead b «d ’ 
such  ground. J .

. . Schools.

15. Establishm ent o f Schools.— A t th e request b y  p etition  to  the A ssistant G overn
m ent A gen t o f the parents or  guardians o f tw en ty-five or  m ore children  fo r  the 
establishm ent o f a  school, or if  the C om m ittee report to  the A ssistant G overnm ent 
A gent th at a  site has been fixed upon fo r  a  school.w here there is likelih ood  o f a  good 
attendance, application  shall be m ade to  th e D irector o f P u blic In stru ction  fo r  a 
schoolm aster and the necessary furn iture free o f charge to  th e villagers.

16. E rection, tfcc.— I f such ap p lica tion  b e  gran ted , th e school-house shall be 
erected and kept in  repair as already p rov id ed  fo r  b y  ru le I .

17. Attendance.— The Com m ittee shall - fix  th e lim its  o f th e d istrict fo r  each 
sch ool, and all parents and guardians w ith in  th at d istrict shall send their children 
betw een seven and thirteen years o f age to  th e sch ool thus p rovid ed  for fou r days at 
least in  each w eek and for nine m onths in  each year.

8. Prosecution for non-attendance.— The sch oo l m aster shall m onthly send to  
th e K orala a  list o f all children w ho do n ot attend sch ool in  accordance w ith  the 
preceding ru le, and the K orala shall cause th e A rachch i to  prosecute the parents or 
guardians in  default before the Gansabhawa.

19. E xem ption .— The foregoing rules shall n ot apply to  those w ho, in  the opin ion  
• o f th e P resident or Chairman o f V illage C ouncil, w ith  the sanction  o f the Assistant 
G overnm ent A gent, have m ade other satisfactory  p rov ision  for  the education  o f 
their children.

Lands fob Common Pubposes.

^0. A pplication .— The Com m ittee shall apply to  the A ssistant G overnm ent 
A gent for such lands as it  m ay consider requ isite for  the pasturage o f cattle or for 
any other com m on purposes, stating the villages for the benefit o f w hich such lands 
are required.

~1. U pkeep .— I f the lands be required for pasturage, it  shall he cleared b y  a ll the 
p rop rietors o f cattle ordinarily grazing in  such villages, the lia b ility  being in  propor
tion  to  the num ber o f cattle over one year old  belonging to  such proprietors.

22. Land required for any purpose other than Pasturage.— I f the land  be requ ired 
for  an y purpose other than pasturage, the Com m ittee shall arrange for  its m ainten
ance and protection  as provided b y  rule 1.

23. P revention  of Cattle Trespass.— T o prevent cattle  trespass landow ners shall 
fence and w atch  their fields and hen and gardens accord ing  to  the custom  o f the 
d istrict, and cattle owners shall tie  or pen th eir cattle and buffaloes at n igh t, and in  
the day  shall suspend a stick  across the necks o f th eir w ild  and unruly anim als, or 
yoke them  together in  paira

24. Galas.— A  separate roofed  gala fo r  each  cattle  ow ner o r  a roofed  gala in  
com m on for the owners o f a 'group o f houses shall, a t th e d iscretion  o f P resident, 
V illage T ribunal, or Chairm an,Village C ouncil, b e  pu t u p  in  everyvillage at a d istance 
o f n ot lees than  30 yards from  any dw elling-house. A ll ca ttle , except bu ffaloes,

i



shall be  driven  in to  the gala before n igh tfa ll.®  The’ gala or galas shall be erected 
b y  the cattle ow ner or owners and shall be in  their charge. The cattle ow ner or 
owners shall keep same d ean  and in  a proper state o f repair. A n y neglect on  the 
part o f any cattle ow ner to erect or repair the gala, or to  drive h is cattle in to the 
gala at night, shall be deem ed an offence under th is rule.

25. P igs and Cfoats.— The owners o f pigs and goats shall keep them  properly 
secured so th at they m ay n ot trespass.

26. Tethering on Roadside.— N o person shall allow  any cattle to  be tethered upon 
any cart road or in  suoh a m aimer as w ill alow  them  to  stray on  the road.

27. Seizure o f Cattle for Trespass.— Cattle seized for trespass and n ot claim ed from  
the local headm an wdthin forty-eigh t hours shall be sent to  the P resident, or if there 
be n o President, to  the Chairman o f the V illage Com m ittee, w ho shall take steps to  
advertise the fa ct th at the anim al is  in  the Gansabhawa. I f  i i  is  unclaim ed' w ithin 
fourteen days, th e President or Chairm an shall send it  to  the K achcheri w ith  fu ll 
particulars. I t  shall then be sold at pu blic auction , and a  proper title  be given  to  the 
purchaser. The proceeds o f the sale, after expenses incurred have been deducted, 
shall be cred ited  to  the Com munal Fund.

28. Possession o f diseased M eat.— N o one shall know ingly soli, or eat, o r  possess 
the flesh o f any anim al that has d ied o f sickness, or b y  drow ning, or by  the bite o f 
a  snake.

29. B urial o f A nim als.— The carcases o f all such anim als and of a ll anim als 
dying a  natural death  shall be buried b y  the owners thereof w ithout loss o f tim e. 
The village headm an shall bury unrem oved carcases o f w hich  the ow ners are 
absent or cannot be ascertained. The eost o f such burial w ill be paid  from  Gan
sabhaw a fu nds, and is recoverable from  th e owners w hen fou nd.

30. Slaughter o f Sheep, Goats, or P igs.— I t  shall n ot be law ful for  any person to  
slaughter sheep, goats, or pigs w ithout previously inform ing the village headm an, 
w ho shall n ot allow  the anim al to  be slaughtered, unless he is satisfied (1) as to  the 
right o f the person wishing to  slaughter it, and (2) as to  the fitness o f the anim al for 
slaughter. In  the absence o f the village headm an, it  shall be  com petent for the 
headm an o f anyadjoin ingvillage,_subject to  the same conditions, to  allow  th e anim al 
to  be slaughtered
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B ound a b ik

31. Private Lands.— The boundaries o f all private lands shall be  m arked b y  fences, 
ditches, and stones, according to the custom  o f th e subdivision  in  w hich"they are 
situated. Such boundaries shall be put up by  the owners o f the land on  both  sides 
thereof. A ny person ordered b y  the Com m ittee to  m ark the boundary w ho shall 
refuse or neglect to  com ply w ith the order shall be liable to  a fine.

32. In ju ry to Boundaries.— N o person shall alter, deface, or w ilfu lly in jure any 
such boundary, or any ancient boundary m ark, fence, or division.

: N uisances. , ’ |

33. D iseased Persons prohibited from  using Public Bathing-places.— N o persons 
in fected w ith any contagious disease shall wash them selves or their clothes in  any 
public bathing-place.
C 34. B efouling W ells and killing F ish .— N o person shall befou l a village ela, 
village w ell, or spring o f w ater used for drinking purposes by  the inhabitants o f any 
village, or shall attem pt to  k ill fish b y  m eans of poison or explosion.

35. Rem oval of Trees along Public Thoroughfares.— The Com m ittee m ay, in like 
m anner, d irect the rem oval o f any tree dangerous to  the safety o f passengers along 
any public road or street, w ith the exception  o f roads in  charge o f the Public W orks 
D epartm ent, the D istrct R oad  Com m ittee, or Local Board

36. D irtying Public Roads.— Persons residing on either side o f a public road 
shall n ot put d irt, rubbish, tim ber, m ats, copra, arecanut, or any other com m o
d ity  in or upon the sam e, and they shall n ot keep carts standing on  the road longer 
than is necessary for the loading or unloading o f the sam e, and shall n o t allow  
children too  young to  take care o f them selves to p lay thereon unless in  charge o f 
som e com petent person.

37. Pelting Stones at H om es, disc.— P elting stones at houses, drawing caricatures 
and indecent figures, or w riting insulting expressions on  buildings or any conspi
cuous ob ject, or the doing o f any other acts b y  w hich the individual is insulted or 
public decency outraged is forbidden .

Genebac. 3

38. D isturbing the Public R epose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night b y  m aking a noise, singing indecent songs, or b y  otherwise raising a disturb
ance. N othing in  th is section  shall be deem ed to  affect the existing rights o f the 
people in  the m atter o f religious cerem onies and other orderly gatherings.

39. Loitering at N ight.— A ny person found loitering at n ight on  th e road or., 
about the ham let after 9 p .m. w ithout a light shall, if he is unable to  g ive a satis
factory  account of him self, be liable to fine.



. 40. Sale, o f Unwholesome Food!— N o person shall sell as fo o d  an y rotten  or putrid 
m eat or fish or other articles unfit for hum an food .

41. . Possession of Unwholesome Food.— A n y person possessing any rotten  or 
putrid m eat or fish, w ho shall fa il to  have it buried w hen so d irected  b y  the headm an 
o f his village, shall be guilty of a breach o f th is rule.

42. Villages to be kept clean.— The inhabitants o f each  village and house shall 
keep the land in and around it to  a distance o f six ty  yards from  any house clear o f 
all filth  and rubbish and rank vegetation, and the w ork shall be  apportion ed  by  the 
Araehchi. A ny one who shall neglect or refuse to  do th e  w ork  apportioned to  him  
b y  the Araehchi shall be liable to  fine.

43. Drunkenness.— N o person shall be  drunk in  any p u b lic p lace.
44. Abusive Language.— The use o f abusive or indecent language to  th e annoy

ance o f any person, or for the purpose o f provok in g a breach  o f th e peace, is forbidden . 
A ny person infringing this rule shall be liab le to  fine.
I 45. Spring Guns and Traps.— N o person shall set any spring guns or traps 
w ithout the perm ission in  w riting o f th e village headm an. Such perm ission shall 
be proclaim ed by  the village headm an b y  beat o f tom -tom , and th e applicant shall 
pay 50 cents for the expense o f the proclam ation .

40. Gambling and Cock-fighting.— G am bling and cock -figh tin g  are proh ibited . 
A ny person found gam bling or cock -figh tin g, or abetting them  b y  his presence, or 
allow ing his house or land to be used for  any such pu rpose, shall be liable to  fine,

- and to  a further fine n ot ‘exceeding fiveru pees a day fo r  each  d ay  th e breach o f th is 
rule is continued after notice from  th e village headm an to  discontinue it. The 
term  “  gam bling ”  includes “  lotteries.”

47. Cart-racing.— Cart-racing on  an y p u b lic thoroughfare is  forbidden . E very 
person infringing this rule shall be liable to  a fine.

48. F urious D riving.— N o person shall furiously or carelessly d rive a hackery or 
any other vehicle on  a  public thoroughfare.

49. Setting F ire to Patanas.— N o person shall w ilfu lly  set fire to  any patana 
land w ithout perm ission in  w riting from  th e R atem ahatm aya.

50. Setting F ire to Chena.— W hen a range o f chenas (hen) is  cu ltivated  in  com 
m on, no person shall set fire to  it  until th e tim e o f firing has been  settled  b y  a 
m ajority  o f the cultivators and notified  to  th e village headm an.

51. Plucking of Green Coffee and A recanuts prohibited.— N o person , n ot being a 
labourer em ployed on any plantation  w ith in  th e m eaning o f O rdinance N o. 9 o f 
1885, shall possess, pluck, sell, or bu y  green coffee or green arecanuts w ithout 
perm ission in  w riting from  the Ratem ahatm aya.

52. N otices.— A ll notices issued under these rules shall, unless otherw ise specially 
ordered, be published by  beat o f tom -tom , w hich shall be taken as sufficient notice 
to  all people liable to  labour. P rovided th at n oth in g  in  th is rule shall prevent the 
service o f n otice personally or otherw ise.

53. D efacing any written N otice.— A n y person w ilfu lly  destroying or defacing 
any notification  issued by the Com m ittee shall be liable to  fine.
i 54. H ouses to be whitewashed.— A ll villagers shall w hitew ash their houses, either 
■with m akulu, lim e, or other suitable substance, w henever th ey  receive orders from  
the Com m ittee to do so.

55. D elivery of Books, & c.— W hen any headm an or cattle registrar signs, or is 
rem oved from  offieo, or dies, he or his heirs, as th e case m ay b e , shall deliver all his 
registers, book s, and offieo docum ents to  the Com m ittee.

56. H indrance or vexatious Conduct.— N o person shall obstru ct o r  resist any 
headm an or authorized person in the discharge o f his duties, and no headm an or 
authorized person shall be gu ilty o f any negligence or m alicious or vexatiou s condu ct 
under the foregoing rules.

57. F ish  in  Tanks.— The fish in a tank shall be d ivided  accord ing  to  th e shares 
o f pangukarayo holding land under the tank.

58. Kalam bola and Charms.— The pu tting up o f “  kalam bola ”  or any sim ilar 
charm  to  cause fear or annoyance to  any person or persons is forbidden .

59. Attendance on Summons.— E very person upon w hom  a sum m ons or subpoena 
issued b y  th e President or Chairman shall have been served shall d u ly  atten d  in  
obed ience to  such sum m ons or subpoena.

60. Share o f Game.— Tho owner o f any land on  w hich an y gam e is k illed  shall be 
entitled to  receive a hind quarter o f every  anim al so k illed. T h e A raehchi o f th e 
wasama in  w hich  any gam e is killed on  Crown Land shall be en titled  to  th o portion  
called katupola. This rule does n ot ap p ly  to  M atale South.

61. ViUage Tanks.— E very ow ner o f land irrigable b y  a  v illa ge  tan k  shall be 
liable to  contribute tow ards its repair or m aintenance in labou r a t th e  rate o f 1,300 
cubic feet of earthwork for every  am unam  o f land ow ned. A n y  person  w ho shall 
fa il to  render th e labour or special labour due b y  him  at th e tim e ap poin ted  b y  th e 
Assistant Governm ent Agent shall b e  liable to  fine. Special labou r m ay be called  
'ou'fc order of th e Com mittee os the Assistant G overnm ent A gen t.
xi former .Rules,— These rules supersede a ll rules h ith erto in  force  in
the,D istnct® oflM atale^ , ,
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IT  is hereby notified that H is Excellency the Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in him 
by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, has been 

pleased to approve of the following rules, which have been made under the provisions of section 16 of 
the said Ordinance by the Village Committee elected by the inhabitants of the subdivision of Wagapanaha 
Pallesiya pattu in the Chief Headman’s division of Matale North, in the District of Matale, Central 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M. Fowler,
Colombo, February 27, 1907. Acting Colonial Secretary.
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The Village Communities’ Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889.

R ules referred  to.

SECTIO N  V I.

Village W orks

1. Construction and U pkeep.— The construction , m aintenance, regulation , and 
protection  o f v illage w orks m entioned in  section  6 o f O rdinance N o. 24 o f 1889, and 
o f all other w orks fo r  w hich the inhabitants of any subdivision  m ay be, b y  any law  at 
present in  force or hereafter to  be enacted, em powered to  m ake provision , shall be  
effected b y  all m ales betw een the ages o f 16 and 55 and n ot exem pt from  perform ing 
labour under the Thoroughfares O rdinance, w ho reside in  villages w hich  th e Com m it
tee m ay decide under rule 2 to  be interested in  the w ork ; and the Com m ittee shall 
determ ine the num ber o f days’ labour th at each person liable shall contribute tow ards 
it, either in  person or by  substitute or b y  m oney paym ent. P rovided that no person 
shall be required to  labour at a  distance greater than seven m iles from  his residence.

2. L iability.— I t  shall be the du ty o f every headm an to  in form  the P resident or 
Chairm an before O ctober 3 each year, or w henever it  is  necessary, th at such and 
such village w orks m entioned in  section  6 o f the V illage Tribunals Ordinance require 
repair. On receiving such in form ation , either from  a headm an or from  any other 
person, the President or Chairm an and the Com m ittee shall m ake such inquiry as 
they th ink necessary, and if  they approve o f the w ork shall prepare a list setting ou t 
the nature o f the w ork arid the nam es o f the villages interested in  it , and m ay m ake 
such subsequent alterations in  the list as m ay be deem ed exp ed ien t; and the decision 
of the Com m ittee as set forth  in  such list or am ended list, if approved b y  the Assist
ant G overnm ent A gent (to  w hom  it  shall be sent n ot later than D ecem ber 31 each 
year), shall be final on  the question  as to  w hat villages are interested. The list o f 
com m unal w orks fo r  the year, when approved by  the Assistant G overnm ent A gent, 
shall be returned to  the President or Chairm an and the C om m ittee, w ho shall at once 
decide upon  the dates upon  w hich  and w ithin  w hich  the various w orks are to  be 
carried out.

3. M anagem ent.— If the w ork concerns on ly one wasam a, the A rach ch i; if  m ore 
than one w asam a, the K orala ; i f  m ore than one korale, the R atem ahatm aya, shall 
have charge o f the w ork.

4. Failure to Labour.— E very person liab le to labour under these rules w ho shall 
fa il to  attend fo r  the perform ance thereof at the tim e and place m entioned in  the 
n otioe, or to  com m ute th erefor,(or w ho, having attended, shall fa il to  do a  fu ll day ’s 
w ork, shall be lia b le  to  a fine n ot exceeding one rupee for  every day  o f such 
failure.

5. Commutation of Labour.— A ny person m ay com m ute the labour due b y  him  
b y  paying to  the headm an calling ou t the labour, on  or before the day fixed  b y  the 
notice for the com m encem ent o f the w ork, the sum o f 33 cents for every day’s labour 
due, and such headm an shall g ive a receip t for every sum  o f m oney so paid to 
him .

6. L ist o f people liable to perform  Labour.— A  fu ll lis t o f all persons liab le to  labour 
on  com m unal w orks -under th is O rdinance is to  be prepared b y  the A rachchi o f each 
wasama and forw arded to  the R atem ahatm aya, w ho is to certify  to  its correctness 
and forw ard it  to  the K achcheri n ot later than D ecem ber 15 o f each year. A ny 
A rachchi w ho shall w ilfu lly  om it the nam e o f any such person shall be liable to  a fine.

7. A rachch is Labour L ist.— The A rachchi shall keep a lis t o f labourers on  whioh 
he shall m ark the num ber o f days’ labour perform ed b y  each man as it  is 
carried out.

8. Execution of W ork.— In  the execution  o f any public w ork passed under rule 2, if 
the Com m ittee decides to  em ploy skilled labour, it  shall be com potent for the Com
m ittee to  assess the cost o f such w ork and call on  the inhabitants o f the villages 
interested liable to  w ork to contribute b y  a cash paym ent instead o f labour due by  
them . The defaulters shall render them selves liable to  prosecution  as provided for ■

- in  rule 4.
' 9. Paths through Paddy Fields.— The proprietors o f paddy land shall see that all

th e Gansabhawa paths leading through their paddy lands are n ot less than three feet 
in  breadth. A n y person w ho shall cu t such road w ith  in tent to  reduce its w idth or 
to  defaoe it  «HaH b e  deem ed to  have com m itted a breach o f th is role.

\
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10. _ Dam aging^ Village P roperty .— N o person shall obstrn ot any village path, 
road , river, w ater-oourse, lak e, ortela , or through oarelessness o r j m alice in jurejany 
v illage pathVor road , river,*w ater-course, lake, o r  ela , o r  oth er v illa ge  property, and 
it shall be  law fu l, for the 'P resident, on con v iction , to  order .any person  to  repair 
dam aage, or rem ove any encroachm ent w ith in  a given  tim e, and in  fa ilure thereof 
suoh person shall be liab le to  a further fine o f one rupee for  every  d ay  after the given 
time during w hich  the President’s order rem ains d isobeyed.

11. Charge o f Village Property.— A ll v illage path s, edandu , am balam s, bridges, 
schoolroom s, court-houses, and all other v illage properties shall be in  charge o f the 
A rachchi o f the wasam a in  w hich they are situ ated , w ho shall from  tim e to  tim e 
inspect a ll such properties, and all w ells, sp outs, w atering, and bath in g  places w ithin  
his w asam a, and subm it to  the Chairm an o f the Com m ittee a  rep ort o n  their state.

12. M arkets, the.— The boutiques and m arket places, as w ell as th e roads and 
drains opposite them , shall be at all tim es k ept clean  b y  the occu pan ts o f m arket stalls 
and the keepers o f boutiques.

13. N eglect o f D uty by Headmen.— A ll headm an shall keep order and preserve 
cleanliness in  th eir respective bazaars and m arket places under a  pen alty  o f fine fo r  
neglect to  d o  so , provided  th at th e R atem ahatm aya alone sh all have the pow er to  
prosecute under th is section .
t 14. B urial Grounds.— In  places in  w hich , in  th e op in ion  o f th e C om m ittee, a  p u blic 
burial ground is necessary, a su itable land  shall be  set apart fo r  th at purpose, and no 
dead bod ies shall be buried o r  burnt w ith in  the lim its o f such  places, except in  the 
ground assigned fo r  the purpose. The Com m ittee shall keep a  register in  w hich all 
necessary particu lars o f such bu rial grounds shall b e  entered. N o dead b od y  shall be 
buried a t a  less depth than six  fe e t below  th e surface o f th e ground. The R ate
m ahatm aya m ay, w ith  the approval o f th e A ssistant G overnm ent A gen t, order any 
such burial or burning ground to  be  closed , and after n otice b y  bea t o f tom -tom  has 
been given  o f such order, itsh a ll n ot be law fu l to  bu ry or b u m  an y dead b od v  >u 
such ground.

f"" Sc h o o l s .

15. Establishm ent o f Schools.— A t the request b y  p etition  to  th e A ssistant G overn
m ent A gent o f the parents or guardians o f tw enty-five o r  m ore children  fo r  th e 
establishm ent o f a sch ool, or if  the Com m ittee report to  th e A ssistant G overnm ent 
Agent th at a site has been fixed upon for  a  sch ool where there is  lik elih ood  o f a  good  
attendance, application  shall be m ade to  the D irector o f P u b lic In stru ction  fo r  a 
schoolm aster and the necessary furniture free o f charge to  th e villagers.

16. E rection, cfcc.— I f such application  be  granted, the sch ool-hou se shall be 
erected and kept in  repair as already provided  for b y  rule 1.

17. Attendance.— The Com m ittee shall fix  th e lim its o f  the d is trict fo r  each 
school, and all parents and guardians w ith in  th at d istrict shall send their children 
betw een seven and thirteen years o f age to  the school thus p rovid ed  for four days at

"least in  each  w eek and fo r  nine m onths in  each year.
■ 18. Prosecution for non-attendance.— The schoolm aster shall m onthly send to  
the K orala a lis t o f all children w ho -do n ot attend school in  accordance w ith  the 
preceding ru le, and the K orala shall cause the A f achchi to  ’prosecute the parents or 
guardians in  defau lt before the Gansabhawa.

19. Exem ption .— The foregoing rules shall n ot apply to  those w h o, in  the op in ion  
o f the P resident or Chairman o f V illage C ouncil, w ith  the sanction  < f the A ssistant 
G overnm ent A gen t, have m ade other satisfactory  provision  fo r  the education  o f 
tli lir  children.

, Lands tor Common Purposes.

f  20. A pplica tion .— The Com m ittee shall apply to  the A ssistant G overnm ent 
A gent fo r  such lands as it  m ay consider requisite for the pasturage o f cattle or for 
any other com m on purposes, stating the villages for  the benefit o f w hich  such lands 
are required .

