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SRI LANKA NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICES BOARD

ADMINISTRATION REPORT - 1995

Prepared in terms of Sri Lanka National Library Services Board Act No. 17 of 1970 Section
19 (1)

Objectives and Corporate philosophy

Human resources development is accepted as an important component in the sphere of
national development. To pave the way for different strata of society to acquire essential
knowledge and to facilitate that task, it is important that there be well organised library and
information services throughout the country. In this endeavour the Sri Lanka National Library
Services Board (SLNLSB) was established by an Act of parliament No 17 of 1970 to assist,
develop and co-ordinate library and information services in Sri Lanka.

The National Library of Sri Lanka which was established under the SLNLSB is
considered the focal point of the national library system. It functions as the premier reference
library of the country and acts as the main resource centre.

Schools are considered an integral component in the country’s stride towards
achievement of national development and the school library plays an important role in school
education. The SLNLSB gives guidance and aid to organise and run these libraries. The Board
also grants assistance to develop public libraries which interact quite closely with the general
public, university libraries which are centres for higher education, libraries established in other
centres of learning, research libraries affiliated to research establishments and many other types
of libraries.

The SLNLSB assists publishers and authors in numerous ways to print and publish
books and other library material to ensure the maintenance of a satisfactory library service.

The multifarious tasks of the SLNLSB include the preparation of plans at national and
regional levels for library services development, guiding and providing assistance to those in
charge and overseeing library activities with a view to introduce modern methods in library
management, granting assistance to introduce modern information technology practices
including computerisation of libraries, activating programmes to develop the use of libraries,
fostering the reading habit among the general public and developing inter library co-operation.

The SLNLSB continues to function in close association with the world’s major national
libraries including those in the region, especially through the exchange of books and library
material. In addition the SLNLSB interacts closely with regional as well as international library
associations and organisations.
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The Board of Directors as at 1.1.1995 who were appointed by the Hon. Minister of Education in
terms of sec. 2 of Act No. 17 of 1970 were the following:

(1) Mr Henry Samaranayake Chairman
(2) Mr FBRdeSilva - Member
(3) Mr K Jayatilake "
(4) Mr Y B Pussadeniya "
(5 M M D H Jayawardhana "
(6) Mr A Sivanesh Selvam "
(7) Mr Piyasena Kahandagamage
(8) Mr E K Gunaratne . "
(9) Mr Dayaratne Lankapura

9 meetings of the Board of Directors were held during 1995

Advisory Committees

The Advisory Committees which were appointed to advise the respective divisions of the
organisation functioned successfully during the year. The meetings of the committees were held
as follows : '

Name of the committee No. of meetings
Acquisition Advisory Committee (Acquisition Division) ‘ 1
National Bibliography Advisory Committee e
(Bibliographical Services Division) 2
Social Science Library Network Advisory Committee
(Documentation Services Division) - 1
School Libraries Advisory Committee ‘
(Development and Research Division) , : 1
Library Grading Advisory Committee
(Development and Research Division) 1
Information Technology Advisory Committee
(Information Technology Division) 1
Library Education Advisory Committee
(Education and Training Division) 2
Publications Advisory Committee (Publications Division)
Publications Printing Committee (Publications Division) 16

New Publications Selection Committee (Publications Division)

Revision of the National Library Services Board Act

The Cabinet which approved the Sri Lanka National Library and Documentation
Services Board new Act during August last year, on the directions of the Cabinet the Ministry of
Education and Higher Education referred it to the Legal Draftsman. This Draft Act approved by
the Legal Draftsman was sent to the Ministry of Education and Higher Education in September
1995. '
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Staff Changes
Appointments

Mr. G Jayatilake was appointed with'/’effect from 12.11.1995 on contract basis to a post
of Administrative Consultant. New appointments have been made for one post of grade ii clerk,
one post of higher grade stenographer, one post of grade iii storekeeper, one post of telephone
operator, two posts of watcher and five posts of office labourer.

Resignations

Assistant Director Mr. H M Gunaratne Banda resigned on 25.03.1995. In addition 6
grade iii Library Assistants, one cycle orderly resigned during the year.

Vacation of Service

Mrs Neelamani Abeyaratne, Secretary, National Book Development Council, who
functioned on a part time basis in the post of Assistant Director (Administration) vacated from
service on 21.11.1995.

The staff of the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board on 31.12.1995 was as follows :
Post No. in Service Vacancies

Director l

Deputy Director -

Assistant Director , ) -

Accountant -

Assistant Accountant 1

Librarian 2

Assistant Librarian 15

Computer programmer/Analyst grade 11

Publication Officer

Financial Assistant

Maintenance Officer

Library Assistant grade |

Library Assistant grade 11

Library Assistant grade 111

Stenographer (Supra Grade)

Stenographer (Higher Grade)

Stenographer (Lower Grade)

Clerk grade I

Clerk grade II

Typist/Clerk grade 111

Typist grade III

Telephonist/Receptionist

Book-keeper/Accounts Clerk

Storekeeper II

Storekeeper 111

Computer programmer

Punch Card Data Entry Operator/
Machine Operator 1
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Computer Operator 1 -
Cashier 1

Machine Operator * 2 -
Electrician - 1

Book Binder 4 -

Library Attendant 10 2

Driver ‘ ' 4 -

Garden Labourer l 1

Office Labourer 13 6

Cycle Orderly - 2

Watcher 2 -

Sanitary Labourer 5 -

Staff Training

Local Training

1 Course on Library Automation, Sl‘l Lanka Library Association, Mrs Soma Slrlwardane

Library Assistant, Miss Premila Dharmaratnam, Library Assistant, Miss Srima
Sooriyabandara, Library Assistant, Mrs Chandima Palihawadana, Computer Operator and
Mr Puspakumara Udayanatha, Data Entry Operator, six months from 12.3.1995.

2 Training Programme for Drivers Sri Lanka National Library Services Board,
Messrs G D Amaranath Perera, P Palihawadana, D S Pathirana, D G B M Somaratne,
19.8.1995. N -

3 * '’ Training Programme for Board's officials who received new appointments, Sri Lanka

' National Library Services Board, Mr A P Samanthilake, Assistant Librarian,
Miss I M Wijesundera, Telephonist, Mr K P Ranjith Dharmakirthi, Store Keeper,

“Mr H Geekiyanage, Office Labourer, Mr K A Wasantha Kumara, Ofﬁce Labourer
Mr Ravmdra Kumara, Office Labourer, 22.12.1995.

Foreign Training

1 BISA Programme, Australia, Mrs Jasintha Seneviratne, Assistant Librarian,
9.1.1995 - 17.2.1995. , _

2 National Library Silver Jubilee Commemoration Book Exhibition, Maldives, Mr Henry
Samaranayake, Chairman, Mr H N Peiris, Publication Officer, 3.2.1995 - 11.2.1995. A

3 Conference of Directors of National Libraries in Asia and .Oceania, Australia,

Mr M S U Amarasiri, Director, 26.5.1995 - 28.5.1995.
Construction and Maintenance Work

The construction work of the Board’s stores complex and the Book shop were completed
during the year. The Book shop covering an area of 600 square feet cost Rs 629,600 and the
stores complex covering an area of 1500 square feet cost Rs 803,020 by way of construction
expenditure. In addition, the cleaning and sanitary service duties are attended to by the relevant
company on a contract basis. The maintenance tasks of the office equipment ‘and the motor
vehicles were duly performed. ‘ ' o

: P
2 .
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Acquisition Division

The responsibility and the role of the Acquisition Division is to obtain the appropriate
books and other library material suitable to the National Library of Sri Lanka. According to the
acquisition policy of the National Library priority consideration is given to acquire :
- (i) publications published in Sri Lanka (ii) publications about Sri Lanka published in foreign
countries (iii) publications by Sri Lankans published in foreign countries (iv) main reference
sources (v) other reference sources which are specially required for research which could not be
acquired by the other libraries (vi) publications pertaining to library and information science. In
addition publications are received from the Asian Development Bank in the form of deposit
copies. In respect of categories (i) to (iii) above, three copies from each publication are
purchased. With regard to publications regarding library and information science two copies are
purchased from each publication and one copy of each of the reference publications.

