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SRI LANKA NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICES BOARD

ADMINISTRATION REPORT - 1992

Prepared in terms of Sri Lanka National Library Services Board Act No. 17 of 1970
Section 19 (1)

Objectives and Corporate philosophy

Human resources development is accepted as an important component in the
sphere of national development. To pave the way for different strata of society to
acquire essential knowledge and to facilitate that task, it is important that there be well
organised library and information services throughout the country. In this endeavour the
Sri Lanka National Library Services Board (SLNLSB) was established by an Act of
parliament No 17 of 1970 to assist, develop and co-ordinate library and information
services in Sri Lanka.

The National Library of Sri Lanka which was established under the SLNLSB is
considered the focal point of the national library system. It functions as the premier
reference library of the country and acts as the main resource centre.

Schools are considered an integral component in the country’s stride towards
achievement of national development and the school library plays an important role in
school education. The SLNLSB gives guidance and assistance to organise and run these
libraries. The SLNLSB also grants assistance to develop public libraries which interact
closely with the general public, university libraries which are centres for higher
education, libraries established in other centres of learning, research libraries affiliated to
research establishments and many other types of libraries. The SLNLSB assists
publishers and authors in numerous ways to publish books and other library material to
ensure the maintenance of a satisfactory library service. '

The multifarious tasks of the SLNLSB include the preparation of plans at
national and regional levels for library development, guiding and providing assistance to
those in charge and overseeing library activities with a view to introduce modern
methods in library management, assist to introduce modern information technology
practices including computerisation of libraries, activating programmes to improve the
usage of libraries, fostering the reading habit among the general public and developing
inter library co-operation.

The SLNLSB continues to function in close association with the world’s major
national libraries including those in the region, especially through the exchange of books
and other library material. In addition the SLNLSB interacts closely with regional as
well as international library associations and organisations.
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The Board of Directors as at 1.1.1992 who wer:: appointed by the Hon. Minister of
Education in terms of section 2 of the Act No. 17 0 71970 were the following

(1)  Mrs Ishvari Corea . Chairperson
(2) Rev Galaboda Gnanissara Thero Member
(3) Mr H A Wimalagunawardane "
(4) Dr (Mrs) Wimala de Silva "
(5) MrNTS A Senadheera "
(6) Miss Kumudu Guruge "
(7) Mr K Saputhanthri "
(8) MrR A Palihapitiya "
(9) Mr TV K Jagathsoma "
(10)  Mr Lal Premanath de Mel "

During the year 1992, 08 Board meetings were held

Advisory Committees

The following Advisory Committees appointed to advise the respective divisions
of the organisation functioned smoothly during the year. The meetings of the
Committees had been held as follows:

Name of the committee No. of meetings
Acquisition Advisory Committee (Acquisition Division) 1
National Bibliography Advisory Committee

(Bibliographical Services Division) 1
Publications Advisory Committee (Publications Division) 30
Printing Committee (Publications Division) 14

Revision of the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board Act

The Committee appointed in 1990 to revise the current Library Services Board
Act, compiled a new Library Services Board Act and sent it in February this year for
examination by the Legal Draftsman's Department. This draft was submitted to the
Board meeting held on 27.2.1992. It was decided that the draft should be subject to
examination. The amended draft Act was submitted to the Board meeting held on
31.3.1992. It was decided to amend it further. The proposed Sri Lanka National Library
and Documentation Services Board draft Act, amended further, was approved at the
Board meeting held on 21.5.1992. After the draft Act was approved by the Board, it was
sent to the Legal Draftsman for further examination and to make necessary amendments
deemed necessary. After the amendments this draft Act was received by the Board in
July 1992. Thereafter it was referred in July 1992 to the Secretary of the Ministry of
Education Services for the purpose of drawing the attention of the Hon. Minister to take
necessary action to get it presented as an Act of Parliament.

Staff Changes

Appointments

Mr Ananda Soysa was appointed for the first time, as aAWorking Director of the
Board on 28.2.1992. 3 posts of Assistant Librarians, 3 posts of Grade 1II Typists and 6
posts of Office Labourers were filled during the year.
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Promotions

Three Library Assistants Grade III were, promoted to Grade II.

Resignations

One Assistant Librarian, one Library Assistant Grade III and one Office
Labourer resigned from their respective posts during the year.

The staff position of the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board on 31.12.1992 was
as follows :

Post No. in Service Vacancies

Director 1

Deputy Director -

Assistant Director 1

Accountant -

Assistant Accountant -

Librarian

Assistant Librarian 13

Computer Programmer/Analyst grade II -

Publications Officer

Financial Assistant

Maintenance Officer

Library Assistant grade 1

Library Assistant grade II

Library Assistant grade I1I

Stenographer (Supra Grade)

Stenographer (Upper Grade)

Stenographer (Lower Grade)

Clerk grade I

Clerk grade I

Typist / Clerk grade III

Typist grade 111

Telephonist/Receptionist

Book-keeper / Accounts Clerk

Storekeeper grade 11

Storekeeper grade I11

Computer Programmer

Punch Card Data Entry Machine
Operator

Computer Operator

Cashier

Machine Operator

Electrician

Book Binder

Library Attendant

Driver

Garden Labourer

Office Labourer

Cycle Orderly .

Watcher

Sanitary Labourer
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Staff Training
Local Training

1 INFOTEL Lanka 92 Conference, Ministry of Industries, Science and

Technology, Miss R Rajanayagam, Librarian, Mrs Nalani Mallawarachchi,
Asst. Librarian 29.10.1992.

2 Training Programme for Book Binders National Archives Department,
Mr D G B M Karunaratne, Watcher 5.10.1992 - 30.11.1992.

3 Seminar on "Problem of Absenteeism at Work", Sri Lanka institute of
Personnel Management, Mrs N Abeyratne, Asst. Director (Part time)
8.10.1992.

Foreign Training/Tours

1 International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions, Annual
Conference, India, Mrs Ishvari Corea, Chairperson, Mr H M Gunaratne
Banda, Asst. Director 30.8.1992 - 5.9.1992,

2 Conference on Asia Pacific Regional Social Science Documentation
Activities, India, Miss H N ] Fernando, Librarian 25.8.1992 - 29.8.1992.

3 Conference on Information Service on Human Rights, Switzerland,
Mrs Nalani de Silva, Deputy Director (Acting) 4.5.1992 - 7.5.1992.

4 International Standard Book Number (ISBN) Advisory Committee Meeting,
Germany, Mr M S U Amarasiri, Director 6.10.1992 - 7.10.1992.

5 Fifth conference of Directors of National Libraries in Asia and oceania,
. Malaysia, Mr M S U Amarasiri, Dirgctor 23.11.1992 - 26.11.26.

Construction and Maintenance Work

Repairing of the water pumping apparatus, toilets and water taps system were
attended to during the year. In addition to these, preliminary work involving the
purchase of fire fighting equipment. Was carried out During the year and a record room
for the Board was established. Action has been taken to procure telephone facilities,
cleaning of the building and attend to health care activities, maintenance of the office
equipment, vehicles and the Board's garden in a beautiful condition.

