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D R A F T  O R D I N A N C E .

T he follow ing D raft of a proposed Ordinance is published for 
general in form ation :—

An Ordinance to make provision in Rural and Planting 
/  Districts for the Education o_f Children in the 

/  Vernacular Languages.
Preamble. /  TTTHEREAS it is expedient to make provision in rural /  VV and.planting districts for the education in the 

/  vernacular languages of children for whose education other
/  adequate provision has not been made : Be it therefore

■ enacted by the Governor of Ceylon, by and with the advice
and consent of the Legislative Council thereof, as follows : ~

1 This Ordinance may be cited as* “ The Rural Schools 
Ordinance, 19 ,” and is divided into parts as follows :

Part I.—Preliminary.
Part II. School Districts and School Divisions.
Part III.—-Constitution, Powers, and Duties of District 

bchool Committees.
Part IV.—Powers and Duties of Village School Com- 

rmttees.
Part V.—Estate Schools.
Part VI,—General.

/

B J
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PART 1.
P r e l im in a r y .

2 (1) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (3) of this 
section, tlie Governor in Executive Council may, by Proclama
tion, declare Parts II., III., IV., and VI. of this Ordinance 
to be in force in any of the school divisions, hereinafter con
stituted by this Ordinance, and thereupon the same shall be 
in force'within the limits and from the date named in such 
Proclamation.

(2) The Governor in Executive Council may in like manner 
from time to time revoke or alter any such Proclamation.

(3) This Ordinance shall not be brought into operation 
within the limits of any municipal or local board town or of 
any town or village subject to “ The Small Towns Sanitary 
Ordinance, 1892.”

3 In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise re
quires—

“ Parent ” includes a guardian and any person who has 
actual custody of a child.

“ Inspector ” includes a sub-inspector of schools.
“ Government school ” means a school in which the teaching 

staff is paid by the Director of Public Instruction.
“̂ Grant-in-aid school” means a school which has been 

registered by the Director of Public Instruction for 
receipt of grants under the code for aided schools 
for the time being sanctioned by the Governor in 
Executive Council.

“ Vernacular school ” includes schools in which instruction 
is given in English, in addition to the vernacular, 
provided that English does not form one of the 
subjects in which it is compulsory to receive instruc
tion

“ Public vernacular school” means a vernacular school 
carried on, as regards religious instruction, in accord
ance with section 22 of this Ordinance.

“ Manager ” means any person recognized by the Director 
of Public Instruction as manager or local manager of 
any school or group of schools receiving grants from 
him.

“ Estate ” bears the meaning assigned thereto by “ The 
Medical Wants Ordinances, 1880,1882, and 1905.”

PART II.
S ch oo l  D is t r ic t s  a n d  School  D iv is io n s .

4  Every revenue district shall for the purposes of this 
Ordinance be a school district.

6 (1) In parts of the island which are subject to the 
operation of “ The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1889,” 
every subdivision into which any chief headman’s district 
has been divided under section 5 of “ The Village Commu
nities’ Ordinance, 1889,” shall be a school division for the 
purposes of this Ordinance.

(2) In parts of the island which are not subject to the 
operation of “ The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1889,” 
the Governor in Executive Council may from time to time by 
Proclamation appoint convenient villages or groups of villages 
to be school divisions for the purposes of this Ordinance, and 
may from time to time revoke, vary, or amend any such 
Proclamation.
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PART III.
Constitution, Powers, and Duties of District School 

Committees.
6 For every school district there shall be a^governing

body to be called the district school committee, which shall 
consist of— _

(a) A chairman, who shall be the government agent of the
province, or, in his absence, the assistant govern
ment agent of the district.

(b) The three elected or nominated members of the district
committee for the time being in office under “ The 
Road Ordinance, 1861.”

(c) The Director of Public Instruction, or, in his absence,
an officer of the Department of Public Instruction 
appointed by him.

(d) One of the chief headmen of the district nominated by
the government agent.

(e) Two members interested in education in the district
nominated by the Governor.

7 The district school committee shall be duly constituted 
as soon after the commencement of this Ordinance as the 
members referred to in (c), (d), and (e) of the last preceding 
sub-section have been nominated, and shall continue in office 
until the expiration of the term of office under “ The Road 
Ordinance, 1861,” of the members referred to in (&). Upon 
a fresh election or nomination of such last-named members 
a fresh nomination shall be made of the members referred to 
in fc), (d), and (e), and the committee so constituted shall 
hold office during the term of offibe under the said Ordinance of 
the members referred to in (b).

8 On a casual vacancy occurring by reason of the death, 
resignation, or disqualification of any of the members referred 
to in (c), (d), or (e), or otherwise, the authority by whom such 
member was nominated shall nominate another member in his 
place ; and the person so nominated shall hold office until the 
time when the member in whose place he was nominated 
would have gone out of office.

9 (1) The district school committee may make regulations 
as to their quorum, proceedings, and place of meeting, and as 
to the notice to be given of such meetings ; but subject to such 
regulations, the quorum, proceedings, and place of meeting 
of any district committee shall be such as the committee 
determine.

(2) The proceedings of a district school committee shall 
not lie invalidated by any vacancy among its members, or 
by any defect in the election, appointment, or qualification of 
the members thereof.

(3) The chairman of the district committee shall cause
minutes of the proceedings of the committee to be kept in a 
book'provided for the purpose, and a minute of those proceed
ings signed at the same or next ensuing meeting by a person 
describing himself as or purporting to be the chairman of the 
meeting of the committee shall be received in evidence with
out further proof. <

10  The Governor in Executive Council may authorize 
the chairman of the provincial committee constituted bv 
“ The Road Ordinance 1861,” to pay in each year to the 
chairmen of the district school committees in his province 
the balance or any portion of the balance, of the moneys naid 
by the inhabitants of the school district’in c o S K c S r f  
laboui under section 25 of Ordinance No. 31 of 1884 aftersr ?7 s Sri* fTnsu?h "ô 8- “section 37 of the first-named Ordinance, for the repair im
provement, maintenance, and formation of the mi^o? raids
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and other works mentioned therein. The moneys so paid 
shall form a fund and be applied by the district committee 
as hereinafter mentioned.