Acquisition of Deposit Copies

In accordance with the amendment made in 1976 to the printers and publishers ordinance
of 1885, a copy of every publication published in Sri Lanka is legally entitled to be added to the
National Library collection and the National Library receives one copy of those deposited with
the Department of National Archives. During this year under the legal deposit scheme, the
National Library has received 6726 books and other publications and 9647 newspapers.

Purchases

A main source through which the National Library obtains the required publications is
by purchases. In making local purchases, extra copies have to be purchased of publications
which do not fall under the legal deposit scheme, publications which fall under the legal deposit
scheme but are not deposited and which fall under the legal deposit scheme. In addition, foreign
publications and primary reference books are also purchased. Local and foreign bibliographies,
book lists, newspapers and periodicals are made use of to select such publications. During 1995,
the amount allocated for purchases was Rs 4 million. Under purchases, during this year, the cost
of the books and the other library material purchased amounted to Rs 2,386,599. During the

year, 772 books, 445 periodicals 409 diskettes, 7 CD-Rom disks and 15 cassettes were
purchased.

International Books Exchange Service

Through the development of exchange contacts with the National Libraries and the other
main libraries in foreign countries it has made possible to develop the National Library
collection. Under this programme, by the end of the year, exchange contacts had been made
with 55 foreign libraries. Under the international books exchange programme, during this year,
the value of the library material received from the foreign libraries to the National Library of Sri
Lanka was Rs 27,780. The National Library of Sri Lanka had despatched library material
costing Rs 59,660 under the exchange programme to the foreign libraries.

Gifts

The gifts received from individuals and various institutions have greatly helped to
develop the National Library collection. Such gifts received in this manner by the National
Library have made it possible for the general public to access to them.

Under the scheme of acquiring publications as gifts from numerous institutions and
individuals, 293 publications had been received during 1995. In addition books and magazines
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have been received by the National Library of the Sri Lanka from the Library of the Buddhist Sri
Lankan Association located in Victoria Australia. '

Collection of Rare Books

‘ Old rare manuscripts ola leaf manuscripts, and other rare printed books pertaining to Sri
Lanka are collected to be deposited in the National Library. During the year 44 rare books were
purchased and Rs 7,760.00 was spent on this.

Reader Services Division

The main task of this Division is to provide facilities to the readers to handle the books
and other library material collected at the National Library of Sri Lanka. When compared with
the previous years, the Reader Services Division had served a greater number of readers during
1995. Those engaged in research connected with higher educational institutions and other
research institutions, students who follow post graduate degree programmes, individuals hanlmg
from different strata of society engaged in various fields of research made use of the Natlonal
Library collection during this year. In three floors, three main reading rooms and a specnal
Information Desk are maintained within the Reader Service Division. Considerable increase in
the use of newspapers, government publications and legal deposit materials has been revealed
from the facts depicted in the statistical data.

User Education and Publicity Activities

Due to the enllghtenment of the concept of the National Library of Sri Lanka in the
recent past, lack of knowledge still among the general public about the National Library and its
activities has created a problem and to meet this situation this division implements numerous
propaganda programmes. With a view to achieve this objective numerous mass media and other
activities are handled.

During this year, publicity and educational activities consisting of the insertion of press
notices regarding the functions of the National Library, publication of articles in magazines,
create awareness among numerous institutions about the resources of the National Library,
arrangement of educational visits to the National Library, conducting lectures etc were fulfilled.

Reference and information Service

During the year, through the numerous collections in the National Library, the readers
have been provided with reference and information services. When compared with the previous
year, a significant progress has been seen in regard to the use of the National Library by the
readers. Of the collections in the National Library, the most popular collections handled have
been newspapers, periodicals, government publications and legal deposit material. During the
year, 8311 readers handled the numerous collections in the National Library. The number of
readers who obtained permanent membership of the National Library was 591 and 3142 readers
obtained short term membership.

Photo Copy Service

Facilities have been provided to the readers to obtain photo copies of the library material
in the numerous collection in the National Library at concessionary prices. During the year,
readers have been supplied with 22,709 photo copies.
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Inquiry Service

A service performed by this division is to respond to the queries made by individuals on
numerous subjects. Under this, queries made,by letters, by telephone calls or by personal callers
were duly answered. During this year, replies had been given in regard to 116 queries.

Inter Library Loan Services

This project started in 1990 provides library books on loan. During this year, this
service was conducted in colloboration with several main libraries. During 1995 this service was
further expanded.

National Bibliographical Services Division

The compilation of the National Bibliography is the role of the Bibliographical Services
Division. This division compiles several bibliographies such as National Bibliography,
Retrospective Bibliography and several other special bibliographies. National Bibliography is
the only authoritative and systematic record of information on current publishing in the country.
The Bibliographical Services Division performs a role considered as important both nationally
and internationally.

Sri Lanka National Bibliography

Compilation of the Sri Lanka National Bibliography is a main responsibility of the
National Library. The National Bibliography is an authoritative publication which includes
information on all the publications published in the country. The publication of the Sri Lanka
National Bibliography was commenced in 1962. From 1962 to 1973 this activity was undertaken
by the National Archives Department. After the establishment of the Sri Lanka National Library
Services Board in 1970, this task was assigned in 1974 to the Sri Lanka National Library
Services Board.

The monthly publication of the Sri Lanka National Bibliography was successfully during

the year. During the year, December 1994 volume and the volumes from January to November
1995 were published.

Bibliography of Forthcoming Publications

The objective of this publication published as a section of the Sri Lanka National
Bibliography is to supply information about the forthcoming publications. The Bibliography of
forth coming publications is compiled with the information gathered from the publishers in
regard to their future publications. During the year Bibliography of forth coming publications
were published along with the Sri Lanka National Bibliography December 1994 volume and
monthly volumes from January to November 1995 .

Retrospective National Bibliography

The Retrospective Bibliography could be identified as an extremely important project
that has been implemented in the recent past by the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board.
This Bibliography includes information which refers to publications published during a period of
about 147 years- i.e. from 1737 when the art of printing was begun in Sri Lanka and until 1885

when the legal deposit law was introduced. It is proposed to complete this project’s activities in
1996.
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Cumulative Bibliography

The publication of a cumulative bibliography containing inforamtion of all the National
Bibliographies published during an year is attended to under the project. During this year action
was in progress regarding the compilation of the 1994 cumulative volume of the Sri Lanka
National Bibliography.

Children’s Bibliography

The Compilation of the children’s‘)LBibliography for the year 1992, which was started at
the beginning of 1995 was completed. |he editing of the children’s Bibliography 1993 was
also completed. -

Cataloguing Division

Cataloguing Division is one of the tnain technical divisions of the National Library of Sri
Lanka. The role of this division is the preparation of catalogue cards which will include correct
bibliographic information of all the library material acquired by the National Library of Sri
Lanka and in addition maintain the National Library Catalogue. The National Library Catalogue
is the only source through which the readers can obtain information about the National Library
collection. Hence the National Library Catalogue is compiled scientifically as well as to obtain
information with ease.

National Library Catalogue

During this year 2837 books were catalogued 966. books of the backlog collection have
been examined. Cataloguing of books belonging to library science collection has been updated..
Books belonging to science and technology collection have been catalogued and updated. 874
micro films have been examined and catalogued. 91 new periodicals were catalogued and 2696
periodicals were entered in to the catalogue. -

Documentation Services Division

In the National Library, Documentation Services activities are considered as a very
important quantum of work. The objective of the Documentation Services Division is to explore
not only the information available within the National Library collection but also numerous other
avenues of information existing in the country and present such information which could be
used conveniently by the readers. The Documentation Services Division has been assigned a
major role which is considered important both nationally and internationally. The main projects
of this division are : the compilation of Bibliographies and Derectories in the selected fields and
maintaining of National Union Catalogue and the National Referral Centre asiwell as
maintaining of contacts with the national and international library networks and compilation of
the Sri Lanka Newspaper Article Index.

Compilation of the National Union Catalogue

The compilation and maintenance of the National Union Catalogue is an important
responsibility of a National Library in any country. Thé National Union Catalogue should
include information about the books and other library material available in the other main
- libraries in the country. If the readers who visit the National Library find that what they need is
not available in the National Library, then with the assistance of the National Union Catalogue
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they will be able to locate the libraries where the required information could be ol?tainfed. The
National Union Catalogue of the National Library of Sri Lanka is contributed by 23 libraries.

