SUPPLEMENT

The Cuplon Govgynment Gagtfe,

PART L

FRIDAY, MARCH 20, 1908.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON.

. "+ Report of the Registrar-General for the Month of February, 1908.

Tais report deals with the Vital Statisties of the several towns of the Island proclaimed under sections
31 to 36 of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. The Registrarsof these towns are qualified medical men. No death
oceurring there is registered unless the cause is ascertained by the Registrar’s personal inspection of the
deceased, or certified by a qualified medical man in attendance on the deceased, and no dead body is buried
or cremated without registration being effected. This system was commenced on January 1, 1893, in the
town of Colombo, under the Ordinance No. 20 of 1891, and has been gradually extended till it now embraces
30 towns. : : ’

2. TablelI. in the Appendix shows the population at the last decennial Census of 1901, and the present
estimated population and the births and deaths registered during the month, their rates, and the infantile
mortality in each town. : .

3. Table III. gives similar information as regards each ward in the Colombo Municipality.

4. The estimated population of the 30 towns is 466,362, or more than one-ninth of the total population
of the Island. The population of Colombo (180,262) is nearly two-thirds of the population of all the other towns
taken together (286,100).

Births and Deaths.

5. The births registered in the 30 towns numbered 1,204—of which 609 were of males and 595 of
females—and correspond to an annual birth-rate per 1,000 of 32-58,as against 34-89 during the preceding
month. Of the towns (excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, whicth have a population under 1,000), the highest
birth-rate for the month was observed in Chilaw (67-09), and the lowest in Kalpitiya (7-73). There were
no births registered in Mullaittivu during the month. In the other towns the birth-rate ranged from 62:19
in Negombo, 56'18 in Nawalapitiya, and 5018 in Panadure to 22-16 in Mannar, 21°23 in Trincomalee,
20-56 in Batticaloa, and 14'10 in Nuwara Eliya.

6. The town of Colombo, where the births registered numbered 896—of which 193 were of males and
203 of females—records a birth-rate of 2772 per mille per annum, as against 29°67 in the preceding month.
The highest birth-rate was in New Bazaar Ward (29:61), and the lowest in Pettah (1-66), while there
were no births recorded in the Fort and Galle Face Ward. In the other wards the birth-rate ranged
from 2874 in St: Sebastian to 15°98 in Kollupitiya. T

7. The number of deaths registered in the 30 towns was 1,408—of which 742 were of males and 666'of
temales—and correspond to an annual death-rate of 30°98 per mille, as against 32-95 during the previous
month. 449 of the total deaths,' or little less than one-third, occurred in hospitals (with 1 death in the Jafina
jail), and exaggerated the normal mortality of the towms. :

: Mortality.

8. Corrected death-rates as well as crude death-rates are shown for the several towns. By a WW&M
rate is meant the rate calculated for the population of each town on the basis that its age- and sex-constitution
i8 the same as for the Island, and also excluding from the total deaths those of estate coolies and other persons
who are not town residents. The corrected rate should thus furnish a more satxsfaotory‘ (test of the comgarabwg
health of the towns than the crude rate. I am unable to give the correotet.i rates fox_' Hatton and leoya,d
Kalpitiya and Lunugala towns, because the age and sex-constitution of their populations was noti} asg:rta.me ;
at the last Census. The population of Lunugala (as now constituted) was not enumerated at the Census o
1901, and the figure given is an estimate made at the beginning of October last. e 1

9. - Among the t s (excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, for the reason stated) the lowest corrected
mortality du.ringgthe m;);:ﬁ w(a: recordegsd in Kegy;llq, (5°12), and the highest in Mullaittiva (78:70). In the
other towns the death-rate ranged from 1497 in Batticaloa, 18-14in Trincomalee, and 20°19 in Nuwara Eliya
to 50° 91 in Anuradhapura, 5214 in Gampola, and 60°43 in Mannar.

10. In the town of Colombo, where the deaths registered numbered 497—of which 269 were of males
and 228 of females—the annual death-rate recorded is 35°45 per 1,000, as against 3112 during the preceding
month., In Table ITI., which gives the death-rates for the several wards of the town, I am unable to give the .
corrected rates because the age- and sex-constitution of the Ward populations at the last Census Las not °
been recorded. Omitting the Fort and Galle Face Ward and the Pettah Ward, which contain a population
mainly adult male and floating, the healthiest division during the month was Kollupitiya with a crude death-
rate of 19-29. The highest crude death-rate wasin Maradana exclusive of Hospitals (33-44). 1In the othér
wards the death-rate ranged from 2078 in St. Paul’s to 3313 in Slave Island.. ¢



(2)

Infantile Mortality.

.11.  The infantile mortality for the 30 towns was equal to a rate of 266 per 1,000 births registered. In
the towns having an estimated population of 5,000 or more the mortality ranged from 556 in Nuwara Eliya,
455 in Puttalam, 381 in Jaffna and 353 in Badulla to 139 in Negombo, 111in Matale, and 82 in Moratuwa!