11 Subject to the provisions of this Ordinance, the dis
trict school committee may make provision from the fund 
vested in them for the supply of furniture, gardening imple
ments, and school apparatus for the use of schools established 
under this Ordinance within their district, for the temporary 
payment of the salaries of teachers until provision has been 
made under this Ordinance for such payment, and for such 
assistance as they may consider necessary to enable village 
school committees to provide and maintain suitable school 
accommodation for the vernacular education of the children 
in their school division, and also for the payment of clerks 
and other officers employed by them, and of the ccst of 
stationery, printing, and other articles, and services neces
sary for the performance of their duties.

12 Accounts shall be kept by each district committee 
of their receipts and expenditure, and those accounts shall 
be made up t.o the 31st day of December in each year, and any 
balance of receipts over expenditure shall be carried forward 
to the following year. The accounts shall be open at all times 
to the inspection of the Colonial Auditor and of any other 
authority appointed by him to inspect them, and a copy of the 
accounts for each year shall be forwarded to the Colonial 
Auditor not later than tire 31st day of January of the succeed
ing year. A correct summary of the accounts for each year 
shall be published in the Government Gazette.

13 Whenever this Ordinance is brought into force in any 
school division, the chairman of the school committee of the 
district within which suclx school division is situated shall cause 
returns to be made showing the names of the existing schools, 
whether government schools or grant-in-aid schools within 
such school division, the number and sex of the pupils attend
ing each of them, and, in the case of grant-in-aid schools, 
stating whether the manager is prepared to carry on the 
school as a public vernacular school under this Ordinance, and 
for how many additional pupils any manager of such public 
vernacular schools is prepared to find accommodation, fur
niture, and teachers. The chairman shall forward a copy of 
such returns to the Director of Public Instruction.

14 The district school committee, as soon as may be after 
the receipt of these returns, shall prepare a scheme for the 
establishment of vernacular schools for the education of all 
male children, and, if they think fit, for the education of all 
female children, resident in the school division and within the 
ages prescribed in this Ordinance, for whose education efficient 
and suitable provision is not otherwise made.

In so doing they shall subdivide the school division into 
school circles consisting either of single villages or of such 
groups of villages as can conveniently be served by a single 
school.

In forming such groups they shall, as far as possible, assign 
villages to an existing government school or to an aided school 
of which the manager has stated that he is prepared to make 
provision for the vernacular education of the children of such 
village and to carry on the school as a public vernacular school 
under this Ordinance, but so that no child shall be compelled 
to attend school from a distance exceeding three miles.

. ̂  the manager of a grant-in-aid school in any village has 
notice to the Director of Public Instruction that he is not1' 

willing to carry on the school as a public vernacular school 
under this Ordinance, the district school committee shall 
provide in their scheme sufficient accommodation by means
0 a school or schools in the village or elsewhere for the compul
sory education of the children of that village, having regard 
to the number of children who are likely to attend the school01 that manager.
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15 The scheme prepared by the district committee shall 
specify—

(a) The school circles into which the school division is sub
divided with the villages assigned to each and the 

' number of boys and girls of school-going age in each 
village.

(b) Any school or schools by which instruction is already
provided for any school circle, including both 
existing government schools and existing grant-in-aid 
schools, whether carried on as public elementary 
schools or otherwise, with the number of boys and' 
girls attending each.

,c) The new Government schools which it is proposed to 
'establish in any school circle with the villages as
signed to each.

(d) The Government schools of which it is proposed to
extend the existing buildings.

(e) An estimate of the probable cost in money or labour of
such new buildings and extensions and of the furniture 
necessary for them, together with an estimate of the 
money or labour which can be made available for this 
purpose by the village committee of the school division. 
Such estimate shall, if the cost is too heavy to be 
borne in one year, contain proposals for spreading the 
work over a longer period not exceeding five years.

16 The scheme for each school division shall, when 
completed by the district committee, be forwarded through the 
government agent of the province to the Director of Public 
Instruction, and no action shall be taken to give effect to any 
scheme or portion of a scheme until it has been approved by 
the Director of Public Instruction.

Before signifying his approval of any s "heme or portion of 
a scheme, the Director of Public Instruction shall publish in 
the Government Gazette the name of any new school which it 
is proposed to establish : and shall allow at least twenty-one 
days to elapse from the date of such publication, within which 
objection may be forwarded to him by any manager of a 
grant-in-aid school within such division.

17 Whenever any schemehas been thus approved, thedistrict 
committee may from time to time, by means of a requisition, 
call upon the village committee to carry out, by means of the 
labour and funds at their disposal, such of the works specified 
in the scheme as the village committee are liable under section 
26 to perform, The district committee may also from time to 
time expend such proportion of the fund vested in them as 
they consider is properly assignable to the village division, 
either by themselves carrying out the necessary works or by 
assisting the village committee to do so.

18 (1) Whenever a village school committee has made
default in carrying out within a reasonable period the requi
sition of the district committee under the last preceding section, 
the government agent, upon the application of the district 
school committee, may direct a headman to carry out the 
works assigned by the scheme to the village committee.

(2) The government agent for the purpose aforesaid may 
place at the disposal of such headman for such purpose such 
portion of the moneys deposited with him on account of the 
subdivision under section 56 of “ The Village Communities’ 
Ordinance, 1889,” as he may think fit.

(3) The headman so appointed shall have power to enforce 
he village rules for calling out and enforcing the performance 
,f laborn under the village rules and to prosecute offenders 
hereunder.