21. U pkeep .— I f  the lands be required for  pasturage, it shall be  cleared b y  all the 
proprietors o f ca ttle  ord in arily  grazing in  such villages, the lia b ility  being in  propor
tion  to  th e num ber o f cattle over one year o ld  belonging to  such proprietors.

22. Land required for any purpose other than Pasturage.— I f th e lan d  be requ ired 
for any p rop ose oth er than pasturage, th e Com m ittee shall arrange fo r  its  m ainten
ance and p ro tection  as p rovid ed  b y  rule 1.

23. P revention  o f Cattle Trespass.— T o p reven t cattle trespass landow ners shall 
fence and. w atch  th eir fields and hen and gardens according to  th e custom  o f th e 
d istrict, and cattle ow ners shall tie  or pen  th eir ca ttle  and bu ffa loes at n igh t, and in  
the day shall suspend a stick  across th e necks o f their w ild  and u n ru ly  anim als, or 
yoke them  together in  pairs.

24. Galas.— A  separate roofed  gala fo r  each  cattle ow ner or  a  roo fed  gala in  
w m m Q nfbr the owners o f a  group o f houses shall, a t the d iscretion  o f  P resident, 
jm e g e  tribun al, or Chairm an, V illage C ouncil, b e  p u t u p  ir  ev ery  v illa ge  a t a  dis
tance o f n ot less thanSO yardsfrom any dw elling-house. A llca ttle , ex cep t bu ffaloes,
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shall be driven  in to the gala, before n ightfall. The gala or galas shall be 
erected b y  th e cattle]ow ner or ow ners and shall be  in  th eir charge. The cattle 
ow ner or ow ners shall keep the same clean a n d ' in  a proper state o f  repair. A n y  
neglect on  the part o f  any cattle ow ner to  erect or repair th e gala, o r  to  d rive h is 
cattle in to  the gala at n igh t, shall be deem ed an offence under th is rule.

25. P igs and Goats.— The ow ners o f pigs and goats shall keep them  properly  
secured so th at th ey  m ay n ot trespass.

26. Tethering on Roadside.— N o person  shall allow  any cattle  to  be tethered  upon  
any cart road , or in  such a m anner as w ill allow  them  to  stray on  the road .

27. Seizure o f Cattle for Trespass.— Cattle seized for  trespass and n ot claim ed from  
the loca l headm an w ith in  forty -eigh t hours shall be sent to  th e P resident, or if  there 
be no P resident, to  the Chairm an o f the V illage C om m ittee, w ho shall take steps to  
advertise the fa ct th at the anim al is in  the Gansabhawa. I f  it  is  unclaim ed w ithin  
fourteen  days, the President or Chairm an shall send it  to  th e K achcheri w ith  fu ll 
particulars. I t  shall then be sold at pu blic au ction , and a  proper title  b e  given  to  the 
purchaser. The proceeds o f the sale, a fter expenses incurred have been  dedu cted, 
shall be credited , to  the Com m unal Fund.

28. Possession o f diseased M eat.— N o one shall know ingly sell, or eat, o r  possess 
the flesh o f an y anim al th at has d ied  o f sickness, or b y  drow ning, or b y  the b ite  o f 
a snake.

29. B urial o f Anim als.— The carcases o f all such anim alsand o f all anim als dying 
a natural death shall be buried by  the owners thereof w ithout loss o f tim e. The 
village headm an shall bu ry  unrem oved carcases o f w hich the owners are absent 
or cannot be ascertained. The cost o f such burial w ill be pa id  from  Gansabhawa 
funds, and is recoverable from  the ow ners when found.

30. Slaughter of Sheep, Goats, or P igs .— It  shall n ot be law ful for  any person to 
slaughter sheep, goats, or p igs w ithout previously inform ing the village headm an, 
w ho shall n ot allow  the anim al to  be slaughtered, unless he is  satisfied (1) as to  th e 
right o f the person wishing to  slaughter it, and (2) as to  th e fitness o f the anim al for 
slaughter. In  the absence o f the village headm an, it  shall be  com petent for the 
headm an o f any adjoin ing village, su b ject to  the sam e conditions, to  allow  the anim al 
to  be slaughtered.

Boundaries. t

31. Private Lands.— The boundaries o f all private lands shall be m arked b y  fences, 
ditches, and stones, according to  the custom  o f th e subdivision  in  w hich th ey are 
situated. Such boundaries shall be pu t up b y  th e owners o f th e land on  both  sides 
thereof. A ny person ordered b y  the Com m ittee to  m ark th e boundary w ho shall 
refuse or neglect to  com ply w ith the order shall be liable to  a  fine.

32. In ju ry to Boundaries.— N o person shall alter, deface, or w ilfu lly  in jure any 
such boundary, or any ancient boundary m ark, fences or d ivision .

N uisances.

33. D iseased Persons prohibited from  using P ublic Bathing-places.— N o persons 
in fected w ith  any contagious disease shall wash them selves or their clothes in  any 
public bathing-place.

34. B efouling W ells and killing P ish .— N o person shall befou l a v illage ela , 
village w ell, or spring o f w ater used for  drinking purposes b y  th e inhabitants o f any 
village, or shall attem pt to  k ill fish b y  m eans o f poison or explosion.

35. Rem oval of Trees along P ublic Thoroughfares.— The Com m ittee m ay, in  like 
m anner, direct the rem oval o f any tree dangerous to the sa fety  o f passengers along 
any pu blic road or street, w ith the exception  o f roads in charge o f th e P u blic W orks 
D epartm ent, the D istrict R oad  Com m ittee, or L ocal B oard.

36. D irtying P ublic Roads.— Persons residing on  either side o f a  public road 
shall n ot put d irt, rubbish, tim ber, m ats, copra, areeflnut, or any other com m odity 
in  or upon the sam e, and they shall n ot keep carts standing on  th e road longer 
than is necessary for  the loading or unloading o f the sam e, and shall n ot allow  
children too  young to  take care o f them selves to  p lay thereon unless in  charge o f 
som e com petent person.

37. Pelting Stones at H ouses, <&c.— Pelting stones at houses, draw ing caricatures 
and indecent figures, or w riting insulting expressions on  buildings or any conspi
cuous ob ject, or the doing o f any other acts by  w hich the individual is  insulted or 
public decency outraged is forbidden .

General.

38. D isturbing the P ublic R epose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night b y  m aking a noise, singing indecent songs, or b y  otherw ise raising a  disturb
ance. N othing in  th is section  shall be deem ed to  affect th e existing righ ts o f the 
people in  the m atter o f religious cerem onies and other orderly gatherings.

39. Loitering at N ight.— A n y person found loitering a t n ight on  th e  road or 
about th e ham let after .9 f .m . w ithout a light sh all, if he is unable to  g ive a  satis
factory  account o f him self, be  liable to  fine.



40. Sale o f Unwholesome Food.— N o person shall sell as food, any rotten  or putrid 
m eat or fish or  other articles unfit for  hum an food .

41. Possession o f Unwholesome Food.— A n y  person possessing an y rotten  or 
putrid m eat or fish, w ho shall fa il to  have it buried w hen so d irected  b y  th e headm an 
o f his village, shall be gu ilty  o f a  breach o f  th is rule.

42. Villages to he kept Clean.— The inhabitants o f each  village and house shall 
keep the land in  and around it to  a distance o f sixty  yards from  any house clear, o f 
all filth  and rubbish and rank vegetation, and the w ork shall be apportioned b y  the 
Arachchi. A n y one w ho shall neglect or refuse to do th e w ork  apportioned to  him  
by  the A rachchi shall be liable to fine.

43. D runkenness.— N o person shall be  drunk in  an y  p u b lic p lace.
44. A busive Language.— The use o f abusive or in decen t language to  th e annoy

ance o f any person, or for the purpose o f provok in g a  breach  o f th e peace, is forbidden  
Any person infringing this rule shall b e  liab le to  fine.

45. Springs Guns and Traps.— N o person shall set an y spring guns or traps
w ithout the perm ission in  w riting o f th e v illage headm an. Such perm ission shall 
be proclaim ed b y  the village headm an b y  beat o f tom -tom , and th e applicant shall 
pay 50 cents for the expense o f th e proclam ation . *

46. Gambling and Cock-fighting.— G am bling and cock -figh tin g  are prohibited. 
A ny person found gam bling or cock -fightin g, or abetting them  b y  his presence, or 
allow ing his house or land to  be used for any such purpose, shall be  liable to  fine, 
and to  a further fine n ot exceeding five rupees a day  for  each  day  the breach o f this 
rule is continued after n otice from  th e v illage headm an to  discontinue it. The 
term  “  gam bling ”  includes “  lotteries.”

47. Cart-Baring.— Cart-racing on  an y  pu blic thoroughfare is forbidden . E very 
* person infringing th is rule shall be  liable to  a  fine;

48. Furious D riving.— N o person shall furiously or carelessly drive a  hackery or 
any other vehicle on  a  pu blic thoroughfare.

49. Setting F ire  to P atanas.— N o person shall w ilfu lly  set-fire  to  any patana 
land w ithout perm ission in  w riting from  th e R atem ahatm aya.

50. Setting F ire  to Ghena.— W hen a range o f chenas (hen) is  cu ltivated  in  com 
m on, n o person  shall set fire  to  it  until th e tim e o f firing has been settled  b y  a 
m ajority o f th e cultivators and n otified  to  th e v illage headm an.

51. Pinching of Green Coffee and A recanuts prohibited.— N o pesron , n ot being a 
labourer em ployed on  any plantation  w ith in  th e m eaning o f O rdinance N o. 9 
o f 1885, shall possess', p lu ck , sell, or bu y  green coffee or green arecanuts w ithout 
perm ission in  w riting from  R atem ahatm aya.

52. N otices.— A1 notices issued under these rules sh all, unless otherw ise specially 
ordered, be published b y  beat of tom -tom , w hich shall b e  taken  as sufficient notice 
to all people liable to  labour. P rovided  th at noth ing in  th is ru le shall prevent the 
service o f notice personally or otherw ise.

53. D efacing any written N otice.— A n y person w ilfu lly  destroying or defacing 
. any notification  issued b y  the Com m ittee shall be liable to  fine.

54. H ouses to he whitewashed.— A ll villagers shall w hitew ash their houses, either 
w ith m akulu, lim e, or other suitable substance, w henever th ey  receive orders from  
the Com m ittee to d,o so.

55. D elivery of Books, & c.— W hen any headm an or cattle registrar signs, or is 
rem oved from  office, or dies, he or his heirs, as the case m ay b e , shall deliver a ll his 
registers, book s, and office docum ents to  the Com m ittee.

56. H indrance or vexatious Conduct.— N o person shall obstru ct or resist any 
headman or authorized person in  the discharge o f his duties, and n o headm an or 
authorized person shall be guilty o f any negligence or m alicious or vexatious con du ct 
under the foregoing rules.

57. F ish  in  Tanks.— The fish in  a tank shall be d iv ided  accord ing to  th e shares o f 
pangukarayo holding land under th e tank.

58. Kalam bola and Charms.— The putting up o f “  kalam bola ”  or any sim ilar 
charm  to  cause fear or annoyance to  any person or persons is forbidden .

59. Attendance on Summons.— E very person, upon  w hom  a sum m ons or  subpoena 
issued b y  th e  President or Chairm an shall have been served shall du ly  atten d  in  
obedience to  such sum m ons or subpoena.

60. Share o f Game.— The ow ner o f any land on  w hich an y gam e is killed shall be 
entitled to  receive a h ind quarter o f every  anim al so k illed . T h e A rach ch i o f th e 
wasama in  w hich  any gam e is k illed  on  Crow n Land shall be  en titled  to  th e portion  
called katupola. T his rule does n o t ap p ly  to  M atale South.

61. V illage T a n k s.— E very  ow ner o f land irrigable b y  a v illage tank shall be 
liable to  contribute tow ards its repair or m aintenance in  labou r a t th e rate o f 1,300 
cubic feet o f earthw ork for every  am unam  o f land ow ned. A n y  person  w ho shall 
fa ll to  render the labour or special labour due by  him  a t th e tim e appoin ted  b y  th e 
Assistant G overnm ent A gent shall be liable to  fine. Special labou r m ay be called 
out b y  older o f the Com m ittee or th e A ssistant G overnm ent A gent.
, Be/peoX of form er Rules.— These rules supersede a ll rules h ith erto in  force  in 
m  the D istrict o f M atale.



( «  )

IT is hereby notilied that H is Excellency the Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in him  
by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, has been 

pleased to approve of the following rules, which have been made under the provisions of section 16 of the 
said Ordinance by the Village Committee elected by the inhabitants of the subdivision of Inamalawa 
korale in the Chief Headman’s divisipn of Matale North, in the District of Matale, Central 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

The Village Communities’ Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Colombo, February 27, 1907.

B y jHis Excellency’s command,

G. M. Fowler,
Acting Colonial Secretary.

U uies referred to. 

f SECTION VI.

V illage W orks.

1. Construction and U pkeep.— Tho construction , m aintenance, regulation , and 
protection  o f v illa se w orks m entioned in  section  6 of Ordinance N o. 24 o f 1889, and 
o f all other w orks for w hich the inhabitants o f any subdivision  m ay be, b y  any law at 
present in  force  or hereafter to  be enacted, em powered to m ake provision , shall bo 
effected b y  all m ales between the ages o f 16 and 55 and not exem pt from  perfor. aing 
labour under the Thoroughfares O rdinance, who reside in villages which the Com m it
tee m ay decide under rule 2 to be interested in the w ork ; and the Com m ittee shall 
determ ine ti c  num ber of days’ labour that each person liable shall contribute tow ards 
it , either in  person or by  substitute, or by m oney paym ent. P rovided th at no person 
shall be required to  laboui at a distance greater than seven m iles from  his residence.

2. L iability-— It shall be the duty o f every headm an to  in form  the President or 
Chairm an before O ctober 3 each year, or whenever it is necessary, th at such and 
such village w orks m entioned in  section  6 o f the V illage Tribunals O rdinance require 
repair. On receiving such in form ation , either from ' a headm an or from  any other 
person, the President or Chairm an and the Com m ittee shall m ake such inquiry as 
they think necessary, and if they approve o f the w ork shall prepare a list setting ou t 
the nature o f the w ork and the nam es o f the villages interested in  it , and m ay m ake 
such subsequent altera ; ions in the list as m ay be deem ed exp ed ien t; and the decision 
o f the Com m ittee as set forth  in  suen lis t , or am ended list if  approved b y  the A ssist
ant G overnm ent Agent (to  whom  ic shall be sent not later than D ecem ber 31 each 
year), shall be final on  the question  as to  w hat villages are interested. The list of 
com m unal w orks for the year, w hen approved b y  the Assistant G overnm ent A gent, 
shall be returned to the President or Chairm an and the Com m ittee, w ho sliall a t once 
decide upon  the dates upon  w hich and w ithin w hich the various w orks are to  be 
carried ou t.

3. M anagem ent.—If the work concerns only one wasama. the Arachchi; if more 
than one wasama, the Korala; if more than one korale, the Ratemahatmaya, shall 
have charge of the work.

4. F a ilu re  to L abour.—Every person liable to labour under these rules who shall 
fail to attend for the performance thereof at the time and place mentioned in the 
notice, or to commute therefor, or who, having attended, shall fail to do a full day’s 
work, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding one rupee for every day of such failure.

5. Com m utation of L abour.—Any person may commute the labour due by him 
by paying to the headman calling out the labour, on or before the day fixed by the 
notice for the commencement, of the work, the sum of 33 cents for every day’s labour 
due, and such headman shall give a receipt for every stun of money so paid to 
him.

6. List of people liable to perform  L abour.—A full list of all persons liable to labour 
on communal works under this Ordinance is to be prepared by the Arachchi of each 
wasama and forwarded to the Ratemahatmaya, who is to certify to its correctness 
and forward it to the Kachcheri not later than December 15 of each year. Any 
Arachchi who shall wilfully omit the name of any such person shall be liable to a 
fine.

7. A ra ch ch i's Labour L ist.—The Arachchi shall keep a list of labourers on which 
he shall mark the number of days’ labour performed by each man as it is carried 
out.

8. E xecution of W ork.—In the execution of anypubliework passed under rule 2, if. 
the Committee decides to employ skilled labour, it shall be competent for the Com
mittee to assess the cost of such work and call on the inhabitants of the villages 
interested liable to work to contribute by a cash payment instead of labour due by 
them. The defaulters shall render themselves liable to prosecution jis provided for 
in rule 4.

9. Paths through Paddy Fields.— The proprietors of paddy land shall see that all 
the Gansabhawa paths leading through their paddy lands are not less than three feet 
in breadth. Any person who shall cut such road with intent to reduce its width or 
to deface it shall be deemed to have committed a breach of this rule.
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10. Dam aging Village P roperty.— N o person shall obstruct any village path , 
roa d , r iver, -water-course, lake, or eLi, or tlirougli carelessness or m alice in jure any 
v illage p a th , or road, river, w ater-course, lake, or ela , or oth er v illage property, and 
i i  shall be law ful for the President, on con v iction , to 'o rd e r  any person to  repair 
dam age or rem ove any encroachm ent w ithin  a given tim e, and in  failure thereof 
such person shall be liable to a further fine o f one rupee fo r  every  day  after the given 
tim e during w hich the President’s order rem ains disobeyed.

11. Charge of Village Property.— A ll v illage paths, edandu, am balam s, bridged, 
schoolroom s, court-houses, and all other village properties shall be in  charge o f the 
A rachchi o f the wasam a in which they are situ ated , w ho shall from  tim e to  tim e 
inspect all such properties and all w elb ,sp ou ts, w atering, and bath ing places w ith in  
his w asam a, and subm it to  the Chairman o f the Com m ittee a report on  their state.

12. M arkets, eke.— The boutiques and m arkot p laces, as w ell as the roads and 
drains opposite them , shall be at all tim es kept clean by  tlio  occupant s o f m arket stalls 
and the keepers o f boutiques.

13. N eglect o f D uty by Headmen.— A ll headm an shall keep order and preserve 
cleanliness in  their respective bazaars and m arket places under a penalty o f fine for 
neglect to  d o  so , provided that the B atem ahatm aya alone shall have the pow er to 
prosecute under th is section .'

14. B urial Grounds.— In  places in  w hich , in  the opin ion  o f the Com m ittee, a  public 
burial ground is necessary, a suitable land shall be set'apart for that purpose, and no 
dead bod ies shall be buried or brunt w ith in  the lim its o f such places, except in  the 
ground assigned for the purpose. The Com m ittee shall keep a register in w liich  all 
necessary particulars of such burial grounds shall be entered. N o dead bod y  shall be 
bu ried  at a less depth than six  feet below  the surface o f the ground. The B ate
m ahatm aya m ay, w ith the approval o f the Assistant G overnm ent A gent, order any 
such bu rial or burning ground to  be closed , and after n otice b y  beat o f tom -tom  has 
been given  o f such order, it  shall n ot be  law ful to bury or burp any dead b^d* 
such ground.

Schools.

15. Establishment of Schools.— A t the request b y  p etition  to  th e A ssistant G overn
m ent A gent o f the parents or guardians o f tw enty-five or m ore ch ildren  fo r  the 
establishm ent o f a sch ool, or if  the Com m ittee report to  the A ssistant G overnm ent 
Agent th at a  site has been fixed upon fo r  a sch ool where there is  likelihood o f a  good 
attendance, application  sliall be m ade to  th e D irector o f P u blic In stru ction  fo r  a 
schoolm aster and the necessary furn iture free o f charge to  the villagers.

16. Erection, eke.— If such ap p lication  b e  granted, th e school-house shall be 
erected and kept in  repair as already p rov id ed  fo r  b y  rule 1.

17. Attendance.— The Com m ittee shall fix  the lim its o f the d istrict fo r  each 
sch ool, and all parents and guardians w ith in  that d istrict shall send their children 
betw een seven  and th irteen  years o f age to  the school thus p rovid ed  for  four days at 
least in  each  w eek and for  nine m onths in  each year.

8. Prosecution for ndn-attendance.— The sch ool m aster shall m onthly send to  
tn e K ora la  a  lis t o f all children w ho d o  n ot attend school in  accordance w ith the 
preceding ru le , and the K orala shall cause the A rachchi to  prosecute the parents or 
guardians in  defau lt before the Gansabhawa.

19. Exemption.— The foregoing rules shall n ot apply to  those w ho, in  the opin ion  
o f the P resident or Chairm an o f V illage C ouncil, w ith the sanction  o f the Assistant 
G overnm ent A gen t, have m ade other sa tisfactory..prov ision  fo r  the ed u ca tion 'o f 
their ch ildren .' ]

Lands fob Common Pobposes

-0 . Application.— The Com m ittee shall apply to  the A ssistant G overnm ent 
A gen t fo r  such lands as it  m ay consider requisite for  the pasturage o f cattle or for 
an y oth er com m on purposes, stating the villages for the benefit o f w hich such lands 
are requ ired .

Upkeep.— I f  the lands be required for  pasturage, it  shall be cleared b y  a ll the 
p rop rietors o f  ca ttle  ord in arily  grazing in  such villages, the lia b ility  being in  propor
tion  to  th e num ber o f  cattle over one year old  belonging to  such  proprietors.

22. Land required for any purpose other than Pasturage.— I f th e land  be requ ired 
for  an y  pu rpose oth er than pasturage, the Com m ittee shall arrange fo r  its  m ainten
ance an d p rotection  as provided  b y  rule 1.

23. Prevention of Cattle Trespass.— T o prevent cattle trespass landow ners shall 
fence and w atch  th eir fields and hen and gardens according to  the custom  o f the 
d istrict, and ca ttle  ow ners shall tie  or pen  th eir cattle and bu ffaloes at n igh t, and in  
the day  shall suspend a stick  across the necks o f their w ild  and unruly anim als, or 
yok e them  together in  p a irs ;

24.J; Galas.— AT separate ro o fe d  gala fo r  each  cattle ow ner or  a  roofed  gala in  
com m on for th e owners o f a 'g rou p  o f houses shall, at th e 'd iscretion  o f P residen t, 
VillageTribunal, or Chairman,'V illageC ou n cil, be  pu t up in  everyvillage at a distance 
"  * ■  th an  30 yards from  any dwelling-house. A ll cattle, except buffaloes.



•hall be driven into the gala before n ightfall. A e  gala or galas shall be ereoted
by the cattle ow ner or owners and shall be in  their oharge. The cattle ow ner or 
ow ners shall keep same clean and in  a proper state o f repair. A ny neglect on  the 
part o f any oattle owner to  erect or repair iho gala, or to  drive his ca ttle  in to  the 
gala at n ight, shall be deem ed an offence under th is rule.

25. P igs and Goats.— The ow ners o f p igs and goats shall keep them  properly  
secured so th at th ey  m ay n ot trespass.

26. Tethering on Roadside.— N o person shall allow  any ca ttle  to  be tethered upon  
any cart road or in  such a  m anner as w ill alow  them  to  stray on  the road.

