
VITAL STATISTICS OF CEYLON.

REPORT OP TH E  REGISTRAR-GENERAL FOR THE FOURTH QUARTER OF 1907.

I.—Population.
T he estimated population o f the Island on the last day of the quarter was 3,958,846, showing an increase 

o f  8,748 on the previous quarter, due to an excess of 9,785 births over deaths, but to a deficit o f 1,037 arrivals over 
departures o f Indian coolies.

2. A rriv a ls  and departures o f  In d ia n  coolies.— The number o f Indian coolies who arrived in the Island during 
the quarter amounted to 13,225 and o f departures to 14,262, as against 20,330 arrivals and 16,129 departures, the 
averages for the corresponding quarters o f the last nine years.

/ II.— Marriages.
3 . ' M arriages.—4,311 general marriages ( i . e marriagesother than Kandyan or Muhammadan) were registered 

during the quarter and 1,236 Kandyan marriages. Their distribution by Provinces and districts is given in Table I.
4. Table "VI. in the Appendix shows the marriages solemnized in the general community in each Province and 

district in the Island, the civil condition, nationality, the highest, lowest, and mean ages of the parties, the mode of 
solemnization, the number of bridegrooms and brides who were unable to sign their names in the register, &c.

5. Table Y U . gives similar information in respect of the Kandyan marriages.
6. F ir s t m arriages;  re-m arriages.—Of the 4,313 general marriages, 3,674 (equal to 85 per cent.) were between 

- bachelors and spinsters, 434 between widowers and spinsters, 110 between bachelors and widows, 80 between widow ers 
and widows, 11 between divorced men and spinsters, 2 between bachelors and divorced women, and 2 between 
widowers and divorced women. O f the 1,237 Kandyan marriages, 925 (equal to 75 per cent, wore between bachelors 
and spinsters, 130 between widowers and spinsters, 60 between bachelors and widows, 37 between widowers and 
widows, 36 between divorced men and spinsters, 31 between bachelors and divorced women, 10 between widowers and 
divorced women, 6 between divorced men and divorced women, and 2 between divorced men and widows.

7. A g e  a t m arriage.—The mean age at marriage for the general community was 25T for males and 20-0 for 
females, and for Kandyans 25'9 for males and 19*4 for females. It is likely that in many o f these cases the couples 
had lived as husband and wife for years before registration of marriage, the usual religious ceremony alone having 
been performed in time. The figures in this chapter are based on actual registration, which is not, except among 
Kandyans, necessary to the validity of a marriage,

8. M inors,—In the general community about 3 per cent, of the bridegrooms and 50 per cent, o f the brides 
and among the Kandyans about 12 per cent, o f the bridegrooms and 73 per cent, of the brides, were under 21 years 
of age.

9. M ixed  m a rria ges.—There were 29 mixed marriages during the quarter: 1 between a European and a 
Burgher, 1 between a European and a Sinhalese, 6 between Burghers and Sinhalese, 3 between Burghers and Tamils 
13 between Sinhalese and Tamils, 1 between an Irish and a Tasmanian, 1 between a Hungarian and an American, 1 
between a Scotch and a New ZeaUnder, 1 between a native of Cochin and a Sinhalese, and 1 between a Sinhalese 
woman and a person whose nationality was returned as “ Brahmin ” but treated as “ Other ”  in Table YI. in the 
Appendix.

10. Signatures in  m arriage register.—Of the 8,626 persons married in the general community during the 
quarter, 920 men and 2,921 women signed the register with marks ; that is to say, nearly 21 per cent, o f the men 
and 68 per cent, o f  the women could not write their names. Of the 2,474 Kandyans married, 389 men and 
1,159 women signed the register with marks, i.e., about 31 per cent, o f the men and 94 per cent, o f  the woznep 
could not write their names. .