12. The infantile mortality in the town of Colombo was 328 per 1,000 births registered. The infantile
mortality given for each ward in Table III. enables a comparison to be made of the health of the various
wards. The lowest mortality was observedin St. Paul’'s ‘Ward (194 per 1,000), and the highest infantile
mortality was in Maradana exclusive of Hospitals (607), followed by Slave Island (460) and New Bazaar (426)

Causes of Death.

13. Table II. in the Appendix gives for each town and race the principal causes of deaths registered
during the month, and shows the infantile mortality separately from the other mortality.

14. Table IV. gives similar information for each ward and race of the Colombo Municipality.

15. Infants.—Out of the 1,408 deaths from all causesin the 30 towns, 320 or little less than one-fourth
were among infants under one year. Of these, the chief causes were 91 Convulsions (of which 33 in Colombo and
14 in Galle), 76 Debility (of which 21 in Colombo and 13 in Jaffna), 37 Prematurity (of which 10 in Colombo
and 10 in Jaffna), 20 Diarrheea (of which 10 in Colombo and 5 in Galle), 9 Tetanus (of which 16in Colombo),
17 Pneumonia (of which 11 in Colombo), and Bronchitis 10 (of which 4 in Golombe and 3 in Jaffna).

16. In the town of Colombo Convulsions accounted for the highest mortality, and the cases were
distributed as follows :—15 in Maradana exclusive of Hospitals, 8 in New Bazaar, 3 in Slave Island, 2 each
in St. Sebastian, St. Paul’s, and Kollupitiya, and 1 in Kotahena. The next highest mortality was from
Debility (8 in Slave Island, 4 each in Maradana Hospitals and ' New Bagaar, and 1 each in St. Sebastian
and St. Paul's), followed by Pneumonia (6 in Maradana exclusive of Hospitals, 3 in Kotahena, and 1 each
in Maradana Hospitals and Kollupitiya). There was 1 death from Cholers, a Burgher of Maradana who
died in the Infectious Diseases Hospital: This is the first case in Colombo since November last.

17. One year and over.—Out of the 1,088 deaths of persons one year and over in age, there were 262 due
to Diarrheea and Dysentery, of which 74 were in Colombo, 19 in Ratnapura, 17 in Moratuwa, 15 in Badulla, 14
each in ¢ Hatton and Dikoya " and Jaffna, 13 in Galle, and 10 each in_ Kandy, Gampola, and Lunugala ;
112 due to Pneumonia, of which 37 were in Colombo, 11 in Matale, and 8 each in Jaffna and Kurunegala ;
109 to Phthisis, of which 52 were in Colombo, 18 in Galle, and 7 each in Matale and Jaffna ; 49 to Dochmius
Duodenalis, of which 46 were of Tamil coolies ; 32 to Enteric Fever, of which 15 were in Colombo, and 4 each
in Moratuwa and Jaffna ; 29 to Simple Fever, of which 13 were in Jaffna and 5 in Galle ; 22 to Bronchitis,
of which 7 were in Colombo and 4 in Kalutara ; 21 to Malarial Cachexia, of which 5 were in Matale ; 20 to
Remittent Fever, of which 10 were in Jaffna and 5 in Colombo ; 19 to Bright’s Disease and Nephritis, of
which 11 were in Colombo and 5 in Galle ; and 12 to Ansmia, of which § were in Negombo.

18. 'The highest mortality in Colombo was from Phthisis 52, of which 16 were in Maradana exclu-
sive of - Hospitals, 10 in Maradana Hospitals, and 7 in St. Paul’s, followed by Diarrheea 43, of which 19 .
were.in Maradana Hospitals, 8 in Slave Island, and 6 in Maradana exclusive of Hospitals; Pneumonia 37,
of which 10 were in Maradana Hospitals, 6 in Maradana exclusive of Hospitals, and 5 in Kotahena ;
Dysentery 31, of which 10 were in Maradana Hospitals, 7in St. Paul’s, and 4 in Koilupitiya ; Enteric Fever
15, of which 4 each were in Kotahena and Maradana Hospitals and 3 in Maradana exclusive of Hospitals ;
and. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 11, of which 6 were in Maradana Hospitals and 2 in New Bazaar.

19.' Percentage of principal causes of death at all ages.—Of the total number of deaths at all ages in the
towns, Diarrheea and Dysentery accounted for more than 20 per cent., Bronchitis and Pneumonia more than

11 per cent., Debility more than 9per cent., Phthisis nearly 8 per cent., Infantile Convulsions more than
7 per cent., and various kinds of Fever more than 6 per cent: '

20. Of the total number of deaths at all ages in the town of Colombo, Diarrheea and Dysentery
aogounted for more than 17 per cent., Bronchitis and Pnewmonia nearly 12 per cent., Phthisis more than
10 per cent., Infantile Convulsions and Debility more than 7 per cent. each, and various kinds of Fever
nearly 5 per cent.

- Registrar-General's Office,

P ARUNACHALAM,
R Colombo, March 18, 1908. ' Registrar-General.
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