19 Whenever the schools in any village school division 
are, in the opmion of%he district committee sufficient f o S e  
education of the children in the division, the district committee 
may exeicise the power conferred upon them by the next
a t i T g ,°f ComPelling> means of by-laws theattendance of children at school. y ’ n8
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20 District school committees may from time to time make, 
and when made may revoke, amend, alter, or vary, such by
laws as may seem necessary or expedient for the purpose of 
carrying out the provisions of this Ordinance, and may 
impose penalties for the contravention thereof not exceeding 
a, fine of twenty rupees, and an additional fine not exceeding 
ten rupees per day in case of a continuing offence.

21 (1) The by-laws made under the last preceding section 
may apply to both boys and girls or to boys only, or to girls 
only, and may provide among other things for—

(а) Specifying the limits of any school division within
which efficient provision has been made for education 
by means of public vernacular schools.

(б) Requiring the parent of any child between the ages of
six years and twelve years old, or in the case of 
Mohammedan and Tamil girls between the ages of 
six and ten, residing*within such school division to 
cause such child to attend one of such schools, unless 
he has made other adequate and suitable provision for 
the education of such child. A parent shall be deem
ed to have made adequate and suitable provision for 
the education of his child if he proves that his child 
is in regular attendance at a school registered by the 
Director of Public Instruction for the receipt of a 
grant in aid, or at a school with regard to which an 
application for a grant in aid is under consideration, 
or at a school certified by the Director of Public 
Instruction to provide adequate and suitable in
struction, or if he proves that he has made such other 
provision for his child’s education as the Director of 
Public Instruction shall certify to be adequate and 
suitable, or if he produces a certificate from the 
Director of Public Instruction recommending that 
the child shall be exempted from compulsory atten
dance. Provided that no parent shall be convicted 
for not causing his child to attend such school, if he 
proves to the satisfaction of the magistrate that he 
has reasonable excuse for not causing such child to 
attend. A parent shall be deemed to have a reason
able excuse for not causing his child to attend school, 
if he proves that the child is prevented from attend
ing by sickness or other unavoidable cause.

(c) Determining the penalty not exceeding a fine of twenty
rupees to be attached for the breach of any by-law.

(d) Determining the days on which and the hours during
which children shall attend such school.

(e) Prescribing, on the recommendation of the Director of
Public Instruction, the course of instruction to be 
given in schools.

(/) Prescribing the forms in which any return required by 
this Ordinance shall be made.

(g) For every other purpose which may be deemed necessary 
for carrying out the provisions of this Ordinance. 

Provided that nothing herein contained shall in any way 
restrict or be construed to restrict the generality of the power 
conferred by the last preceding section, but such powers shall 
extend to all matters, whether similar or not to those in this 
section mentioned, as to which it may be expedient- to make 
by-laws for the better carrying into effect the objects of this 
Ordinance.

(2) No by-law or revocation, amendment, alteration, or 
variation of any by-law shall have effect until the same has 
been confirmed by the Governor in Executive Council. 
All by-laws when so confirmed shall be proclaimed in the 
Government Gazette in the English, Sinhalese, and Tamil lan
guages, and shall thereupon, subject to the provisions of the 
next following sub-section, be as legal, valid, effectual, and 
binding as if they had been enacted in this Ordinance.
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(3) All by-laws when proclaimed as aforesaid shall be laid, 
as soon as conveniently may be, before the Legislative Council, 
and if a resolution is passed within forty days of their.being 
laid before the Legislative Council praying that any by-law 
shall be annulled, such by-law shall thenceforth be void, but 
without prejudice to anything done thereunder.

22 No school in which religious instruction is given shall 
be considered a public vernacular school, unless the district 
committee is satisfied—

(а) That religious instruction is given only during the times
specified in the school time table ; '

(б) That religious instruction is not given to pupils of other
denominations than that to which the school belongs 
if the parents object ;

(c) That pupils who do not attend religious instruction are
employed in other studies during the hours allotted 
to religious instruction ;

(d) That such pupils, if their parents object to their being
present in the room where religious instruction is 
given, are either allowed to study in some other part 
of the school premises during the hours when such 
instruction is given or their presence in the school 
during such hours is excused ; and

(e) That a copy of this section in the English, Sinhalese,
and Tamil languages is conspicuously posted up in 
the school.

23 Upon the proclamation under the last preceding section 
of any by-laws in any school division, any rules made by the 
inhabitants or by the village committee of the subdivision 
under the provisions of section 6 of “ The Village Communities’ 
Ordinance, 1889,” for securing the attendance of children at 
school which may then be in force in such school division, shall 
from the date of such Proclamation be rescinded and shall cease 
to have effect, and no rules for such purpose shall thereafter 
be made ; but nothing in this section shall prejudice anything 
lawfully done under such rules.

Village school 
committee when 
school division 
is not also a 
subdivision.

PART IV.
P o w e r s  a n d  D u t ie s  o p  V il l a g e  Co m m it t e e s .

24 For every school division there shall be a governing 
body called the “ village school committee,” which, in cases 
where the school division is also a subdivision for the purposes 
of the Village Communities’ Ordinance, shall be the village 
committee of the subdivision elected under the provisions of 
the said Ordinance.

Village school 
committee 
where school 
division is not a 
subdivision.

25 (1) In cases where the school division is not also a sub
division for the purposes of “ The Village Communities’ Ordi
nance, 1889,” the village school committee shall be elected by 
the inhabitants in the manner prescribed by the said Ordinance 
with regard to the election of village committees.