Acgquisition Division

The responsibility and the assigned task of the Acquisition Division is to acquire
appropriate books and various types of other library material suitable to the National
Library of Sri Lanka. According to the acquisition policy of the National Library,
priority consideration is given to acquire (i) publications published in Sri Lanka (ii)
publications about Sri Lanka published in foreign countries  (iii) publications by Sri
Lankans published in foreign countries (iv) main reference sources (v) other reference
materials which are especially required for research but could not be obtained from other -
local libraries (vi) p‘u,b.lications on library and information science. In addition,
publications are received from the UNESCO as deposit copies. In respect of categories
(i) to (iii) above, three copies of each publication are procured. With regard to
publications pertaining to library and information science, two copies are obtained from
each publication and a copy each of the reference publications.
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Acquisition of Depdsit Copies

In accordance with the 1976 amendment to the Printers and Publishers Ordinance of
1885, a copy of every publication publx/’shed in Sri Lanka is legally entitled to be added
to the National Library of Sri Lanka. By implementing this legal requirement the
National Archives Department supplys the relevant copies and thus it has become main
source of supply of local publications to the National Library. During 1992, under the
scheme the total number of 7054 publications were received by the National Library.
Such publications included books, periodicals, government publications, government
gazettes, annual reports, leaflets along with 8587 newspapers.

Purchases

Apart from the legal deposit scheme the other major source through which the
National Library obtains publications, is by purchases. In making local purchases, extra
copies have to be purchased of publications which do not fall under the legal deposit
scheme, those which fall under the legal deposit scheme but are not deposited and
required additional copies of publications received under the legal deposit scheme are
locally purchased In addition the relevant foreign publications and main reference books
are also purchased. Sources such as local and foreign bibliographies, book lists,
newspapers and periodicals are made use of to select such publications.

During 1992, the allocation set apart for purchases was Rs. 10 lakhs. When
compared with the previous year's allocation of Rs18 lakhs it is a comparatively low
figure. When the unspent balances of the previous years were added, Rs 17 lakhs had to
be spent. Under purchases during 1992 the value of the books and other library material
purchased was Rs 1 663 520.

During this year under purchases 1177 books, 208 periodicals, 4 microfilms 108 micro
fiches and 106 cassettes were acquired. '

International Books Exchange Service

It has been possible to enhance the National Library collection through contacts with
the National Libraries in numerous countries in the world by the exchange of books.
Under this, by the end of the year, exchange contacts had been made with 47 foreign
libraries. The value of the library material received from the foreign libraries was Rs 22
350. The National Library of Sri Lanka had despatched library material worth Rs 52 238
under the exchange programme. .

Gifts

The gifts received from individuals and numerous institutions have greatly
helped to develop the National Library collection. As a result of the books being
received in this manner, such books which were in limited hands, are now accessible to
Fhe general public. The number of books and library material received as gifts are on the
increase from year to year due to the development of the activities of the National
ler‘ary as well as the broadening of the knowledge about it among the commuinity.
During 1992, the number of publications received as gifts from numerous institutions

and individuals was 1280. When compared with the previous year's figure of 949, this is
a substantial increase.

Collection of Rare Books

' The ola leaf rhanuscripts, other rare manuscripts, pertaining to Sri Lanka and
rare printed books are collected ta bé deposited in the National Library. -
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During 1992, preliminary planning was done to expand this activity to buy the works
of Art as well as the private collections iti the possession of veterans.

International Standard Book Numbering Project

The National Library of Sri Lanka functions as the local centre for International
Standard Book Numbering project. This entails assigning ISBN numbers to new
publications. The relevant numbers and details of publications are sent annually to the
ISBN centre in Germany. By this means, local publications receive publicity at an
International level and also helps to maintain a quality at a high level in the local
publications. During the year 131 new publishers were registered and were issued
publication prefixes. During this year, ISBN numbers were issued to 952 books. The
publishers who received numbers are given below classified into groups:

Type of Publisher - N | Titles
Commercial publishers _ © 453
Government and non government institutional publishers : 312
Author publishers / private publishers o : 187
| ' Total | | 952

Reader Services Division

The primary task of this division is to provide facilities to the readers to make
use of the books and other library material deposited in the National Library. For this
purpose facilities have been provided for 350 readers in three floors in the National
Library. Main reading rooms, special reading rooms lecture halls and auditorium are the
facilities supplied.

.User Education and Publicity Activities

It is a patently clear fact that the general public do not have a clear knowledge of
the National Library and its activities as it is a new concept in Sri Lanka. As an answer
to this problem publicity activities are- undertaken by this division in regard to the
National Library. Under this, the following were attended to : educate the universities
and the special libraries regarding the National Library and its resources, organise
educational tours to see the National Library, despatch to the readers publications such
as National Library acquisitions lists and the Library News, engage in publicity activities
through the media etc.

i

‘Reference and Information Services

During the year, the reference and information services to the readers who visit
- the National Library were expanded on a wider scale. The readers were supplied with
information with the help of the collections stacked within the three floors of the
National Library. When compared with the previous year, the number of readers who
made use of the National Library has appreciably increased during this year. The total
number of readers who made use of the National Library during the year was 2552.
‘Most of thie” itéms handled were neéwspapers, government publications, periodicals,
reference piiblicatisht ahd publications on library science. During this year permanent
membership of the National Library had been obtained by 100 readers while 1537
readers obtained short term membership.
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Photo Copy Service J

Readers have been provided with the facility to obtain at concessionary rates
photo copies of the documents in the National Library collection. During 1992, 1307
readers had obtained 8995 photo copies.

Inquiry Service

An important service fulfilled by the National Library is to furnish information
regarding queries received from various individuals. Under this, during the year, 215
queries received by letters, telephone calls or by personal visits were replied.

Library Service to the Blind and Visually Handicapped

During the past year, preliminary steps were taken to build a special type of
national collection of library material for the benefit of the blind and the visually
handicapped. The initial activities on this account were attended to during this year.
The following gifts were received for this collection : 12 Braille books (29 copies) from
the council for the services to the blind, 23 Braille Books from Sri Lanka National
society of Visually Handicapped and 2 Braille Books from the Buddhist Publication
Society, Kandy. Thus it was possible to collect 54 braille books during the year. The
total number of braille books available at present is 497.

Inter Library Loan Service

An inter library loan service is being conducted among the main libraries in. the
island. It is proposed to expand this service further. During this year 19 inquiries have
been received in this connection. :

Collection of Public Administration Circulars

The Ministry of Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Home Affairs
had gifted to the National Library of Sri Lanka a collection of circulars issued by it
during the period 1970 - 1991. This collection consists of about 1400 circulars. This
collection has been organised according to the years and the serial numbers of the
circulars. Facilities have been provided at the National Library to make reference to
them and also to obtain photostat copies. -

National Bibliographical Service Division

The compilation of bibliographies is the assigned task of the Bibliographical
Services Division. This division attends to the compilation of the National Bibliography,
Retrospective Bibliography and special bibliographies. As the National Bibliography is
the only publication which includes information officially and scientifically about all the
publications in the country, the National Bibliographical Services Division fulfils a task
which is important nationally as well as internationally.

Sri Lanka National Bibliography

The National Bibliography is an authoritative publication which includes
information about all the publications in the country. This was commenced by the
SLNLSB in 1974. From 1962 to 1973 this task was undertaken by the National Archives
Department. After the commencement of the Sri Lanka Library Services Board in 1970,
it was assigned to the Library Services Board in 1974. During this year volume 1991
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(1-6) of the Sri Lanka National Bibliography was published. With a view to avoid the
delay in publishing of the Sri Lanka National Bibliography, concurrent editing of two
volumes - 1991 (7-12) and 1992 (1-3) was done. By the end of the year, it was possible
to complete the editing of the two volumes and prepare them for printing. At the same "
" time, the editing of volume 1992 (4-6) has also been completed and made ready for
printing. Action has been taken to publish the National Bibliography every three
months, with effect from 1992.