27. Seizure of Cattle for Trespass.— Cattle seized for trespass and n ot claim ed from  
the loca l headm an w ithin  forty-eigh t hours shall be sent to  the P resident, or if  there 
be no President, to  the Chairm an o f the Village Com m ittee, w ho shall take steps to  
advertise the fa ct that the anim al is in  the Gansabhawa. I f i ;  is unclaim ed w ithin 
fourteen  days, the President or Chairm an shall send it to  the K achohori w ith fu ll 
particulars. I t  shall then be sold at pu blic auction , and a proper title  be given  to  the 
purchaser. The proceeds o f the sale, after expenses incurred have been deducted, 
shall be credited to  the Com munal Fund.

28. Possession of diseased A t eat.— N o one shall know ingly sell, or eat, or possess
the flesh o f any anim al that has died  o f sickness, or by  drow ning, or b y  the b ite  o f 
a  snake. '

29. B urial o f A nim als.— The carcases o f all such anim als and o f all anim als 
dying a  natural dea’ h shall be buried by the owners thereof w ithout loss o f tim e. 
The village headm an shall bury unrem ovod carcases o f w hich the ow ners are 
absent or cannot be ascertained. The cost o f such burial w ill bo paid from  Gan
sabhaw a funds, and is recoverable fron i the owners when found.

30. Slaughter of Sheep, Goats, or P igs.— Tt shall not be law ful for any person to  
slaughter sheep, goats, or pigs w ithout previously inform ing the village headm an, 
w ho shall n ot allow  the anim al to  bo slaughtered, unless he is satisfied (1) as to  the 
right o f the person w ishing to  slaughter it, and (2) as to  the fitness o f the anim al for 
slaughter. In  th e absonce o f the village headm an, it shall be com petent for th e 
headm an o f any adjoin ing village, su bject to  the samo conditions, to  allow  th e anim al 
to  be slaughtered.
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BOTJNDABIEi

31. Private Lands.— The boundaries o f all private lands shall be m arked b y  fences, 
ditches, and stones, according to the custom  of the subdivision  in whieh they are 
situated. Such boundaries shall bo pu t up by  tho owners o f the land on  both  sides 
thereof. A ny person ordered by tho Com m ittee to  m ark tho boundary w ho shall 
refuse or neglect to com ply w ith the order shall be liable to  a fine.

32. In ju ry to Boundaries.— N o pprson shall alter, deface, or w ilfu lly injure any 
such boundary, or any ancient boundary m ark, fence, or d ivision .

N tttsaitoes. ;

33. D iseased Persons prohibited from  using Public Bathing-places.— N o persons 
in fected w ith any contagious disoase shall wash them selves or their clothes in  an y ’ 
public bathing-place.

34. B efouling W ells and hilling F ish.— N o person shall befou l a village ela, 
village w ell, or spring o f w ater used for drinking purposes by the inhabitants o f any 
village, or shall attem pt to  k ill fish b y  m oans o f poison or explosion.

. 35. Removal of Trees along P u b lic  Thoroughfares.— Tho Com m ittee m ay, in like 
m anner, d irect the rem oval of any tree dangerous to  the safety o f passengers along 
any public road or street, w ith the oxeeption  of roads iu charge o f the Public W orks 
D epartm ent, tho D istrct R oad Com m ittee, or Local Board.
. 36. D irtying Public Roads.— Persons residing on either side o f a public road 
shall n ot put d irt, rubbish, tim ber, m ats, copra , arocanut, or any other com m o
d ity  in  or upon th e sam e, and they shall n ot keep carts standing on  the road longer 
than is necessary for tho loading or unloading o f the sam e, and shall n ot allow  
children too  young to  take care o f them selves to p lay thoreon unless in  charge o f 
som e com petent person.

37. Pelting Stones at H ouses. <k c .— Pelting stones at houses, draw ing caricatures 
and indecent figures, or w riting insulting expressions on buildings or any conspi
cuous ob ject, or the doing o f any othor acts by w hich the individual is insulted or 
public decency outraged is forbidden .

Genebal. I

38. Disturbing the Public Repose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 
night b y  m aking a noise, singing indecent songs, or by  otherwise raising a disturb
ance. N othing in th is section shall be doom ed to  affoet the existing rights o f the 
people in the m atter o f religious cerem onies and other orderly gatherings.

39. Loitering at Night.— Any person found loitering at night on th e road or 
about the ham let after 9 p.m. w ithout a light shall, if he is unable to give a satis
factory account of him self, bo liable to  fine.
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40. Sale of Unwholesome Food.— N o person shall sell as fo o d  any rotten  or putrid  

m eat or  fish or other articles unfit fo r  hum an food .
41. Possession of Unwholesome Food.— A n y person possessing any rotten  or 

putrid  m eat or fish, w ho shall fa il to  have it buried w hen so d irected  b y  th e headm an 
o f his village, shall be gu ilty  o f a breach o f th is rule.

42. Villages to be kept clean.— The inhabitants o f each  village and house shall 
keep the land in and around it to  a distance o f sixty  yards from  any house clear o f 
all filth  and rubbish and rank vegetation , and the w ork sh all be  apportioned by  the 
A rachchi. A n y one who shall neglect or refuse to  d o  th e  w ork apportioned to  him  
by  the A rachchi shall be liable to  fine.

43. Drunkenness.— N o person shall b e  drunk in  any p u b lic p lace.
44. Abusive Language.— The use o f abusive o r  indecent language to  the annoy

ance o f any person, or for the purpose o f  provok in g  a  breach o f th e  peace, is  forbidden . 
A n y person infringing this rule shall b e  liab le to  fine.
gf 45. Spring Guns and Traps.— N o person shall set an y spring guns o r  traps 
w ithout th e perm ission in  w riting o f th e village headm an. Such perm ission shall 
be  proclaim ed by  th e village headm an b y  beat o f tom -tom , and th e applicant shall 
pay  50 cents for th e expense o f th e proclam ation .

46. Gambling and Cock-fighting.— G am bling and cock -fightin g are prohibited. 
A ny person found gam bling or cock -figh tin g, or abetting them  by  his presence, or 
allow ing his house or land to be used for any such purpose, shall be liable to  fine, 
and to  a further fine n ot exceeding fiv e  rupees a day for^each day the breach o f th is 
rule is continued aftor notice from  th e village headm an to  discontinue it . The 
term  “  gam bling ”  includes “  lotteries.”

47. Cart-racing.— Cart-racing on any pu blic thoroughfare is forbidden . E very 
person infringing this rule shall be liable to a fine.

48. F urious D riving.— K o  person shall furiously or carelessly drive a hackery or 
any other vehicle on a public thoroughfare.

49. Setting F ire to Patanas.— N o person shall w ilfu lly  set fire to  any pataha 
land w ithout perm ission in w riting from  the R atem ahatm aya.

50. Setting F ire to Chena.— W hen a range o f chonas (hen) is cu ltivated  in  com 
m on , no person shall set fire to  it u ntil th e tim e o f firing has been settled by  a 
m ajority  o f the cultivators and n otified  to  the village headm an.

51. Plucking of Green Coffee and Arecanuts prohibited.— N o person, n ot being a 
labourer em ployed on any plantation  w ithin  the m eaning o f O rdinance N o. 9  o f 
1885, shall possess, pluck, sell, or buy green coffee or green arecanuts w ithout 
perm ission in  w riting from  th e R atem ahatm aya.

52. N otices.— A ll notices issued under these rules shall, unless otherw ise specially 
ordered, be  published by beat o f tom -tom , w hich shall be taken as sufficient n otice 
to  all people liable to  labour. P rovided  th at nothing in  th is rule shall prevent tho 
service o f n otice personally or otherw ise.

63. D efacing any m itten  N otice.— A n y person w ilfu lly  destroying or defacing 
any notification  issued by  th o Com m ittee shall be liable to  fine.

54. H ouses to be whitewashed.— A ll villagers shall w hitew ash their houses, either 
w ith m akulu, lim e, or other suitable substance, w henever th ey  receive orders from  
the Com m ittee to do so.

55. D elivery o f Books, due.— W hen any headm an or cattle registrar signs, or is 
rem oved from  office, or dies, ho or his heirs, as the case m ay be, shall deliver a ll his 
registers, books, and office docum ents -to the Com m ittee.

56. H indrance or vexatious Conduct.— N o person shall obstru ct or resist any 
headm an or authorized person in the discharge o f his duties, and n o headm an or 
authorized person shall be gu ilty  o f any negligence or m alicious or vexatious con du ct 
under the foregoing rules.

57. Fish in Tanks.— The fish in a  tank shall be  d iv ided  accord in g  to  th e shares 
o f pangukarayo holding land under th e tank.

58. Kalambola and Charms.— T he putting up o f “  kalam hola ”  or any sim ilar 
charm  to  cause fear or annoyance to  an y  person or persons is forbidden .

59. Attendance on Summons.— E very  person upon w hom  a sum m ons or subpoena 
issued b y  the President or Chairm an shall have been served shall d u ly  a tten d  in  
obed ionce to  such sum m ons or subpoena.

60. Share o f Game.— Tho ow ner o f any land on  which any gam e is killed shall be 
entitled  to  receive a hind quarter o f ev e ry  anim al so k illed. T he A rachchi o f the 
wasam a in w hich any gam o is killed on  Crown Land shall bo en titled  to  tho portion  
called  katupola. This rulo does n ot ap p ly  to  M atale South.

61. Village Tanks.— E v ery  ow ner o f land irrigable b y  a  v illage tank shall be 
liable to  contribute tow ards its repair or m aintenance in labou r a t th e rate o f 1,300 
cu b ic feet o f earthwork for every am unam  o f land ow ned. A n y  person w ho shall 
fa il to  render the labour or special labour due b y  him  a t th e tim e appoin ted  by  th e 
Assistant Governm ent Agent shall be liable to  fine. Specia l labour m ay be called 
ou t b y  order o f the Com mittee or the A ssistant G overnm ent A gen t.

_ . Be peal of former Rules.— These rules supersede all rules h ith erto in fpree in
theJD igtnckofM atale.



The Village Communities’ Ordinance, N o. 24 or 1889.

IT is hereby notified that His Excellency the Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in him 
by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, has been 

pleased to approve of the following rules, which have been made under the provisions of section 16 of 
the said Ordinance by the Village Committee elected by the inhabitants of the subdivision of Matalc 
Pallesiya pattu in the Chief Headman’s division of Matale East, in the District of Mat ale, Central 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. Mi F cJXVLER,

Colombo, February 27, 1907, Acting Colonial Secretary.
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R u les referred  to.

SECTIO N  V I.

Village W orks
1. Construction and U pkeep.— The construction , m aintenance, regu lation , and 

protection  o f v illage w orks m entioned in  section  6 o f Ordinance N o. 24 o f 1889, and 
o f all other w orks for  w hich the inhabitants o f any subdivision  m ay be, b y  any law  at 
present in  force  or hereafter to  be enacted, em powered to  m ake provision , shall be  
effected by  all m ales betw een the ages o f 16 and 55 and n ot exem pt from  perform ing 
labour under the Thoroughfares O rdinance, w ho reside in  villages w hich the Com m it
tee m ay decide under rule 2 to  be interested in  the w ork ; and the Com m ittee shall 
determ ine the num ber o f days’ labour that each person liable shall contribute tow ards 
it , either in  person or b y  substitute or b y  m oney paym ent. P rovided that no person 
shall be required to  labour at a distance greater than seven m iles from  his residence.

2. L iability.— It  shall be the d u ty  o f every headm an to  in form  the President o r  
Chairm an before O ctober 3 each year, or w henever it  is  necessary, th at such and 
such village w orks m entioned in  section  6 o f the V illage Tribunals Ordinance require 
repair. On receiving such in form ation , either from  a headm an or from  any other 
person, the President or Chairm an and the Com m ittee shall make such inquiry as 
they think necessary, and if  they approve o f the w ork shall prepare a list Setting ou t 
the nature o f the w ork and the nam es o f the villages interested in  it , and m ay m ake 
such subsequent alterations in  the list as m ay be deem ed exp ed ien t; and the decision  
o f the Com m ittee as set forth  in  such list or am ended list, if approved b y  the A ssist
ant G overnm ent Agent (to  w hom  it  shall be sent n ot later than Decem ber 31 each 
year), shall be final on  the question  as to  w hat villages are interested. The list o f 
com m unal w orks for the year, w hen approved b y  the Assistant G overnm ent A gent, 
shall be returned to the President or Chairm an and the Com m ittee, w ho shall at once 
decide upon  the dates upon  w hich and w ith in  w hich the various w orks are to  be 
carried out.

3. M anagem ent.— I f the w ork concerns on ly  one wasam a, the A rach eh i; if m ore 
than one wasam a the K orala ; if  m ore than one korale, the R atem ahatm aya, shall 
have charge o f the w ork.

4. Failure to Labour.— E very  person liable to  labour under these rules w ho shall 
fa il to  attend for the perform ance thereof at the tim e and place m entioned in  the 
n otice, o ” to  com m ute th erefor, or w ho, having attended, shall fa il to  do a  fu ll day ’s 
w ork, shall be liab le to  a fine n ot exceeding one rupee for  every day o f such 
failure.

5. Commutation o f Labour.— A ny person m ay com m ute the labour due b y  him  
by  paying to  the headm an calling ou t the labou r, on  or before the day fixed b y  the 
notice for the com m encem ent o f the w ork, the sum  o f 33 cents for every day’s labour 
due, and such headm an shall g ive  a receipt for every sum  o f m oney so paid to  
him .

6. L ist o f people liable to perform  Labour.— A  fu ll list o f all persons liab le to  labour 
on com m unal w orks under th is O rdinance is to  be  prepared b y  the Arachehi o f eiaoh 
wasam a and forw arded to  the Ratem ahatm aya, w ho is to  certify  to  its correctness 
and forw ard it  to  the K aehcheri n ot later than D ecem ber 15 o f each year. A ny 
Arachehi w ho shall w ilfu lly  om it the nam e o f any such person shall be liable to  a fine.

7. Arachehi’s Labour L ist.— The Arachehi shall keep a lis t o f labourers on  w hich 
he shall m ark the num ber o f days’ labour perform ed b y  each m an as it  is 
carried out.

8. Execution o f W ork.— In  the execution  o f any public w ork passed under rule 2 , i f  
the Com m ittee decides to  em ploy sk illed  labour, it  shall be com petent for the Com - 
m 'ttee to  assess the cost o f such w ork  and call on  the inhabitants o f the villages 
interested liable to  w ork to  contribute by  a cash paym ent instead o f labour due b y  
them . The defaulters shall render them selves liable to  prosecution  as provided  for 
in  rule 4.

9. Paths through Paddy Fields.— The proprietors o f paddy land shall see th at a ll 
the Gansabhawa paths leading through their paddy lands are n ot less than  three feet 
in breadth. Any person w ho shall cu t such road w ith  in tent to  reduce its  w idth  'or 
to deface it J m II lie deemed to  have com m itted a  broach o f th is rule.
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10. Damaging^Village' Property.— N o person shall ob stru ct any v illage path , 

roa d , river, w ater-bourse, lak e, or ela , or through carelessness or'l m alice injurej'any 
v illage p a th /o r  road, river,5w ater-course, lake, or ela, or oth er v illage p roperty, and 
it  shall be law fu l for the President, on  con v iction , to  order .any person to  repair 
dam aage, or rem ove any encroachm ent w ith in  a g iven  tim e , and in  failure thereof 
such person shall bo liab le to  a further fine o f one rupee for  every  day  after the given 
tim e during w hich the President’s order rem ains disobeyed .

11. Charge of Village Property.— A ll v illage paths, edandu , am balam s, bridges, 
schoolroom s, court-houses, and all other v illage properties shall be in  charge o f the 
A rachchi o f the wasama in which th ey are situ ated , w ho shall from  tim e to  tim e 
inspect all such properties, and all w ells, sp ou ts, w atering, and bath ing places w ith in  
his w asam a, and subm it to  the Chairm an o f the C om m ittee a  rep ort on  their state.

12. Markets, dbc.— The boutiques and m arket places, as w ell as .the roads and 
drains op p osite them , shall be at all tim es k ept clean  b y  th e occu pan ts o f m arket stalls 
and th e keepers o f boutiques.

13. N eglect of D uty by Headmen.— A ll headm an shall keep order and preserve 
cleanliness in  th eir respective bazaars and m arket p laces under a  pen alty  o f fine for 
neglect to  d o  s o , provided  th at the R atem ahatm aya alone shall have the pow er to  
prosecute under th is section .

14. Burial Grounds.— In  places in  w hich , in  th e op in ion  o f the C om m ittee,.a pu blic 
bu rial ground is  necessary, a su itable land  shall be set apart fo r  th at purpose, and no 
dead bod ies shall be  buried  or burnt w ith in  th e lim its o f such places,, except in  the 
ground assigned for  the purpose. The Com m ittee shall keep a register in  w hich all 
necessary particu lars o f such burial grounds shall be entered. N o dead bod y  shall be 
bu ried  a t a  less depth  than six  feet below  th e surface o f the ground. The R ate
m ahatm aya m ay, w ith  the approval o f th e A ssistant G overnm ent A gen t, order any 
such bu rial or burning ground to  be closed , and after n otice  by  beat o f tom -tom  has 
been g iven  o f  such order, it  shall n ot be  law fu l to  bury or  b u m  any dead bod v  in  
such  ground.

[ ’ " r • Schools. "
15. Establishm ent o f Schools.— A t the request b y  p etition  to  th e A ssistant G overn

m ent A gen t o f  the parents or guardians o f tw enty-five o r  m ore children for  the 
establishm ent o f a  sch ool, or if  the Com m ittee report to  th e A ssistant G overnm ent 
A gent th at a  site  has been fixed upon  fo r  a  sch ool where there is  lik elih ood  o f a good 
attendance, ap p lication  shall be m ade to  th e D irector o f P u blic In stru ction  fo r  a 
schoolm aster and the necessary furn iture free o f charge to  th e villagers.

16. E rection , <&c.— Tf such application  be granted, th e school-house shall be 
erected and kept in  repair as already provided  for  by  rule 1.

17. Attendance.— The Com m ittee shall fix  the lim its o f the d istrict for each 
sch ool, and all parents and guardians w ith in  th at d istrict shall send their children 
betw een seven and thirteen years o f age to  the school thus provided  for four days at 
least in  each w eek and for nine m onths in  each year.

18. P rosecution  for ndn-attendance.— The schoolm aster shall m onthly send to  
the K orala a lis t o f all children w ho do n ot attend school in  accordance w ith the 
preceding ru le , and the K orala shall cause the A rachchi to  prosecute the parents or 
guardians in  defau lt before the Gansabhawa.

19. Exem ption .— The foregoing rules shall n ot apply to  those w ho, in  the opin ion  
o f the P resident or Chairm an o f V illage C ouncil, w ith  the sanction  < f the Assistant 
G overnm ent A gen t, have m ade other satisfactory  provision  fo r  the education  o f 
th Sir children.

Lauds fob  Common P urposes.

20. A pplication .— The Com m ittee shall apply to  th e A ssistant G overnm ent 
A gen t fo r  such lands as it  m ay consider requ isite fo r  the pasturage o f cattle o r  for 
an y oth er com m on purposes, stating the villages for the benefit o f w hich  such lands 
are required.

21. U pkeep .— I f  the lands be required for  pasturage, it  shall be  cleared b y  a ll the 
proprietors o f ca ttle  ord in arily  grazing in  such villages, the lia b ility  being in  propor
tion  to  th e num ber o f cattle over one year o ld  belonging to  such proprietors.

22. Land required for any purpose other than Pasturage.— I f  the land be required 
for any purpose other than pasturage, th e C om m ittee shall arrange for  its m ainten
ance and p rotection  as provided  by  rule 1.

23. P revention  o f Cattle Trespass.— T o preven t cattle trespass landow ners shall 
fence and. w atch  their fields and hen and gardens according to  the custom  o f the 
d istrict, and cattle  ow ners shall tie or pen th eir ca ttle  and bu ffaloes at n igh t, and in  
th e day shall suspend ^  stick  across the necks o f their w ild  and u nruly anim als, or 
yok e them  together in  pairs.

24. Galas.-—A  separate roofed  gala fo r  each cattle ow ner or  a roo fed  gala  in 
com m on for the owners o f a  group o f houses shall, a t the d iscretion  o f P resident, 
V illage T ribunal, or Chairm an, V illage C ouncil, b e  p u t up in  every  v illage a t a  d is
tance o f n ot less than 3d yards from  any dw elling-house. All ca ttle , excep t bu ffaloes.
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shall be driven, into ' the gala before n ightfall. The gala or galas shall be 
erected b y  the cattle ow ner or owners and sh a ll be in  their charge. The cattle  
ow ner or ow ners shall keep the sam e clean and) in ’ a proper state o f repair. A n y 
neglect on  the part o f any cattle ow ner to  erect or repair the gala, or to  drive h is 
cattle in to  the gala at n igh t, shall be deem ed an offenco under th is rule.

25. P igs and Goats.— The owners o f pigs and goats shall keep them  properly  
secured so th at th ey m ay n ot trespass.

26. Tethering on Roadside.— N o person shall allow  any cattle  to  be tetherea upon  
any cart road , or in  such a manner as w ill allow  them  to  stray on  the road.

27. Seizure of Cattle for Trespass.— Cattle seized fo r  trespass and not claim ed from  
the local headm an w ithin  forty-eigh t hours shall be sent to  the P resident, or if  there 
be no President, to  the Chairman o f the V illage Com m ittee, w ho shall take steps to  
advertise the fa ct that the anim al is in  the Gansabhawa. I f  it is unclaim ed w ithin  
fourteen days, the President or Chairm an shall send it. to  the K acheheri w ith  fu ll 
particulars. It shall then be sold at pu blic auction , and a proper title  be given  to  the 
purchaser. The proceeds o f the sale, a fter expenses incurred have been dedu cted, 
shall be credited  to the Com m unal Fund.

28. Possession of diseased M eat.— N o one shall know ingly sell, or eat, or  possess 
the flesh o f any anim al th at has d ied o f sickness, or b y  drow ning, or b y  the b ite  o f 
a snake.

29. Burial of A nim als.— The carcases o f all such anim als and o f all anim als dying 
a natur-d death shall be buried by  the owners thereof w ithout loss of tim e. The 
village headm an shall bury unrem oved carcases o f w hich the owners are absent 
or cannot be ascertained. The cost o f such burial w ill be paid from  Gansabhawa 
funds, and is recoverable from  the ow ners when found.

30. Slaughter o f Sheep, Goats, or P igs .— It  shall n ot be law ful for any person to  
slaughter sheep, goats, or pigs w ithout previously inform ing the village headm an, 
w ho shall n ot allow  the anim al to  be slaughtered, unless he is satisfied (1) as to  the 
right o f the person wishing to  slaughter it, and (2) as to  the fitness o f the anim al for 
slaughter. In  the absence o f the village headm an, i t  shall be com petent for the 
headm an o f any ad join ing village, su bject to  the same conditions, to  allow  th e anim al 
to  be slaughtered.

Bourn) ABIES.

31. Private Lands.—The boundaries of all private lands shall be marked by fences, 
ditches, and stones, according to the custom of the subdivision in which they are 
situated. Such boundaries shall be put up by  the owners of the land on both sides 
thereof. Any person ordered by the Committee to mark the boundary who shall 
refuse or neglect to com ply with the order shall be liable to a fine.