Every such election shall be held on the requisition of the 
government agent, and at such time and place as he shall 
appoint; and the provisions of the said Village Communities’ 
Ordinance with regard to convening and holding meetings the 
qualifications; of voters and committeemen, the term of office 
of the committee, and the filhng of casual vacancies shall be 
applicable, with the necessary modifications, to the election of 
v J k g e  sohool — toe, m the case, proricM by t h t S o n

f r o S t o S M o t i o n  may
(1) Constructing and renairmn- i

cation of boys and girls f and r°°mS fche edu’
andei7Û ° Sf  ^  °Ut in ^-sections 17 (a) 17 (b)ana 17 (c) of section 6 of r !  1 .
Ordinance, 1889 ” but nnH Vl][aSe Communities’ 
enumerated in the section. the °ther purP°ses
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(3) The provisions of sections 7, 8, and 9 of the said 
Ordinance shall be applicable to rules made under the section 
by a village school committee as if such rules had been made by 
the inhabitants of a subdivision.

26 The village school committee of every school division 
shall, subject to this Ordinance, make provision, by means of 
the labour of the inhabitants and from the funds vested in 
them •, 'and with such assistance as the district school committee 
may afford them, for the establishment and maintenance of 
sufficient accommodation in vernacular schools for the edu
cation of children resident within the school district for whose 
education efficient and suitable provision is not otherwise 
made.

27 It shall be the duty of village school committees to 
make and enforce rules in manner provided by section 6 of 
“ The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1889,” providing 
for the construction, maintenance, and repair of school rooms 
by means of the funds and labour at the disposal of the com
mittee. Such rules may.provide for—

(a) The carrying out of all ordinary repairs to the school
buildings, teachers’ dwelling-houses, fences, wells, 
and other offices and premiseŝ  of any Government 
school which children resident i  l the school division 
attend, whether or not the school is situated within 
the division.

(b) 'The erection of new school buildings, the extension of
existing school buildings, the making and fencing of 
school gardens and play grounds, the construction 
of wells for school gardens, and the construction of 
teachers’ dwelling-houses and other necessary pre- 

, mises and offices.

PART V.
E st a t e  S ch o o ls .

28 Part V. of this Ordinance shall come into operation at 
such time as the Governor in Executive Council shall, by Pro
clamation in the Government Gazette, appoint.

29 Parts II., III., and IV. of this Ordinance shall not 
apply to estates as hereinbefore in this Ordinance defined; 
but, whenever it appears that the children of the labourers 
employed on any estate can be more conveniently educated 
by means of the schools of the school division within or near 
which such estate is situated, the Governor may, by order in 
the Government Gazette, exempt such estate from the operation 
of Part V., and direct that it shall be subject to Parts II., III., 
and IV. of the Ordinance.

30  Two or more estates may, with the sanction in writing 
of the Director of Public Instruction, combine for the purpose 
of providing a common school under a joint manager for the 
instruction of the children on such estates.

31 It shall be the duty of the superintendent of every 
estate to provide for the vernacular education of the children 
of the labourers employed on the estate between the ages of 
six and twelve, and to set apart and keep in repair a suitable 
schoolroom.

32 (1) Every superintendent shall, before the expiration of
six months from the date when Part V. of this Ordinance cpmes 
into force, forward to the Director of Public Instruction a 
return showing the following particulars, namely :

(a) The number of the boys and girls, being the children of 
labourers employed on the estate. between the ages of 
six and twelv«.
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(6) The number of such boys and girls who attended school 
during the twelve months ending on the 31st Decern- 
ber last preceding the date when this Part of the 
Ordinance came into force.

(c) The number of days during such period on which school
was held.

(d) The description of building in which instruction was
given.

(2) Such returns shall be made on' forms which will be 
furnished by the Director of Public Instruction on the appli
cation of superintendents free of charge.

33 It shall be the duty of the superintendent to cause the 
school teacher to keep a register showing the names and ages 
of the boys and girls, being the children oflabourer3 employed 
on the estate, between the ages of six and twelve, and also an 
attendance register showing the presence or absence of each 
child on every day on which school is held. Such register 
shall be corrected or renewed on or before the tenth day of 
each month, and shall be open to inspection as hereinafter 
provided.

34  The Director of Public Instruction shall from time to 
time cause estate schools to be inspected, and on such inspection 
the superintendent, who shall have at least three days’ clear 
notice of the inspection, shall afford the inspector all reasonable 
facilities for inspecting the registers hereinbefore required to 
be kept and the children on the estate. Upon such inspection 
the inspector shall give children who have learnt enough to 
pass the fourth standard in reading, writing, and arithmetic a 
certificate exempting them from attendance at school.

35  Whenever provision has not been made to the satis
faction of the Director of Public Instruction for the vernacular 
instruction of the children on any estate and for the supply 
of a suitable school room, the Director of Public Instruction 
may issue a notice to the superintendent calling upon .him to 
make provision for the vernacular education of the children 
and for a school room ; and if such notice has not been complied 
with to the satisfaction of the Director of Public Instruction 
within six months from the date when it was given, the Gover
nor in Executive Council may authorize some person to enter 
upon the estate and erect a suitable school room thereon and 
to provide suitable instruction for such children. The cost 
of erecting and maintaining a school room and of providing 
instruction for the children shall from time to time be certified 
by the person so authorized, and shall be recovered in the 
manner provided by the “ The Medical Wants Ordinance, 
1880,” for the recovery of money payable under sections 15 
and 19 of the said Ordinance.

PART VI.
G e n e r a l .

36 The Director of Public Instruction shall appoint 
teachers and pupil teachers to give instruction in vernacular 
schools provided by village school committees under Part IV 
of the Ordinance, and, subject to the provisions of section
11 ’ ,sh,̂ U,_make Provisi°£ f?r fcl?eir Payment from such sums 
as shall be voted annually for this purpose toy the Legislative

/  , • e uuiu, instruction, in case o
application from a manager for a grant in aid for a vern 
school situated in a school division subject to this Ordi, 
shall refer such application to the district „
for report. If the committee report " t o t h ^ Z i

i
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Responsibility 
of occupier of 
premises for 
children. 
Disposal of fines.