Bibliography of Forthcoming Publications

The activities of this bibliography which commenced in 1990 has been brought
to a higher level of development by 1992. It is published as a section of the National
Bibliography. Its objective is to supply information to the readers of the forthcoming
publications. Such information is obtained from the publishers for compiling the
bibliography of forthcoming publications. During this year the bibliography of
forthcoming publications was published in the Sri Lanka National Bibliography Volume
1991 (1-6).

Retrospective Bibliography

As it was in 1963 that the compilation of Sri Lanka National Bibliography had
commenced, the compilation of a bibliography to cover the period prior to 1962 became
an important national task. The National Library started this in 1990. After compiling
the Retrospective Bibliography for the period 1962-1885, although it had been decided
to compile volumes such as 1961, 1962.......... etc. due to the practical problems which
arose in compiling the Retrospective Bibliography, 1962 it was later decided to compile
volumes from 1885 to the future such as 1886, 1887 etc. Accordingly, collection of
information for the volumes 1885 - 1890 was started. In the meantime relevant action is
in progress to publish the Retrospective National Bibliography for 1962.

Children's Bibliography

After the publication of the Children's Bibliography for 1988, in 1990 it had
been the intention of the National Library to publish this bibliography regularly.
Accordingly the compiling activities of the 1989/90 Children's Bibliography were
completed and handed over for printing. At the same time, the compiling of the
Children's Bibliography of 1991 has been completed and the manuscript has been
prepared to be handed over for printing.

Cataloguing Division S

The role of the Cataloguing Division is the preparation of catalogue cards that
include correct bibliographic information of all the library material acquired by the
National Library of Sri Lanka and in addition maintain the National Library Catalogue.

National Library Catalogue

During this year, a significant progress was seen in the cataloguing activities.
6085 current books 390 maps and 738 government publications acquired for the National
Library during the year were catalogued.
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Documentation Services Division

Among the tasks of a National L{;’brary, documentation service activities receive
an important place. Several wide ranging tasks considered important both nationally and
internationally have been assigned to this division. This division's activities are the
compilation of bibliographies and directories in selected fields, maintain the National
Union Catalogue and the Referral Centre, function as the centre for Sri Lanka Social
Science Library Network, maintain contacts with other library networks, maintain
contacts with the relevant international organisations and institutions, maintain the
international standard book numbering project as well as international standard serial
numbering project.

National Union Catalogue

As it is inconvenient to obtain all the publications of the country to the National
Library, this centre is made use of to refer the readers to the respective publications.
Accordingly, information about the books and library material available in the other
important libraries is collected by the National Library. At the moment, 6 important
libraries in Sri Lanka contribute to the National Union Catalogue.

National Referral Centre

The main task of this centre is to supply information on various topics in reponse
to requests made to it by local and foreign institutions which desire information from the
social science documentation centre. Such requests flow by letters, telephone messages
or through personal contacts. In response to such requests, the supply of essential
photostat copies, direct to the relevant other organisations to get additional information,
supply publications, collect the required data and send it by post are the tasks fulfilled by
this centre. The National Union Catalogue is made use of in the supply of the
information.

45 bibliographies and indexes owned by the Sri Lanka Library Association were
acquired for the reference collection at this centre. The book - Buttala and its Environs,
obtained from the Colombo public library, and a list of post graduate desertations
obtained from the University of Kelaniya were added to the collection.

Compilation of Bibliographies and Indexes o

Under compilation of bibliographies and indexes, the Sri Lanka Conference
Index (1987-1990) was completed during the year. The response received for the letters
sent to the institutions for the collection of information for the Sri Lanka Conference
Index (1991-92) being insufficient, action was taken to visit the respective organisations
and collect the relevant information. The Sri Lanka Foundation Institute, National
Archives Department, Natural Resources, Energy and Science Authority, Marga
Institute,” Agrarian Research and Training Institute, Sri Lanka Association for the
Advancement of science sent information about the conferences. In addition, reference
was made to the daily newspapers to collect information about conferences. The sinhala
manuscript of the Directory of Government Publications 1990 was compiled and handed
over for printing. The compilation of the Directory of Libraries -in Sri Lanka was
completed. Bibliography on Kataragama and the Directory of Social Scientists in Sri

Lanka are in the course of preparation. The compilation of the bibliography regarding
the arrival of Mahinda thero has been completed. :
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Computer Information Service

Under the International Standard Book Numbering Project (ISBN), information-
" about 123 publishers registered anew in 1992, was entered in the computer data base.
While the editing of the information regarding publishers included in the ISBN computer
data base up to 31.12.1991 was completed, action was taken to send computer printouts
to the ISBN International Centre in Germany.

The details of publishers included in the ISBN project up to 31.10.1992 were
computerised and the computer printouts were sent to the ISBN centre in Germany.

Of the computerised library and information science book collection,”
bibliographic information of 1000 books were edited and a computer printout was
obtained.

Computerisation of the index of the articles about Sri Lanka in the UNESCO
periodicals was completed. In addition the computerisation of the addresses of the other
- libraries was started. The Development and Research Division was supplied with
computerised printed copies of the addresses of the libraries which have been
computerised. The total number of addresses computerised was 2440. The
computerisation of the personal data of the employees of the National Library was
completed.

The preparation of relevant specifications for the purchase of two computers CD
Rom dlsk computer printer and two power conditioners, get such specifications
approved by the Sri Lanka Computer and Information Technology council, summon the
computer technical committee and get such committee to examine the list of tenders and
after any amendments are made, call for tenders to purchase the equipment, were the
activities completed. By November 1992 the equipment was obtained and installed in
the speciﬁed places.

Library Development and Research Division

The role of this d1v1snon is to provide assistance to the different types of libraries
spread throughout the country and the planning of the library services at National level.
The most important tasks which are being attended to by this division are to provide
professional guidance to libraries, grading of libraries, granting assistance for' library
development and conducting of book exhibitions.

 Professional Advice for Libraries

The main task of this division is to provide instructions for the organisation and the
development of libraries in Sri Lanka. During the year professional instructions were
glven to 47 libraries.

Library Development Assistance

Book Donations for Libraries

The books received through the numerous publication assistance projects are
made use of for this purpose. With the help of the information obtained about the
libraries, decisions are made to offer gifts. Under this programme, during 1992, 721
public, scheol and pirivena libraries were donated books worth Rs1 771 118.

Ranfurly Service . )

The International Books Aid Service of the United Kingdom donates books to
the National Library from time to time for distribution among the libraries in Sri Lanka.
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During 1992, under this service 23, school, pirivena and public libraries were donated
1225 books. '

Supply of Furniture 2nd Equipment

During this year, the Board continued the practice of donating furniture and
equipment to selected libraries. Under this, the furniture and equipment kit that are
donated to a library includes reading tables and chairs, book racks, newspaper stands,
notice boards, librarian's tables and chairs, catalogue cabinets etc. During this year, 37
libraries were donated furniture and equipment worth Rs 727 100.

Library Development activities in Provincial Councils '

In regard to the library development activities in the North Central Province, the
Chairperson, Director and other officials of the Board held discussions with the North
Central Province library committees during January, 1992. Library development
inspection tour and a library committee discussion were held during March 1992 in
connection with the development of libraries in the Southern and Uva provinces.

A discussion between the Chief Minister and the Board's Director was held for the
purpose of establishing a Library Board for the Western Province. During July 1992, a
discussion was held with the library committee of the North Western Province and in
November a discussion was held regarding development activities of the libraries in

Central Province. A discussion was also held with the Beruwala and Balapitiya library
committees.