32. In ju ry to Boundaries.— No person shall alter, deface, or wilfully injure any 
such boundary, or any ancient boundary mark, fences or division.

N uisances.

33. D iseased P ersons prohibited from  using Public Bathing-places.—N o persons 
infected with any contagious disease shall wash themselves or their clothes in any 
public bathing-place.

34. Befouling W ells and killing F ish .—No person shall befoul a village ela, 
village well, or spring of water used for drinking purposes by the inhabitants of any 
village, or shall attem pt to  kill fish by means of poison or explosion.

35. Removal o f Trees along Public Thoroughfares.— The Committee m ay, in like 
manner, direct the removal o f any tree dangerous to the safety o f passengers along 
any public road or street, with the exception of roads in charge o f the Public W orks 
Department, the D istrict R oad Committee, or Local Board.
r 36. D irtying P ublic Roads.— Persons residing on either side of a public road 
shall not put dirt, rubbish, tim ber, mats, copra, arecanut, or any other com m odity 
in or upon the same, and they shall not keep carts standing on the road longer 
than is necessary for the loading or unloading of the same, and shall not allow 
children too young to  take care o f themselves to  play thereon unless in charge of 
some com petent person.

37. Pelting Stones at H ouses, die.— Pelting stones at houses, drawing caricatures 
and indecent figures, or . writing insulting expressions on buildings or any conspi
cuous object, or the doing o f any other acts by which the individual is insulted or 
public decency outraged is forbidden. '

G en e r al .

38. D isturbing the Public R epose.— N o person shall disturb th e public repose at 
n ight b y  m aking a  noise, singing indecent songs, or b y  otherw ise raising a disturb
ance. N othing in  th is section  shall be deem ed to  affect the existing rights o f the 
people in  the m atter o f religious cerem onies and other orderly gatherings.

39. w Loitering at N ight.— A n y person found loitering at n ight on  th e road or 
ab ou t'th e  ham let a fter 9 p .m . w ithout a ligh t sh all, if  he is  unable to  g ive a  satis
factory  accoun t o f him self, b e  liable to  fine.



40. Sale of Unwholesome Food.— N o person shall sell as food  an y rotten  or putrid 
,  m eat or fish or other articles un fik for human food .

41. P ossession o f Unwholesome Food.— A ny person possessing ap y  rotten, or 
p u trid  m eat or  fish, w ho shall fail to  have it buried when so d irected  b y  the headm an 
o f h is v illage, shall be gu ilty o f a breach o f th is rule.'

42. Villages to be kept Glean.— The inhabitants o f each village and house shall 
keep the land in and around it to  a distance o f sixty  yards from  any house clear o f 
a ll filth  and rubbish and rank vegetation, and the w ork shall be apportioned by  the 
A rachchi. A n y one w ho shall neglect or refuse to do th e w ork apportioned to  him  
b y  th e A rachchi shall be liable to fine.

43. D runkenness.— N o person shall be drunk in  any p u blic p lace.
44. A busive Language.— The use o f abusive or indecent language to  the annoy

ance o f an y  person, or for the purpose o f provoking a breach  o f th e peace, is forbidden  
A n y person infringing this rule shall be liable to  fine. >

45. Springs Guns and Traps.— N o person shall set any spring guns or traps 
w ithout the perm ission in w riting o f the village headm an. Such perm ission shall 
be proclaim ed b y  the village headm an b y  beat o f tom -tom , an d th e applican t shall 
pay  50 cents for the expense o f the proclam ation .

46. Gambling and Cock-fighting.— G am bling and cock -figh tin g  are proh ibited . 
A n y  person found gam bling or cock -fightin g, or abetting them  b y  his presence, or 
allow ing his house or land to  be used for any such purpose, shall be  liable to  fine, 
and to  a  further fine n ot exceeding five  rupees a day  for each  day  th e breach o f th is 
ru le is  continued after n otice  from  th e village headm an to  discontinue it . The 
term  “  gam bling ”  includes “  lotteries.”

47. Cart-racing.— Cart-racing on  any pu blic thoroughfare is forbidden . E very 
person  infringing th is rule shall be liable to  a  fine.

48. F urious D riving.— N o person shall furiously or carelessly drive a  hackery or 
.any other veh icle on  a pu blic thoroughfare.

49. Setting F ire to Patanas.— N o person shall w ilfu lly  set fire to  an y patana 
land  w ith ou t perm ission in  w riting from  the R atem ahatm aya.

50. Setting F ire to Chena.— W hen a range o f chenas (hen) is cu ltivated in  com 
m on , n o  person  shall set fire to  it  until th e tim e o f firing has been settled  b y  a

. m a jority  o f  th e cu ltivators and notified to  th e village headm an.
51. P lucking of Green Coffee and Arecanuts prohibited.— N o pesron , n ot being a 

labou rer em ployed on  any plantation  w ithin th e m eaning o f O rdinance N o. 9 
o f 1885, shall possess, p luck, sell, or bu y  green coffee or green arecanuts w ithout 

-perm ission in  w riting from  R atem ahatm aya.
52. N otices.— A1 notices issued under these rules shall, unless otherw ise specially

ordered , be  published b y  beat o f lom -tom , w hich shall b e  taken  as sufficient n otice 
to  a ll people liable to  labou r. P rovid ed  th at noth ing in  th is rule shall prevent the 
service o f n otice  personally or otherw ise. ....................

53. D efacing an y w ritten N otice— A n y person w ilfu lly  destroying or defacing 
any n otification  issued by  the Com m ittee shall be  liable to  fine.

54. H ouses to be whitewashed.— A ll villagers shall w hitew ash their houses, either 
w ith m akulu, lim e, or other suitable substance, w henever th ey  receive orders from  
th e C om m ittee to  d o  so.

*  55. D elivery of Books, A c.— W hen any headm an or cattle  registrar signs, or is
rem oved from  office, or dies, he or his heirs, as the case m ay b e , shall deliver all his 
registers, book s, and office docum ents to  the Com m ittee.

56. H indrance or vexatious Conduct.— N o person shall obstru ct or resist any 
headm an or authorized person in  the discharge o f his duties, and n o headm an or 
authorized person shall be guilty o f any negligence or m alicious or vexatious con du ct 
under the foregoing rules.

57. F ish  in  Tanks.— The fish in a tank shall be d ivided according to  th e shares o f 
pangukarayo holding land under the tank.

58. Kalam bola and Charms.— The putting up o f “  kalam bola ”  or any sim ilar 
charm  to  cause fear or annoyance to  any person or persons is forbidden .

59. Attendance on Summons.— E very person, upon w hom  a sum m ons or subpoena 
issued b y  th e P resident or Chairman shall have been served shall du ly  atten d  in  
obed ien ce to  such sum m ons or subpoena.

60. Share o f Game.— The owner o f any land on  w hich any gam e is killed shall be 
en titled  to  receive a hind quarter o f every  anim al so k illed. T he A rach ch i o f the 
w asam a in  w hich  an y gam e is killed on Crown Land shall be en titled  to  th e portion  
called  k atupola. This rule does n ot ap p ly  to  M atale South.

61. Village Tanks.— E very ow ner o f land irrigable b y  a  v illage tank shall be 
liable to  con tribu te tow ards its repair or m aintenance in  labou r a t th e rate o f 1,300 
cubic feet o f earthw ork for every am unam  o f land ow ned. A n y person  w ho shall 
fa il to  render the labour or special labour due by  him  at th e tim e ap poin ted  by  the 
Assistant G overnm ent A gent shall be liable to  fine. Special labou r m ay be called  
ou t b y  oid et o f th e Com m ittee or the A ssistant G overnm ent A gent.
• Reveal o f former Rules.——These rules supersede all rules h ith erto in  fo rce  in  
vn tn e D istrict o f M atale.
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IT is hereby notified that His E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r , in exercise of the powers vested in him  
by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of theExecutive Council, has been 

pleased to approve of the following rules, which have been made under the provisions of section 16 of the 
said Ordinance by the Village Committee elected by the inhabitants of the subdivision of Ambanganga 
korale in the Chief Headman’s division of Matale East, in the District of Matale, Central 
Province, and the same are published for general information. ,
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The Village Communities’ Ordinance, Ho. 24 on 1889.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Colombo, February 27, 1907.

B y  His Excellency’s command,

G. M. F owler, 
Acting Colonial Secretary.

Muves referred  to.

SECTIO N  V I.

Village W orks.

1. Construction and U pkeep. he construction , m aintenance, regulation, and 
protection  o f village w orks m entioned in  section  6 of O rdinance N o. 24 o f 1889, and 
of all other w orks for w hich the inhabitants of any subdivision  m ay b e , b y  any law  at 
present in  force  or hereafter to  be bn acted , em powered to  m ake provision , shall be 
effected b y  all m ales betw een the ages o f 16 and 56 and n ot exem pt from  perform ing 
labour under the Thoroughfares O rdinance, w ho reside in  v illages w hich the Com m it
te e  m ay decide under rule 2 to be interested in  the w ork ; and the Com m ittee shall 
determ ine the num ber o f days’ labour th at each person liab le shall contribute tow ards 
it, either in  person or b y  substitute, or b y  m oney paym ent. P rovided th at no person 
shall be required to  labour at a distance greater than seven m iles from  h is residence.

2. L iability .— It  shall be  the du ty o f every headm an to  in form  the President or 
Chairm an before O ctober 3 each year, or whenever it  is  necessary, th at such and 
such village w orks m entioned in  section  6 o f the V illage Tribunals O rdinance require 
repair. On receiving such in form ation , either from  a headm an or from  any oth er 
person, the President or Chairm an and the Com m ittee shall m ake such inquiry as 
they th ink necessary, and i f  th ey approve o f the w ork shall prepare a list setting ou t 
the nature o f the w ork and th e nam es o f the villages in terested in  it , and m ay m ake 
such subsequent alterations in  the lis t as m ay be deem ed exped ien t; and the decision  
o f the Com m ittee as set forth  in  sucn lis t, or am ended list if  approved b y  the A ssist
ant G overnm ent A gent (to  w hom  it shall be sent n ot later than D ecem ber 31 each 
year), shall be final on  the question  as to  w hat villages are interested. The list o f 
com m unal w orks fo r  the year, w hen approved b y  the A ssistant G overnm ent A gent, 
shall be returned to  the President or Chairm an and the Com m ittee, w ho shall at once 
decide u pon  th e dates upon  w hich and w ithin w hich the various w orks are to  b e  
carried ou t.

3. M anagem ent.— I f  the w ork concerns on ly  one w asam a, th e A rach ch i; i f  m ore 
than one w asam a, th e K ora la ; if  m ore than one korale, the R atem ahatm aya, shah 
have charge o f th e w ork.

4. Failure to Labour.— E very person liable to  labour under these rules w ho shall 
fa il to  attend fo r  th e perform ance thereof at the tim e and place m entioned in  the 
n otice , dr to  com m ute therefor, or  w ho, having attended, shall fa il to  d o  a  fu ll d ay ’s  
w ork, shall be liab le to  a fine n ot exceeding one rupee fo r  every  d ay  o f such failure.

5. Commutation of Labour.— A n y person  m ay com m ute .the labour due b y  h im  
b y  paying to  the headm an calling ou t the labou r, on  or before the day  fixed  b y  the 
n otice fo r  the com m encem ent o f the w ork, the sum  o f  33 cents fo r  every day’s labour 
du e, and such headm an shall g ive a receip t fo r  every sum  o f  m oney so p a id  to  
him .

6. L ist o f people liable to perform  Labour.— A  fu ll list o f a ll persons liab le to  labour 
on  communal w orks under th is O rdinance is  to  be  prepared b y  the A rachchi o f each 
wasam a and forw arded to  the R atem ahatm aya, w ho is to  certify  to  its  correctness 
and forw ard it  to  the K achcheri n ot later than D ecem ber 15 o f each year. A n y 
A rachchi w ho shall w ilfu lly  om it th e nam e o f any such person shall be liable to  a  
fine.

7. Arachchi8 Labour List.— The A rach ch i shall keep a  lis t o f labourers on  w hich 
he shall m ark th e num ber o f days’  labou r perform ed b y  each man' as it  is carried 
out.

8. Execution of Work.— In  the execution  o f any public w ork passed under rule 2, if 
the Com m ittee decides to  em ploy sk illed  la bou r,4 t shall be com petent for  the Com 
m ittee to  assess th e cost o f such w ork  and G allon  the inhabitants o f the villages 
interested lia b le  to  w ork to  contribute b y  a  cash paym ent instead o f labou r due b y  
them . The defaulters shall render them selves liable to  prosecution  as provided fo r  
in  rule 4.

9. Paths through Paddy Fields.— The proprietors o f paddy land shall see that a ll 
th e G ansabhawa paths leading through their paddy lands are n ot less than three feet 
in  breadth. A n y  person w ho shall ca t such road  w ith  in tent to  reduce its  w idth  or 
to  deface it  sh all be deem ed to  have com m itted a  breach o f th is rule.



10. Dam aging Village Property.— N o person shall obstru ct an y village path , 
roa d , river, w ater-course, lake, or e la , or through carelessness o r  m a lice in ju re any 
village p a th , or road , river, w ater-course, lake, or 'e la , o r  other v illa ge  p rop erty , and 
it  shall be  law fu l fo r  the P resident, on  con v iction , to  order an y  person  to  repair 
dam age or rem ove any encroachm ent w ith in  a g iven  tim e, and in  fa ilu re thereof 
such person shall be liable to  a further fine o f on e rupee fo r  every  d a y  a fter tho given 
tim e during w hich the President’s order rem ains disobeyed .'

11. Charge o f Village Property.— A ll v illage path s, edandu, am balam S, bridges, 
schoolroom s, court-houses, and all other v illage properties shall b e  in  charge o f the 
A rachchi o f the wasam a in  which they are situ ated , w ho shall from  tim e to  tim e 
inspect all such properties and all w ells, spouts, w atering, an d bath in g places w ith in  
h is w asam a, and subm it to  the Chairman o f th e Com m ittee a rep ort on  th eir state.

12. M arkets, dkc.— The boutiques and m arket p laces, as w ell as th e roads and 
drains opposite them , shall be at all tim es k ept clean  b y  the occupants o f m arket stalls 
and the keepers o f boutiques.

13. N eglect o f D uty by Headmen.— A ll headm an .shall keep order and preserve 
cleanliness in  their respective bazaars and m arket places under a pen alty  o f  fine for 
neglect to  d o  so , provided  that the R atem ahatm aya alone shall h ave the pow er to  
prosecute under th is section.

14. B urial Grounds.— In  places in  w hich , in  th e opin ion  o f th e Com m ittee, a  public 
burial ground is necessary, a suitable land shall b e  set apart for  that purpose, and n o 
dead bod ies shall be buried or burnt w ith in  th e lim its o i such places, except in  the 
ground assigned for  the purpose. The Com m ittee shall keep a  register in  w hich all 
necessary particu lars o f such bu rial grounds shall be  entered. N o dead b od y  shall be 
bu ried  at a  less depth  than six  feet below  th e surface o f th e ground. The R a te
m ahatm aya m ay, w ith the approval o f the A ssistant G overnm ent A gen t, order any 
such  bu rial or burning ground to  be closed , and after n otice b y  beat o f tom -tom  has 
been  given  o f such order, it  shall n ot b e  law fu l to  bu ry  or b u m  any dead b od y  in  
such  ground.
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Schools.

15. Establishm ent o f Schools.— A t the request b y  p etition  to  the A ssistant G overn
m ent A gent o f th e parents or guardians o f tw en ty-five or  m ore children  for  the 
establishm ent o f a  sch ool, or if  the C om m ittee report to  th e A ssistant G overnm ent 
A gent th at a  site has been fixed upon fo r  a  sch ool w here there is  likelih ood  o f a  good 
attendance, ap p lication  shall be m ade to  th e D irector o f P u blic In stru ction  fo r  a 
schoolm aster and the necessary furn iture free  o f charge to  th e villagers.

16. E rection , <&c.— I f such ap p lication  b e  granted , th e school-house shall be 
erected and kept in  repair as already p rov id ed  fo r  b y  rule 1.

17. Attendance.— The Com m ittee shall fix  th e lim its o f th e d istrict for  each 
sch ool, and all parents and guardians w ith in  th at d istrict shall send their children 
betw een seven and thirteen years o f age to  th e sch ool thus p rovid ed  fo r  fou r days at 
least in  each w eek and for nine m onths in  each year.

,8. Prosecution for non-attendance.— The sch ool m aster shall m onth ly send to  
th e K orala a  list o f all children w ho do n ot attend school in  accordance w ith the 
preceding ru le, and the K orala shall cause the A rachchi to  prosecute the parents or 
guardians in  defau lt before the Gansabhawa.

19. E xem ption .— The foregoing rules shall n ot apply to  those w h o, in  the opinion  
o f the President or Chairm an o f V illage C ouncil, w ith  the sanction  o f th e Assistant 
G overnm ent A gen t, have m ade other sa tisfactory  p rovision  fo r  th e education  of 
their children. *

Lands bob Common P ubposes.

20. A pplication .— The Com m ittee shall apply to the A ssistant G overnm ent 
A gent for such lands as it  m ay consider requ isite for  the pasturage o f cattle or for 
any other com m on purposes, stating the villages for the benefit o f w hich  such lands 
are required.

21. U pkeep .— I f the lands be required for pasturage, it  shall be cleared b y  all the 
p roprietors o f cattle ordinarily grazing in  such villages, the lia b ility  being in  propor
tion  to  the num ber o f cattle over one year old  belonging to  such proprietors.

22. Land required for any purpose other than Pasturage.— I f  the land be requ ired 
for  any purpose other than pasturage, the C om m ittee shall arrange fo r  its  m ainten
ance and p rotection  as provided by  rule 1.

23. P revention o f Cattle Trespass.— T o prevent cattle trespass landow ners shall 
fence and w atch th eir fields and hen and gardens according to  the custom  o f the 
d istrict, and cattle ow ners shall tie  or pen th eir ca ttle  and buffaloes a t n igh t, and in  
th e day shall suspend a stick  across the necks o f th eir w ild  and u nruly anim als, or 
yoke them  together in  pairs

24 Galas.— A  separate roofed  gala for  each ca ttle  ow ner or  a  roofed  gala in
com m on fo r  tho owners o i a  group o f houses sh all, a t th e d iscretion  o f P residen t, 
V dlageT nbuh al, or Chairm an,Village C ouncil, b e  put up in  everyvillage a t a  d istance 
o f noteless than 30 yards from  any dwelling-house. A ll cattle, except buffaloes,



shall be driven  in to the gala before n ightfall. The gala or galas shall be erected 
b y  the oattle ow ner or owners and shall be in  their charge. The cattle ow ner er 
ow ners shall keep same clean and in  a proper state o f repair. • A n y  neglect on  the 
part o f any cattle owner to  erect or repair the gala, or to  drive h is ca ttle  in to the 
gala at n ight, shall be deem ed an offence under th is rule.

25. P igs and Goats,— The ow ners o f pigs and goats shall keep them  properly  
secured so th at th ey m ay n ot trespass.

26. Tethering on Roadside.— N o person shall allow  any cattle  to  be tethered u pon  
any cart road or in  such a manner as w ill alow  them  to  stray on  the road.

27. Seizure of Cattle for Trespass.— Cattle seized for trespass and n ot claim ed from  
the local headm an w ithin  forty-eigh t hours shall be sent to  the P resident, or if  there 
be n o P resident, to  the Chairm an o f th e V illage Com m ittee, w ho shall take steps to  
advertise th e fa ct th at th e anim al is in  the Gansabhawa. I f  i i  is unclaim ed w ithin 
fourteen days, the President or Chairm an shall send it  to  the K achcheri w ith  fu ll 
particulars. I t  shall then be sold at pu blic auction , and a proper title  be given to the 
purchaser. The proceeds o f the sale, after expenses incurred have been deducted, 
shall be credited  to  the Com munal Fund.

28. Possession of diseased Meat.— N o one shall know ingly sell, or eat, or possess 
the flesh o f any anim al th at has d ied  o f sickness, or by  drow ning, or b y  the b ite  o f 
a snake.

29. B u ria l o f A nim als,— The carcases o f all suoh anim als and o f all anim als 
dying a natural death shall be buried by the owners thereof w ithout loss of tim e. 
The v illage headm an shall bury unrem oved carcases o f w hich the owners are 
absent or cannot be ascertained. The cost o f such burial w ill be paid  from  Gan
sabhawa fu nds, and is recoverable from  the owners when fou nd.

30. Slaughter of Sheep, Goats, or P igs .— It  shall not be law ful for any person to  
slaughter sheep, goats, or pigs w ithout previously inform ing the village headm an, 
w ho shall n ot allow  the anim al to  be slaughtered, unless he is satisfied (1) as to  the 
right of the person wishing to  slaughter it, and (2) as to  the fitness o f the anim al for  
slaughter. In  th e absence o f the village headm an, it shall be com petent for the 
headm an o f any adjoin ing village,^subject to  the same conditions, to  allow  the anim al 
to  be slaughtered
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BOUNDARIES.
31. Private Lands.— The boundaries o f all private lands shall be  m arked b y  fences, 

ditches, and stones, according to the custom  o f the subdivision  in  w hich they are 
situated. Such boundaries shall be pu t up by  th e owners o f the land on  both  sides 
thereof. A ny person ordered by  th e Com m ittee to  m ark th e boundary w ho shall 
refuse or neglect to  com ply w ith the order shall be liable to  a  fine.

32. In ju ry to Boundaries.— N o person shall alter, d eface, or w ilfu lly in jure any 
such boundary, or any ancient boundary m ark, fence, or division .

-  N u is a n c e s .

33. D isea sed  P e rso n s  prohibited  fro m  u sin g  P ublic Bathing-places.— N o persons
infected w ith any contagious disease shall wash them selves or their clothes in  any 
public bathing-place. .

34. B efou lin g  W ells  a n d ' killing P is h .— N o person shall befou l a village ela, 
village w ell, or spring o f w ater used for drinking purposes by  the inhabitants o f any 
village, or shall attem pt to  k ill fish by  means o f poison or explosion.

35. R em ov a l o f  T rees  along P u b lic  T horoughfares.— The Com m ittee m ay, in  like 
m anner, d irect the rem oval o f any tree dangerous to  the sa fety o f passengers along 
any public road or street, w ith the exception  o f roads in  charge o f the P ublic W orks 
D epartm ent, the D istrct R oad  Com m ittee, or L ocal Board.

36. D irtying P ublic Roads.— Persons residing on either side o f a public road 
shall n ot pu t d irt, rubbish, tim ber, m ats, copra , arecanut, or any other com m o
dity  in  or upon th e sam e, and they shall n ot keep carts standing on  the road longer 
than is necessary for  the loading or unloading o f the sam e, and shall n ot allow  
children too  young to  take care o f them selves to p lay thereon unless in  eharge o f 
som e com petent person.

37. Pelting Stones at H ouses, <Ssc.— P elting stones a t houses, drawing caricatures 
and indecent figures, or w riting insulting expressions on  buildings or any conspi
cuous o b je ct, or the doing o f any other acts b y  w hich the individual is insulted or 
public decency outraged is forbidden . •

• G e n e r a l .