Jurisdiction in 
respect of 
offences.

Procedure.

Acquisition of 
land for 
purposos of 
Ordinance.

Public Instruction decides that the school ought to be regis
tered, he shall notify this to the chairman of the district 
committee, and shall not register such school until at least 
three weeks have elasped from the date of such notification.

38 The occupier of the premises in which any chili usually 
resides shall be presumed to have the custody of such chili 
until the contrary is proved.

39 All fines under this Ordinance shall be paid into tho 
funds of the school division in which the school in relation 
to which the offence was committed is situated.

40  All offences under this Ordinance shall be triable 
either in the village tribunal or committee or in the police court 
of the district in which the offence was committed, wholly or 
in part, and such court shall have jurisdiction to award the 
maximum punishment prescribed therefor, anything in the 
Criminal Procedure Code or in “ The Village Communities’ 
Ordinance, 1889,” to the contrary notwithstanding.

41 With regard to proceedings before a police magistrate 
or village tribunal under this Ordinance or under any by-law 
or rule thereunder, the following provisions shall have effect, 
namely:

(1) Any police magistrate or president may, instead of 
imposing a penalty, make an order directing that the chill 
shall attend school, and that if he fails to do so, the person on 
.whom such order is made shall pay a penalty not exceeding 
the penalty to which he is liable for failing to comply with the 
by-law.

(2) Any police magistrate or president may require by
summons any parent of a child required by by-law to attend 
school to produce the child before him, and any person failing 
without reasonable excuse, proof whereof shall lie on the parent, 
to comply with such summons, shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding twenty rupees. „

(3) When a child is apparently of the age alleged for the 
prnpose of the proceeding, it shall lie on the defendant to 
prove that the child is not of that age.

(4) A certificate purporting to be under the hand of the 
Director of Public Instruction stating that a child has reached 
apartic-ular standard of education, oris or is not under adequate 
and suitable instruction, or stating that any school doe3 or 
does not provide adequate and suitable instruction, shall be 
evidenco of the facts stated in such certificate.

42  Any private land which may be required for the 
purposes of, or incidental to, the erection or extension 
of school buildings, teachers’ houses, offices, or premises, or 
for the establishment of school gardens or play grounds, or 
otherwise for the purposes of this Ordinance, may be acquired 
by the Crown for such purpose under the provisions of “ The 
Land Acquisition Ordinance, 1876,” or of any other Ordinances 
for the time being in force providing for the acquisition of 
private land for public use3.

By His Excellency’s command,
G. M. F owler,

Colonial Secrotarj-’s Office, Acting Ccleidal Cccrctay.
Colombo, Decombet 22,1903.

S ta te m e n t  o f  O b je c ts  a n d  R e a so n s .

, , ? HE gcr'cra] object of the B.U is to introduce into rural districts a system of compulsory vernacular
education similar to that established with regard to towns by “ The Town Schools Ordinance, 1936," 
and to make provision for the vernacular education of the children of estate labourers, 
c, • 2h of the Bill differs materially from that of the measure introduced during the last
Session of the Council; and, as a result, the greater part of that measure is not reproduced.
divisions and aiUhoritks^or5cducatLnarpu^ose3.UtlllZinS aS P°Ssibl° the Gxisting administrative
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With this view the Bill proposes to establish school divisions corresponding to revenue.districts, 
and village school divisions corresponding to the subdivision of the chief headman s district created by 
“ Tne Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1889.”

The governing body of the school district is a district school committee consisting of the district 
committee elected or nominated under ‘‘ The Road Ordinance, 1861,” reinforced by the addition of 
four members, one of whom is the Director of Public Instruction or his representative.

«The governing body of the village school division is the village school committee, which is identical 
with the villagi committee elected under ‘ ‘ The Village Communities’ Ordinance, 1889.”

4. Tun necessary school accommodation will be provided principally by means of the funds and 
labour at the disposal of the village school committee, but the district school committee is empowered 
to apply to educational purposes such portion of the unexpended balance of the moneys paid by the 
inhabitants in commutation of labour as the Governor may authorize. The teachers of schools provided 
by village committees will be appointed by the Director of Public Instruction and paid out of public 
funds.

5. Tho district school committee is charged with the duty of framing a scheme subdividing 
their district into school circles and indicating the additional school accommodation required.
■\| f The village school committees are liable, on the requisition of the district school committee, to 
provide this additional school accommodation from the moans at their disposal, with any assistance 
they may receive from the district school committee. Kj \; \j  \ !

6. When the school accommodation required by the scheme has been provided, the district 
school committee is empowered to enforce the attendance of children at school by means of by-laws. 
The sections authorizing the district school committee to make by-laws for this purpose are borrowed, 
with slight modifications, from the Town Schools Ordinance of last year.

7. Part V. of the Ordinance dealing with estate schools comes into force on a day to be appointed 
by the Governor in Council. It imposes upon the superintendent of the estate the obligation of providing 
for the vernacular education of tho children on the estate between the ages of 6 and 12 and of providing 
and maintaining a suitable school room.

When provision is not made for the instruction of children and for the supply of a suitable school 
room, the Director of Public Instruction is empowered to require the superintendent to make such 
provision, and in default of compliance with such requisition tho Governor is empowered to cause the 
necessary measures to be taken at the cost of the estate.

8. Part V. also requires the superintendent to make returns of the children of a school-going 
age on the estate and to cause an attendance register to be kept. The Director of Public Instruction 
is also empowered to cause estate schools to be inspected with due notice to the superintendent.

AiFitED G. Lascelles,
December 3, 1906. _ Attorney-General.

N O T I C E S  IN T E S T A M E N T A R Y  A C T IO N S .

In the District Court of Colombo.

Order N isi declarin'] Will proved.