Pradeshiya Sabhas Library Committee

Under the scheme of forming a library committee in every Pradeshiya Sabha in
the island, library committees have been established in 170 Pradeshiya Sabhas. The
Board has received 20 committee reports from those library committees. At the same

time there has been exchange of correspondence with regard to the proposed competition
among library committees.

Library Surveys

The objective of library surveys is to evaluate the services of libraries
established in numerous areas and numerous sections and also to collect the relevant
statistical data and information.

Under this, surveys in respect of Polonnaruwa, Gampaha and Matale districts have been

completed.  Preliminary action has been taken for surveys in Matara, Ampara,
Hambantota and Puttalam districts.

Book Exhibitions

During 1992, a large number of requests were received to conduct exhibitions
and sales outlets. The number of exhibitions and sales outlets held was 10. Those were

held at Colombo, Kalutara, Anuradhapura, Matale, Vavuniya, Badulla and Monaragala
areas.

Compilation of Library Standards

' The standards compiled in respect of schools, public and departmental libraries
during the years 1990 and 1991° were made available to the respective libraries. In
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addition, action was also taken for the grading of the libraries with the help of those
standards as the base.

Grading of Libraries

The grading of libraries is one of the main tasks performed by this division.
Under this, requests for grading received from 11 libraries were attended to by obtaining
evaluation reports and those were assigned the appropriate grades.

National Library Book Shop

At this book shop the publications sponsored by the Sri Lanka National Library
Services Board as well as the Board publications are sold at concessionary prices. In
addition to the books, library stationery material such as catalogue cards, date slips, book
pockets, accession registers, guide cards and date labels etc. are sold. Increased sales
were observed during the months of January, February, March and December of the
year. During the year, by the sale of books and stationery a sum of Rs 581,974 has been
received as income. There has been a great demand for library stationery items and
queries have been received constantly about those.

Purchase of new publications

The project for the purchase of new publications was started in 1990. Under
this, 284 new publications aggregating to 12 862 copies were purchased. Its cost was
Rs 48 585.

Library Conservation Centre Project

With the association of the public libraries in Sri Lanka, a project for the
establishment of book binding centres was started during this year. For this purpose 40
public libraries have been selected at provincial councils, district and pradeshiya sabha
levels as at commencement. In order to implement the project, the pre essentials that
should be available in the relevant libraries and the obtaining of agreement of such
libraries were attended to during this year. Under this project, book binding equipment
are gifted to the selected libraries. In addition, training both in theory and practice
regarding conservation of library material is given either to the librarians in charge or to
the officials in charge of the book binding section of the relevant libraries.

Education and Training Division

The objective of this division is to organise short term training programmes to
train the librarians attached to the various types of libraries in the island. Yet another
important task of this division is to train those in charge of libraries in schools,pirivanas
or such institutions but have had no training in library science. The programmes handled
by this division include postal correspondence course in library science, short term
training courses, seminars, in-service training and lectures.

Postal Corespondence Course in Library Science

The postal corespondence course in library and information science for 1992/93
commenced in August 17. For the 1992/93 education year 33 librarians have been
selected.




Sri Lanka National Library Services Board 88

Training Programmes for School Librarians

There are only a very limited number of professionally qualified librarians who
serve in school libraries. As a remedial measure, school teachers are selected to be in
charge of libraries in the schools. The Library Services Board organises training
programmes for these teachers to provide a basic knowledge on library management and
library science. Accordingly, with the assistance of the Ministry of Education and the
Provincial Directors of Education these programmes are conducted. During this year, a
training programme for the teacher librarians in the Monaragala district was conducted.
Through this, 87 teacher librarians were trained.

Training Programmes for Librarians of Public Libraries

For the benefit of librarians and library assistants who serve in public libraries,
three training programmes were conducted during the year at the International Centre for
Training of Rural Leaders at Embilipitiya. Through these programmes 171 librarians of
public libraries have been trained. A training programme was conducted at the
Kurunegala government agent's office for the benefit of the librarians of the public
libraries in the Kurunegala district. For this programme 30 librarians participated.
During this year a training programme for library attendants of the Kurunegala district
was also conducted.

Training Programme for Librarians of Pirivana Libraries

During this year 2 training programmes were conducted for the benefit of
librarians attached to pirivena libraries. The first programme was held at Vidyasekera
Pirivena at Bandiyamulla, Gampaha to which 25 pirivena librarians participated. The
second programme was conducted at Mahindodaya -pirivena at Kegalle to which 17
pirivena librarians participated. '

Training Programmes for Colleges of Education and Teacher Training Colleges
Librarians

A training programme for colleges of education and teacher training colleges
librarians was conducted at the Board's auditorium, to which 17 librarians participated.

Training Programme for Officers in Charge of Mobile Libraries
During the year training programmes were held for the officers in charge of

mobile libraries. These programmes were conducted at Mahanaga Hall at Hambantota

on May 18th and July 16th. 40 officers in charge of mobile libraries participated in these
programmes.

Seminars

A seminar on the theme "International Standard Book Numbering Project”
(ISBN) lasting one day was conducted at the Board's Auditorium.

In-service Training

Facilities were provided at the National Library for a batch of trainees who
followed courses of the Library Association and to a officer of the Seylan Bank.
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National Library Lecture Series

The lecture programme conducted at the National Library appeared to gain
popularity gradually among the intellectuals. Under this lecture programme 12 lectures -
~ at the rate of | per month were held during 1992.

1 e300 BAFOBEsIEed odom@ qlsice - Mr Piyadasa Ranasinghe

o20ge
2 Katharagama Padayathra Tradition - Mr Patric Harrigan
3 B30 wsiBedcomed S8 §@1® - Dr Sunanda Mahendra
4 5158 QOToo OB MO - Mr Gamini
Sumanasekara

5 International Co-operation in

Expanding Access to Information - Mr Jacques Tocatllan
6 @0 880188 8¢ 60507 ) - Mrs Nalani De Silva

e 630 BHE B0 8ERC TS

7 88 BIOBLHIR: 8ER¢ Beade qdime - Mr L A Jayatissa
e OB § E-1ed BAFOBL1OHE
gdomre 8ERC ®TTDR

8 Q01 815208 )V BEeT eS80 & @<t - Mr Sirinimal

B0® @300 Lakdusinghe
9 Information Services in University
Libraries - Prof. Anthony J Evans
10 oI B3 B8 01 § @Ied - Mr Kithsiri
oIae 888 ordg Kariyawasam
11 SISO GEDEDIE 3HS - Mr HM Gunaratna
c3:8Menecd 8OO 1992, @ettcnd Banda
12 Better Librarian. Communicates - Mrs N Wanasundera

Publication Division

The main objective of the Publication Division is to conduct and maintain the
various publication projects of the Board. The chief projects of this division are :
Publications Assistance Project, editing and publication of classical literature and the
printing of the National Library publications.