38. Disturbing the P ublic R epose.— N o person shall disturb th e public repose at 
night by  m aking a noise, singing indecent songs, or b y  otherw ise raising a disturb
ance. N othing in  th is section shall be deem ed to  affect the existing rights o f the 
people in  the m atter o f religious cerem onies and other orderly gatherings

39. Loitering at N ig h t.— A ny person found loitering at n ight on  the road or 
about the ham let after 9 p .m . w ithout a ligh t shall, if he is unable to give a satis
factory  account o f him self, be liable to fine.

*



40. Sale of Unwholesome Food.-—N o person shall sell as food  any rotten  or  putrid  
m eat or fish or other articles unfit for human food.

41. Possession of Unwholesome Food.—Any person possessing an y Totten or 
putrid m eat or fish, who shall fa il to  have it buried when so directed b y  th e  headm an 
o f his village, shall be guilty o f a breach of this rule.

42. Villages to he kept clean.— The inhabitants o f each village and house shall 
keep th e land in and around it to  a  distance o f sixty yards from  any h ouse clear o f 
all filth  and rubbish and rank vegetation, and the w ork shall be ap p ortion ed  b y  th e 
A rachchi. A ny one who shall neglect or refuse to  d o  the w ork ap portion ed  to  him  
b y  the A rachchi shall be liable to fine.

43. Drunkenness.— N o person shall be drunk in  an y public place.
44. Abusive Language.— The use o f abusive or indipcent language t o  th e  annoy

ance o f any person, or for the purpose o f provoking a breach  o f the peace, is  forbidden . 
A ny person infringing this rule shall be liable to  fine. ' .

45. Spring Guns and Traps.— N o person shall set any\spring guns or  traps 
w ithout th e perm ission in  w riting o f the village headm an. SU ŝh perm ission shall 
be  proclaim ed b y  the village headm an b y  beat o f tom -tom , and tlje  ap p lican t shall 
pay 50 cents for the expense o f the proclam ation. \

46. Gambling and Cock-fighting.— G am bling and cock -fightin g a r^ p roh ib ited -
A ny person found gam bling or cock -fightin g, or abetting them  b y  his presence, or 
allow ing his house or land to  be used for  any such purpose, shall be liabfeyto fine, 
and to  a  further fine n ot exceeding five rupees a day for  each  d ay  the.breachS^f th is 
rule is  continued after n otice from  th e village headm an to  d iscontinue it. \The 
term  “  gam bling ”  includes “  lotteries.”  \

47. Cart-racing.— Cart-racing on  any pu blic thoroughfare is forb idden . Every!
person infringing this rule shall be liable to  a fine. '

48. Furious Driving.— N o person shall furiously or carelessly drive, a  hackery or 
any other vehicle on a  public thoroughfare.

49. Setting Fire t o  Patanas.— N o person shall w ilfu lly  set fire to  an y  patana 
land w ithout perm ission in  w riting from  th e R atem ahatm aya.

50. Setting Fire to Chena.— W hen a range o f chenas (hen) is cu ltiv a ted  in  com 
m on , n o person shall set fire to  it  until th e tim e o f firing has been  settled  by  a 
m ajority  o f the cultivators and notified  to  th e village headm an.

51. Plucking of Green Coffee and Arecanuts prohibited.— N o person , n o t being a 
labourer em ployed on  any plantation  w ithin  the m eaning o f O rdinance N o. 9 o f 
1885, shall possess, p luck, sell, or buy green coffee or green arecanuts w ithout 
perm ission in writing from  the Ratem ahatm aya.

52. Notices.— A ll notices issued under these rules shall, unless otherw ise specially 
ordered, be published by  beat o f tom -tom , w hich shall be taken as sufficient notice 
to  all people liable to  labour. P rovided th at nothing in  th is rule shall prevent the 
service o f notice personally or otherw ise.

53. Defacing any written Notice.— A n y person w ilfu lly  destroying o r  defacing 
any notification  issued b y  the Com m ittee shall be liable to  fine.

54. Houses to be whitewashed.— A ll villagers shall whitew ash their houses, either 
w ith m akulu, lim e, or other suitable substance, w henever th ey receive orders from  
th e Com m ittee to  do so.

55. Delivery of Books, Ate.— W hen any headm an or cattle registrar signs, or is 
rem oved from  office, or dies, he or his heirs, as th e case m ay be, shall deliver all his 
registers, books, and office docum ents to  the Com m ittee.

56. Hindrance or vexatious Conduct.— N o person shall obstru ct or resist any 
headm an or authorized person in  the discharge o f his duties, and n o headm an or 
authorized person shall be guilty o f any negligence or m alicious or vexatiou s conduct' 
under th e foregoing rules.

57. Fish in Tanks.— The fish in  a tank shall be d ivided accord in g  to  th e  shares 
o f pangukarayo holding land under the tank.

58. Kalam bola and Charms.— T he putting up o f “  kalam bola ”  or an y  sim ilar 
charm  to  cause fear or annoyance to  any person or persons fa forbidden .

59. Attendance on Summons.— E very person upon whom  a sum m ons or subpoena 
issued b y  the President or Chairman shall have been served shall d u ly  atten d  in 
obedience to  such summons or subpoena.

60. Share of Game.— The owner o f any land on  w hich any gam e is k illed  shall be 
entitled to  receive a hind quarter o f every anim al so killed. T h e A rach ch i o f th e 
wasama in  w hich any gam e fa killed on  Crown Land shall be en titled  to  th e  portion  
called katupola. This rule does n ot apply to M atale South.

61. Village Tanks.— E very ow ner o f land irrigable b y  a v illage ta n k  shall be 
liable to  contribute towards its repair or m aintenance in  labour at th e  ra te  o f 1,300 
cubic feet o f earthwork for every am unam o f land ow ned. A n y person  w ho shall 
fail to  render the labour or special labour due by  him at the tim e ap p oin ted  by  the 
Assistant Government Agent shall be liable to  fine. Special labou r m ay b e  called 
out by  order of the Com mittee or the Assistant G overnm ent A gent.

62. Repeal of former Buies.— These rules supersede all rules h ith erto in  force  in 
the D istrict o f Matale.

# '  '

t '
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The Village Communities’ Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889.

IT  is hereby notified that H is E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r , in exercise of the powers vested in him 
by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, has been 

pleased to approve of the following rules, which have been made under the provisions of section 16 of 
the said Ordinance by the Village Committee elected by the inhabitants of the subdivision of Laggala 
Udasiya pattu in the Chief Headman’s division of Matale East, in the District of Matale, Central 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, G. M. F o w l e r ,
Colombo, February 27, 1907. ‘ Acting Colonial Secretary.
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R u les referred  to.

SECTIO N  V I.

Village W orks

1. Construction and Upkeep.— The construction , m aintenance, regulation , and 
protection  o f v illage w orks m entioned in  section  6 o f O rdinance N o. 24 o f 1889, and 
o f all other w orks for  w hich the inhabitants o f any subdivision  m ay be, b y  any law  at 
present in  force  or hereafter to  be enacted, em powered to  m ake p rovision , shall be 
effected b y  all m ales betw een the ages o f 16 and 55 and n ot exem pt from  perform ing 
labour under the Thoroughfares O rdinance, w ho reside in  villages w hich  the Com m it
tee m ay decide under rule 2 to be interested in  the w ork ; and the Com m ittee shall 
determ ine the num ber o f days’ labour th at each person liable shall contribute tow ards' 
it , either in  person or b y  substitute o r  b y  m oney paym ent. P rovided that no person 
shall be required to  labour at a distance greater than seven m iles from  his residence.

2. Liability.— It shall be  the d u ty  o f every headm an to  in form  the President or
Chairm an before O ctober 3 each year, or w henever it  is necessary, th at such and 
such village w orks m entioned in  section  6 o f the V illage Tribunals O rdinance require 
repair. On receiving such in form ation , either from  a headm an or from  any other 
person, the President or Chairm an and the Com m ittee shall m ake such inquiry as 
they think necessary, and if they approve o f the w ork shall prepare a list setting ou t 
the nature o f the w ork and the nam es o f the villages interested in  it , and m ay m ake 
such subsequent alterations in  the list as m ay be deem ed exp ed ien t; and the decision 
o f the Com m ittee as set forth  in  such lis t or am ended lis t, if  approved b y  the Assist
ant G overnm ent Agent (to  w hom  it  shall be sent n ot later than D ecem ber 31 each 
year), shall be final on  the question as to  w hat villages are interested. The list o f 
com m unal w orks for the year, w hen approved b y  the A ssistant G overnm ent A gent, 
shall be returned to the President or Chairm an and the Com m ittee, w ho shall at once 
decide upon  the dates upon  w hich  and w ith in  w hich  the various w orks are to  be 
carried out. «

3. M anagem ent.— I f the w ork concerns on ly  one w asam a, th e A raehehi; if  m ore 
than one wasam a, the K orala ; i f  m ore than one korale, th e R atem ahatm aya, shall 
have charge o f the w ork.

4. Failure to Labour.— E very person liab le to  labour under these rules w ho shall 
fa il to  attend for the perform ance th ereof at th e tim e and place m entioned in  the 
n otice , or to  com m ute th erefor,'or w h o, having attended, shall fa il to  d o  a  fu ll day ’s 
w ork, shall be  lia b le  to  a  fine n ot exceeding one rupee fo r  every day o f such 
failure.

5. Commutation o f Labour.— A n y person m ay com m ute th e labour due b y  him  
b y  paying to  the headm an calling ou t the labou r, on  or before the day  fixed  b y  the 
n otice for  th e com m encem ent o f the w ork, the sum o f 33 cents for  every day ’s labour 
due, and such headm an shall g ive  a receip t fo r  every sum  o f m oney so paid  to  
him .

6. L ist o f people liable to perform  Labour.— A  fu ll lis t o f a ll persons lia b le  to  labour 
on  com m unal w orks under th is O rdinance is  to  be  prepared b y  the Araehehi o f each 
wasama and forw arded to  the Ratem ahatm aya, w ho is to  certify  to  its correctness 
and forw ard it  to  the K achcheri n ot later than D ecem ber 15 o f each year. A n y 
Araehehi w ho shall w ilfu lly  om it th e nam e o f any such person shall be liable to  a fine.

7. Araehehi''8 Labour L ist.— The Araehehi shall keep a lis t o f labourers on  w hich 
he shall m ark the num ber o f days’ labour ^perform ed b y  each m an as it  is 
carried out.

8. E xecution of W ork.— In  the execution  o f any pu blic w ork passed under rule 2 , i f  
the Com m ittee decides to  em ploy sk illed  labou r, it  shall be  com petent for  the Com 
m ittee to  assess the cost o f such w ork and call on  the inhabitants o f  the villages 
interested liab le to  w ork to contribute b y  a  cash paym ent instead o f labour due b y  
them . The defaulters shall render them selves liable to  prosecution  as provided for 
in  rule 4.

9. Paths through Paddy Fields.— The proprietors o f paddy land  shall see th at a ll 
the Gansabbawa paths leading through their paddy lands are n ot less than three feet 
in  breadth. Any person w ho shall cu t such road w ith  in ten t to  reduce its w idth or 
to  defaoe it  shall be deemed to have com m itted a breach o f th is rule.



10. Damaging Village Property.—No person, shall obstruct any village path, 
road, river .water-course, lake, oraela, or through carelessness or malice injure any 
village path, or road, river, water-course, lake, or ela, or other village property, and 
it shall be lawful for the President, on conviction, to order .any person to repair 
damaage, or remove any encroachment within a given time, and in failure thereof 
such person shall be liable to a further fine of one rupee for every day after the given 
time during which the President’s order remains disobeyed.

11. Charge of V illage Property.—All village paths, edandu, ambalams, bridges, 
schoolrooms, court-houses, and all other ̂ village properties shall be in charge of the 
Arachchi of the wasama in which they are situated, who shall from time to time 
inspect all such properties, and all wells, spouts, watering, and bathing places'within 
his wasama, and submit to the Chairman of the Committee a report on their state.

12. Markets, <bc.—The boutiques and market places, as well as the roads and 
drains opposite them, shall be at all times kept clean by the occupants of market stalls 
and the keepers of boutiques.

13. N eglect o f Duty by H eadm en.—All headman shall keep order and preserve 
cleanliness in their respective bazaars and market places under a penalty of fine for 
neglect to do so, provided that the Ratemahatmaya alone shall have the power to 
prosecute under this section.

14. Burial Grounds.—In places in which, intheopinion of the Committee, a public 
burial ground is necessary, a suitable land shall be set apart for that purpose, and no 
dead bodies shall be buried or burnt within the limits of such places, except in the 
ground assigned for the purpose. The Committee shall keep a register in which all 
necessary particulars of such burial grounds shall be entered. No dead body shall be 
buried at a less depth than six feet below the surface of the ground. The Rate
mahatmaya may, with the approval of the Assistant Government Agent, order any 
such burial or burning ground to be closed, and after notice by beat of tom-tom has 
been given of such order, it shall not be lawful to bury or burn any dead body in 
such ground.
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' ' Schools.

15. Establishm ent of Schools.— A t the request by  petition  to  the A ssistant G overn
m ent A gen t o f the parents or guardians o f tw enty-five or m ore children for the 
establishm ent o f a sch ool, or if  the Com m ittee report to  the A ssistant G overnm ent 
Agent th at a  site has been fixed  upon  fo r  a  sch ool where there is  lik elih ood  o f a good 
attendance, application  shall be m ade to  th e D irector o f P u blic In stru ction  for a 
schoolm aster and the necessary furn iture free o f charge to  the villagers.

16. E rection, dkc.— I f such ap p lication  be  granted, the school-house shall be  
erected and kept in  repair as already p rov id ed  fo r  b y  rule 1.

17. Attendance.— The Com m ittee shall fix  th e lim its o f th e d istrict fo r  each 
sch ool, and all parents and guardians w ith in  th at d istrict shall send their children 
betw een seven  and th irteen  years o f age to  th e school thus provided  fo r  fou r days at 
least in  each w eek ancl fo r  nine m onths in  each  year.

18. Prosecution for non-attendance.— T h e schoolm aster shall m onthly send to  
the K orala a  lis t o f all children  w ho do n ot attend sch ool in  accordance w ith  the 
preceding ru le , and th e K orala shall cause the A rachchi to  -prosecute the parents or 
guardians in  defau lt before the Gansabhawa.

19. E xem ption .— The foregoing rules shall n ot apply to  those w ho, in  the opin ion  
o f the P resident or Chairm an o f V illage C ouncil, w ith  the sanction  < f  the A ssistant 
G overnm ent A gen t, have m ade other satisfactory  provision  fo r  the education  o f 
their children .

Lands fob. Common Purposes.

20. A pplication .— The Com m ittee shall apply to  the A ssistant G overnm ent 
Agent for  such lauds as it  m ay consider requ isite for the pasturage o f cattle o r  for 
any other com m on purposes, stating the villages for  the benefit o f w hich such lands 
are requ ired .-

21. U pkeep .— I f  the lands be required fo r  pasturage, it  shall be cleared b y  all the 
proprietors o f cattle ordinarily  grazing in  such villages, the lia b ility  being in  propor
tion  to  the num ber o f cattle ovfcr one year o ld  belonging to  such proprietors.

22. Land required for any purpose other than Pasturage.— I f  th e lan d  be  required 
for any purpose other than pasturage, the Com m ittee shall arrange fo r  its  m ainten
ance and protection  as provided  b y  rule 1.

23. Prevention of Cattle Trespass.— T o prevent cattle trespass landow ners shall 
fence and w atch  their fields and hen and gardens according to  th e custom  o f the 
district, and cattle owners shall tie  or pen th eir cattle and bu ffaloes a t n igh t, and in  
the day shall suspend a stick  across the necks o f their w ild  and u nruly anim als, or 
yoke them  together in  pairs.
\ 24. Galas.— A  separate roofed  gala for  each cattle ow ner or a roofed  gala in 
com m on for the owners o f a group of houses shall, at the d iscretion  o f P resident, 
Village Tribunal, or Chairm an, V illage C ouncil, be pu t u p  in  every  v illage at a d is
tance o f n o t lees than 30 yards from  any dw elling-house. .A ll ca ttle , excep t bu ffaloes,
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shall be driven in to the gala before n ightfall. The gala or galas shall be 
erected by  the cattle owner or owners and shall be In  their charge. The cattle 
ow ner or ow ners shall keep the sam e clean andjj in ’ a proper state o f repair. A ny 
neglect on  the part o f any cattle ow ner to  erect or repair the gala, or  to  d rive h is 
cattle in to the gala at n igh t, shall be deem ed an offence under th is rule.

25. P igs and Goats.— The owners o f p igs and goats shall keep them  properly 
secured so th at th ey m ay not trespass.

26. Tethering on Roadside.— N o person shall allow  any cattle to  be tethered upon 
any cart road , or in  such a manner as w ill allow  them  to  stray on  th e road.

27. Seizure of Cattle for Trespass.— Cattle seized for trespass and n ot claim edfrom  
the local headm an w ith in  forty-eigh t hours shall be sent to the P resident, or if  there 
be n o President, to  the Chairman o f the V illage Com m ittee, w ho shall take steps to  
advertise the fa ct th at the anim al is in  the Gansabhawa. I f  it is unclaim ed w ithin 
fourteen days, the President or Chairm an shall send it to  the K achcheri w ith  fu ll 
particulars. I t  shall then be sold at public au ction , and a  proper title  be given  to  the 
purchaser. The proceeds o f the sale, after expenses incurred have been deducted, 
shall be credited  to  the Com m unal Fund.

28. Possession of diseased M eat.— N o one shall know ingly sell, or eat, or possess 
the flesh o f any anim al th at has d ied  o f sickness, dr by  drow ning, or b y  the b ite  o f 
a snake.

29. Burial of A nim als.— The carcases o f all such anim als and o f all anim als dying 
a natural death shall be buried by  the ow ners thereof w ithout loss o f tim e. The 
village headm an shall bu ry  unrem oved carcases o f w hich the owners are absent 
or cannot be ascertained. The cost o f such burial w ill be paid from  Gansabhawa 
funds, and is recoverable from  the owners w hen found.
f 30. Slaughter of Sheep, Goats, or P igs.— I t  shall n ot be law ful fo r  any person to  
slaughter sheep, goats, or pigs w ithout previously inform ing the village headm an, 
w ho shall n ot allow  the anim al to  be  slaughtered, unless he is satisfied (1) as t o  th e 
right o f the person w ishing to  slaughter it , and (2) as to  th e fitness o f the anim al for 
slaughter. In  the absence o f the village headm an, it  shall be com petent fo r  the 
headm an o f any ad join ing v illage, su bject to  th e sam e conditions, to  allow  th e anim al 
to  be slaughtered.

BOUND ABIES. '

31. Private Lands.— The boundaries o f all private lands shall be m arked by  fences, 
ditches, and stones, according to  th e custom  o f the subdivision  in  w hich th ey  sure 
situated. Such boundaries shall be put up b y  the owners o f the land on  both  sides 
thereof. A n y person ordered b y  the Com m ittee to  m ark the boundary w ho shall 
refuse or neglect to  com ply w ith  th e order shall be liable to  a fine.

32. In ju ry to Boundaries.— N o person shall alter, deface, or w ilfu lly  in jure any 
such boundary, or any ancient boundary m ark, fences or division .

N u is a n c e s .

33. D iseased Persons prohibited from  using PubKo Bathing-places.— N o persons 
in fected w ith any contagious disease shall wash them selves or their clothes in  any 
public bathing-place.

34. Befouling W ells and hilling P ish .— N o person shall befou l a village ela, 
v illage w ell, or spring o f w ater used for drinking purposes b y  the inhabitants o f any 
village, or shall attem pt to  k ill fish b y  m eans o f poison or explosion.

35. Removal of Trees along P ublic Thoroughfares.— The Com m ittee m ay, in  like 
m anner, d irect the rem oval o f any tree dangerous to the safety o f passengers along 
any publio road or street, w ith the exception  o f roads in oharge o f th e P ublic W orks 
D epartm ent, the D istrict R oad  Com m ittee, or L ocal B oard.

36. D irtying P ublic Roads.— Persons residing on  either side o f a public road 
shall n ot put d irt, rubbish, tim ber, m ats, copra , arecanut, or any other com m odity 
in  or upon the sam e, and they shall n ot keep carts standing on  the road longer 
than is necessary for the loading or'u n load in g  o f the sam e, and shall n ot allow ' 
children too young to  take care o f them selves to  play thereon unless in charge of 
som e com petent person.

37. Pelting Stones at H om es, die.— P elting stones at houses, draw ing caricatures ■ 
and indecent figures, or w riting insulting expressions on  buildings or any conspi- • 
cuous ob ject, or the doing o f any other acts b y  w hich the individual is insulted or 
public decency outraged is forbidden .

Genebad.
38. D isturbing the P ublic'R epose.— N o person shall disturb the public repose at 

n ight b y  m aking a noise, singing indecent songs, or by  otherwise raising a disturb
ance. N othing in this section  shall be deem ed to  affect the existing rights o f the 
people in  the m atter o f religious cerem onies and other orderly gatherings.

39. Loitering at N ight.— A ny person fou nd loitering a t night on  th e road  or 
about the ham let after 9 p .m . w ithout a ligh t shall, if he is unable to  give a satis
factory account of himself, be liable to  fine.



40. Sale o f Unwholesome Food,—N o person shall sell as food  any rotten  or putrid 
. m eat or fish or other articles unfit for hum an food .

41. Possession of Unwholesome Food,— A n y person possessing any rotten  or 
putrid m eat or fish, w ho shall fa il to  have it buried  w hen so d irected  b y  th e headm an 
o f h is v illage, shall be gu ilty  o f a  breach o f  th is rule.

42. Villages to be kept Glean.— The in habitan ts o f  each  v illage an d house shall 
keep th e land in  and around it  to  a  d istance o f  six ty  yard s from  any house clear o f 
all filth  and rubbish and rank vegetation , and the w ork shall be  apportion ed  b y  the 
A rachchi. A n y  one w ho shall neglect o r  refuse Jo d o  th e  w ork  apportioned to  him  
by  th e A rachchi shall be  liable to  fine.

43. D runkenness.— N o person shall b e  drunk in  an y  p u b lic place.
44. A busive Language.— The use o f  abu sive or in decent language to  th e annoy

ance o f any person, or for the purpose o f  p rovok in g  a breach  o f the peace, is forbidden  
A ny person infringing this rule shall be  liab le to  fine.

45. Springs Guns and Traps.— N o person  shall set any spring guns or  traps 
w ithout the perm ission in  w riting o f th e v illage headm an. Such perm ission shall 
be proclaim ed b y  the village headm an b y  bea t o f tom -tom , and the ap p lican t shall 
pay 50 cents for  th e expense o f th e proclam ation .

46. Gambling and Cock-fighting',— G am bling and cock -figh tin g  are proh ibited . 
A ny person found gam bling or cock -fightin g, or abetting them  b y  his presence, or 
allow ing his house or land to  be  used for any such purpose, shall be  liable to  fine, 
and to  a further fine n ot exceeding five rupees a day for  each  day th e breach  o f this 
rule is continued after n otice from  th e  village headm an to  discontinue it. The 
term  “  gam bling ”  includes “  lotteries.”