Testamentary In  tho Matter of the Estate of 
Jur.sdiction. Nanumi Arachchigo Christina 
No. 2,703 C. Per.; o, late of Maradana in 

; .. Colombo, deceased.

T HIS m atter coming on for disposal before James 
Richard Weinman, Esq., District Judge of 

Colombo, on the 17th day of December, 1906, in tho 
presence of Mr. Arthur Alvis, Proctor, on behalf of 
the petitioner Meegama Gurunnansolage Don John 
Silomoa of Rosmead Place, Cinnamon Gardens,
n.iom bo; and-the affidavit and petition of the said 
p- v-itio ner, dated respectively the 11th and 12th days 
of Docember, 1906, having been read and considered :

I t  is ordered that tho said petitioner bo and ho is 
ho’ebv declared entitled to have lettors of edminis- 
t- ion to tho estate of tho above-named deceased, 
Nanumi Arachchigo Christina Perera, Issued to him, 
unless Nanumi Arachchige Isaac Porera of Wamya 
.1 „ Rurunegala, shall, on or before the 24th day of

January, 1907”, show sufficient causo to the satis
faction of this court to tho contrary.

J . R. W e in m a n ,
District Judge.

Tho 4th day of Docember, 1906.

AiA UUv lOO WIU l
Order Nisi.

Testamentary In the Matter of the Last Will and 
Jurisdiction, Testament of Clifford Henry Arm- 
No. 2,706. strong, late of Colombo, deceased. 

rP H T S  m atter-om 'n  r on for disposal before J . R. 
jL  Weinman, Esq., District Judgo of Colombo,on 

the 17th day of Docember, 1906, in the presonce of 
Messrs- Julius & Crea3y, Proctors, on the p a rt of the 
positional Walter Lamont of Colombo ; and the affi- 
dnvit of the said WalterLamont, dated 10th December 
1908, having boon read : ’

I t  is ordered th a t the will of Clifford H enry Arm
strong, deceased, dated the 15th day of Ju n e  1905

"h° r ; mV \ he1f by d o f e d  Proved, unless way j e-.ion inue.esjed shall, on or before the 17th dav of
S r  V I 07’ 3 W  Suffioie^  cause to  the*satis- faction of chis courvi to  tho contrary.

is r U S ! - ’the‘ dec!a-°d th a t the  said W alter Lamont 
S i iw  °  .£he executor named in the  saW
will, arui th a t he is ontisled to  have letters of ad- 
m iiis ra a o n , with will annexed, issued to  him accord
th l^ lV d fd T  a fyTpe-SOTl ^ r e s t e d  shall. onorbefor< the 17.h  day of January , 1907, show sufficient caus< 
to  die satisfaction of th is court to  the contrary.

J .  R . W ein m a n ,
™ , _ D istric t Judge.
I h e  17th  day of D ecem ber, 1906.
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In  the District Court of Kandy. 
Testamentary In the Matter of the Estate of the
Jurisdiction. late Seena Esubu Lebbo, of
No. 2,626. Uguressapitiya in Kulugam-

' manesiya pattu  of H arispattu,
deceased.

rp HTS matter coming on fo r‘disposal before John 
.1. Harvey Templer, Esq., District Judge of 
Kandy, on the 20th day of November, 1906, in the 
presonce of Mr. Jayatileke, Proctor, on the pari of 
the petitioner William Marcellus de Silva, Secretary 
of the District Court of Kandy ;

I t  is ordered that the petitioner William Maicollus 
do Silva, Secretary of the District Court of Kandy, be 
and he is heroby declared entitled to 1 >tters of ad
ministration to the esiaio of Seena Esubu Lebbe of 
Ug ires3apiiiya in Kulugammana iya pattu  of Haris- 
pattu, deceased, as the Secretary of the said District 
Court of- Kandy, unless (1) Kadya Umma, (2) E'. 
Mohammado Aliya, (3) E. Mimoosi Natchiya Um
ma., the 2nd and 3rd respondents by ihoir guardian 
ad litem Ana Omaru Ally of .Uguressapitiya afore
said, shall, on or before the 17th day of December, 
1906, show sufficient cause to the satisfaction of this 
court to the contrary.

J. H. Te l l e r ,
17th December, 1906. District Judge.

The notice for showing cause against the decree nisi 
is extended to 11th January, 1907.

J. H. T e m p l e r ,
District Judge.

In  tho District Court of Kandy.
Tostamontary In  tho Matter of the Estato of tho 
Jurisdiction. latoAlacola-angogedara Monika,
•No. 2,629. of A rattana in tho Palispattu

West of Lower Dumbara de
ceased.

rP H IS  m atter coming on for disposal before John 
J. Harvoy Templer, Esq. District Judge of Kandy, 

on tho 4th day of Decomber, 1906, in the presence'of 
Mr. Jayatileko, Proctor, on tho part of the petitioner, 
Mutu Banda Rambukwello Korala of Palispattu West, 
residing a t Teldeniya in Lower Dumbara; and the 
affidavit of tho said petitioner, dated December 3, 
1906, having been read :

I t  is ordered th a t each of the respondents—(1) 
Alacola-angegedara K ir 1, (2) Alacola-angegedara 
P stmba,(3) Alacola-angogedaraHapumabm, (4) Ala- 
cola-angegodara Bodiya,(5) Alacola-angegedara Hawa- 
diya, all of Arattana in the Palispattu West in Lower 
Dumbara—be and theyjaro hereby declared ontitlod to 
letters of administration to the estato of Alacola-ange
gedara Menika of Arattana in tho Palispattu West of 
Lower Dumbara, deceased, as the hoirs of the said 
deceased, and in the event of any one of them not 
obtaining . tho letters of administration, the 6th 
respondent, W. M. do Silva, Secretary of tho District 
Court of Kandy, bo and he is horoby declared to lott err. 
of aammistration to the estate of the said deceased, 
as tho Sec:eery of the District Court of Kandv, and 
on the further event of his failing to obtain letters of
t tT * nwtrar10ni petitioner, Mutu Banda Rambuk- 
welle,Korala of PalispattuWest residing at Toldeniya

h? and he «  h<»eby declared entitled to letters of administration to the estate of 
the.said deceased, as the Korala of the koralo which 
the intestate died, unless the abovo-namod respon
dents shall,on or before tho 21st day of January, 1907 
show sufficiont cause to the satisfaction of this’ court 
to the contrary.