Publications Assistance Project

The Publications Assistance Project which was started in 1984 by the Sri Lanka
National Library Services Board, could be identified as the main publications
development programme in the island. So far, under this project, 801 new publications
have been published. During 1992, the number of manuscripts submitted under this
project was 262. All work pertaining to the manuscripts received by the Board was
completed during the year itself. Under this project 48 new publications have been
published during the year. The relevant books are given below :
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Author /
Chandrasoma Vithanage
Rev. Naranpanawe Nandaratana

E M Ratnapala

B A P Senaratne

Piyaseeli Wijemanne
Jayalath Manorathne
Amarasiri Ponnamperuma
Sugathadasa Malalgoda

Dayananda Gunawardane
Tilak Ratnakara

W D W Jayatilake

Sunil Ariyaratne
Jinasoma Weerasuriya
Balangoda Sobhita
Jinedrawansa de Silva
Sirisena Devapriya
Sarathchandra Munasinghe
Premachandra Alwis
Dayasena Gunasinghe

E Kollonage

Sunil Ariyaratne
Somalatha Subasinghe
D M Thilakaratne Banda
Gamini Wijetunge

S D S Kariyawasam

Karunaratne Amarassinghe
Kusum Disanayake

Vini Vitharana

Tissa Kariyawasam
Wimala Wijesuriya

Samarasinghe Gunasekera
Denagama Siriwardana
Henry Weerasinghe

CM A Ameen

Sudath Devapriya
Jayatissa Boralugoda
Piyasena Kahandagamage
Kulathilaka Kumarasinghe
Chandrasiri Palliyaguru

R A Kulasekera

Sunanda Mahendra
Jayalath Manoratne
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I S M Fernando Living With Heart Related

Diseases
Alawattagoda Pemadasa « Cumaratunga the Unknown
Ajantha Dharmasiri 07 28 qeed
R A Jayaweera Enemencs 15303 L3 @B
S G M Weerasinghe COBC OB
Ranjith Dharmakirthi Ol

Board Publications

During the year, the following were published as Board publications :
1  gdome oS - 1992 (1-3), (4-6) and (7-9) volumes

The printing of the following publications are in progress :

1  obogs 01demd 1987

athsroe Beisy 8O o oy qensies BGsie em@r0Eo

GeSomIEE ®) 0O®HSHHE

D cam Sded pman m&Hdse 1990

AN L D WwWwN

gdoomne oS 1992 (10-12)

Publication of Classical Literature

Under this, the printing activities have commenced in respect of Pansiyapanas
Jathakaya' and 'Pujavaliya'. It has been planned to print the 'Pansiya Panas Jathakaya' in
four volumes. The printing of Pujavaliya and volume one of the Pansiya Panas Jathakaya
is in progress. Action has also been taken regarding the Art work to be included in the
two books.

Of the 101 Chapters of the Mahawansa, translation activities in respect of 50 Chapters
have been completed and the manuscripts have been received by the Board. Action has
been taken to get the translated copies of the balance 51 Chapters.

Conservation and Preservation Division

The aim of the Conservation and Preservation division is to organise, protect
and preserve the various collections of library material systematically. Conservation of
the National Library collection for the future being an important responsibility, many
needed steps in regard to this matter have been implemented.

Book Binding
Procurement of Assistance of Qutside Binders

It was possible to implement the book binding activities with greater efficiency
this year than in the previous year. During this period the Conservation Division had
issued 2015 books to the outside binders. Of these, 1864 copies had been returned to the
Board after completing the binding. The amount spent on account of binding during this
year was Rs113 705. As tissue paper was available, the repair of the old and rare books
was done more systematically than in the previous year. At the same time, the binders
agreed to attend to binding activities for the year 1992/93 on the identical rates of the

Bibliography of Educational Reports on Sri Lanka from 1796-1986 - S. Kodagoda
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previous year. Accordingly without calling for new rates anew, new agreements were
signed.

Book Binding Unit ~

In addition to above, during the first half of the year, binding of 148 books were
completed by the book binding unit. Decrease in the strength of the staff stood as one of
the obstacles for the book binding activities. The service of two individuals who had
received training in book binding at the Archives Department was obtained during the
last few months. They had completed the binding of 245 books. They were engaged on
this work on the basis of the payment of Rs 25 per book as labour costs. They continue
to attend to this work.

During the year, with a view to maintain the Book Binding Unit more efficiently
several essential steps were taken. The purchase of the material and equipment was done
under the supervision of the Conservation Division. During the year, a punch card
machine and a fire-creating stone were purchased and tenders have been called to
purchase a equipment for printing of golden letters.

Other Conservation Activities
Organisation of the National Library collection

During 1992, there has been a speedy development in the National Library
collection than in the previous year. 2751 books, 3198 publications under the legal
deposit scheme, 854 micro films, 4 video tapes, 90 cassettes, 6 disks, 891 government
publications were received for the National Library collection during the year. The
Conservation and Preservation Division attended to their conservation after organising
the items in the relevant sections. During the period in order to maintain the reader
services successfully, it became necessary to continue the organisation of the collections
in the National Library. The publications received under the Legal Deposit Scheme
were methodically organised and were placed in the racks. Due to the leakage of water
in the top floor, wetness retained in the first floor, created moulds and attendant damage
to the legal deposit material. During the last quarter of the year cleaning of the moulds
etc was attended to regularly. Electric Fans were used to dry the books. At the same
time, the almyrahas in which the library books were kept, had been damaged by insects,
a chemical substance was spread on those and the library books were also cleaned.

Fumigation

During the year in addition to the conservation of the books by air conditioners
of the three floors of the building, in order to protect the books damage by insects,
fumigation activities were continued regularly. The task of fumigation was attended to
more vigorously during this period. The number of books which were fumigated was
2451. With a view to conduct this activity more actively an additional fumigation
chamber was obtained in 1992 and its installation has been completed with the assistance
of the maintenance division. During this year, two vacuam cleaners had been obtained
for the purpose of removing the dust and cleaning the books, and a cabinet has been
purchased to store the cassette tapes.

The Conservation Division also responded to the queries made by telephone or by
personal interviews in regard to the conservation and preservation of books.
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Conservation of the Newspaper Collection

The organisation tasks were attended to by the relevant staff in regard to the
newspapers collection kept in the readers services division. This division also attended .
- to the binding of books and periodicals.

Conservation of UNESCO Collection and the other Collections in the Second Floor

During August this year due to leakage of water, books in the second floor were
damaged and preservation and conservation activities were attended to regularly during
the last quarter of the year. )
Preliminary action has been taken to obtain from the government factory a paper
pressing machine. During this year tenders were called to obtain Rexin required for
binding books and the construction of phamplet boxes which requires leatherette paper.

Planning Division

A Planning Division of the Board was established during the last year with a view to
attend to the methodical planning and supervision of the activities of the Board. It is the
responsibility of this Division to prepare plans, supervise their implementation,
collection of statistical data and information and attend to the needful in regard to
efficient management of those functions.

Planning activities

During the year, this Division fulfilled the following : Planning of the
forthcoming years activities of the Board, maintain progress reports annually, half yearly
and monthly in respect of every Division, conduct monthly progress review meetings
and attend to foreign training activities of the Board staff.

Conclusion

We are most grateful for the assistance we received from the Ministry of
Education and Higher Education, Ministry of Education Services, members of the Board
of Directors and the staff of the Board, to attend to the functions of the Sri Lanka
National Library Services Board effectively. We offer our thanks to the officials who
assisted us to prepare this report.

M S U Amarasiri _ Ishvari Corea
Director Chairperson

Sri Lanka National Library Services Board
Independence Avenue '
Colombo 7.
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SRI LANKA NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICES BOARD

Account for the year ended December 31, 1992 prepared in terms of section 13(6) of the Finance Act No. 38 of 1971
and section 18(1) of the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board Act No. 17 of 1970.

