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Infantile Mortality.
. . The infantile m ortality for the 30 towns was equal to a rate of 211 per 1,000 births registered. In 

the towns having an estim ated population o f 5,000 or more the m ortality ranged from  375 inNuwara Eliya, 
316 in M a'ale, and 300 each in Batticaloa and Trincomalee, to 154 in  M oratuwa, 152 in Kalutara, 140 in 
Negombo, and 136 in  Kurunegala.

12. The infantile m ortality in the town o f Colombo was 295 per 1,000 births registered. The infantile 
mortality given for each ward in Table H I. enables a comparison to be made o f the health o f the various 
wards. The lowest m ortality was observed in St. Sebastian (67 per 1,000), and the highest infantile 
mortality was in K ollupitiya (389), followed b y  St. Paul’s (372), and New Bazaar (362).

Causes of Death.
13. Table H . in  the Appendix gives for each town and race the principal causes of deaths registered 

during the m onth, and shows the infantile mortality separately from  the other m ortality.
14. Table IV . gives similar inform ation for each ward and race o f the Colombo Municipality.
15. In fcm ts.— Out o f the 1,428 deaths from  all causes in the 30 towns, 285, or little more than one- 

third, were among infants under one year. Of these, the chief causes were 95 Convulsions (of which 44 in 
Colombo, 11 in Galle, 7 in Negom bo, and 6 each in Matara and Trincomalee), 70 D ebility (of which 20 in 
Colombo, 11 in Jaffna, and 7 in K andy), 24 Prematurity (of which 8 in Colombo and 5 in K andy), 16 Tetanus 
(of which 9 in Colombo and 3 each in Moratuwa and Jaffna), 14 Pneumonia (of which 6 in Colombo and 
2 each in Negombo and Galle), and 12 Bronchitis (of which 4  Colombo).

16. In  the town of Colombo Convulsions accounted for the highest m ortality, and the cases were 
distributed as follow s:— 11 in Maradana exclusive of Hospitals, 6  each in Kotahena, New Bazaar, Slave 
Island, and K ollupitiya, 5 in St. Paul’s, 2 in Pettah, and 1 each in Port and Galle Face and St. Sebastian. 
The next highest m ortality was from  D ebility (5 in Maradana Hospitals, 4 in Slave Island, 3 each in 
St. Paul’s and Kollupitiya, 2 in New Bazaar, and 1 each in Pettah, St. Sebastian, and Maradana exclusive 
of Hospitals),, followed by Tetanus (4 in Kotahena, 2 each in St. Paul’s and New Bazaar, and 1 in Maradana 
exclusive of Hospitals).

17. O n e y ea r  and  over.— Out of the 1,143 deaths of persons one year and over in age, there were 259 due 
to Diarrhoea and Dysentery, o f which 77 were in Colombo, 20 in Ratnapura 17 in Jaffna, 12 each in Negombo 
and Galle, 11 eachin M atale,BaduUa,andLunugala, 10eachinK andy,G am pola, and “  H atton and D ikova,” ,
9 each in Kurunegala and Kegalla, and 7 in M oratuwa; 142 due to Pneumonia, o f which 61 were in Colombo,
8 each in Kandy and Kurunegala, 7 in  Negom bo, and 5 in Batticaloa ; 74 to Phthisis, of which 51 were in 
Colombo, 9 in Galle, and 4 in Jaffha; 45 to Enteric Fever, of which 26 were in  Colombo, and 6  in Moratuwa; 
44 to Dochimus Duodenalis, of which‘35 were among Tamil Coolies; 35 to Rem ittent Fever, o f which 13 were 
in Jaffna, 5 in Anuradhapura, and 3 ip. M oratuwa; 35 to Malarial Cachexia, of-which 5 were in Batticaloa , 
and 4 in M atale; 25 to Simple Fever, of which 9 were in Jaffna, 7 in K andy, and 3 in Galle ; 25 to 
Bronchitis, of which 14 were in  Colombo and 6  in K alutara; and 15 to Bright’ s Disease and Nephritis, of 
which 9 were in Colombo and 3 in  Jaffna-

18. The highest m ortality in Colombo was from  P n eu m on ia  61, o f which 12 were in Maradana 
exclusive of Hospitals, 11 each in Kotahena and Maradana H ospitals, 8 in New Bazaar, and 7 in  St. Paul’ s ; 
followed by Diarrhoea 53, o f which 20 were in Maradana Hospitals, 8  in Kotahena, and 6  each in St. Paul’s, 
Maradana exclusive o f Hospitals, and Slave Island ; P h th is is  51, o f which 12 were in Maradana exclusive of 
Hospitals, 10 in Maradana Hospitals, 7 each in St. Paul’s and New1 Bazaar, and 6  in Slave Island ; E n ter ic  
F ev er  26, o f which 11 were in Maradana Hospitals and 6  in Maradana exclusive o f H ospitals; Dysentery 24, 
of which 10 were in Maradana Hospitals and 4 in St. Paul’s ; B ro n ch itis  14, of which 6  were in  New Bazaar 
and 2 each in St. Paid’s, Kotahena, and Maradana exclusive of Hospitals ; and Bright’s Disease and 
Nephritis 9, of which 4 were in  Maradana Hospitals and 2 in New Bazaar. There was 1 death from  cholera 
of a Tamil from Slave Island. The number of deaths from  E n ter ic  F e v e r  (26) was greater than in February 
(16) and January (23), but the number for the whole quarter (65) was less than in the corresponding first 
quarter of 1907 (80).

19. P ercen ta ge o f  'p rin cip a l ca u ses o f  death  a t a ll a ges.— Of the total number of deaths at all ages in the 
towns, Diarrhoea and Dysentery accounted for more than 19 per cent., Bronchitis and Pneumonia nearly 
14 per cent., Debility more than 8  per cent., various kinds o f Fever nearly 8 percent., Infantile Convulsions 
nearly 7 per cent., and Phthisis more than 5 per cent.

20. Of the total number o f deaths at all ages in the town o f Colombo, Diarrhoea and Dysentery 
accounted for more than 15 per cent., Bronchitis and Pneumonia m ore than 16 per cent., Phthisis more 
than 9 per cent., Infantile Convulsions nearly 8  per cent., D ebility nearly 7 per cent., and various kinds o f 
Fever nearly 6  per cent.

Registrar-General’s Office, P. Arunachalam ,
Colombo, April 14, 1908. * Registrar-General.
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