National Referral Center /i

The main task of this center is to provide information in response to requests made by
local and foreign institutions which seek information from the Social Science Documentation
Centre. Such request which are made by letters, telephone or by personal contacts are responded
by the supply of essential photostat copies, or by directing to the relevant institutions to get more
details, or by supplying publications or collect the information needed and despatch it by post.
In providing such information, the National Union Catalogue is also made use of.

The Referral Center has received copies of 31 Indexes and Bibliographies compiled by
the students of the Sri Lanka Library Association during the year 1994. Action was taken to
prepare a card catalogue for those bibliographies and indexes .

Compilation of Bibliographies

During this year, the following publications were handed over for printing. 'Sri Lanka
Conference Index 1991/92', 'Directory of Government Publications 1991/92'. Compilation of the
'Directory of Social Science Libraries information Centers and Databases 1994'is in progress.

Social Science Library Network

The National Library of Sri Lanka functions as the focal point of the Asia-Pacific
Information Network in Social Sciences in Sri Lanka. This information netwok's regional center
is located in Bankok, Thailand and the National Library of Sri Lanka is connected to it. The
primary aim of the Social Science Information Network is to organise the social science
information in Sri Lanka, assist the social science libraries and those engaged in social science
research as well as control the bibliographic information of the publications pertaining to the
social science sector. Associated with this information network and combining the social science
libraries in Sri Lanka, there is in operation a local library network. A meeting was held on
31.3.1995 for the librarians connected with this local network.

Maintaining of relationship with the other Library Net Works at National Level

It is very essential that the National Library of Sri Lanka, in its capacity as the main
library in Sri Lanka, should maintain a close relationship with the other library networks which
function at national level. Under this, at the moment, the National Library of Sri Lanka
maintains contact with 7 main library networks which are funtioning in Sri Lanka.

International Standard book Numbering Project (ISBN)

International Standard Book Numbering Project (ISBN) is an important project
maintained by the Documentation Division. The National Library of Sri Lanka is the National
Agency for International Standard Book Numbering in Sri Lanka. This entail assigning ISBN
numbers to books published in Sri Lanka. Information about the publishers is sent to the head
quarters of the International Standard Book Numbering project situated in Berlin in Germany by
the Documentation Services Division. At that point, computerised and print media information
about the relevant publishers is distributed throughout the world. During this year 255 new
publishers were registered under the International Standard Book Numbering project. During
this year, 1677 books had been issued ISBN numbers. The relevant details are given below.
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Type of publisher : No. of Book
Commercial publishers 768
Government and non government institutional publishers 534
Author publishers/private publishers 375
1677

By publication of advertis@ments in the English and Sinhala newspapers, publicity was
given to the Bar-Code Method. The Bar-Code Method was implemented with effect from
1.8.1995 and six Bar-Code numbers have been issued to publications.

International Standards Serial Numbering Project (ISSN)

This project was started in 1993. Through this, all serial publications published in Sri
Lanka are issued numbers. All the priviledges applicable to the books under the international
standards book numbering project, which are indicated above, are also receivable under this
project by the serial publications published in Sri Lanka. This project's head quarters is situated
in Paris in France. During this year, 38 publishers have been registered and ISSN numbers have
been issued to 42 serial publications. A progress report covering the Period 1.9.1994 -
31.10.1995 of the Sri Lanka ISSN National Center was forwarded to the ISSN International
Center.

Library Development and Research Division

The role of this division is to provide assistance to the different types of libraries
established throughtout the country as well as the planning of the library services at national
level. The chief projects implemented by this division are : supplying of professional adviee to
libraries, granting assistance for the development of libraries, Provincial Council Library
Development Project, library surveys, organisation of book exhibitions and the grading of
libraries. ’

Professional Advice to Libraries

‘To give advice to libraries and other institutions pertaining to library activities is an
important service that is being fulfilled by this division. Under this, during the year, professional
advice had been given to 50 libraries and other institutions.

Library Dévelopment Assistance
Book Donations

. As a particular course for the development of library activities, the Library Services
Board gifts books to needy libraries. Books received through the publications assistance project
administered by the publications division and the purchase of new publications project are used
for this purpose. During this year, 256 school libraries, 36 public libraries and 156 other libraries
aggregating to 448 libraries were gifted books valued at Rs1,697,244. :

International Book Aid Programme

The Book Aid international programme of the United Kingdom donates books to the
National Library of Sri Lanka from time to time to be distributed among the libraries in Sri
Lanka. Under this 30 libraries have been gifted 1246 books. In addition, action was taken to
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distribute among the relevant libraries, the balance stocks of the Ranfurly collection on Law and
Mass Media.
Supply of furniture and equipment A
The objective of this project, is to encourage the Authorities of the institutions to put up
new buildings for libraries and more particularly to supply scientifically planned furniture and
equipment to small school, public and pirivena libraries. Accordingly, this year too, furniture and
equipment were donated by the Board to institutions where new buildings had been constructed
for libraries. The furniture and equipment kit consisted of reading tables, and chairs, book racks,
newspaper stands, notice boards, librarian's tables and chairs and formica tables and chairs, and
catalogue cabinets. During this year, under this programme, furniture and equipment valued at
Rs 957,197 were gifted to 51 libraries.

Provincial Council Library Development project

During this year, under the guidance of the Library Services Board, the preparation of
library statutes in respect of Western, North Western, Sabaragamuwa and Central Provincial
councils were attended by the respective provincial councils. The Sabaragamuwa provincial
council library statute has been approved by the Governor. The library statute of the North
Western province has been made ready for the approval of the Governor. The Central province
library statute had been approved by the Governor and published in the gazette. The preparation
of the library statute of the western province has been completed.

Library Surveys

The evaluation of the library services that exist in varied sections and in different areas
in Sri Lanka and collection of the relevant statistical data as well as information, are the
objectives of conducting library surveys. Under the district library survey activities, during this
year, the compilation of the relevant survey report in respect of Ampara, Polonnaruwa and
Colombo districts was done. :

Book Exhibitions

Although plans were made to conduct 15 book exhibitions during 1995, due to the
conditions that prevailed in the country, it was not possible to hold some of the exhibitions.
However, 8 book exhibitions were conducted during the year at Colombo, Matele, Badulla,
Debarawewa, Nittambuwa, Monaragala and Galle.

Formulation of Library Standards

Attention has been focused to make amendments in conformity with the current needs in
respect of the standards compiled during 1990 and 1991 in regard to school, public and
depz?rtmental libraries. As it was considered important to study the library standards in the
foreign countries, action was taken to obtain the library standards of foreign countries.

Grading of Libraries

The grac?ing of libraries, is one of the main funtions of this division. Under this, requests
for grading received from 4 libraries were attened to by obtaining evaluation reports and action
was taken to grade them to the appropriate grades.
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National Library Book shop

Publications sponsored by the Library Services Board and the publications published by
the Board are sold at concessionary prices to the libraries. In addition to the publications, library
stationary such as catalogue cards. date slips, book pockets, accession registers, guidé cards, date
labels are sold at cheap rates. During this year, a new building was contructed for the National
Library Book Shop. During the year the income of the Book Shop was Rs.550,719. During this
year, action was taken to obtain books from other institutions and sell them at concessxonary
prices to the libraries.

Library Conservation Centers Project

Under the second stage of the establishment of book binding centers, the initial activities
involved in the establishment of 25 book binding centers in 25 selected libraries were attended to
during this year. Under this, selecting of libraries where book binding centers were to be
established, obtaining of information about the prior requirements needed at the respective
libraries and obtaining of concurrence for same, placement of orders for book binding equipment
which were to be gifted to the respective libraries were attended to during this year. In addition,
priliminary work of the training programmes for the book binders to be in charge of the book
bmdmg centers was attended during the latter part of this year. - :

Government Librarian Constitution

The Board with the assistance of the Sri Lanka Library Association, appointed a special
committee and obtained a report in regard to the steps to be taken to slove the problems of the
government librarians. Thereafter, in order to draft the constitution of the government librarians,
a committee was appointed by the Ministry of Public Administration. A representative of the Sri
Lanka National Library Services Board is also included in that committee. This committee
attended to its activities during the year.

Special Library Development Project

The library at the Vidyalankara Privena at Kalaniya was selected for development during
this year. . After the library was examined action was taken to provide the needed books and-
other library material, furniture and equipment as well as grant assistance to attend to the
library’s cataloguing and classification tasks. Under this 50 reading chairs, 20 easy readmg
chairs and books valued at Rs 5,000 were made available to the library.