- Balance sheet as at December 31, 1992 Revenue and Expenditure Account for the year ended December 31, 1992



81,443,352.00
3,494,378.00

887,932.00
189,112.00

11,438,072.00
349,600.00
100,000.00

116,611.00
343,978.00

84,937,730.00

1,077,044.00

11,887,672.00

460,589.00

98,363,035.00

Board Fund

Balance as at January 01
- " ~Credits during the year

Donations & Aid

Balance as at 1st January
Add : Donations received during the year

R & Provisi

Balance of Government

grants for the purchase of Capital Equipments
Reserve for Gratuity

Donations received for printing of "Pujavaliya"

Sundry Deposits
Sundry Creditors

84,937,730.00
3,824,835.00

1,077,044.00
30,690.00

10,657,684.00
1,123,373.00
325,000.00

256,710.00
365,784.00

* 88,762,565.00

1,107,734.00

12,106,057.00

622,494.00

102,598,850.00




52,087,623.00
726,216.00
395,355.00

7,145,823.00
41,139.00
690,380.00
5,835,445.00
30,948.00
5,000.00
30,960.00
1,580,576.00

27,702.00
5,813,602.00
112,119.00
1,011,139.00

675,383.00
123,113.00

53,209,194.00 -

15,360,280.00

7,763,058.00
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Lands & Buildings
National Library Building
Extention for the Buildings
Murals of the Board

Fixed Assets

Office Furniture and Office
Equipments (Net value)

Library equipment (Net value)

Motor Vehicles (Net value)

National Library Book Collection
Book Stock - Books Loan Service
Acquisition of Intellectual Properties
Equipments of the Folkart Section
Book Stock National Science Library

Current Assets

Book stock - International Book Exchange

Book stock - Sales and Distributions
Stock of Library Stationery

Stock of Library equipment for Donation
'Pujavaliya' - work in progress

Stock of Stationery for printing

Stock of Stationery

52,087,623.00
784,099.00
395,355.00

7,846,532.00
37,025.00
1,356,342.00
7,645,540.00
23,211.00
5,000.00
30,960.00
2,431,276.00

13,553.00
5,004,744.00
85,582.00
825,605.00
221,113.00
468,020.00
212,527.00

53,267,077.00

19,375,886.00

6,831,154.00




16,000,000.00
' 469,338.00
138,566.00
16,607,904.00
2,183,029.00
1,036,627.00
3,219,656.00
2,197,943.00
5,000.00
2,202,943.00
98,363,035.00

M.S.U. Amarasiri

Director .
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Deposits

Treasury Deposits 15,000,000.00
Fixed deposits 469,338.00
Sundry deposits 122,482.00
Current Assets

Sundry Debtors & Pre-payments 4,076,331.00
Staff Loans 964,959.00
Balance of Cash

Cash book balance 2,486,623.00
Petty cash Imprest 5,000.00

Ishvari Corea
Chairman

15,591,820.00

5,041,290.00

2,491,623.00

102,598,850.00

————e e




Year -1991

12,000,000.00

63,186.00
1,279.00

15,110.00

62,107.00
1,512,419.00
58,806.00
2,405.00

3,336.00
8,817.00
60,221.00
16,479.00
4,200.00
870.00

5,176.00
15,825.00
300,000.00
1,800.00

590.00
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Revanue and Expenditure Actount for the year ended December 31. 1992

12,000,000.00

79,575.00

1,635,737.00

Government Grant

Government Grant for
Reccurrent expenditure

Publication Subscriptions

Sale of National Bibliography
Sale of Library Publications
Profit received from

book sales

Receipts of interest

Interest on Fixed deposits
Interest on Treasury deposits
Interest on Distress loans
Interest on Special advances

undry income

Profit received from sale
of Library Stationery
Sundry income

Survey fees

Fees for photocopies
Tender forms fees

Lodging fees

Readers Service
registration Fees

Auditorium fees

Rent

Amount recovered for fuel

Money received from sale of
unservicable articles

12,750,000.00

61,782.00
15,364.00

19,235.00

72,385.00
1,505,465.00
63,151.00
2,453.00

2,949.00
605.00
128,771.00
27,468.00
12,600.00
720.00

5,260.00
3,538.00
19,500.00
1,800.00

Year - 1992

12,000,000.00

96,381.00

1,643,454.00
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12,100.00 Money recovered for agreements
55,945.00 Recipts for book extibitions
4,830.00 Book develdpment application fees 9,170.00
11,928.00 Cancellation of cheques 24,168.00
Grading of Librarians 5,000.00
Fees for Postal Courses 10,250.00
502,117.00 251,799.00
14,217,429.00 . 14,741,634.00
Expenditure - 1991 Expenditure - 1992

Personal emoluments and allowances

3,577,804.00 Staff salaries 3,738,460.00
300,337.00 Special Cost of Living allowance 411,331.00
19,500.00 Allowances for Board Members 13,708.00
91,569.00 Over time 113,108.00
35,800.00 Allowances for Board Commette Members 44,850.00
2,500.00 Allowance for inspection of building works
4,027,510.00 4,321,457.00
Travelling
33,175.00 Board employee's travelling 124,513.00
242,217.00 Travelling for travel abroad 190,313.00
1,746.00 Commette members' travelling 1,373.00
Board members' travelling ' 1,150.00
277,138.00 ' 317,349.00
Supplies
288,810.00 Stationery and Printed froms 357,332.00
19,684.00 Purchase of publications for office use 21,906.00

Employee' uniforms 2,080.00

308,494.00 ' 381,318.00




4.18./,559.00
260,536.00
223,796.00

143,221 .00
123,228.00
8,750.00
25,281.00

870,853.00
203,244.00
36,156.00

65,000.00
69,190.00
76,075.00
9,494.00
15,706.00
20,384.00
249,571.00
4,741.00

1,000.00
13,300.00

16,983.00
7,226.00

902,691.00

300,480.00

1,658,975.00
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Repairs and Maintenance of Capital Assets

/

Maintenance of buildings

Repairs and maintenance office equipments

Property Insurance

Maintenance of Motor Vehicles

Fuel

Repairs and maintenance of motor vehicles

Motor Vehicle License fee
Motor vehicle insurance

Transport an er Service

Electricity

Telephone

Transport,, warehousing charges and
other services

Audit fees

postage

Advertisements

Bank Charges

Sundry expenditure

Entertainments

Security

Incom tax

Discipilinery inquaries

Internal planning

Employees training

Medical tests

Curtains for Board building

Employees welfare expenditure

Railway concessionary tickets

Valuation fees

Preparation of National Library Act.

1,057,513.00
368,996.00
223,185.00

210,647.00
267,624.00
7,978.00
34,782.00

910,177.00
215,974.00
12,733.00

65,000.00
106,496.00
53,055.00
10,084.00
24,870.00
39,549.00
295,179.00
4,800.00
1,000.00

37,100.00

7,040.00
26,494.00
16,692.00
49,049.00
12,175.00
43,500.00

1,649,694.00

521,031.00

1,930,967.00




126,612.00
53,898.00
25,560.00
32,527.00

8,772.00

38,694.00

174,746.00
21,562.00

2,564.00
2,114,841.00
430,147.00
568,850.00
37,926.00
80,468.00
141,466.00
326,865.00

58,440.00

286,063.00

196,308.00

3,703,127.00

58,440.00
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Expenditure on Library Services
Acqusition Division

Preservation of books

Donations of International Book Exchange
National Union Catalouge

Membership of International Libraries
International Standard Book Numbering project
Expenditure on Computer Division

Printing of Library Stationary

National Bibliographical Services Division

Process of National Bibliography
Process of National Bibliography Catalouge

Library Development and Research Division

Implementation of Library programmes

Value of ‘books donated to the Libraries

Publishing of Library Literature and Publications
Value of equipments donated

Expenditure on Book Development Projects

Fees for examination of manuscripts

Implementation of Library exhibitions and programme
Expenditure on International book exhibitions