47. Cart-racing.— Cart-racing on  any pu blic thoroughfare is forb idden . E v ery  
person infringing th is rule shall be liable to  a fine.

48. Furious D riving.— N o person shall furiously or carelessly drive a  hackery or 
any other vehicle on  a public thoroughfare.
. 49. Setting F ire to Patanas.— N o person shall w ilfu lly set fire to  any patana 
land w ithout perm ission in  w riting from  the Ratem ahatm aya.

50. Setting F ire to Ohena.— W hen a range o f chenas (hen) is cu ltivated in  com 
m on, n o person shall set fire to  it until the tim e o f firing has been settled  b y  a 
m ajority  o f th e cultivators and notified  to  th e village headm an.

51. Plucking of Green Coffee and A recanuts prohibited.— N o pesron , n ot being a 
labourer em ployed on any plantation  w ithin th e m eaning o f O rdinance N o. 9 

'o f 1885, shall possess, pluck, sell, or bu y  green coffee or green arecanuts w ithout 
perm ission in  w riting from  Ratem ahatm aya.

52. N otices.— A1 notices issued under these rules sh all, unless otherw isespecially 
ordered, be  published b y  beat o f tom -tom , w hich  shall b e  taken  as sufficient notice 
to  a ll people liable to  labour. P rovid ed  th at noth ing in  th is rule shall prevent the 
service o f n otice  personally or otherw ise.

53. D efacing any written N otice.— A n y person w ilfu lly  destroying or defacing 
any n otifica tion  issued b y  the Com m ittee shall be liable to  fine.

54. H ouses to be whitewashed.— A ll villagers shall w hitew ash their houses, either 
w ith  m akulu, lim e, or other suitable substance, w henever th ey  receive orders from  
th e C om m ittee to  d o  so.
Si 55. D elivery of Books, <&c.— W hen any headm an or cattle registrar signs, or is 
rem oved from  office, or dies, he or his heirs, as the case m ay be, shall deliver all his 
registers, book s, and office docum ents to  the Com m ittee.
’ 56. H indrance or vexatious Conduct.— N o person shall obstruct or resist any 
headm an or authorized person in  th e discharge o f his duties, and n o headm an or 
authorized person shall be gu ilty o f an y  negligence o r  m alicious o r  vexation* con du ct 
under th e foregoing rules.
p  67. F ish  in  Tanks.— The fish in  a tank  shall be d ivided  according to  th e shares o f 
pangukarayo holding land under the tank . -
• 58. Kalam bola and Charms.— The putting up o f “  kalam bola ”  or any sim ilar 
charm  to  cause fear or annoyance to  any person or persons is forbidden .

59. A ttendance on Summons.— E very person, upon  w hom  a sum m ons or subpoena 
issued b y  th e President or Chairm an shall have been served shall du ly  atten d  in  
obed ien ce to  such  sum m ons or subpoena.

60. Share o f Game.— The ow ner o f an y land on  w hich any gam e is killed shall be 
en titled  to  receive a hind quarter o f every  anim al so k illed. T he A rach ch i o f the 
w asam a in  w hich  an y gam e is killed on  Crown Land shall be en titled  to  th e portion  
called  k atu pola . This rule does n ot a p p ly  to M atale South.

61. V illage Tanks.— E very ow ner o f land irrigable b y  a v illage tank shall be 
liable to  con tribu te tow ards its repair or m aintenance in  labour a t th e  rate o f 1,300 
cubic feet o f earthw ork' fo r  every  am unam  o f land ow ned. A n y  person  w ho shall 
fa il to  render th e labour o r  special labour due by  him  a t th e tim e ap poin ted  b y  the 
Assistant G overnm ent A gent shall be liab le to  fine. Special labou r m ay b e  called  
out b y  older o f th e Com m ittee or th e A ssistant G overnm ent A gent.

62. Repeal of former Hides.— These rules supersede a ll rules h ith erto in  fo rce  in 
in  th e D istrict o f M atale. j  '
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The ViUjAge Communities’ Ordinance, N o . 24 oe 1889.

IT is hereby notified that H is Excellence the Govebnob, in exercise of the powers vested in him 
by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Counoil, has been 

pleased to approve of the following rules, which have been made under the provisions of section 16 of the 
said Ordinance by the Village Committee elected by the inhabitants of the subdivision of Laggala 
Pallesiya pattu in the Chief Headman’ s division of Matale East, in the District ofM atale, Central 
Province, and the same are published for general information.
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Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Colombo, February 27, 1907.

B y His Excellency’s command,

G. M. Fowleb,
#  Acting Colonial Secretary.

Blues referred to.

SECTIO N  V I.

Village Wobks.
1. Construction and U pkeep.— The construction , m aintenance, regulation , and 

protection  of.v illage w orks m entioned in  section  6 o f Ordinance N o. 24 o f 1889, and 
o f all other w orks for w hich the inhabitants o f any subdivision  m ay be, b y  any law at 
present in  force  or hereafter to  be enacted, em powered to m ake provision , shall be 
effected b y  all m ales betw een the ages o f 16 and 65 and n ot exem pt from  perform ing 
labour under the Thoroughfares O rdinance, who reside in  villages w hich the Com m it
tee m ay decide under rule 2 to be interested in  the w ork ; and the Com m ittee shall 
determ ine the num ber o f days’ labour th at each person liable shall contribute tow ards 
it , either in  person or b y  su bstitu te, or b y  m oney paym ent. P rovided that no person 
shall be required to  labour at a distance greater than seven m iles from  his residence.

2. L iability.— I t  shall be the du ty o f every headm an to  in form  the President or 
Chairm an before O ctober 3 each year, or w henever it  is necessary, th at such and 
such village w orks m entioned in  seotion  6 o f the V illage Tribunals O rdinance require 
repair. On receiving such in form ation , either from  a headm an or from  any other 
person, the President or Chairm an and the Com m ittee shall m ake such inquiry as 
they think necessary, and if they approve o f the w ork shall prepare a list setting ou t 
the nature o f the w ork and the nam es o f the villages interested in  it , and m ay m ake 
such subsequent alterations in  the list as m ay be deem ed exped ien t; and the decision  
o f the Com m ittee as set forth  in  sucn lis t, or am ended list if  approved b y  the A ssist
ant G overnm ent Agent (to  whom  it shall be sent n ot later than D ecem ber 31 each 
year), shall be final on  the question as to  what villages are interested. The list o f  
com m unal w orks for the year, w hen approved b y  the Assistant G overnm ent A gent, 
shall be returned to the President or Chairm an and the Com m ittee, w ho shall a t once 
decide upon the dates upon  w hich and w ithin w hich the various w orks are to  be 
carried out.

3. Management.— I f the w ork concerns on ly  one wasam a, the A rach ch i; i f  m ore 
than on e w asam a, the K ora la ; if  m ore than one korale, the R atem ahatm aya, shall 
have charge o f the w ork.

4. Failure to Labour.— E very person lia b le  to  labour under these rules w ho shall 
fa il to  attend fo r  the perform ance thereof at the tim e and place m entioned in  the 
n otice , or to  com m ute th erefor, or w h o, having attended, shall fa il to  do a fu ll day ’s  
w ork, shall be  liab le to  a fine n ot exceeding one rupee for  every day o f such failure.

6. Commutation of Labour.— A n y person m ay com m ute the labour due b y  him  
b y  paying to  the headm an calling ou t the labou r, on  or  before th e day fixed  b y  the 
n otice  for  th e com m encem ent o f th e w ork , th e sum  o f 33 cents for  every day’s  labour 
du e, and such headm an shall g ive a  receip t fo r  every sum  o f m oney so paid  to  
him .

6. List o f people liable to perform Labour.— A  fu ll lis t o f a ll persons liab le to  labour 
on  communal w orks under th is O rdinance is  to  be prepared b y  the A rachchi o f each 
wasam a and forw arded to  the R atem ahatm aya, w ho is to  certify  to  its correctness 
and forw ard it  to  the K achcheri n ot later than D ecem ber 16 o f each year. A n y  
A rachchi w ho shall w ilfu lly  om it th e nam e o f an y such person shall be liable to  a 
fine.

7. Arachchi?* Labour List.— The A rach ch i shall keep a  lis t o f labourers on  w hich 
he shall m ark the num ber o f days’  labou r perform ed b y  each  m an as it  is carried 
out.

8. Execution of Work.— In  the execution  o f an y public w ork passed under rule 2, if 
ih e  Com m ittee decides to  em ploy sk illed  labou r,‘ it  shall b e  com petent fo r  the Com 
m ittee to  assess'the cost o f such w ork  and c a llb n  the inhabitants o f the villages 
interested liab le to  w ork to  contribute b y  a  cash^paym ent instead o f labour due b y  
them . The defaulters shall render them selves liable to  prosecution  as provided for  
in  rule 4.

9. Paths through Paddy Fields.— The proprietors o f paddy land shall see th at all 
the G ansabhawa paths leading through their paddy.lands are n ot less than three feet 
in  breadth. A n y person w ho shall ca t such road  w ith  intent to  reduce its w idth or 
to  deface it  shall be  deem ed to  have com m itted a breach o f th is rule.
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10. Damaging Village Property.— JSfo person shall obstru ct an y village path , 
road , river, •water-course, lake, or ela , or through carelessness o r  m a lice in ju re any 
village pa th , or road , river, w ater-course, lak e, or e la , or oth er v illage p rop erty , and 
it  shall be  law ful for the President, on  con v iction , to  order an y  person  to  repair 
dam age or rem ove any encroachm ent w ith in  a  g iven  tim e , and in  fa ilu re th ereof 
such person shall be liable to  a further fine o f on e rupee fo r  ev ery  d a y  a lter  th e given  
tim e during w hich  the President’s  order rem ains d isobeyed .

11. Charge o f Village Property.— A ll v illage p ath s, edandu , am balam s, bridges, 
schoolroom s, court-houses, and all other v illage properties shall be  in  charge o f the 
Araehchi o f the wasam a in  w hich th ey are situ ated , w ho sh all fro m  tim e to  tim e 
inspect all such properties and all w alls,spou ts, w atering, and bath in g  places w ith in  
his wasam a, and subm it the Chairm an o f th e C om m ittee a  rep ort o n  th eir state.

12. M arkets, <fcc.—-The boutiques and m arket p laces, as w ell as th e  roads and 
drains opposite them , shall b e  at all tim es k ep t clean  b y  the occu pan ts o f m arket stalls 
and the keepers o f boutiques.

13. Neglect o f D uty by Headmen.— A ll headm an shall keep order and preserve 
cleanliness in  th eir respective bazaars and m arket places under a  pen alty  o f fine for  
neglect to  d o  so , provided that the R atem ahatm aya alone shall have th e pow er to  
prosecute under th is section.

14. Burial Grounds.— In  places in  w hich , in  th e op in ion  o f the C om m ittee, a p u b lic
burial ground is necessary, a suitable land shall be set apart fo r  that purpose, and no 
dead bodies shall be buried or burnt w ith in  the lim its o f such p laces, excep t in  th e 
(ground assigned for  the purpose. The C om m ittee shall keep a register in  w hich all 
necessary particulars o f such burial grounds shall b e  entered. N o dead b od y  shall be 
buried at a  less depth  than six  feet below  the surface o f th e ground. T he R a te
m ahatm aya m ay, w ith the approval o f the A ssistant G overnm ent A gen t, order any 
such burial or burning ground to  be  closed , and after n otice b y  bea t o f tom -tom  has 
been  given o f such order, it  shall n ot he law fu l to  bu ry or b u m  any dead b o d y  in  
such ground. * '  ~ -

Schools.

15. Establishm ent o f Schools.— A t th e request b y  p etition  to  the A ssistant G overn
m ent A gent o f the parents or guardians o f tw en ty -five jor m ore ch ildren  lo r  the 
establishm ent o f a sch ool, or if  th e Com m ittee report to  the-A ssistant G overnm ent 
Agent th at a site has been fixed upon  fo r  a  sch ool -yhere there is  lik elih ood  o f a  good  
attendance, application  shall be m ade to  th e D irector o f P u blic In stru ction  fo r  a 
schoolm aster and the necessary furn iture free  o f charge to  th e villagers.

16. ' E rection, <&c.— I f such ap p lication  b e  granted, th e sch ool-hou se shall be 
erected and kept in  repair as already p rov id ed  fo r  b y  rule 1.

17. Attendance.— The Com m ittee shall fix  th e lim its o f th e d istrict fo r  each 
sch ool, and all parents and guardians w ith in  th at d istrict shall send th eir children 

- betw een seven and thirteen years o f age to  th e sch ool thus p rovid ed  for  fou r days at 
least in  each  w eek and for  nine m onths in  each  year.

'.8. Prosecution for non-attendance.— The sch ool m aster shall m onth ly send to  
tn e K orala a list o f all children w ho do n ot attend school in  accordance w ith  the 
preceding ru le, and the K orala shall cause the A rachohi to  prosecute the parents or 
guardians in  default before the Gansabhawa.

19. Exem ption .— The foregoing rules shall n ot apply to  those w h o, in  the opin ion  
o f the President or Chairm an o f V illage C ouncil, w ith  the sanction  o f the Assistant 
G overnm ent A gen t, have m ade other sa tisfactory  provision  for  the education  o f 
their children.

Lauds bob  Common P ubfoses.

20. A pplication .— The Com m ittee shall apply  to  the A ssistant G overnm ent 
A gent for such lands as it  m ay consider requ isite for the pasturage o f cattle or lor 
any other com m on purposes, stating the villages fo r  the benefit o f  w hich such lands 
are required.
1 121. U pkeep.— I f  the lands be required fo r  pasturage, it  shall be cleared b y  a ll the 
p roprietors o f ca ttle  ordinarily grazing in  such villages, the lia b ility  bein g  in  propor
tion  to  th e num ber o f cattle over one year old  belonging to  snch proprietors.

22. Zand required fo r  any purpose other than Pasturage.— I f  the land be  requ ired 
fo r  an y  purpose oth er than pasturage, the Com m ittee shall arrange fo r  its  m ainten
ance and p rotection  as p rovided  b y  rule 1.

23. Prevention o f Cattle Trespass.— T o preven t cattle trespass' landow ners sh all 
fence and w atch  th eir fields and hen and gardens according vto th e cu stom ’ o f the 
d istrict, and cattlo ow ners shall tie  or pen th eir ca ttle  and buffaloes a t n igh t, and in  
th e day shall suspend a  stick  across the n ecks o f their w ild and u nruly anim als, or 
yoke them  together in  pa irs;, ■.
: 24 Galas.— A  separate roofed  gala fo r  eacti cattle ow ner or a  roofed  gala in
eom xaon fo r  th e ow ners o f a  group o f houses sh all, a t the d iscretion  o f P residen t, 
V illage T ribunal, or Chairm an,V illage C ouncil, b e  p u t up in  ovoryvillage a t a  d istance 
o f n ot,lees than 30 yards from  any dw elling-houae. A ll ca ttle , ex cep t b uffaloe s ,



(  6 3  ).

■hall be driven into the gala before nightfall. The gala or galas shall be erected 
by  the cattle owner or owners and shall be in their oharge. The cattle owner or 
owners shall keep same dean and in a proper state o f repair. A ny neglect on  the 
part of any cattle owner to  erect or repair the gala, or to drive his cattle into the 
gala at night, shall be deemed an offence under this rule.

25. P igs and Goats.— The owners o f pigs and goats shall keep them properly 
secured so that they may not trespass.

26. Tethering on Roadside.— N o person shall allow  any cattle  to  be tethered u pon  
any cart road  or in  such a  m anner as w ill alow  them  to  stray on  the road.
‘ 27. Seizure o f Cattle for Trespass.— Cattle seized for trespass and n ot claim ed from  
the loca l headm an w ithin  forty-eigh t hours shall be sent to  the P resident, o r  if  there ‘  
be no P resident, to  the Chairm an o f the V illage Com m ittee, w ho shall take steps to  
advertise the fa ct that the anim al is in  the Gansabhawa. I f  it  is unclaim ed w ithin 
fourteen  days, the President or Chairm an shall send it  to  the K achcheri w ith fu ll 
particulars. I t  shall then be sold  at pu blic auction , and a proper title  be given  to  the 
purchaser. The proceeds o f the sale, after expenses incurred have been deducted, 
shall be credited to  the Com m unal Fund.

28. Possession o f diseased M eat.— N o one shall know ingly sell, o r  eat, or possess 
the flesh o f any anim al th at has died  o f sickness, or b y  drow ning, or b y  the b ite  o f  
a snake.

29. B uria l o f A nim als.— The carcases o f a ll sueh anim als and o f a ll.an im als 
dying a natural death shall be buried by  the ow ners th ereof w ithout loss o f tame. 
The village headm an shall bury unrem oved carcases o f w hich th e ow ners are 
absent or cannot be ascertained. The cost o f such burial w ill be pa id  from  Gan
sabhawa fu nds, and is recoverable from  the ow ners w hen fou nd.

30. Slaughter of Sheep, Goats, or P igs.— It  shall n ot be law ful for  any person to  
slaughter sheep, goats, or pigs w ithout previously inform ing the village headm an, 
w ho shall n ot allow  the anim al to  be slaughtered, unless he is satisfied (1) as to  th e 
right o f the person w ishing to  slaughter it, and (2) as to  the fitness o f th e anim al for  
slaughter. In  the absence o f the village headm an, it  shall be  com petent for  th e 
headm an o f any adjoin ing village, su bject to  the sam e condition s, to  allow  the anim al 
to  be slaughtered! » •.- ■

- ■ B oundaries.

31. Private Lands.— The boundaries of all private lands shall be m arked b y  fences, 
ditches, and stones, according to the custom  o f the subdivision  in  w hich th ey are 
situated. Such boundaries shall be pu t up b y  the owners o f the land on  both  sides 
thereof. A n y person ordered by  th e Com m ittee to  m ark the boundary w ho-shall 
refuse or neglect to  com ply w ith the order shall be liable to  a fine.

32. In ju ry to Boundaries.— N o person shall alter, d eface, or ■wilfully injure any 
such boundary, or any ancient boundary m ark, fence, or d ivision ,

: N otsahces.

33. D iseased Persons prohibited from  using P M iclB ath in g-p laces .— N o persons 
in fected w ith an y contagious disease shall wash them selves or their clothes in  any 
public bathing-place.

34. B efouling W ells and killing F ish .— N o person shall befou l a  village ela , 
v illage w ell, or spring o f w ater used for  drinking purposes b y  the inhabitants o f any 
village, or shall attem pt to  k ill fish b y  m eans o f poison or explosion.

35. Rem oval o f Trees along P ublic Thoroughfares.— Th© Com m ittee m ay, in  like 
manner, d irect the rem oval o f any tree dangerous to  the sa fety  o f passengers along 
any public road  or street, w ith the exception  o f roads in charge o f the Public W orks 
D epartm ent, th e D istrct R oad  Com m ittee, or L ocal Board,

36. D irtying P tiblie Roads.— P ersons residing on either side o f a  public road 
shall n ot pu t d irt, rubbish, tim ber, m ats, copra , arecanut, or any other com m o
d ity  in  or upon  th e sam e, and th ey shall n ot keep carts standing on  th e road longer 
than is necessary for  th e loading or unloading o f th e sam e, and shall n ot allow  
children to o  youn g to  take care o f them selves to p lay thereon unless in  charge o f 
som e com petent person.

37. Pelting Stones at H ouses, dec.— P elting stones a t houses, draw ing caricatures 
and indecent figures, or w riting insulting expressions on  buildings or any conspi
cuous o b je ct, or the doing o f any other acts b y  w hich th e individual is insulted or 
public decency outraged is forbidden .

Genebau . , ]

38. Disturbing the P ublic R epose.— N o person shall disturb th e pu blic repose a t 
n ight b y  m aking a noise, singing indecent songs, or b y  otherw ise raising a disturb
ance. N othing in  th is section  shall be  deem ed to  a ffect the existing rights o f the 
people in  th e m atter o f religious cerem onies and other orderly gatherings,

39. Loitering at N ight.— A ny person found loitering a t night on  th e road or 
about the ham let after 9 p .m . w ithout a light shall, if he is unable to  give a  satis
factory  account of him self, be liable to  fine,
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4 0 . ' Sale of Unwholesome Food.— N o person shall sell as fo o d  an y rotten  or putrid 
m eat or fish or other articles unfit for  hum an food .

41. Possession o f Unwholesome Food.— A n y  person  possessing an y  rotten  or 
putrid m eat or fish, w ho shall fa il to  have it  bu ried  w hen so  d irected  b y  th e headm an 
o f his village, shall be gu ilty  o f a  breach o f th is rule.

42. Villages to be kept clean.— The inhabitants o f each  v illage and house shall 
keep the land in  and around it to  a distance o f s ix ty  yards from  an y  house clear o f 
all filth  and rubbish and rank vegetation, an d th e w ork  shall b e  ap portion ed  b y  th e 
A rachchi. A n y one w ho shall neglect or  refuse to  d o  th e  w ork  ap portion ed  to  him  
b y  the A rachchi shall be liable to  fine.

43. Drunkenness.— N o person shall b e  drunk in  an y  p u b lic p lace.
44. Abusive Language.— The use o f abu sive or  in decen t language t o  th e annoy

ance o f any person, or for the purpose o f p rovok in g  a breach  o f th e peace, is  forbidden . 
A ny person infringing this rule shall be liab le to  fine.

45. Spring Guns and Traps.— N o person  shall set any spring guns or traps 
w ithout th e perm ission in  w riting o f th e v illage headm an. Such perm ission shall 
be proclaim ed by  the village headm an b y  beat o f tom -tom , and th e applican t shall 
pay 50 cents for the expense o f th e proclam ation . ,

46. Gambling and Cock-fighting.— G am bling and cock -figh tin g  are proh ibited . 
A n y person found gam bling or cock -figh tin g , or abetting them  b y  his presence, or 
allow ing his house or land to be used fo r  any such purpose, shall be liable to  fine, 
and to  a further fine n ot exceeding five rupees a day  for  each day  th e breach o f th is 
rule is continued after notice from  th e village headm an to  discontinue it. T he 
term  “  gam bling ”  includes “  lotteries.”

*47. Cart-racing.— Cart-racing on  any p u blic thoroughfare is  forbidden . E very 
person infringing th is rule shall be liable to  a fine.

48. F urious D riving.— N o person shall furiously or carelessly drive a  hackery or 
any other vehicle on  a public thoroughfare.

49. Setting F ire to Patanas.— N o person shall w ilfu lly  set fire to  any patana 
land w ithout perm ission in  w riting from  th e Ratem ahatm aya.

50. Setting F ire to Chena.— W hen a range o f chenas (hen) is cu ltivated  in  com 
m on, no person shall set fire to  it  until th e tim e o f firing has been settled  b y  a 
m ajority o f the cu ltivators and n otified  to  th e v illage headm an.