III.—Births and Deaths.
11. B irth s.—The births registered during the quarter numbered 35,877 (44 Europeans, 213 Burghers, 25,752 

Sinhalese, 7,529 Tamils, 2,166 Moors, 106 Malays,and 67 Others), and were in the proportion of.37*5 per 1,000 persons 
living, as against 31*3 in the previous quarter and 41*2 the average o f the corresponding quarters in the period 
1898—1906. , v
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12. Deaths.—The number of deaths registered during the quarter amounted to 26,092 (16 Europeans, 123 
Burghers, 16,307 Sinhalese, 7,833 Tamils, 1,622 Moors, 98 Malays, and 93 Others), and 'was equal to an annual 
rate of 27*3 per 1,000 persons living, as against the average 29*2 for the fourth quarters in the period 1898-1906 
and 26*2 the rate in the preceding quarter.

13. The births and deaths and their rates are compared in the Tables I. and II. in the Appendix for each 
Province and district with the results obtained in the previous quarter, the corresponding quarters of the previous year, 
and the average rates for the fourth quarters of 1898-1906 ; and are summarized for the whole Island in the follow
ing Table A :—

T a b l e  A .
Per Mille per Annum.

Births* Deaths. Birth-rate. Death-rate.
A v e ra g e  for nine p rev iou s  fo u rth  quarters in

1898-1906 ... ... 37,670 ... 26,730 ... 41*2 ... 29 2
Fourth quarter. 1906 ... ... 36,753 ... 35,230 ... 38 5 ... 36*9
Third quarter, 1907 ... ... 29,846 ... 24,966 ... 31*3 ... 26*2
Fourth quarter, 1907 ... ... 35,877 ... 26,092 ... 37 5 ... 27*3

14. It will thus appear that whilst the death-rate shows an improvement on the average, the birth-rate shows 
a deterioration. This deterioration was shared by all the Provinces in the Island, except the Western and the 
Sabaragamuwa Provinces, and by all the districts, except Colombo and Kegalla (vide Table II. in the Appendix), and 
the improvement in these Provinces and districts was slight.

1 5 . Sex.—Of the total number of births (35,877), 18,517 were of males and 17,360 were of females, i.e., 1,067 
males to 1,000 females. Of the total number of deaths (26,092), 13,508 were of males and 12,584 were of females. 
Out o f equal numbers living of each sex, there died 945 males to 1,000 females.

16. Infantile mortality.— The deaths of infants under one year of age numbered 6,362, and were in the propor
tion of 177 to 1,000 registered births. The rate of infantile mortality varied in different districts from 378 (for 
Tamils) in Mannar, 294 (for Sinhalese) in Anuradhapura, 288 (for Tamils) in Trincomalee, 272 (for Moors) in 
Puttalam, 266 (for Tamils) in Muliaiitivu, 261 (for Tamils) in Batticaloa, 260 (for Sinhalese) in Hambantota, 247 
(for Sinhalese) in Puttalam, 244 (for Sinhalese) in Ratnapura, 219 (for Tamils) in Puttalam, 216 (for Moors) 
in Batticaloa, 212 (for Sinhalese) in Badulla, 204 (for Sinhalese) in Matale, 204 (for Tamils) in Jaffna, 195 (for 
Sinhalese) in Batticaloa, 188 (for Sinhalese) in Kandy, 176 (for Sinhalese) in Kegalla, 164 (for Sinhalese) in 
Kurunegala, 154 (for Sinhalese) in Nuwara Eliya, to 135 (for Sinhalese) in Galle, 134 (for Sinhalese) in Matara, 
133 (for Sinhalese) in Colombo, 132 (for Sinhalese) in Chilaw, 127 (for Sinhalese) in Negombo, and 115 (for Sinhalese) 
in Kalutara.

IV.—State of Public Health.
17. The general health of the population during the quarter was satisfactory, the death-rate having declined tq 

27*8 from the average (29*2) for the fourth quarters in the period 1898-1906. It was a considerable improvement 
on the rate (36*9) for the corresponding quarter of, last year. Every Province, except the Southern, was healthier 
than in the corresponding quarter of 1898-1906, and every Province was healthier than in the corresponding quarter 
of last year. But compared with the third quarter of 1907, the fourth quarter was slightly worse in every Province, 
except the Central, the North-Western, and the North-Central Provinces.

18. The healthiest Province was, as usual, the Western, with a death-rate for all races o f 22*7, and the 
unhealthiest the Province of Uva, with a death-rate of 38*6. The healthiest district for all races was Negombo, with 
a death-rate of 17*2, and the unhealthiest Mullaittivu, with a death-rate of 44*9.