Library Education and Training

Library education Seminars
Postal training Course
Library education and research

152,401.00
52,238.00
668.00
42,402.00

17,000.00

260,745.00
96,263.00

39,890.00
1,506,453.00
646,109.00
566,600.00
71,158.00
123,985.00
180,035.00

109,274.00
14,191.00
18,960.00

264,709.00

357,008.00

3,134,230.00

142,425.00




445,794.00
111,608.00
193,957.00

756,919.00
3,737.00
10,316.00
76,709.00

8,094.00

751,359.00

847,681.00

§8,094.00
891,070.00

14,217,429.00

M.S.U. Amarasiri
Director

.
(@}
[\

Pensions, Pension Benefits and Gratuities

Employees' Provident Fund

- Employees' Trust Fund

Reserve for Gratuities

Reserve for Depreciations
Office Equipment s
Library equipments

Book Stock - Book Exchange Service
Motor Vehicles

Write-off- Equipment losses
Office equipment

Surplus Income

471,675.00

118,500.00
95,338.00

685,513.00
714,583.00
4,114.00
7,737.00
69,038.00

795,472.00

240,461.00

14,741,634.00

Ishvari Corea
Chairman
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EC/R/LS/AA/92 Auditor General’s Department
Independence Square, Colombo 7, Sri Lanka
. 15 September 1994
The Chairperson

Sri Lanka National Library Services Board

Report of the Auditor General on the accounts of the Sri Lanka
National Library Services Board for the year ended 31 December

1992 in terms of Section 14(2) (c) of the Finance Act No. 38 of 1971

The audit of accounts of the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board for the year ended 31 December
1992 was carried out under my direction in pursuance of provisions in Article 154 (1) of the Constitution
of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka read in conjunction with Section 18 of the Library
Services Board Act No. 17 of 1970 and Section 13 (1) of the Finance Act No.38 of 1971. My observations
which I consider should be published with the Annual Report of the Board in terms of Section 14 (2) (c) of
the Finance Act appear in this report. A detailed report in terms of Section 13 (7) (a) of the Finance Act
was forwarded to the Chairperson of the Board on 26 May 1994.

1:2 Scope of Audit
Audit opinion, comments and findings in this report are based on a review of the financial statements

presented to audit and substantive tests of samples of transactions. The scope and extent of such review
and tests were such as to enable as wide an audit coverage as possible within the limitations of staff, othc_er
resources and time available to me. Sub-sections (3) and (4) of Section 13 of the Finance Act give

discretionary powers to the Auditor General to determine the scope and extent of the audit.

2. Accounts

2:1 Opinion

Subject to my comments appearing in this report, I am of opinion that the accounts presented have been
satisfactorily prepared on the basis of generally accepted accounting principles applied on a basis consistent

with that adopted in the preceding year.

2:2 Financial Results

According to the accounts presented, the working of the Board for the year ended 31 December 1992 had
resulted in a deficit of Rs.12,509,539 before taking into account the government grant for recurrent
expenditure. The corresponding deficit for the previous year before taking into account the government

grant was Rs.11,108,929. After taking into account the Government grant of Rs.12,750,000 for recurrent
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expenditure, the surplus for the year was Rs.240,461 as compared with the surplus of Rs.891,071 for the
preceding year after taking into account the Government grant of Rs.12,000,000.

A summary of the financial results for the year under review and the preceding year is given below.

Yeér ended 31 December

1992 1991
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs

Income
Subscriptions for publications

of the Board 96,381 79,575
Interest on fixed deposits 72,385 62,107
Interest on Treasury deposits 1,505,465 1,512,419
Other interests income 65,604 61,211
Survey fees received from
Books Development Project 128,771 : 60,221
Sundry income 103,528 141,896
Rent 19,500 1,991.634 300,000 2,217,429
Expenditure
Personal emoluments and

other allowances 5,006,970 4,778,869
Establishment and

administration 2,629,634 2,244,605
Library service . 3,541,364 4,047,630
Compilation of the
national bibliography 357,008 196,308
Depreciation - 795,472 : 847,681
Repairs and maintenance of

capital assets 2,170,725 1,203,171
Loss of Equipment written-off - 14,501,173 8.094 13,326,358
Deficit before Government grant (12,509,539 - (11,108,929)
Government grant 12,750,000 - 12,000,000
Surplus for the year ; 240,461 o 891,071
Add; Balance b/f 84,937,730 : 81,443,352
Adjustment in respect '

of previous year (1,196.014) 250,145

83,741,716 ‘ 81,693,497

Add: other adjustments 4,780,388  88.522,104 2,353,162 84,046,659

Balance carried forward 88,762,565 84,937,730
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23 Financial Structure
According to the accounts presented, the financial structure of the Board as at 31 December 1991 compared
with that as at 31 December 1992 compared with that as at 31 December 1991 is given below.

As at 31 December

1992 1991
Rs. Rs.
Resources
Board fund 88,762,565 84,937,730
Reserves and provisions 12,106,057 11,887,672
Grants and donations 1,107,734 1,107,044
101,976,356 97,902,447
Utilization
Buildings (at cost) 53,267,077 53,209,194
Other fixed assets at written
down value 19,375,886 15,360,280
Treasury and bank deposits 15,469,338 15,469,338
Net current assets 13,864.055 12,863.634
101,976,356 97,902,447

2:4 Source and Application of Funds

The source and application of funds of the Board during the year under review is shown in the following

statement..
Rs. Rs.
Source v
Surplus for the year 240,461
Add;
Adjustments for items not
involving movement of funds
Depreciation 795,472
Provision for Gratuity 773,773 1,569,245
1,809,706

Less
Adjustment in respect—— : —_—

of previous years 1,196,014
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Funds generated from operations _ 61v3,692’ N
Other Sources

Govermnment grant for

purchase of fixed assets 4,000,000
Printing of Poojawaliya 225,000
Foreign grants 30,690
Treasury Deposits 1,000,000 5,255,690
5,869,382
Application
Purchase of fixed assets 4,838,271
Books received as donations 30,690 4,868,961
Increase in working capital as
analysed below 1,000,421
Effect on Working Capital
Increase Decrease

Cash and bank balance 288,680 , -
Poojawaliya-Work in progress 221,113 -
Stock of office stationery 89,424 -
Sundry deposits, debtors

and pre-payments 1,877,218 ,
Staff loan advances - 71,668
International exchange of books - 14,668
Stock of Books for sale and gifts - : 808,858
Stock of library stationery - 26,537
Gifts of library equipment - 185,534
Stationery for printing - 207,363

Sundry creditors and deposits - 161,905

2,476,435 1,476,014 1,000,421
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Comments on Accounts

1 Accounting deficiencies

Following observations were made

. a)
b)

<)
d)

g)

h)

2.5.

The land in which the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board had been situated had net been
valued and brought to account

Depreciation had not been provided for in respect of four items of fixed assets costing Rs.60,159,478.
Capital expenditure of Rs.132,218 had been accounted for as recurrent expenditure.

The expenditure of R.2,210 incurred on the purchase of a “magie board” and 6 “marker” pens had been
included in the office equipment account instead of being included in the stationery account. .
Though the sum of Rs.3,465 spent on the purchase of 11 coir doormats should have been accounted for
as stock, it had been accounted for as office equipment.

Payments relating to previous year aggregating Rs.7,330 and pre-payments aggregating Rs.58,847 had
been accounted for as expenditure of the year under review.

The sum of Rs.33,485 being payment for purchase of books for the ensuing years had been accounted
for as expenditure of the year under review.

Though five items of assets valued at Rs.9,007,281 had been subjected to physical verification, the
excesses and shortages disclosed at the verification had not been investigated and necessary

adjustments made in the accounts.

2  Physically unverified assets

Six items of assets valued at Rs.11,492,329 had not been subjected to verification during the year

or at the end of the year.