Information Technology Division

The Information Technology Division was established in 1993 to attend to the computer
funtions and also to apply new technological practices at the National Library of Sri Lanka. At -
the moment, with a view to advise and assist in the computer funtions at the National Library,
the services of a consultant in computer science was obtained. In accordance with the directions
received, the activities of this division were further expanded during this year. As an initial step,
priority was given to computerise the National Library Catalogue, National Blbllography and the
activities of the Finance and Administration Divisions.

Creation of Data Bases

With a view to computerise the library material purchased for the National Library of
Sri Lanka, a data base known as LCAT has been created. By the end of the year, 4295 entries
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have been entered in Sinhalese and English languages with the help of the information on books
received from the cataloguing division. During this year, action was taken to enter 2652 entries.
Yet another important project that is being implemented by the information technology division
is the computerisation of the National Biblidgraphy. So far 2376 entries have been entered.
During this year the number of entries entered aggregated to 1613.

Information about the publishers covered by the ISBN Publisher's Directory is included
in this data base. So far information about 1512 publishers have been entered. During this year
action was taken to send information about 255 new publishers to the International Standard
Book Numbering Agency in Germany.

Computerisation of Office Work

During this year, the salary details of all the employees of the Board have been
computerised and the printed salary particulars have been supplied to the Finance Division every
month during this year. This has greatly eased the work in the Finance Division.

Computer Education and Training activites

The Board sponsored 5 of its officials to attend the course on Library Automation
(COLA) conducted by the Sri Lanka Library Association. An officer of the Information
Technology Division participated in the workshop on data communication and database access in
the information age sponsored by the Arthur C Clarke Centre and conducted at the British
Council Library.

Purchase of New computers

During 1995 3 computers (MB 486) with greater capacity, 3 printers and 3 power
conditioners were purchased. These computers have been given for official work in the
numerous divisions.

New Computer Unit

Action was taken to organise a separate air conditioned section in the first floor of the
National Library to facilitate the systematic maintenance of the computers. By this, it will be
easier to serve the readers, and also reduce the expenditure on maintenance costs.

Education and Training Division

The objective of the Education and Training Division is to provide short term Education
and "l."rammg programmes to the librarians in order to give them further training. The main role
of this division is to conduct short term programmes on library science to the librarians who

serve in public, school pirivena and other varied types of libraries and conduct seminars and
lectures on Library Science.

Postal corespondence course in Library Science

For the benefit of those who were referred and who failed at the examinations held in
connection with the postal corespondence course held in the previous year, a repeat examination
was held during October this year. Action was taken to obtain particulars regading those who had
queried by letters to follow the course scheduled for the next academic year.
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Programme for School Librarians

There are only a very limited number of professionally qualified librarians who serve in
school libraries. In order to solve this problem, teachers are assigned to serve in school libraries.
The Library Services Board conducts training programmes in library science for the benefit of
such teachers. These programmes are conducted with the co-operation of the provincial Directors
of Education, attached to the Ministry of Education. During this year 4 training programmes
were conducted for the school librarians. These programmes were held for the teacher librarians
in Matale, Badulla, Gampaha and Monaragala districts and through these programmes 247
teacher librarians have been trained.

Training Progammes for Public Librarians

During this year 2 training programmes were conducted for the training of public
librarians. These were conducted at the international Center for Training of Rural Leaders at
Embilipitiya. Through these programmes 100 public librarians were trained.

Seminars
During the year, the following seminars were conducted by the Education and Training
Division.
1. Seminar for Public Librarians in the Western Province
2. Seminar for public Library Attendants in the Western Province

3. Seminar on Library and Documentation Systems Development through International
Standards

4. Library Science Seminar for District youth Services Officers of the National Youth Services
Council.

National Library Lecture Series

The National Library of Sri Lanka conducts a monthly lecture programme.  Under this,
on a selected subject area, a lecture is delivered each month by a specialist in the chosen field.
During this year, under the National Library lecture series 12 lectures were delivered by experts
in the respective fields on subjects pertaining to book publishing , library science, political
science, mass communication, law, art etc. The relevant details are indicated below.

1. 8§ @ 518 9O w000 @adDEecd eI OIRH®

8Ec B@dmsmmes : - Mr Gunasena Vithana
2. 08 0788 I8 0@ B Begrom
BHEw - Miss Janaki Fernando
3. Information Services to the United States
Congress - Ms Margaret E- Melun
4., & @med IO Hedyeds Beawe qlseno - 1994 - Mr K P M Jayatilaka
5. o088 gesId@8wmred qbaces - Mr Mohan Samaranayake
6. @015 20OrDr g DOH®ren DI - Mr H M Gunasekera
7. /DO efor voed gmaes BB’ Ledpnd qgre '

20 cremiOn - Mr Bobby G Boteju
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8. Bove ocdoed HO @@ - Mr Rohana Weerasinghe

9. 0o ®eBemecd 9O D& - Mr Jayatunga Amaraweera

/

10. om@e 88w o 8dodmodenc - Mr Mahinda Relapanawa

11. gdome cOsded ©8 ogends 30 Bosrgem widm - Mrs Saroja Wetthasinghe

12. 03:08080 ©3¢m DO8m ) Seedn eo0qdr 6e0> - Mrs Nalani de Silva
6IC) DO '

Publications Division

The role of the Publications Division is to conduct and maintain the publications projects
of the Board. The main projects which are being implemented by this Division are : Publications
Assistance Project, purchase of new publications, revision and publication of classical literature
and the publication of the National Library publications.

Publications Assistance Project

The publication assistance project which was started in 1984 is at present the major
important Government assistance project for publications. Under this project, authors are
assisted to publish new publications. Under this programme 288 manuscripts were received to
the Board in respect of the year 1995. A workshop about the printing activities was held to
educate the authors whose manuscripts had been approved. Under the publications assistance
programme, during this year, 111 new publications have been published. The details of the
books are given below.

Author

Narawila Patrick

Daya Rohana Athukorala
Denagama Siriwardane
Chandrasiri Palliyaguru
Cathleen Jayawardane

J A Podiratne Angamale
Nissanka Wijemanna

A P Dharmasuriya

Senesh Disanayake Bandara

Piyasena Kahandagamage
Jayatilaka Kammellaweera
K G Premaratne

Gathare Dhammapala Thero

Jayadeva Tilakasiri

Miniwan P Tilakaratne
Chandrasena Munaweera

Title
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Kivulegedara Narada Thero
Bandula Jayawardana
Balangoda Sobhita Thero
Jayantha Wimalasena

Lesli B Sirimanna
PAJYapa

K L Padmasiri Liyanage
Gunaratne Ramanayake

Jayasena Buthpitiya
Ediriweera Sarachchandra
Lalith Ranasinghe
Sunanda Mahendra
Jayantha Wimalasena

L A D Sarath Chandrasiri
Piyadasa Welikannage

K B Sugathadasa

Sena Nanayakkara

Piyaseeli Wijemanne

S J Deepika Manel

L P B Jayaratne
Ratnapure Rahula Thero
Jayasena Godahewa
Ranjit Malliyawadu
Kapila M Gamage
Samantha Herat

Milton Maddumage

Chintha Laksmi Sinhaarachchi
Piyasiri Kodithuwakku
Dhanapala Gunasekara

Manel Karunatilake

L KR Perera
Ariyasena Handuwela
Jayaratne Samarasekera
R A P K Ramanayake
M Ajith Samaranayake
Charitha Disanayake

Dharmasiri Ginige
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Yasawardane Rodrigo
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Karunaratne Makaduwawa
Rohitha Wijethilaka

Lalith Ranasinghe

Sirisena Devapriya

Indrani Weerasinghe
Jayatunga Amaraweera
Asoka Malimage

D R Peiris

Karunadasa Hettiarachchi
Thilak Balasuriya

J K Kumaradasa

Bandara Menike Wijetunga
P S W Gunawardana

D M Paranagama

/

K D R Dayawansa

R M B Ratnayake
Walter Marasinghe
Piyasena Amarakirthi
K A Bandula P Dayaratne
P S W Gunawardane
Gamini Wijetunga
Dayasena Gunasinghe
Yamuna Malini Perera
D A C Stanley Silva
Aruna Gunaratne

Rohini Kumari Muwandeniya
W S Gunasekera
Chandraratne Bandara
Leelananda Wickramasinghe
Vajira Prabath Wijesinghe

S Karnappuli

Piyasena Rathuwithana
Kulasena Fonseka

Bandula Vithanage

P B Meegaskumbura
Senarat Gonsal Korala

Sena Thoradeniya

Vijayee Lakshmi Dammulla
Jinendrawansa de Silva
Seela Hindurangala

Wasantha Abhaya Kumara Disanayake

Karunaratne Amarasinghe
Tilakaratne Abeywickrama
Samitha Ratgama
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Lamson Weeraseekara aimupA .
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Orukmankulame Chandana Thero
Sarath Jayasinghe
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A printing committee related to the division has been appointed for the preparation of
printing standards of the approved manuscripts. Examination in depth is resorted to in respect of
the manuscripts presented by the authors. In accordance with the suggestions of the examiners,
the standards. of the manuscripts are improved further and then published. During the past ten
years under this project more than 1000 new publications have been published. About 3.5 million
copies of these publications have been printed.