J. H. T e m pl e r ,
District Judgo.

In  the District Court of Jaffna.
Order Nisi.

Tostamontary In tho Matter of tho Estate of 
Jurisdiction. tho Into Kartikosa Aiyar Sap -

No. 1,819. p itl.ya  of Tollippalai W est,
decoasod.

Sapapathyaiyar Paramasamyaiyer of 
Tellippalai W o s t .......................................Petitioner.

Vs.
(1) Pollaiyavadda-aiyar Muttuswami- 

kurtkkal of Tellippalai, (2) Maman- 
kam, daught er of Pullaiyavadda-aiyar 
of Tollippalai.......................................\  .Respondents.

THIS matter of tho potition of Sapapathyaiyar 
Paramasamyaiya, praying for lettors of 

administration, to the cs<a* o of the above-named 
docoasod Kartokesa-aiyar Sapapathyaiyar, coming on 
for disposal boforo W. R. B. Sanders, Esq., District 
Judge, on tho 6th day of December, 1906, in tho 
presence of Mr.K. Tambiah, Proctor, on tho part of the 
petitioner;and affidavit of tho petitioner da-od Decem
ber 5, 1906, having been read : I t  is doclared tha t the 
petitioner is tho sole hoir of tho said intestate, and is 
entitled to have letters of administration to tho estato 
of the said intostato issued to him, unless the rospon- 
dont or any other person shall, on or boforo tho 21st 
day of January, 1907, show sufficient cause to tho 
satisfaction of this court to the contrary.

W. R. B. Sa n d e r s ,
District Judgo.

This 6th day of Docombor, 1906.

In tho District Court of Jaffna, 
Order Nisi.

Tostamontary In tho Mattor of tho Estato of the 
Jurisdiction. lato Sinnattampi Arumugam of

No. 1,820. Irupalai, decoasod.
Class II. •

Parupati, widow of Arumugam, of Itu- 
palai ...........................................................Petitioner.

Vs.
(1) Sinnappodiyan Sinnattampi and his

wifo (2) Sinnappillai of Iru p a la i.......... Respondents.

THIS matter of the petition of Parupati, widow of 
Arumugam of Irupalai, praying for letters of 

administration to tho estato of the above-named,. 
docoasod Sinnattampi Arumugam, coming on for 
disposal beforo W. R. B. Sanders, Esq., District Jud{ e, 
on the 10t,h day of Decembor, 1906, in  tho presonce 
of Mossrs. Casippillai and Cathiravolu, Proctors, on tl e 
part of tho potidoner ; and affidavit of the petitioner 
dated December 7, 1906, having beon road: I t  is 
doclared tha t the petitioner is tho lawful widow of the 
said intestate, and- is ontitled to have letters of ad
ministration to the ostato of tho said intestate issued 
to hor, unless the respondents or any other person - 
shall, on or beforo tho 23rd day of January ,1907, show 
sufficiont cause to tho satisfaction of this court to the . 
contrary.

W. E , B. Sanders,
District Judge.

Tho5th day of Docombor, 1906. This 10th day of December, 1906.
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In the District Court of Matara.
Order A’isi.

Testamentary In  the Matter of the Estate of the 
Jurisdiction. la te  Don David de Silva Wije- 

No. 1,528. sinha, Vidane Araeliehi of Waktl- 
mulugampalata, deceased, . of 
Hinbunna.

CIYHIS matter coming on for disposal before T. 11. E. 
_L Loftus, Esq., District Judge of Matara, on 
the 28th day of August, 1906, on the motion of 
Messrs. Proctors G. E. and G. P. Kemieman on the 
part of the petitioner Don Allias de Silva Wijesinha 
Appuhamy of Getamanna ; and the affidavit of the 
said petitioner, dated 27th August, 1906, having been 
read : I t  is ordered that the said Don Allias de Silva 
Wijesinha Appuhamy be and he is hereby declared 
entitled to have letters of administration to the estate 
of the deceased Don David do Silva Wijesinha 
issued to him, as son of the said deceased, and tha t 
DonMigel Wijesinha, Vidane Arachchi, Don Nikulas 
Wijesinha Appuhamy, and Cornelia Dissanaike 
Hamine be and they are hereby appointed guardian 
ad litem over the minors Don Barlia Wijesinha Appu
hamy, Don Sedris Wijesinha Appuhamy, and Wije- 
singhage JTinni Hamine, respectively, unless the 
respondents—(1) Cornelia Dissanaike Hamine, (2) Don 
Migel Wijesinha, Vidane Arachchi, (3) Dona Gimara 
Wijesinha Hamine, (4) Don Nikulas Wijesinha Appu
hamy—shall, on or before the 5th day of October, 
1906, show sufficient cause to the satisfaction of this 
court to the contrary.

T h o s . R. E. L o ftu s , 
District Judge.

The 28tli day of August, 1906.

Extended for 14th January, 1907.

In  the District Court of Batticaloa.
Order Nisi.

Testamentary In  the Matter of the Estate of the
.Jurisdiction. late Sinnapillai Katirammai of

No. 477. Navetcuda.
Palani Atikari Siimatamby of Navetcuda. . Petitioner.