51. Plucking of Green Coffee and A recanuts prohibited.— N o person , n ot being a 
labourer em ployed on  any plantation  w ith in  th e m eaning o f O rdinance N o. 9 o f 
1885, shall possess,, p lu ck , sell, or bu y  green coffee or green arecanuts w ithout 
perm ission in  w riting from  the R atem ahatm aya.
i 52. N otices.— A ll notices issued under these rules shall, unless otherw ise specially 
ordered, be  published by  beat o f tom -tom , w hich  shall be  taken  as sufficient notice 
to  all people liable to  labour. P rovided  th at n oth ing in  th is rule Shall prevent th e 
service o f n otice personaUy or otherw ise.

53. D efacing any written N otice.— A n y person w ilfu lly  destroying or defacing 
any n otification  issued b y  the Com m ittee shall be liable to  fine.

54. H ouses to be whitewashed.— A ll villagers shall whitew ash their houses, either 
w ith m akulu, lim e, or other suitable substance, w henever th ey  receive orders from  
the Com m ittee to  do so.

55. D elivery of Books, dec.— W hen any headm an or cattle registrar signs, or is 
rem oved from  office, or dies, he or his heirs, as th e case m ay be, shall deliver all his 
registers, books, and office docum ents to  the Com m ittee.

56. H indrance or vexatious Conduct.— N o person shall obstru ct o r  resist any 
headm an or authorized person in  the discharge o f h is duties, and n o headm an or 
authorized person shall be gu ilty o f any negligence o r  m alicious o r  vexatiou s con du ct 
under th e foregoing rules.

57. F ish  in  Tanks.— The fish in  a tank  shall be d ivided  accord ing to  th e  shares 
o f pangukarayo holding land under the tank.

58. Kalatnbola and Charms.— The pu ttin g  up o f “  kalam bola ”  or any sim ilar 
charm  to  cause fear or annoyance to  any person or persons is forbidden .

59. Attendance on Summons.— E very person upon  w hom  a sum m ons or subpcena 
issued b y  th e President or Chairm an shall have been served shall d u ly  atten d  in 
obedience to  such sum m ons or subpcena.

60. Share o f Game.— The ow ner o f any land on  w hich any gam e is k illed  shall be 
entitled to  receive a hind quarter o f every  anim al so k illed. T h e A rach ch i o f th e 
wasama in  w hich any game is killed on  Crow n Land shall be en titled  to  th e portion  
called katupola. This rule does n ot ap p ly  to  M atale South.

61. Village Tanks.— E very ow ner o f land irrigable b y  a v illage tan k  shall be 
liable to  contribute tow ards its repair or m aintenance in  labour a t th e ra te  o f 1,300 
cubic feet of earthwork for every am unam  o f land ow ned. A n y  person  w ho shall 
fa il to  render the labour or special labour due b y  him  a t th e tim e ap poin ted  b y  th e 
Assistant Governm ent Agent shall be  liab le to  fine. Special labou r m ay b e  called  
ou t by  order o f the Committee or the Assistant G overnm ent A gent.

62. Repeal of former Rules.— These rules supersede all rules h ith erto in force  in 
th e D istrict o f M atale.
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IT  is hereby notified that H is E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r , in exercise of the powers vested in him 
by section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, has been 

pleased to approve of the following rules, which have been made under the provisions of section 16 of 
the said Ordinance by the Village Committee elected by the inhabitants of the subdivision of Gangala 
Udasiya pattu in the Chief Headman’s division of Matale East, in the Distriot of Matale, Central 
Province, and the same are published for general information.

By His Excellency’s  command,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, ,  G. M. F o w l e r ,
Colombo, February 27, 1907. Acting Colonial Secretary.

T h u  V i l l a g e  Commitnities’ Ordinance, N o . 2 4  of 1 8 8 9 .

■Rules referred  to.

SECTIO N  V I.

Village W orks

1. Construction and U pkeep.— The construction , m aintenance, regulation , and 
protection  o f v illage w orks m entioned in  section  6 o f Ordinance N o. 24 o f 1889, and 
o f all other w orks fo r  w hich the inhabitants of any subdivision  m ay be, b y  any law  at 
present in  force or hereafter to  be enacted, em powered to  m ake provision , shall be  
effected by  all m ales betw een th e ages o f 16 and 56 and n ot exem pt from  perform ing - 
labour under the Thoroughfares O rdinance, w ho reside in  villages w hich th e C om m it; 
tee m ay decide under rule 2 to  be interested in  the w ork ; and the Com m ittee shall 
determ ine the num ber o f days’ labour th at each person liable shall contribute tow ards 
it , either in  person or b y  substitute or b y  m oney paym ent. P rovided that no person 
shall be required to  labour a t a  distance greater than seven m iles from  his residence.

2. L iability.— It  shall be thestluty o f every headm an to  in form  th e President or 
Chairm an before O ctober 3 each year, or w henever it  is  necessary, th at such and 
such village w orks m entioned in  section  6 o f the V illage Tribunals O rdinance require 
repair. On receivin g such in form ation , either from  a headm an or from  any other 
person, the President or Chairm an and the Com m ittee shall m ake such in qu iry  as 
they th ink necessary, and if th ey approve o f the w ork shall prepare a list setting ou t 
the nature o f the w ork and the nam es o f the villages interested in  it , and m ay m ake 
such subsequent alterations in  the list as m ay be deem ed exp ed ien t; and the decision 
o f the Com m ittee as set forth  in  such list or am ended lis t, if  approved b y  the Assist
ant G overnm ent Agent (to w hom  it  shall be sent n ot later than D ecem ber 31 each 
year), shall be final on  the question as to  w hat villages are interested. The list o f 
com m unal w orks for  the year, when approved b y  the Assistant G overnm ent A gent, 
shall be returned to  the President or Chairm an and the C om m ittee, w ho shall a t once 
decide upon  the dates upon  w hich and w ith in  w hich the various w orks are to  be 
carried out.

3. M anagem ent.— If the w ork concerns on ly one wasam a, the A rach ch i; if  m ore
than one wasam a, the K orala ; i f  m ore than one korale, the Ratem ahatm aya, shall 
have charge o f the w ork. .

4. Failure to Labour.— E very person liable to  labour under these rules w ho shall 
fa il to  attend for  the perform ance th ereof a t the tim e and place m entioned in  the 
n otice, or to  com m ute th erefor, or w ho, having attended, shall fa il to  do a  fu ll day’s 
w ork, shall be lia b le  to  a fine n ot exceeding one rupee for  every day  o f such 
failure.

5. Commutation of Labour.— A n y person m ay com m ute the labour due b y  him  
by  paying to  the headm an calling ou t the labour, on  or before the day fixed b y  the 
notice for the com m encem ent o f the w ork , the sum  o f 33 cents for every day ’s labour 
due, and such headm an shall give a reoeipt for every sum  o f m oney so paid to 
him.

6. L ist o f people liable to perform  Labour.— A  fu ll list o f all persons lia b le  to  labour 
on  com m unal w orks under th is O rdinance is to  be prepared b y  the A rachchi o f each 
wasama and forw arded to  the R atem ahatm aya, w ho is to  certify  to  its correctness 
and forw ard it  to  the K achcheri n ot later than Deoem ber 15 o f each year. _ Any 
A rachchi w ho shall w ilfu lly  om it the nam e o f any such person shall be liable to  a  fine.

7. Arachchi’ s Labour L ist.— The A rachchi shall keep a list o f labourers on  w hich 
he shall m ark the num ber o f days’ labour perform ed b y  each m an as it  is 
carried out.

8. E xecution o f W ork.— In  the execution  o f any pu blic w ork passed under rule 2, if  
the Com m ittee decides to  em ploy sk illed  labour, it  shall be com petent fo r  the Com
m ittee to  assess th e cost o f such w ork and call on  the inhabitants o f the villages 
interested liable to  w ork to contribute b y  a  cash paym ent instead o f labour due by  
them . T he defaulters shall render them selves liable to  prosecution  as provided  for 
in  rule 4.

9. Paths through Paddy Fields.— The proprietors of paddy land shall see that all 
the Gansabhawa paths leading through their paddy lands are not less than three feet 
in breadth. A ny person who shall cut such road with intent to reduce its width or 
to deface it  shall be doomed to have committed a breach o f this rule.



T 10. Damaging Village P roperty-—No person shall obstruct any village path, 
road, river, w atercourse, lake, o rc la , or through carelessness or m alice injure any 
village patb ,'orroad, river, w atercourse, lake, or ela, or other village property, and 
it  shall, be lawful for the President, on  conviction , to  order jany person to repair 
damaage, or remove any encroachment within a given tim e, and in  failure thereof 
such person shall bo liable to a further fine o f one rupee for every day after the given 
tim e during which the President’s order remains disobeyed.

11. Charge o f Village Property.—A ll village paths,' edandu, ambalams, bridges, 
schoolroom s, court-houses, and all other’ village properties shall be in  charge o f the 
Arachchi o f the wasama in  which they are situated, w ho shall from  tim e to  time 
inspect all such properties, and all w ells, spouts, w atering, and bathing places within 
his wasama, and submit to the .Chairman o f the Committee a report on  their state.

12. M arkets, S o .—The boutiques and m arket places, as well as the roads and 
drains opposite them, shall be at all tim es kept clean by  the occupants o f market stalls 
and the keepers o f boutiques.

IS. Neglect of D uty by H eadm en.— A ll headman shall keep order and preserve 
cleanliness in  their respective bazaars and market places under a penalty o f fine for 
neglect to  do so , provided that the Ratem ahatmaya alone shall have the power to 
prosecute under this section.

14. Burial Grounds.—In  places in w hich, intheopinion  o f the Committee, a  public 
burial ground is necessary, a suitable land shall be set apart for that purpose, and no 
dead bodies shall be buried or burnt within the lim its o f such places, except in  the 
ground assigned for the purpose. The Committee shall keep a register in  which all 
necessary particulars o f such burial grounds shall be entered. No dead body shall be 
buried at a less depth than six feet below  the surface o f the ground. The Rate- 
mahatmaya m ay, with the approval o f the Assistant Government Agent, order any 
such burial or burning ground to be closed, and after notice b y  beat o f tom -tom  has 
been given o f such order, itshall not be lawful to bury or bum  any dead body in 
such ground.
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r  ' Schools.

15. Establishment of Schools.— A t th e request b y  p etition  to  th e A ssistant G overn
m ent A gent o f the parents or guardians o f tw enty-five o r  m ore children  fo r  the

/. establishm ent o f a sch ool, or if  the Com m ittee report to  th e A ssistant G overnm ent 
Agent that a  site has been fixed  upon  fo r  a  sch ool w here there is lik elih ood  o f a  good 
attendance, application  shall be  m ade to  th e D irector o f  P u blic In stru ction  for  a 
schoolm aster and the necessary furn iture free o f charge to  th e villagers.

16. E rection , dec.— I f such application  b e  granted, th e school-house shall be 
erected and kept in  repair as already p rovid ed  for by  rule I.

17. Attendance.— The Com m ittee shall fix  the lim its o f th e d istrict fo r  each 
sch ool, and a ll parents and guardians w ith in  that d istrict shall send their children 
betw een seven and thirteen years o f age to  th e school thus provided  fo r  fou r days at 
least in  each w eek and for  nine m onths in  each  year.

18. Prosecution for non-attendance.— The schoolm aster shall m onthly send to  
the K orala a  list o f all children w ho .do n ot attend sch ool in  accordance w ith  the 
preceding ru le , and the K orala shall cause the A rachchi to  'prosecute the parents or 
guardians in  default before th e G ansabhaw a.'

19. Exem ption .— The foregoing rules shall n ot apply to  those w ho, in  the opin ion  
o f the President or Chairm an o f V illage C ouncil, w ith  the sanction  < f  the A ssistant 
G overnm ent A gent, have m ade other satisfactory  p rovision  fo r  th e education  o f 
their children.

Lands tor Common Purposes.

20. A pplication .— The Com m ittee shall apply to  th e A ssistant G overnm ent 
A gent fo r  such lands as it  m ay consider requ isite fo r  th e pasturage o f  ca ttle  o r  for 
any oth er com m on purposes, stating th e villages for the benefit o f  w hich  such lands 
are required.

21. U pkeep .— I f the lands be required for pasturage, it  shall be  cleared b y  all the 
proprietors o f cattle ord in arily  grazing in  such villages, the lia b ility  being in  propor
tion  to  th e num ber o f cattle over one year old  belonging to  such proprietors.

22. Land required for any purpose other than Pasturage.— I f  th e  lan d  be  required 
for  an y purpose other than pasturage, th e C om m ittee shall arrange fo r  its  m ainten
ance and protection  as p rovid ed  b y  rule 1.

23. Prevention of Cattle Trespass.— T o  prevent cattle  trespass landow ners shall 
fence and w atch their fields and hen and gardens accord ing  to  the custom  o f the 
d istrict, and cattle owners shall tie  or pen  th eir cattle and bu ffaloes at n igh t, and in 
the day Shall suspend a stick  across the necks o f th eir w ild  and unruly anim als, or 
yoke them  together in. pairs.

24. Galas.— A  separate, roofed  gala fo r  each  ca ttle  ow ner or  a  roo fed  gala in  
ow w nw nfor th e ow n ersof a  group o f houses shall, a t th e d iscretion  o f  P resident, 
Village Tribunal, or Chairm an, V illage C ouncil, be pu t u p  ir  every  v illa ge at a d is
tance o f n ot leas than 30 yards from  any dw elling-house. A llca ttle , excep t buffaloes,
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shall be driven  in to the gala before n igh tfa ll. The gala o r  galas shall be 
erected b y  the cattle ow ner or ow ners and shall be  in  their charge. T he cattle 
ow ner or ow ners shall keep the sam e clean a n d jin 'a  proper state o f repair. A n y 
neglect on  the part o f an y cattle ow ner to  erect o r  Repair the gala , o r  to. d riv e  h is 
cattle in to  th e gala at n igh t, shall be  deem ed an offence under th is rule.

25. P igs and Goats.— The owners o f p igs and goats shall keep them  properly  
secured so that th ey m ay not trespass.

26. Tethering on Roadside.— N o person shall allow  any cattle to  be tethered upon 
any oart road , or in  such a manner as w ill allow  them  to  stray on  the road.

27. Seizure of Cattle for Trespass.— Cattle seized fo r  trespass and n ot claim ed from  
the local headm an w ith in  forty-eigh t hours shall be sent to the P resident, or i f  there 
be no President, to  the Chairm an o f the V illage Com m ittee, w ho shall take steps to  
advertise the fa ct that the anim al is in  the Gansabhawa. I f  it is unclaim ed w ithin 
fourteen days, the President or Chairm an shall send it to  the K achcheri w ith  fu ll 
particulars. I t  shall then be sold  at pu blic au ction , and a  proper title  be g iven  to  the 
purchaser. The proceeds o f the sale, a fter expenses incurred have been dedu cted, 
shall be cred ited  to  the Com m unal Fund.

28. Possession o f diseased M eat.— N o one shall know ingly sell, or eat, o r  possess 
the flesh o f any anim al that has died  o f sickness, or by  drow ning, or b y  the b ite  o f 
a snake.

29. B urial of A nim als.— The carcases o f all such anim als and o f all anim als dying 
a natural death shall be buried by  the ow ners thereof w ithout loss o f tim e. I k e  
village headm an shall bu ry unrem oved carcases of w hich the owners are absent 
or cannot be ascertained. The cost o f such burial w ill be paid from  Gansabhawa 
funds, and is recoverable from  the owners when found.

30. Slaughter o f Sheep, Goats, or P igs.— I t  shall n ot be law ful for  any person to  
slaughter sheep, goats, or pigs w ithout previously inform ing th e village headm an, 
w ho shall n ot allow  the anim al to  be slaughtered, unless he is satisfied (1) as to  the 
right o f the person wishing to  slaughter it , and (2) as to  the fitness o f the anim al for 
slaughter. In  the absence o f the village headm an, it  shall b e  com petent fo r  th e. 
headm an o f any adjoin ing village, su bject to  the sam e conditions, to  allow  th e anim al 
to  be slaughtered.

B o u n d a r i e s .

31. Private Lands.— The boundaries o f all private lands shall be  m arked b y  fences, 
ditches, and stones, according to  the custom  o f the subdivision  in  w hich th ey are 
situated. Such boundaries shall be put up b y  the owners o f th e land on  both  sides 
thereof. A ny person ordered b y  the Com m ittee to  m ark the boundary w ho shall 
refuse or neglect to  com ply w ith  the order shall be liable to  a fine.

32. In ju ry to Boundaries.— N o person shall alter, deface, or w ilfu lly in jure any 
such boundary, or any ancient boundary m ark, fences or division .

Nuisances.
33. D iseased Persons prohibited from  using Ptthlie Bathing-places.— N o persons 

in fected w ith any contagious disease shall wash them selves or their clothes in  any 
public bathing-place.

34. Befouling W ells and killing F ish .— N o person shall befou l a v illage ela , 
village w ell, or spring o f w ater used for drinking purposes by  the inhabitants o f any 
village, or shall attem pt to  k ill fish by  m eans o f poison or explosion.

35. Rem oval o f T rees along P ublic Thoroughfares.— The Com m ittee m ay, in  like 
m anner, d irect the rem oval o f any tree dangerous to the safety o f passengers along 
any public road or street, w ith th e exception  o f roads in  oharge o f th e P ublic W orks 
D epartm ent, the D istrict R oad  Com m ittee, or L ocal B oard.

36. D irtying P ublic Roads.— Persons residing on  either side o f a public road 
shall n ot pu t d irt, rubbish, tim ber, m ats, copra , arecanut, or any other com m odity 
in  or upon  the sam e, and th ey shall n ot keep carts standing on  the road longer 
than is necessary for the loading or unloading o f the sam e, and shall n ot allow  
children too  young to  take care o f them selves to  p lay thereon unless in  charge o f 
som e com petent person.

37. Pelting Stones at H ouses, <&c.— P elting stones a t houses, draw ing caricatures 
and indecent figures, or w riting insulting expressions on  buildings or any conspi
cuous ob ject, or the doing o f any other acts by  w hich the individual is insulted or 
public decency outraged is forbidden.

General.

38. D isturbing the P ublic R epose.— N o person shall disturb th e public repose at 
n ight b y  m aking a  noise, singing indecent songs, or b y  otherwise raising a  disturb
ance. N othing in  th is section  shall be deem ed to  affect the existing rights^of the 
people in  th e m atter o f religious cerem onies and other orderly gatherings.

ZQ.'WLoitering at N ight.— A ny person found loitering at n ight on  th e road  or 
abou t th e ham let a fter 9 p .m . w ithout a ligh t shall, if  he is unable to  g ive a  satis
fa ctory  account o f h im self, be  liable to  fine. __ ■ „ _ _____ . _____
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40, Sale of Unwholesome Food.— N o person shall sell as fo o d  au y rotten  or putrid 

m eat or fish or other articles^unfit for hum an food .
41. Possession of Unwholesome Food.— A ny person possessing any rotten  or 

. putrid m eat or fish, w ho shall fa il to  have it buried w hen so d irected  b y  th e  headm an
o f his village, shall be gu ilty  o f a Breach o f th is rule.

- • . 42. Villages to be kept Clean.— The inhabitants o f each  v illa ge  and house shall 
keep th e lan d  in  and around it  to  a distance o f six ty  yard s from  an y house clear o f 
a ll filth  and rubbish and rank vegetation, and the w ork  shall b e  ap portion ed  b y  th e 
Arachehi. A n y one w ho shall neglect or refuse to  d o  th e  w ork  apportion ed  to  him  
b y  th e Arachehi shall be  liable to  fine*

43. D runkenness.— N o person shall be  drunk in  an y  p u b lic p la ce.
44. A busive Language.— T he use o f abusive or in decen t language to  th e annoy-

ance o f any person, or for th e purpose o f provok in g  a breach  o f th e peace, is forbidden  
A ny person infringing th is rifle shall be  liab le to  fine. ,

46. Springs Guns and Traps.— N o person  shall set an y spring guns or  traps 
w ithout the perm ission in  w riting o f th e village headm an. Such perm ission  shall 
be proclaim ed b y  th e village headm an  b y  bea t o f  tom -tom , an d th e ap p lican t shall 
pay 60 cents for  th e expense o f th e proclam ation .

46. Gambling and Cock-fighting.— G am bling and cock -figh tin g  are proh ibited . 
A n y person fou nd gam bling or  cock -figh tin g , or abetting  them  b y  his presence, or 
allow ing his house or  land to  b e  used for  an y such purpose, shall be  liab le to  fine, 
and to  a  further fine n ot exceeding fiv e  rupees a day fo r  each d ay  th e breach  o f th is 
ride is  continued after n otice  from  th e village headm an to  d iscontinue it . The 
term  “  gam bling ”  includes “  lotteries.”

47. Cart-racing.— Cart-racing on  any p u blic thoroughfare is  forb id d en . E very 
parson infringing th is rule shall b e  liable to  a  fine.

48. F urious D riving.— N o person shall furiously or carelessly drive a  h ackery or 
any other veh icle on  a  pu blic thoroughfare.

49. Setting F ire to Patanas.— N o person shall w ilfu lly  set fire to  an y patana 
land w ith ou t perm ission in  w riting from  th e Batem ahatm aya.

' • -60. Setting F ire to Chena:—-W hen a  range o f chenas (hen) is  cu ltivated  in  com 
m on , n o  person  shall set fire to  it  until th e  tim e o f firing has been  settled  b y  a 
m ajority  o f th e cu ltivators and n otified  to  th e  village headm an.

61. Plucking of Green Coffee and A recanuts prohibited.— N o pesron , n ot being a  
...labourer em ployed on  any plantation  w ithin th e m eaning o f O rdinance N o. 9 

o f 1886, shall possess, p lu ck , sell, or bu y  green coffee  or green arecanuts w ithout 
perm ission in  w riting from  Batem ahatm aya.

52. N otices.— A1 notices issued under these rules shall, unless otherw ise specially 
ordered, be  published b y  beat o f tom -tom , w hich shall be  taken  as sufficient n otice 
to a ll people liable to  labour. P rovided th at noth ing in  th is rule shall prevent the 
service oifn otice personally or otherw ise.

53.. . D efacing any written N otice.— A n y  person w ilfu lly  destroying or defacing 
any n otification  issued b y  the Com m ittee shall be liable to  fine.

54. H ouses to be whitewashed.— A ll villagers shall w hitew ash their houses, either 
w ith m akulu, lim e, or other suitable substance, w henever they receive orders from  
the Com m ittee to  d o  so.

’ 55. D elivery of B ooks, & c.— W hen any headm an or cattle registrar signs, or is 
rem oved from  office, or dies, he or his heirs, as the case m ay b e , shall deliver all his 
registers, book s, and office docum ents to  th e Com m ittee.

56. H indrance or vexatious Conduct.— N o person shall obstruct or resist any 
headm an or authorized person in  the discharge o f his duties, and n o headm an or 
authorized person shall be guilty o f any negligence or m alicious or vexatious condu ct 
under th e foregoing rules.

67. F ish  in  Tanks.— The fish in  a tankshall be d ivided  according to  th e shares o f 
pangukarayo holding land under the tank.

58. Kalam bola and Charms.— The pu ttin g  up o f “  kalam bola ” . or any sim ilar 
charm  to  cause fear or annoyance to  any person or persons is forbidden .

59. Attendance on Summons.— E very person, upon w hom  a sum m ons or subpoena 
issued b y  th e  President or Chairm an shall have been served shall du ly attend in  
obdOience to  such sum m ons or subpoena.