Purchase of new publications

The purchase of new publications project is implemented to grant assistance to the
authors in the island. Under this, during the year, authors were assisted by purchase of copies in
respect of 341 book titles. The total amount spent on this account is Rs. 1,305,882

Board publications

During this year, the following board publications were published :

(1) zZmooe zies 1994 (10 - 12) volume
1995 (01-03) volume
1995 (04-06) volume

(2)  zzEmene L ol

(3) e OFH PeTUTLEIGET

Editing of Classical Literature

The editing of the old classical literature is an important project handled by the
publications Division. Under this, the printing of the pujavaliya and the Pansiyapanas Jatakaya is
in progress. The editing of the Mahavamsaya is being attended to at present.

Conservation and Preservation Division

The role of the Conservation and preservation Division is to organise conserve and
preserve the numerous collections of library material in the National Library of Sri Lanka. Under
this, this division attends to the cleaning of the National Library collectlons fumigation, binding
“and repair of books etc. -
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Book Binding
Procuring of assistance of outside Binders

During this year too, the service of binders who performed successfully the binding tasks
were given the binding of ordinary and rare books. The service of three temporary binders who
had been trained at the Department of National Archives was also obtained.

Book Binding Unit

During this year, the book binding unit has attended to the binding of 2320 books of the
National Library and 1750 copies of the National Bibliography. It had also prepared 126,000
catalogue cards. In addition it had attended to the making of pamphlet boxes, accession registers
and the fumigation tasks of the National Library

Other Conservation activities
Conservation of the National Library Collection

With a view to conserve and protect the National Library collection cleaning and
repairing were attended to regularly. The area where the books are stacked is air conditioned and
special protective measures have been taken to protect the books and the other library material.

Fumigation

For the conservation of the books at the National Library, fumigation being considered
as a chief method is resorted to. During this year 4334 books of the National Library were
fumigated

Planning Division

The planning Division attends to the planning, supervision and co-ordination of every
division of the Board. In addition, it attends to the essential tasks so as to ensure the efficient
execution of the administrative functions.

Planning activities

During this year, this division attended to the planning of the forthcoming year’s
activities of the Board, maintenace of annual, half yearly and monthly progress reports of all the
divisions, conducting of progress review monthly meetings, work involved in regard to the
foreign training of the officials of the Board, supervision of the implementation of the numerous
projects of the Board. In addition maintain statistical data in regard to the numerous projects and
also prepare administration reports were the other tasks fulfilled during the year.

Conclusion

In spite of the numerous problems and difficulties faced during 1995, that our
organisation has fulfilled quite a formidable quantum of work is probed by the foregoing
information. When about 75% of the senior posts of the Board remained vacant, that this result
has been achieved must be specially mentioned. More than 50 National Projects relevant to
national library, library services and publication fields are handled by the Board.

The planning of such projects, their implementation and maintenance at a superior level
are challengeg of very great magnitude. Today, throughout the country, a great awakening and
development is seen in the field of National Library, library services and publications as a result
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of the functions of the Library Services Board. We recall with much gratitude the assistance we
received from all the members of the Board to fulfil successfully the tasks of the Board. We are
also most thankful to the Secretary and all the officials of the Ministry of Education and Higher
Education, Hon. Minister of Education and Higher Education and all the Deputy Ministers for
the assistance received by us. :

We also wish to state herein our appreciation for the assistance we received from the
divisional heads as well as the other staff to conduct successfully the activities of the
organisation. We offer our thanks to all the officials who helped us to compile this report.

M.S.U. Amarasiri ' Henry Samaranayake .
Director Chairman

Sri Lanka National Library Services Boa!
Independence Avenue
Colombo 7
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SRI LANKA NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICES BOARD

Account for the year ended December 31, 1995 prepared in terms of section 13(6) of the Finance Act No. 38 of 1971
and section 18(1) of the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board Act No. 17 of 1970.

Balance sheet as at December 31, 1995 Revenue and Expenditure Account for the year ended December 31, 1995



109

Sri Lanka National Library Services Board '~
Balance Sheet as at December 31, 1995

Year - 1994 Year - 1995." -

Board Fund Account

92,151,698.00
3,570,636.00

95,682,852:00
4,408,782.00

Balance as at January 01
Credits during the year

95,722,334.00

100,091,634.00

39,482.00 Less: Expenditure over income 201,114.00
95,682,852.00 99,890,520.00
Grants and Donations Account .
1,107,734.00 Balance as at 1st January 1,132,220.00
24,486.00 Add : Donations received during the year
1,132,220.00 1,132,220.00
Reserves and Provisions
Balance of Government Grants for the purchase of
10,155,500.00 Capital Equipments 9,247,364.00
1,694,553.00 Provision for Gratuities 1,763,067.00
325,000.00 Grants received for printing of "Pujavaliya” 325,000.00
12,175,053.00 11,335,431.00
Current Liabilities
283,202.00 Sundry Deposits 259,045.00
365,576.00 Sundry Creditors 1,394,638.00

648,778.00

Accruid expenses

143,348.00

1,797,031.00



52,087,623.00
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ASSETS
Lands & Buildings

National Library Building

52,087,623.00

Stores building and bogk Sales Centre 1,361,174.00
1,324,167.00 Improvements for the ‘Buildings 1,465,747.00
395,355.00 Murals of the Board 395,355.00
53,807,145.00 55,309,899.00
Fixed Assets (Net value}
7,711,570.00 Office Furniture and Office Equipments 8,129,567.00
29,991.00 Library equipment 26,992.00
1,801,186.00 Motor Vehicles 1,621,068.00
14,419,846.00 Book stock - National Library 17,271,332.00
13,026.00 Book Stock - Books exchange service 9,769.00
5,000.00 Acquisition of Intellectual Properties 5,000.00
30,960.00 Equipments of the Folk Art Section 30,960.00
2,431,276.00 Books for National Science Library 2,431,276.00
26,442,855.00 29,525,964.00
Current Assets
7,640.00 Book stock - International Book Exchange Service 55,466.00
6,577,213.00 Book stock - Sales and Distributions 9,866,386.00
248,670.00 Library Stationery stock 206,405.00
1,686,547.00 Library equipment for Donation 922,444.00
Library equipment stock for Sales 29,875.00
221,113.00 Work in progress- Pansiya Panas Jathakaya 221,113.00
583,520.00 Stationery stock- for printing 552,020.00
419,917.00 Stationery stock - office 601,821.00
9,744,620.00 12,455,530.00
Deposits
13,628,832.00 Treasury Deposits 13,486,373.00
160,895.00 Sundry Deposits 139,669.00
13,789,728.00 13,626,042.00
Sundry Current Assets
807,020.00 Debtors 78,593.00
194,257.00 Pre-payments 265,955.00
1,899,546.00 Employees' loan advances 2,175,101.00
2,900,823.00 2,519,649.00
Cash Book Balance
2,938,731.00 Cash book balance (Bank of Ceylon) 703,017.00
9,001.00 (Peoples Bank) 9,101.00
6,000.00 Petty cash Imprest 6,000.00
2,953,732.00 718,118.00