Vs.
(1) Sinnattamby Katiramatamby, (2)

Sinnattamby Palanitamby, (3) Sinnat
tamby Katiramalai, (4) Sinnattamby 
Sinnepillai,(5) Nakapper Elayatamby, 
all of N ave tcuda .......... ....................... Respondents.

THIS matter coming on for disposal before G. W.
Woodhouse, Esq., District Judge of Batticaloa, 

on the 19th October, 1906, after reading the affidavit 
and petition dated 19th September, 1906, praying 
for letters of administration :

I t  is ordered th a t the petitioner be declared entitled 
to administer the estate of the deceased, and letters

of administration to  the said estate be granted to 
him, unless the respondents show sufficient cause to 
the contrary on the 8th January , 1907.

G. W . W o o d h o u s e ,
D istrict Judge.

This 19th day of October, 1906.

In  the D istrict Court of Kurunegala.
Order N isi.

Testamentary In  the M atter of the Intestate 
Jurisdiction. E state  of the late Kurugamage 

No. 860. Hendrick Perera of Medirivilla.
Kurugamage John Perera of Dandu-

gama in Negomb D istric t....................... Petitioner,
Vs.

(1) Uswathaleanage Gustina Perexa, (2)
Kurugamage Maria Madalena Perera,
both of Medirivilla in Katugampola
H atpattu  koxale, Kurunegala .......... Respondents.

THIS m atter coining on for disposal before Allan 
Beven, Esq., District Judge of Kurimegala, 

on the 13th day of December, 1906, in the presence of 
the petitioner, and the affidavit of the petitioner, 
dated 13th December, 1906 : I t  is ordered th a t 
Kurugamage John Perera of Dandugama, the said 
petitioner, be declared entitled to have letters of ad
ministration to the estate of the late Kurugamage 
Hendrick Perera of Medirivilla issued to  him ,as the 
son and an heir of the said intestate, unless the said 
respondents aforesaid or any other, persons interested 
shall, on or before the 18th day of January, 1907, 
show sufficient cause to  the satisfaction, of this eoui’t  
to the contrary.

Ali.a h  B e v e n , 
District Judge.

In the District Co aid of Chilaw.
Order N isi.

Testamentary In  the Matter of the In testate Es- 
Jm'isdiction. ta te  of the late Sevamaly Amina 

No. 726. of Chilaw, deceased.

THIS matter coming on for disposal before R. G.
Saunders, Esq., District Judge of Chilaw, on the 

17th December, 1906, after reading the affidavit of 
the petitioner and his application of the same d a te : 
I t  is ordered th a t letters of administration to the 
estate of the late Sevamaly Amina of Chilaw do issue 
to her son Nona Kavemia Muhammadu Mira Saibo 
of Chilaw, unless sufficient cause be shown to the 
contrary on the 22nd January, 1907, by the res
pondents or any other person or persons interested 
in the estate of the deceased.

R . G. Sa u n d e r s ,
District Judge.

B y  virtue of a Mandate to me directed by the Hon.
tlio Supreme Court of the Island of Ceylon, I  

do hereby proclaim that a. Criminal Session of the said 
court for the Districts of Chilaw and Puttalam  will be 
holden a t the Court-house a t Colombo on Thursday, 
January 10. 1907, at 11 o’clock of the morning of the 
said day.

i s s s s s & r *  " * • - dep“ ‘ k
,, C. V. R ebeira ,

t- , fisca l s Office, for Fiscal,
ivu) unegala, December 20, 1906.

B  3
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NOTICES OF INSOLVENCY.

In the District Court of .Colombo. , J
No. 2,236. In  the matter of the insolvenoy of

Segu Meera Lebbe Uduma Lebbe 
Marikar of No. 25, San Sebas
tian street, in Colombo.

N OTICE is hereby given tha t a meeting of the 
creditors of the above-named insolvent will 

take place a t the sitting of this court on January 24 ,: 
1907, for the grant of a certificate of conformity to the 

/above-named insolvent./
By order of court,

In  the District Court of Colombo.
No. 2,251. In  the m atter of the insolvency of

' William Charles Atwell of ICalu-
bowila. in the Palle pattu  of 
Salpiti korale.

■VT0TICE is hereby given that a meeting of the 
j_N / creditors of the above-named insolvent will 
take place at the sitting of this covu't on January 24, 
1^07, for the grant of a certificate of conformity to the 

ov'e-named insolvent.

J. B. Misso, 
Secretary.

.bo, December 20, 1906.

In  the District Court of Colombo.
2,242. In  the m atter of the insolvency of

John Henry Schokman of Seda- 
w atta in Colombo.

"OTICE is hereby given tha t a meeting of the
_ creditors of the above-named insolvent will

F take place at the sitting of this court on January 24, 
1907, for the grant of a certificata of conformity to the 
above-named insolvent.

By order of court,
J. B. Misso, 

Secretaiy.

Colombo, December 20, 1906.

By order of court,
J. B. Mxsso,

Colombo*-December 20, 1906. Secretary.

.n the District Court of Negombo.
In  the m atter of the insolvency 

of Arthur Clementi Smith of 
Negombo.

HEREAS Arthur Clementi Smith has filed a 
declaration of insolvency, and a petition for 

/tlfe sequestration of the estate of the said Arthur 
.lementi Smith has also been filed under the Ordi

nance No. 7 of 1853 : Notice is hereby given that the 
said court has ad judged the said Arthur Clementi Smith 
insolvent accordingly, and th a t two public sittings 
of the court, to wit, on January 28 and February 28, 
1907, will take place for the said insolvent to surrender 
and conform to agieeably to the provisions of the 
said Ordinance, and for the taking of other steps 
set forth in the said Ordinance, of which creditors 
are hereby required to take notice.

By order of court,
N. P Alt AN A VIT AN A,

Negombo, December 20, 1906. Secretary.

H. C. COTTf.E, GOVERNMENT PRrNn'EU, COLOMBO, CEYLON.