.2.5.3 Unreconciled control accounts

Two control account balances aggregating Rs.2,471,412 had not been reconciled with the balances

in the subsidiary ledgers aggregating Rs.2,205,910.

2.5.4  Lack of evidence for Audit

Fixed assets valued at Rs.9,720,859, current assets of Rs.7,673,751, debtors and prepayments of
Rs.4,076,331, creditors of Rs.622,494, expenditure of Rs.61,670 and receipts of Rs.310 could not
be satisfactorily vouched or accepted in audit due to non availability of relevant fixed assets
registers, board of survey reports, confirmation of balances, goods received notes and bank

receipts.
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2.5.5 Non- Compliance with Laws, rules, Regulatior/ié

and Management Decisions.

Non-compliance observed are’
given below.

Reference to Laws, Rules
Regulations etc.

Reference to Laws, Rules

Regulations etc.

(a) Finance Act

(i) Section 13 (5) (d)

(ii) Section 13 (6)

(iii) Section 13 (8)

(iv) Section 14 (3)

(v) Section 14 (4)

(a)Treasury Circular No.842 of
19th December 1978

(b) Treasury Circular No. PED/52 of
16 June 1989

Details

Minimum internal audit programme had not been
prepared by the Board in consultation with
the Auditor General, since 1971.

Though the annual accounts should be forwarded to
the Auditor General within four months of the close
of the financial year, the accounts for 1992 had been
forwarded on 29 December 1993. Report on
accounts too had not been rendered along with it.

The Board of Directors had not considered the
contents of the Auditor General’s report for- 1991
and reported the action proposed to be taken within 3
months, in terms of Section 13 (7) (a) of the Finance
Act.

Annual accounts together with the reports of the
Auditor General had not been tabled in Parliament in
respect of the years 1987 to 1991.

Action had not been taken to print the annual report
along with the audited accounts for the years 1971 to
1991 and sell them to the public at a decided cost.

A Register of fixed . assets had not been
maintained.

A separate board paper had not been prepared and
forwarded to the Board of Directors to inform them
of the prior year adjustments of Rs.1,196,014 before
including them in the accounts for the year under
review.
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3. Financial and Operating Review

31 financial Results
According to the accounts furnished, the financial results for the year under review was a surplus of .
Rs.240,461 as compared with a corresponding surplus of Rs.891,071 for the preceding year thus disclosing

an adverse variance of Rs.650,610 in the financial results. This adverse variance can be analysed as follows.

Variance
Favourable Adverse )
Rs Rs Rs.
Income
Subscription for Publication
of the Board 16,806 -
Interest on Fixed deposits 10,278 -
Interest on Treasury deposits - 6,954
Other interests 4,393 -
Survey fees from the books
Development Project 68,550
Sundry Income - 38,368
Rent - 280,500
Government Contribution 750,000 -
850,027 325,822 524,205
Expenditure
Personal emoluments and other
allowances - 228,101
Administration and Establishment 305,029
Library Services 506,266 -
Compilation of national
Bibliography - 160,700
Depreciation 52,209
Repair and maintenance
of capital assets - 967,554
Loss of Equipment written off 8,094

566,569 1,741,384 (1,174,815)

Net decrease in the surplus 650,610
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3:2 Performances

(i) Assistance to writers

Assistance to writers for the year under review compared with that of the preceding

year is shown below.

No. of those who

following observations were made

No. of books selected

Value of assistance

applied for assistance for assistance granted
1992 1991 1992 1991 1992 1991
Rs. Rs.
229 238 48 130 1,107,776 3,161,044
(ii) Donations to libraries
Type of No. of No. of books Value of books
donation Libraries donated donated
1992 1991 1992 1991 1992 1991
Rs. Rs.
Short stories
"novels and
educational
books 385 443 31,329 63,865 1,242,80_0 2,114,841
(iii) Transaction of books under “exchange of international books”
No. of books No. of books
received Value distributed Value
1992 1991 1992 1991 1992 1991 1992 1991
167 267 29,028 180,112 309 - 2b1 45,999 53,898
33 Identified losses

(a) An advance of Rs.400,000 had been paid in September 1984 to the Director of Buildings for air

conditioning the National Library building with the idea of obtaining money from the Ministry of

Education. But, the sum concerned had not been recovered from the Ministry of Education.

(b) The office of the Buddhist encyclopedia had rented out a portion of the National Library Services

building at a monthly rent basis. The unpaid rent aggregating Rs.550,000 had been set off against the

accumulated fund of the Board.




34 Cost of personnel

Particulars of employees, normal salary and overtime and the cost per employee compared with those of the
previous year are shown below.

Category of Number cost Awareness cost per Employees
personnel .
Number Normal Salary Overtime Normal Salary " Overtime
1992 1991 1992 1991 1992 1991 1992 1991 1992 1991
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
Executive 22 18 1,145,138 1,006,163 - - 52,052 55,898 - -
Clerical and

Allied Services 65 54 1,935,691 1,896,058 53,258 41,234 29,780 35,112 819 764

Others 39 40 1,068,962 975,920 59,850 50,335 27,409 24,398 1,535 1,258

126 112 4,149,791 3,878,141 113,108 91,569 32,935 34,626 1,088 974

— L ——_1 = —
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3.5 Vehicle Utilization

The Board had a fleet of 5 vehicles during the year under review. Certain significant data relating to the

utilization of the fleet are shown below .

1992 1991
(a) Distance travelled
Petrol - km. 41,433 . 21,855
Diesel - km. 48,101 26,250
(b)  Quantity of Fuel consumed
Petrol - Litres 5,199 3,001
Diesel - litres 5,034 5,515
(c) Average distance trévelled
' per litre of fuel
Petrol - km 7.97 7.28
Diesel - km 9.56 ' 7.46
(d) Expendinlfé on fuel
Petrol - Rs. 155,250 Rs. 90,000
Diesel - Rs. 71,540 Rs. 38,676
(e) expenditure on repairs
Petrol - Rs. 110,382 Rs. 59,740
Diesel - Rs. 75,661 Rs. 56,248
(f) Average expenditure on fuel
per kilometre .
Petrol - Rs. | 375 Rs. 412
Diesel - Rs. ‘ 1.49 Rs. 1.47
(8) Average expenditure on repairs
Petrol -  Rs. 2.66 Rs. 2.73
Rs. 2.14

Diesel -  Rs. 1.57
(h) Average expenditure on fuel ‘
and repairs per kilometre
Petrol - Rs. 6.41 Rs. 6.85
Diesel - Rs. 3.06 Rs. 3.62
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3.6 Budgetary control e

Significant variations were observed between the estimated and actual income and expendituré. It showed

that the budget had not been made use of as an instrument of control during the yearunde review.

4. Systems and Controls

Deficiencies observed during the course of audit were brought to the notice of the Chairperson of the Board
in my report furnished on 26 May 1994 in terms of Section 13 (7) (a) of the Finance Act. Special attention

is needed in respect of the following areas of control.

(a) Finance
(b) Accounts
©) Current assets

() Expenditure
Auditor General
NOTE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL

The accounts of Sri Lanka National Library Services Board for the year ended 31 December 1991 were
audited under my directions in pursuance of of Provision in Article 154 (1) of the Constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka read in conjunction with Section 13 (1) of the Finance Act
No.38 of 1971.

My observations on these accounts that should be published in terms of Section 14 (2) (c) of the Finance

Act are contained in my report of even date addressed to the Chairman of the Board.

Auditor General.

15 September 1994

Auditor General’s Department
Colombo 07.
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