M.S.U. Amarasiri
Director

Henry Samaranayake
Chairman



Year -1994

15,000,000.00

59,441.00
21,330.00
14,570.00

1,238,985.00
89,868.00
4,688.00

9,668.00
6,820.00
144,326.00
34,275.00
14,850.00
570.00
42,950.00
3,300.00
11,940.00
127,810.00
66,635.00

23,000.00
8,195.00

15,500,000.00

59,341.00

133,541.00

494,339.00

39,482.00

Expenditure - 1994

5,181,002.00
292,232.00
118,385.00

8,400.00
67,900.00

5,667,919.00
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Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended December 31, 1995

Government Grants

Government Grant for Recurrent expenditure 16,800,000.00

Subscriptions Publications

Sale of National Bibliography 84,298.00
Sale of Board Publications 48,291.00
Profit received from sales of books 15,009.00
Interest Income
Interest on Treasury deposits 1,357,541.00
Interest on distress loans 125,255.00
Interest on Special advances 5,315.00
Sundry Income
Profit - Sale of Library stationery 12,946.00
Sundry income 587.00
Surveys fees 149,476.00
Photocopy fees and registration of readers 59,145.00
Tender form fees 18,500.00
Lodging fees 540.00
Auditorium fees 88,100.00
Recoveries for fuel 3,600.00
Book development application fees 12,125.00
Amount received from sale of unservisable articles. 1,358.00
Receipts for library gradings and competitive 39,200.00
examinations
Recipts for Ranfurly 800.00
Receipts for book exhibition stalls 1,000.00
Cancellation of cheques
Medical insurance 4,410.00
18,242.00

Demurrages for books

Expenditure over income for the year

Year - 1995

16,800,000.00

147,598.00

1,488,111.00

410,029.00
201,114.00

Expenditure - 1995

Expenditure
Salaries, Wages and Allowances

Salaries and wages 5,155,970.00
Special Cost of Living allowance 305,630.00
Over-time 155,500.00
Over-time arrears 16,533.00
Allowances for Board Members 23,200.00
Allowances for Committee Members 63,350.00
Payments for auditorium work 6,850.00

26,000.00

Allowance for the building construction inspection

5,753,033.00




1,650.00
87,662.00

376,951.00

606,670.00
51,091.00
1,290.00

590,179.00
248,729.00
185,886.00
19,925.00
38,962.00

205,785.00
179,362.00
53,068.00

1,611,191.00
201,162.00
28,516.00
12,521.00
9,726.00
70,000.00
126,343.00
449,091.00
28,953.00
25,581.00
51,107.00
18,500.00
356,160.00
2,330.00
50,478.00
5,842.00
5,375.00

26,816.00

7,945.00

659,051.00

1,083,681.00

438,215.00

3,079,692.00

7,945.00
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Traveling Expenses

Board Members
Committee Members
Board employee's travelling and combined

allowances

Travel abroad and educational programmes

Supplies

Stationery and Printed forms
Publications for office use
Employees’ uniforms

Repairs and Maintenance of Capital Assets

Maintenance and repairs buildings

Repairs and maintenance office equipments
Insurance of Board properties

Maintenance of Board premises

Curtains

Maintenance of Motor Vehicles

Fuel
Repairs and maintenance of motor vehicles
Licence and insurance fees of vehicles

Transport and Other Services

Electricity

Telephone

Transport, demurrage and warehousing charges
Legal expenses

Bank Charges

Audit fees

postage

Advertisements fees

Printing Charges

Employees welfare

Sundry expenses

Employees training

Security expenses

Medical tests

Railway concessionery tickets
Output allowance
Disciplinary inquiries
Translation fees
Entertainment expenses

Acquisition Division

International Library membership fees

2,994.00
2,368.00
48,575.00

59,313.00

221,493.00
15,552.00
13,479.00

788,907.00
392,448.00
220,740.00
55,032.00
4,463.00

218,203.00
268,347.00
58,706.00

1,742,764.00
319,918.00
14,263.00
17,438.00
13,610.00
75,000.00
137,021.00
395,541.00
29,092.00
97,545.00
51,020.00

318,384.00

4,435.00
52,673.00

9,385.00
60,923.00

123,619.00

113,250.00

250,524.00

1,461,590.00

545,256.00

3,339,012.00

123,619.00



44,020.00
15,425.00

460,110.00

80,981.00
3,750.00

200,679.00
23,944.00

112,325.00
1,430,877.00
391,350.00
54,339.00

27,285.00

49,655.00
64,836.00
100,783.00

4,046.00
129,540.00
29,375.00
296,229.00

168,123.00
134,282.00

59,445.00

544,841.00

224,623.00

1,988,891.00

27,285.00

215,274.00

459,190.00

302,405.00
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Reader Services Division

Reader education and publicity activities
Library research
Reader Services Stationery

National Bibliographical Services Division

Publication of National Bibliography

Publication of retrospective National Bibliography
Publication of Children Bibliography

Cataloguing

Publication of subject bibliography

Documentation Services Division

National Union Catalogue
International standard book numbering project
News paper index

Development and Research Division

Implementation of library programmes and grants
Books donated to the Libraries

Equipments donated to the libraries

Library competitive examinations

Information Technology Division

Expenditure on Computer activities

Library Education and Training Division

Library education Seminars

Postal Courses

Seminars, Lectures and in service training
Special Courses

Publication Division

Expenditure on Book Development Project
Fees for examination of manuscripts
Editing of classical books

Library literature and publications

Conservation and Preservation Division

Preservation of books
Book binding section

60,282.00
2,623.00
5,000.00

490,590.00
570.00
1,260.00
58,112.00
3,950.00

30,371.00
20,977.00
430,141.00

105,706.00
1,697,245.00
1,255,893.00

44,799.00

70,080.00

225,776.00

83,688.00
94,000.00

15,662.00
109,663.00
16,358.00
241,319.00

197,208.00
203,645.00

67,905.00

55‘},482.00

481,489.00

3,103,643.00

70,080.00

403,464.00

383,002.00

400,853.00
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Pensions, Pension Benefits and Gratuities

611,148.00 ’ ) Employees' Provident Fund . 621,610.00
165,298.00 Employees' Trust Fund : 155,467.00
238,302.00 ' Provisions for Gratuities - 175,924.00
1,014,748.00 / 953,001.00

Provisions for Depreciations

819,957.00 Office Equipment s 771,115.00
199,134.00 Motor Vehicles : o 180,118.00
3,332.00 Library equipments 2,999.00
4,352.00 Books - Book Exchange Service . 3,257.00

: 1,026,775.00 957,489.00

Sundry Expenses

196,461.00 Write-off- Vehicle losses
196,461.00
Preparation of Salary report 20,000.00
S==Sssss===== Expenses on 25th Commemoration Ceremony 65,160.00 85,160.00
17,462,718.00 19,046,852.00
M.S.U. Amarasiri . Henry Samaranayake

Director Chairman
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EC/R/NLS/FA/95 Auditor General’s Départment
Independence Square, Colombo 7, Sri Lanka
6 June 1997

The Chairman
Sri Lanka National Library Services Board

REPORT OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL ON THE ACCOUNTS OF THE

SRI LANKA NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICES BOARD FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31
DECEMBER 1995 IN TERMS OF SECTION 14 (2) (C) OF THE FINANCE ACT NO. 38 OF
1971. :

The Audit of accounts of the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board for the year ended 31
December 1995 was carried out under my direction in pursuance of provisions in Article 154 (1) of the
Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka read in conclusion with Section 18 of
the Library Services Board Act No. 17 of 1970 and Section 13 (1) of the Finance Act No. 38 of 1971.
My observations which I consider should be published with the annual report of the Board in termis of
Section 14 (2) (¢) of the Finance Act appear in this report. A detailed report in terms of Section 13 (7)
(a) of the Finance Act was forwarded to the Chairman of the Board on 24 October 1996.

1:2 Scope of Audit

Audit opinion, comments and findings in this report are based on a review of the ﬁnéhc,ial statements
presented to audit and substantive tests of samples of transactions. The scope and extent of such revilew
and tests were such as to enable as wide an audit coverage as possible within the limitations of staff,
other resources and time available to me. Sub-sections (3) AND (4) OF Section 13 of the Finance Act

give discretionary powers to the Auditor General to determine the scope and extent of the audit.