60. Share of Game.— The owner o f any land on  w hich  any gam e is killed shall be 
entitled to  receive a  hind quarter o f every anim al so k illed . The A rachehi o f th e 
wasama in  w hich any gam eis killed on  Crown Land shall be en titled  to  th e portion  
called katupola. T his rule does n ot ap p ly  to  M atale South.

61. Village Tanks.— E very  ow ner o f land irrigable b y  a  v illage tank shall be 
liable to  contribute tow ards its repair or m aintenance in  labour a t th e rate o f  1,300 
cubic feet o f earthw ork for every am unam  o f land ow ned. A n y  person  w ho shall 
fa il to  render the labour or special labour due by  him  a t th e tim e ap poin ted  b y  th e 
Assistant G overnm ent A gent shall be liable to  fine. Special labou r m ay be  called 
out b y  old er o f th e Com m ittee or th e A ssistant G overnm ent A gent.
- '62 . Repeal of form er Rules.— These rules supersede all rules h ith erto in  force  in
in the D istrict o f M atale. .



' - The Village Communities’ Ordinance, No. 24 of 1889.

IT  is hereby notified that H is Excellency the Governor, in exercise of the powers vested in him 
b y section 7 of the above-named Ordinance, and with the advice of the Executive Council, has been 

pleased to approve of the following rules, which have been made under the provisions of section 16 of the 
said Ordinance by the Village Committee elected by the inhabitants of the subdivision of Gangala 
Pallesiya pattu in the Chief Headman’ s division of Matale East, in the District of Matale, Central 
Province, and the same are published for general information.
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Colonial Secretary’s Offioe, 
Colombo, February 27, 1907.

By His Excellency’s oommand,

G. M. Fowler, 
Acting Colonial Secretary.

Unices referred  to.

SECTIO N  V I.

Village Works..
1. Construction and U pkeep.— The construction , m aintenance, regulation, and 

protection  o f v illage w orks m entioned in  section  6 o f Ordinance N o. 24 o f 1889,*and 
o f all other w orks for w hich th e inhabitants o f any subdivision  m ay b e , b y  any law  at 
present in  force or hereafter to  be enacted, em powered to  m ake provision , shall be 
effected by  allm ales betw een the ages o f 16 and 55 and not exem pt from  perform ing 
labour under the Thoroughfares O rdinance, w ho reside in  v illages w hich the Com m it
tee m ay decide under rule 2 to be interested in  the w ork ; and the Com m ittee shall 
determ ine the num ber of days’ labour th at each person liable shall contribute tow ards 
i t , either in  person or b y  substitu te, or b y  m oney paym ent. P rovided that no person 
shall be required to  labour at a distance greater than seven m iles from  his residence.

2. L iability.— It  shall be the duty o f every headm an to in form  the President or 
Chairm an before O ctober 3 each year, or w henever it  is necessary, that such and 
such village w orks m entioned in  section  6 of the V illage Tribunals O rdinance require

■ repair. On receiving such in form ation , either from  a headm an or from  any other 
person, the President or Chairm an and the Com m ittee shall m ake such inqu iry as 
they th ink necessary, and if th ey approve o f the w ork shall prepare a  list setting ou t 
the nature o f the w ork and the names o f the villages interested in  it , and m ay make 
such subsequent alterations in  the list as m ay be deem ed exp ed ien t; and the decision 
o f the Com m ittee as set forth  in  sucn lis t, or am ended list if approved b y  the A ssist
ant G overnm ent A gent (to w hom  it shall he sent n ot later than D ecem ber 31 each 
year), shall be final on  the question  as to  w hat villages are interested. The list o f 
com m unal w orks for the year, when approved b y  the Assistant G overnm ent Agent,, 
shall be returned to  the President or Chairm an and the Com m ittee, w ho shall a t once 
decide upon  the dates upon w hich and w ithin  w hich the various w orks are to  be 
carried ou t.

3. M anagement.— I f the w ork  concerns on ly  one w asam a. th e A rach ch i; i f  m ore 
than one w asam a, the K ora la ; if  m ore than one korale, the Ratem ahatm aya, shall 
have charge o f the w ork.

_4. Failure to Labour.— E very person lia b le  to  labour under these rules w ho shall 
fa il to  attend fo r  th e perform ance th ereof at the tim e and place m entioned in  the 
n otice , or to  com m ute th erefor, or w ho, having attended, shall fa il to  do a fu ll day’s 
w ork , shall be liab le to  a fine n ot exceeding one rupee fo r  every day  o f such failure.

5. Commutation o f Labour.— A n y person m ay com m ute the labour due b y  him  
b y  paying to  the headm an calling ou t the labou r, on  or " before th e day fixed  b y  the 
n otice fo r  the com m encem ent o f the w ork , the sum  o f 33 cents for  every day ’s labour 
du e, and such headm an shall g ive a receip t fo r  every sum  o f m oney so paid  to  
him .

6. L ist o f people liable to perform  Labour.— A  fu ll lis t o f all persons liable to  labour 
on  com m unal w orks under th is O rdinance is  to  be prepared by  the A rachchi o f each 
wasam a and forw arded to  the Ratem ahatm aya, w ho is to  certify  to  its correctness 
and forw ard it  to  the K achcheri n ot later than D ecem ber 15 o f each year. A ny 
A rachchi w ho shall w ilfu lly  om it the nam e o f any such person shall be  liable to  a 
fine.

7. ' A rachchi?s L abour L ist.— The A rach ch i shall keep a  list o f labourers on  -rthich
h e shall m ark th e num ber o f days’ labou r perform ed b y  each m an as it  is carried 
ou t. 1

8. Execution o f W ork.— In  th e execution  o f any pu blic w ork passed under rule 2, i f . 
the Com m ittee decides to  em ploy skilled labou r, it  shall be com petent fo r  the Com 
m ittee to  assess the cost o f such w ork and call On the inhabitants o f the v illa g js 
interested liab le to  w ork  to  contribute b y  a  cash paym ent instead o f labour due by  
them . The defaulters shall render them selves liable to  prosecution  as provided for 
in  rule 4.

9. P aths through P addy F ield s .— The proprietors o f paddy land  shall see that all
th e Gansabhawa paths leading through th eir paddy lands are n ot less than three feet 
in breadth. A ny person who shall cu t such road w ith intent to  reduce its width or 
to  deface it shall be deemed to  have com m itted a breach o f th is rule. .



\

10. Damaging Village Property.— N o person shall ob stru ct an y village pa th ; 
road , river, w ater-course, lake, orfcla , or through carelessness o r  m a lice in ju re any 
village path , o r  road, river, w ater-course, lak e, or  e la , or  oth er v illa ge  p rop erty , and 
it  shall be, law ful for the President, on  con v iction , to  order an y  person, to  repair 
damage or rem ove any encroachm ent w ith in  a  given tim e , and in  fa ilure th ereof 
such person shall be liable to  a further fine o f on e rupee fo r  jevary d ay  a fter the given 
tim e during whieh the President’s order rem ains disobeyed.

11. Charge of V illage. Property.—A ll v illage .paths, edandu , am balam s, bridges, 
schoolroom s, court-houses, and all other v illage properties shall be  in  charge o f the

- Arachchi o f the wasama in  which they are situ ated , w ho shall from  tim e to  tim e 
inspect all such properties and all w ells, spouts, w atering, and bath in g  places w ithin  
his wasam a, and subm it to  the Chairm an o f the C om m ittee a rep ort on  th eir state.
^12. M arkets, dec.— The boutiques and m arket p laces, as w ell as th e roads and

- drains opposite them , shall be a t a ll tim es kept clean  b y  th e occu pan ts o f m arket stalls 
and the keepers o f boutiques.

13. Neglect o f D uly by Headm en.— A ll headm an shall keep order and preserve 
'.cleanliness in  their respective bazaars and m arket p laces under a  pen alty  o f fine for 
neglect to  d o  so , provided  th at th e B atem ahatm aya alone shall have th e pow er to  
prosecute under th is section.
^ 1 4 . B urial (Grounds.— In  places in  w hich , in  the op in ion  o f th e C om m ittee, a  pu blic 
burial ground is  necessary, a  suitable land  shall b e  set apart fo r  th at purpose, and n o 
dead  bod ies shall be bu ried  or bu rnt w ith in  th e lim its o f such places, excep t in  the 
ground assigned for  th e purpose. The Com m ittee shall keep a register in  w hich  all 
necessary particulars o f such bu rial grounds shall be  entered. N o dead b od y  shall be 
buried at a loss depth than six  feet below  the surface o f the ground. The B a te
m ahatm aya m ay, w ith  the approval o f the A ssistant G overnm ent A gen t, order any 
such burial or burning ground to  be closed , and after n otice b y  bea t o f tom -tom  has 
been given o f such order, it  shall n ot be law ful to  bu ry or b u m  any dead b od y  in  
such ground.
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Schools.

15. Establishm ent o f Schools.— A t the request b y  p etition  to  th e A ssistant G overn
m ent A gent o f the parents or guardians o f tw en ty-five.'or m ore children  fo r  the 
establishm ent o f a sch ool, or if  the Com m ittee report to  the A ssistant G overnm ent 
Agent th at a site has been fixed upon for  a sch ool where there is  lik elih ood  o f a  good 
attendance, application  shall be m ade to  the D irector o f P u blic In stru ction  fo r  a 
schoolm aster and the necessary furniture free o f charge to  the villagers.

16. E rection , dec.— I f  such ap p lication  be  granted, th e school-house^ shall be 
erected and kept in  repair as already p rovid ed  fo r  b y  ra le  1.
„ 17. Attendance.— T he Com m ittee shall fix  the lim its o f th e d istrict fo r  each 

„  sch ool, and all parents and guardians w ith in  th at d istrict shall send their children 
•between seven and th irteen  years o f age to  th e sch ool thus provided  fo r  fou r days at 
least in  each  w eek and fo r  nine m onths in  each year.

8. Prosecution for non-attendance.— T he sch ool m aster shall m onthly send to  
tn e K orala a  lis t o f a ll ch ildren  w ho d o  n ot attend sch ool in  accordance w ith  the 
preceding ru le, and th e K orala shall cause the A rachchi to  prosecute the parents or 
guardians in  defau lt before th e Gansabhawa.

19, Exem ption .— The foregoing rales shall n ot apply to  those w h o, in  the opin ion  
o f the President or Chairm an o f  V illage C ouncil, w ith  th e sanction  o f the Assistant 
G overnm ent A gen t, have m ade other satisfactory  provision  fort th e edu cation  o f 
their children.

, Lands job Common Purposes.

20. A pplication— The Com m ittee shall apply  to  th e A ssistant G overnm ent 
A gent for  suoh lands as it  m ay consider requ isite fo r  the pasturage o f  cattle o r  for 
any oth er com m on purposes, stating the villages fo r  the benefit o f w hich such lands 
are required.
> 21. U pkeep .— I f the lands b e  required for  pasturage, it  shall be  cleared b y  all the-
proprietors o f cattle ord in arily  grazing in  such villages, th e lia b ility  being in  propor
tion  to  th e num ber o f cattle over one year old  belonging to  such proprietors.

/22 .' Land required for  any purpose other than Pasturage.— I f  th e land  be required 
for any purpose other than pasturage, th e Com m ittee shall arrange fo r  its  m ainten
ance and p rotection  as provided  b y  rale 1.

23. Prevention o f Cattle Trespass.— T o  prevent cattle  trespass landow ners shall 
fence and w atch  their fields and hen and gardens according to  th e custom  o f the 
d istrict, and cattle owners shall tie  or pen th eir cattle and bu ffaloes a t n igh t, and in  
the day shall suspend a  stick  across the necks o f their w ild  and unruly anim als , or 
yoke them  together in  pairaj

24 Galas.— A  separate roofed  gtila fo r  eaen cattle ow ner or  a  roofed  gala in  
TOm m onhM the owners o f a  "group o f houses sh a ll, at th e d iscretion  o f P residen t, 

° r  Q ^ ^ ^ a n ,V illa ge  C ouncil, be  pu t u p  in  everyyiH age at a  d istance 
at Dotj less than 30 yards from  any dw elling-house. AH ca ttle , excep t buffaloes* -



shall be  driven  in to the gala before n igh tfa ll. The gala o r  galas shall be 
erected b y  the cattle ow ner or  ow ners and shall b e  in  their charge. T he cattle 
ow ner or ow ners shall keep th e same clean  an d , in ;a  proper state o f repair. A n y 
neglect on  the part o f any cattle  ow ner to  erect o r  repair th e gala , or  to  d rive h is 
cattle in to  the gala at n igh t, shall be deem ed an offence under th is rule.

25. P igs and Goats.— The ow ners o f  p igs and goats shall keep them  properly  
secured so th at th ey  m ay n ot trespass.

26. Tethering on Roadside.— N o person shall allow  any cattle to  be tethered upon 
any cart road , o r in  such a m anner as w ill allow  them  to  stray on  the road.

27. Seizure o f Cattle for Trespass.— Cattle seized fo r  trespass and n ot claim ed from  
the loca l headm an w ith in  forty-eigh t hours shall be sent to  the P resident, o r  if  there 
be no P resident, to  the Chairm an o f the V illage Com m ittee, w ho shall take steps to  
advertise the fa ct that the anim al is  in  the Gansabhawa. I f  it  is  unclaim ed w ithin 
fourteen days, the President or Chairm an shall send it  to  the K achcheri w ith  fu ll 
particulars. I t  shall then be sold  at pu blic auction , and a  proper title  be g iven  to  the 
purchaser. The proceeds o f th e sale, a fter expenses incurred have been dedu cted , 
shall be cred it 3d to  the Com m unal Fund.

28. Possession o f diseased M eat— N o one shall know ingly sell, or eat, o r  possess, 
the flesh o f any anim al that has d ied  o f sickness, or b y  drow ning, o r  b y  th e b ite  o f 
a snake.

29. B urial o f A nim als.— The carcases o f all such anim als and o f all anim als dying 
a natural death shall be buried by  th e owners thereof w ithout loss o f tim e. T h e 
village headm an shall bu ry unrem oved carcases o f w hich the owners are absent 
or cannot be ascertained. T he cost o f such burial w ill be pa id  from  Gansabhawa. 
funds, and is recoverable from  the owners when found.

30. Slaughter o f Sheep, Goats, or P igs .— I t  shall n ot be law fu l for  any person to  
slaughter sheep, goats, or pigs w ithout previously inform ing th e village headm an, 
w ho shall n ot allow  the anim al to  be slaughtered, unless he is  satisfied (1) as to  the 
right o f the person w ishing to  slaughter it , and (2) as to  th e fitness o f the anim al for 
slaughter. In  the absence o f th e village headm an, it  shall b e  com petent for the 
headm an o f any ad join ing v illage, su bject to  the sam e conditions, to  allow  th e anim al 
to  be  slaughtered.
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Bound abies.
31. Private Lands.— The boundaries o f a ll private lan dssh allbem ark edbyfen ces, 

ditches, and stones, accord ing to  th e custom  o f th e subdivision  in  w hich th ey are- 
situated. Such boundaries shall be pu t up b y  th e owners o f th e land on  both  sides 
thereof. A ny person ordered b y  the Com m ittee to  m ark th e boundary w ho shall 
refuse or neglect to  com ply  w ith  the order shall be liable to  a fine.

32. In ju ry to Boundaries.— N o person shall alter, deface, or w ilfu lly in jure any 
such boundary, or any ancient boundary m ark, fences or division .

Nuisances.

33. D iseased P ersons prohibited from  using Public Bathing-places.— N o persons 
in fected w ith any contagious disease shall wash them selves or their clothes in  any 
public bathing-place.

34. B efouling W ells and hilling F ish .— N o person shall befou l a  v illage ela, 
village w ell, or spring o f w ater used for drinking purposes b y  the inhabitants o f any 
village, or shall attem pt to  k ill fish by  m eans o f poison or explosion.

35. Rem oval o f T rees along P ublic Thoroughfares.— The Com m ittee m ay, in  like 
m anner, d irect the rem oval o f any tree dangerous to the safety o f passengers along 
any public road or street, w ith the exception  o f roads in charge o f the P u blic W orks 
D epartm ent, the D istrict R oad  Com m ittee, or L ocal Board.

36. D irtying P ublic Roads.— Persons residing on  either side o f a public road 
sh a lln o t put d irt, rubbish , tim ber, m ats, copra , arecanut, or any other com m odity 
in  or u pon  the sam e, and th ey  shall n ot keep carts standing on  th e road longer 
than is necessary for  the loading or unloading o f th e sam e, and shall' n ot allow  
children too  young to  take care o f them selves to  p lay  thereon unless in  charge o f 
som e com petent person.

37. Pelting Stones at H ouses, <&>c.— Pelting stones a t houses, draw ing caricatures 
and indecent figures, or w riting insulting expressions on  buildings or any conspi
cuous o b je ct, or th e doing o f any other acts by  w hich the in dividu al is insulted or 
public decency outraged is forbidden .

General.
38. D isturbing the Public R epose.— N o person shall disturb th e public repose at 

night b y  m aking a noise, singing indecent songs, or b y  otherw ise raising a  disturb
ance. N othing in  th is section  shall be deem ed to  affect the existing rights_of the 
people in  the m atter o f religious cerem onies and other orderly gatherings.

39 . ▼ Loitering at N ight.— A n y person found loitering at n igh t-on  th e road or
aboutlth e ham let after 9 p.m. w ithout a  ligh t shall, if he is unable to  g iv e  a  satis
factory  account o f him self, be liable to  fine. i



40. Sale Of, Unwholesome Food.— N o  person shall sell as food  an y rotten  or putrid 
m eat or fish or other a rticlesjin fit for Human food .

41. Possession o f Unwholesome Food:— A n y person possessing an y rotten  or 
putrid meat or fish, w ho shall fa il to  have it buried w hen so d irected  b y  th e headm an 
o f his village, shall be gu ilty o f a  breach o f th is rule. .

42. Villages to he kept Glean.— The inhabitants o f each  v illage and house shall
keep the land in  and around it to  a distance o f sixty  yards from  an y house clear o f 
all filth and rubbish and rank vegetation , and the w ork shall be ap portion ed  b y  the 
Arachchi. A n y one w ho shall neglect or refuse to do th e w ork  ap portion ed  to  him  
by  the A rachchi shall be liable to' fine. '
. 43. Drunkenness.— N o person shall be  drunk in  any p u blic p lace.

44. Abusive Language.— The use o f abusive or indecent language to  th e annoy
ance o f any person, or for the purpose o f provok in g  a breach  o f the peace, is forbidden  
Any person infringing th is rule shall be  liable to  fine.

45. Springs Guns and Traps.— N o  person shall set an y spring guns or  traps 
w ithout the perm ission in  waiting o f th e v illage headm an. Such perm ission shall 
be proclaim ed b y  the village headm an b y  beat o f tom -tom , and th e ap p lican t shall 
pay 50 cents for  the expense o f the proclam ation .
/ 46. Gambling and Cook-fighting.— G am bling and cock -figh tin g  are proh ibited . 

A ny person found gam bling or cock -figh tin g, or abetting them  b y  his presence, or 
allow ing his house or land to  be  uspd fo r  any such pu rpose, shall be  liable to  fine, 
and to  a further fine n ot exceeding five rupees a  day for  each  day  th e breach  o f th is 
rule is continued after n otice from  th e v illage headm an to  d iscontinue it . The 
term  “  gam bling ”  includes “  lotteries.”

47. Cart-Bracing.— Cart-racing on  an y p u blic thoroughfare is  forb idden . E very 
person infringing this rule shall be liable to  a  fine.

48. F urious D riving.— N o person shall furiously or carelessly d rive a  hackery or 
any other vehicle on  a public thoroughfare.

49. Setting F ire to Patanas.— N o person shall w ilfu lly  set fire to  an y patana 
land w ithout perm ission in  w riting from  th e R atem ahatm aya.

50. Setting F ire to Chena.— W hen a range o f chenas (hen) is cu ltivated  in  com 
m on, n o  person shall set fire to  it  u ntil th e  tim e o f firing has been settled  b y  a 
m ajority o f th e cultivators and' n otified  to  th e v illage headm an.

61. Plucking of Green Coffee and A recanuts prohibited.— N o pesron , n ot being a 
labourer em ployed on  any plantation  w ith in  th e m eaning o f O rdinance N o. 9 
o f 1885, shall possess, p lu ck , sell, or bu y  green coffee or green arecanuts w ithout 
perm ission in  w riting from  R atem ahatm aya.

52. N otices.— A1 notices issued under th^se rules shall, unless otherw isespecially 
ordered, be published b y  beat o f tom -tom , w hich shall b e  taken as sufficient notice 
to  all people liable to  labou r. P rovid ed  th at noth ing in  th is rule shall prevent the 
service o f notice personally or otherw ise.

53. D efacing any written N otice.— A n y person w ilfu lly  destroying or defacing 
any notification  issued b y  the Com m ittee shall be  liable to  fine.

54. H ouses to be whitewashed.— A ll villagers shall whitew ash their houses, either 
w ith inakulu, lim e, or other suitable substance, w henever th ey receive orders from  
the Com m ittee to  do so.

55. D elivery of Books, die.— W hen any headm an or cattle registrar signs, or is 
rem oved from  office, or dies, he or his heirs, as the case m ay b e , shall deliver a ll his 
registers, book s, and office docum ents to  th e Com m ittee.

56. H indrance or vexatious Conduct.— N o person shall obstruct or resist any 
headm an or authorized person in  the discharge o f his duties, and no headm an or 
authorized person shall be guilty o f any negligence or m alicious or vexatious oonduct 
under the foregoing rules.

67. Fish in  Tanks.— T hefish  in a  tankshall be d ivided according to  th e  shares o f 
pangukarayo holding land under th e tank.

58. -Kalambola and Charms.— The pu tting up o f “  kalam bola ”  or any sim ilar 
charm  to  cause fear or annoyance to  any person or persons is forbidden .

59. Attendance on Summons.— E very person, upon  w hom  a sum m ons or subpoena 
issued by  the President or Chairm an shall h ave been served shall du ly  atten d  in  
obedience to  such sum m ons or subpoena.

60. Share o f Game.— The ow ner o f any land on  w hich any gam e is killed shall be 
entitled to  receive a hind quarter o f every  anim al so k illed . T he A rachchi o f the 
wasama in  w hich any gam e is k illed on  Crown L and shall be  en titled  to  the portion  
called katupola. This rille does n ot ap p ly  to  M atale South.

61. Village Tanks.— E very ow ner o f land irrigable b y  a v illage tank shall be 
liable to  contribute tow ards its repair or m aintenance in  labour a t th e rate o f 1,300 
cubic feet o f earthwork for  every am unam  o f land ow ned. • A n y person  w ho shall 
fa il to  render-the labour or special labour due b y  him  at th e  tim e appoin ted  b y  the 
Assistant Governm ent A gent shall b e  liable to  fine. Special labou r m ay be  called  
out b y  older o f the Com m ittee' o r  th e A ssistant G overnm ent A gent.
, Repeal o f former Rules.-—These rules supersede all rules h itherto in  fo rce  in 
m theD ustruA ofM atale,
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