2. Accounts

2:1 Opinion
Subject to my comments appearing in this report., I am of opinion that the accounts presented have
been satisfactorily prepared on the basis of generally accepted accounting principles applied on a basis

consistent with adopted in the preceding year.

2.2 Financial Results

According to the accounts presented, the working of the Board for the year ended 31 December 1995
had resulted in a deficit of Rs.17,001,114 before taking into account the government grant for recurre_:nt
expenditure and the corresponding deficit for the preceding year before taking into account the
government grant for recurrent expenditure amounted to Rs.15,539,482. After taking into account the

government grant of Rs.1,800,000 for recurrent expenditure, the deficit for the year amounted to
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Rs.201,114 as compared with the corresponding (}cﬁcit of Rs.39,482 for the preceding year after taking

into account the government grant of Rs.1 5,500,000 for recurrent expenditure received for that year.

A summary of the financial results for the year under review and the preceding year is shown below.

Year ended 31 December

1995 1994
Income Rs. Rs. Rs Rs.
Contribution for publications
of the Board 147,598 95,341
Interests on Treasury deposits 1,357,541 1,238,985
Other interest income 130,570 94,556
Survey fees from book
Development Project 149,476 144,326
Sundry income 260,553 2,045,738 350,013 1,923,221
Expenditure
Personal emoluments and
other allowance 6,706,034 . 6,682,667
Establishment and
administration 3,707,249 4,243,968
Library services 5,034,055 3,285,058
Compilation of the -
national bibliography 554,482 544,841
Depreciation 957,489 1,026,775
Repair and maintenance of
capital assets 2,002,383 1,482,933
Sundry expenses 85,160 19,046,852 196,461 17,462,703
Deficit before government grant (17,001,114) (15,539,482)
Government grant 16,800,000 15,500,000
Deficit for the year (201,114) (39,482)
Add: Balance brought
forward 95,682,852 92,151,698
Prior period items (30,279) - (209,291)
95,652,573 91,942,407
Add: Other credit 4,439,061 100,091,634 3,779,927 95,722,334

99,890,520 95,682,852




2:3 Financial Structure

According to the accounts presented, the financial structure of the board as at 31 December 1995 as

compared with that as at 31 December 1994 is sﬁown below.

Resources
Board’s Fund
Reserves and provisions

Grants and donations

Utilisation
Land, and buildings (At cost)

Other fixed assets
(At written down value)

Treasury deposits

Net current assets

As at 31 December

1995
Rs.

99,890,520
11,335,431
1,132,220

112,358,171

55,309,899

29,525,964

13,486,373
14,035,935

112,358,171

—
\O
S

Rs.

95,682,852
12,175,053
1,132,220

108,990,125

53,807,145

26,442,855

13,628,832
15,111,293

108,990,125
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2:4 Source and Application of funds '

The source and application of funds of the Board during the year under review as compared with the
source and application of funds during the preceding year is shown below.

Year ended 31 December

1995
Rs Rs. Rs
Source
Deficit for the year (201,114)
Adjustments for items not
involving movements of funds
Add;
Depreciation 957,489
Provision for payment of
gratuity 175,924

Damages to vehicles
written ott -

932,299
Less:

Prior period items (30,279)

Adjustments for items not
involving movement of fund

Adjustments for fixed

assets 4,600
(34,879)
Amount paid to the
Dept.of Buildings
written off (400, 000) (434,879)

Funds generated

from operating 497,420

1994
Rs. Rs. Rs.
(39,482)
1,026,775
238,302
196,461
1,422,056
(209,291)
29,632
(179,659)
- (179,659)
1,242,397



Other sources

Government grant
for purchase of
fixed assets

Receipt of reserves
Withdrawal of
Treasury deposits

Donations

Application
Payment of gratuities

Withdrawals of
reserves

Purchase of Fixed
assets

Increase in improvements

to buildings

Stores building and
books sales centre

Increase in Treasury
deposits

Decrease in working
capital as analysed
below

3,870,000
969,061
142,459

- 4,981,520

5,478,940
107,410
908,136
4,035,998
141,580
1,361,174

(6,554,298)

1,075,358

3,000,000
779,927
24,486

- 3,807,413

5,046,810
105,703
779,927
3,527,373

213,412

4,128,832 (8,755,247)

(3,708,437)




s Effect on Working Capital

Increase/Decrease
1995 1994
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
Cash and bank balance (2,235,615) 533,167
Petty cash balance - 1,000
Sundry deposits, debtors and pre payment (677,955) (6,461,299)
Staff loan advances 275,555 671,354
Stock of books of the internal
exchange services 47,826 7,212
Sales and distribution of stock of books 3,289,173 419,951
Stock of library stationery (42,265) 36,991
Stock of library equipment for gifts (764,103) 773,234
Stock of library equipment for sale 29,875 -
Stock of stationery for printing (31,500) 115,500
Stock of office stationery 181,904 264,667
Sundry deposits and creditors (1,004,905) (70,214)
accrued expenses (143,348) -

2:5 Comments on accounts

2:5:1  Accounting Policies

Following observations are made

1,075,358

(3,708,437)

(a) The Government capital grant had been added to the accumulated fund without
being separately shown in the balance sheet.

(b) Provision for depreciation had not been made in respect of 7 items of fixed assets
valued at Rs.73,687,293.

2.5.2 Accounting deficiencies

Following accounting deficiencies were observed.

(a) Capital expenditure of Rs.50,393 had been accounted for as recurrent expenditure
in 3 instances.

(b) A sum of Rs.400,000 had been brought forward as debtors balance from the year

1984. Instead of writing off this to the prior year adjustment account, it had been
directly written off to the accumulated fund.

(c) The sum of Rs.76,001 retained while making payments for two construction
contracts had not been accounted for.




(d) Provision had not been made for the accrued expenses of Rs.88,221.

(e) Expenditure for the previous year totalling Rs.21,700 had been accounted for as
expenditure of the year under review.

(f) Provision had not been made for payment of gratuity to 18 officers. As such, the
provision for gratuity account had been understated by Rs.153,375.

(g) Provision had been made for expenditure pertaining to the issuing year on 2 .
occasions. As a result, the provision for accrued expenses had been overstated by
Rs.3,123.

(h) Out of the money collected by issuing receipts, on two occasions, a sum of

Rs.1,240 had been understated in cash book and the related account.

2.5.3 Physical verification of assets

Following observations are made.

(a) Appropriate action had not been taken in respect of shortages and excesses |
observed at a physical verification of the assets of the Board amounting to

Rs.28,810,589 carried out at the end of the year.

(b) Items of fixed assets amounting to Rs.12,397,772 had not been subjected to

verification.

2.5.4 Unreconciled control accounts

The balance of 2 control accounts totalling Rs.3,938,168 had not been reconciled with the balance

totalling Rs.3,890,122 shown in the subsidiary registers and necessary adjustments made in the

accounts.

2.5.5 Lack of evidence for audit

Fixed assets valued at Rs.73,687,293, debtors amounting to Rs.78,593, creditors amounting to

Rs.927,910, miscellaneous deposits of 15.398,714 and payments of Rs.287,450 could not be

satisfactorily vouched or accepted in audit in the absence of fixed assets registers, board of survey

reports, confirmation of balances, bills and goods received notes.




122

2.5.6 Non-compliance with laws, rules,

regulations and management decisions

Instances of non compliance observed in: audit are given below.

Reference to Laws, Rule Particulars

Regulations etc.

a Finance Act

(1) Section 8 The annual budget should be approved by the board of
contro] three months before the commencement of the
financial year. However, the budget for 1995 had been
approved on 19 January 1995.

(i) Section 13 (5) (d) Minimum internal audit programme had not been
determined by the Board in agreement with the Auditor

General.

(iii) Section 13 (b) Although the annual accounts should be furnished to the
Auditor General within four months 6f the close of the
financial year, the accounts for 1995 had been furnished
only on 1 August 1996 and the report on accounts had
not been furnished along with the
accounts.

Section 14 (3) Annual accounts together with the reports of the Auditor
General had not been tabled in Parliament in respect of

the years 1988 to 1994.

(v) Section 14 (4) Action had not been taken to print the audited annual
accounts for the years 1988 to 1994 and the annual
reports in which the observations of the Auditor General
were included and make it available to the public to

be purchased at a decided price.




(b) Stamps duty Act No. 43 of

1982 and the gazette extra
ordinary No. 323/31 of
of 15 November 1984

(c) Financial regulations

FR. 1646

(d) Establishments code

Chapter xxiv :
Sections 3:1 and 3:2

Section 3:7

Section 4.:2:5

(e) Treasury circular

Circular No.842 of 19
December 1978.
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Stamp fee of Rs. 1 should be recovered for each Rs.1,000
of the contract value in respect of each contract. .
However, during the year under review, stamp fee of
Rs.1,433 had not been recovered in respect of an agreement
pertaining to a contract for the construction of a stores

building and a sales centre for books.

Daily running charts of 4 vehicles had not
been furnished to the Auditor General.

Proof to show that the distress loans obtained had been

utilized to settle the respective commitments had not been

furnished.

Recovery of loans should commence from the month
following the month in which the loan had been granted.

However, there were instances where it had not been done

SO.

Loan recoverable should be deducted from the

officers’ commuted pension or gratuity.

However, the loan balances not so recovered

amounted to Rs.32,094.

A fixed asset register had not been maintained.




(f) Public Administration
Circular
Circular No.41/90 of
10 October 1990.

3. Financial and operation review

3:1 Financial Results
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Fuel consumption of each vehicle should be Checked once
in 6 months. However, such action had not been taken in

regard to the vehicles in the vehicle pool.

The operational activities of the Board during the year under review had resulted in a deficit of

Rs.201,114 as compared with the corresponding deficit of Rs.39,482 for the preceding year thus

showing a further deterioration in financial results by Rs.161,632. This can be analysed as shown

below.

Income

Subscription for publications
of the Board

Interest on fixed deposits
Interest on Treasury deposits
Other interest income

Survey fees received from
the Book Development Project

Sundry income

Government grant

Variance
Favourable Adverse

Rs. Rs. Rs.

52,257

118,556

36,014 -

5,150 -
- 89,460

1,300,000 -

1,511,977 89,460 1,422,517
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Expenditure

Personal emoluments and
other allowance -

Establishment and
Administration 536,719
Library Services -

Computation of national

bibliography -
Depreciation 69,286
Repair and maintenance of

capital assets -
Suhdry expenses -
Damages to vehicle 196,461

802,466

Net deterioration in financial results

3:2 Performance

(a) Assistance to writers

Assistance provided to writers during the year under review as compared with the information

relevant to the preceding year is shown below.

23,367

1,748,997

9,641

519,450

85,160

2,386,615

No. Who applied No. of books  Value of assistance
for assistance selected for granted

assistance
1995 1994 1995 1994 1995 1994

288 288 102

75 4,046,732 1,917,954

(1,584,149)

(161,632)
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(b) Donations of books to libraries

Nature of donation No. of Libraries No. of books  Value of books
donated donated

1995 1994 1995 1994 1995 1994

Rs. Rs.
Short stories, novels
and educational books 448 484 38,335 36,607 1,697,244 1,431,377
(c) Transaction of books under “Exchange of International Books’
No. of books received Value No.of books Value
distributed
1995 1994 1995 1994 1995 1994 1995 1994
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
63 73 27,781 24,486 158 98 59,660 21,961

(d) Particulars of books included in the Sri Lanka National Bibliography during the,
year under review as compared with the relevant particulars for the preceding year

are given below.

1995 1994
Sinhala Tamil English Sinhala Tamil English
General Books 56 18 19 42 29 20
Philosophy 38 4 4 44 5 5
Religion 229 53 63 199 36 64
Social service 613 298 468 442 243 396
Languages 55 13 28 23 3 27
Pure science 92 25 23 60 18 13
Technology 72 18 50 120 29 103
Artcraft 85 14 14 76 6 14
Literature 434 34 64 349 35 35
Geography, 83 8 26 77 13 39
Biography, '
and history

1757 485 759 1432 417 716
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3.:3  Creation of a fund in respect of provision
for payment of employees’ gratuity

Although a provision of Rs.1,763,067 had been made as at end of the year under review for payment
of gratuities to employees of the Board, a fund had not been created to meet future ligbilities.

3.4 Uneconomic Transactions

Following observations are made.

(a) The Board had purchased 727 reams of local white printing papers (36 lbs) for Rs, 675,383 in
June 1991 from the National Paper Corporation for printing Volume 1 of the new edition of the
“Pansiya Panas Jathakaya”. The Board had not taken action in regard to this stock of
stationery and the printing of books concerned referred to in the previous audit reports upto

August 1996. It was observed that there was no progress in this matter.

(b) 1,100 meters of rexine had been purchased for Rs.115,000 in February 1994 for binding of the

above books referred to at (a) above.

3:6 Idle and under utilized assets

Following idle and under utilized assets were observed in audit.

Quantity Value as per Under utilized Estimated

balance sheet period loss Reasons
Rs.
Cabinet with
20 drawers 1 10,200 Over 4 years )
Librarian’s Table )
and chair 8 17,140 Over 1 42 years)
) Cannot be not
Cushioned chair 46 16,790 -do - ) ascertained furnished
)
Books purchased

)
for donations 136 5,217 Over 5 years )
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3:7 Cost of personnel

Particulars of staff, normal and overtime cost and average gost per employee of the Board during the year under review
is compared with those of the preceding year are given below.

Cost Average cost per employee
Category of
staff Number Normal Over Normal Over
time time time time
1995 1994 1995 1994 1995 1994 1995 1994 1995 1994
Executive 23 24 1,691,785 1,757,404 7,975 6,192 73,556 73,225° 347 258
Clerical and

allied services 62 66 2,496,780 2,566,184 56,955 34,844 40,271 38,882 919 528

Others 42 39 1,273,035 1,149,644 90,570 77,349 30,310 29,478 2,156 1,983

127 129 5,461,600 5,473,232 155,500 118,385 43,005 42,428 1,224 918




129

3:8 Vehicle Utilization

The Board owned 4 vehicles during the year under review and it owned the same number of vehicles in -
the previous year too. Some significant data relatmg to the utilization of these vehicles compared with

that of the preceding year is given below.

Petrol Diesel Petrol Diesel

a) Distance
travelled km. 34,503 23,892 40,347 29,600

b) Fuel consumed Litres 4,598 3,225 5,043 . 3,882

c) Average
performance per '
litre of fuel km. 7.50 7.41 8.00 7.62

d) Total expenditure
on fuel Rs. 158,862 43,047 153,749 47,043 .

e) Total expenditure
on repairs and
maintenance Rs. 72,272 316,371 92,276 83,528
f) Total expenditure
drivers salaries, :
batta and overtime Rs. 120,791 110,547 147,913 100,588

149,535 30,494 32,984 166,150

7

g) Depreciation
h) Total cost Rs. 501,460 500,459 426,922 397,309

i) Average expenditure
on fuel per
kilometre Rs. 4.60 1.80 3.81 1.59
j) Average expenditure
on repairs and main-

tenance per
kilometre Rs. . 2.09 ' 13.24 2.29 2.82

k) Average expenditure
on drivers’ remuneration
per kilometre Rs. 3.50 4.63 3.67 3.40

1) Average expenditure
depreciation per

kilometre Rs. 4.33 1.28 0.82 5.61

m) Overall average
expenditure per

kilometre Rs. 14.53 20.95 10.58 13.42
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3:9 Budgetary Control

Significant variance were observed between the estimated and actual income and expenditure.
Therefore, it was revealed that the budget had not been made use of an effective instrument of

management control during the year under review.

4. Systems and controls
Deficiencies observed during the course audit were brought to the notice of the Chairman of the Board

by my detailed report in terms of Section 13 (7) (a) of the Finance Act.

Special attention is needed in respect of the following areas of control.

(a) Accounting
(b) Staff loans

(c) Fixed assets
" (d) Stores

Auditor General




NOTE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL

The accounts of Sri Lanka National Library Services Board for the year ended 31 December 1995 were
audited under my direction in pursuance of provisions in Articles 154 (1) of the Constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka read in conjunction with Section 18 of Sri Lanka rlational

Library Serviced Board Act No.17 of 1970 and Section 13 (1) of the Finance Act No. 38 of 1971.

My observations on these accounts that should be published in terms of Section 14 (2) (c) of the

Finance Act are contained in my report of even date addressed to the Chairman of the Board.

Auditor General

6 June 1997

Auditor General’s Department
Colombo 07.
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