19. Tables III., IV., and V. in the Appendix show the number of births and deaths registered in the several 
Provinces and districts of the Island and in the revenue subdivisions of those districts for the quarter under review, 
and the average for the corresponding quarters in the period 1898-1906. The birth-rates and death-rates for all 
ages and for infants in the several Provinces and districts of the Island are shown for the Sinhalese only in the 
districts which are mainly inhabited by the Sinhalese, and for the Tamils only where Tamils form the bulk of the 
population. In the Puttalam and the Batticaloa Districts, which contain a resident population composed of Sinhalese, 
Tamils, and Moors, the rates are given for each of these races.

20. Western Province.— The Sinhalese inhabitants of this Province, who, on the first day of the quarter, were 
estimated to number nearly a third o f the entire Sinhalese population of the Island, were healthier than usual, 
and than the inhabitants of other Provinces, and showed the lowest death-rate for all ages (19*7), against the 
average (20*9) and for infants (127). All the three districts show improved rates as compared with the average, the 
improvement being greatest in Negombo and least in Kalutara, which showed the highest mortality in the Province. 
Negombo was the healthiest district in the Island for the indigenous population (the Sinhalese), as it was also the 
healthiest for all races. Its infantile mortality was 127 per 1,000 births, the second lowest in the Island, Kalutara 
leading with 115, and Chilaw taking the third place with 132, and Colombo the fourth place with 133. The birth
rate of the Province fell from an average of 38 9̂ to 37*2, all the three districts sharing in the deterioration. The 
highest birth-rate was in Negombo (40*4), and the lowest in Colombo (35*5).

21. Central Province.— The Sinhalese inhabitants of this Province, who on the first day of the quarter numbered 
nearly 320,000, experienced better health than usual, their death-rate falling to 25*2 from the average (32*9). This, 
improvement was shared by all the three districts, and was greatest in the Matale District (25*5 as against an average 
mortality of 39*3), and least in Nuwara Eliya (25*4 as against an average of 31*0). In Kandy, the healthiest district 
during the quarter, the death-rate fell to 25*1 from an average of 31*2. The birth-rate of the Province (42*1) 
shows a fall from the average (50*7), all the three districts sharing in the deterioration. The highest birth-rate was 
in the district of Matale (45*6), as also the highest death-rate (25*5).

22. Northern Province.—The health of the Tamil inhabitants of thig Province, who form the bulk o f the 
population, and were estimated to number a little over 316,000 on the first day of the quarter, was slightly better 
than usual, their death-rate for the quarter (27 4) having declined by 1*6 from the average (29‘0). The improvement 
was confined to the Jaffna District, the healthiest in the Province, which recorded a death-rate o f 26*2 against the 
average (28*2), while the other two districts, Mannar and Mullaittivu, showed enhanced rates, viz., 38*1 against 33*9 
and 45-1 against 42*1, respectively. The former records the highest mortality in the Island among infants, viz.:— 
378 per 1,000 births registered* and the latter the highest among all ages. The birth-rate o f the Province (31*6) was 
worse than the average (38*3), all the three districts sharing in the deterioration.
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30. Sm aM pox.—There were 6 deaths from smallpox reported for registration during the quarter. Of these, 
4 occurred in the District o f Colombo and 2 in Jaffna. Of the deaths in Colombo District, l  occurred at Korala- 
wella in Moratuwa, another at No. 26, Silversmith lane, in the New Bazaar Ward, Colombo, and the other 2 in the 
Infectious Diseases Hospital, Kanatta. The case at Moratuwa was of an aged Sinhalese, who contracted the infection 
in Colombo town. The New Bazaar case was a concealed case of=a Sinhalese child eighteen months old, whose death 
Was attributed by the relatives to debility, but was found by the Registrar on compulsory examination of the body to 
be due to smallpox. The source o f infection was traceable to another concealed case found in the same house in a 
convalescent state. The deaths in the Infections Diseases Hospital were those of a Moor child, six months old, and a 
Sinhalese youth, both being contacts who developed the disease in the Segregation Camp. The deaths in Jaffna were 
o f 2 aged Tamil women, 1 of whom died in the Infectious Diseases Hospital at Polikandy in Vadamaradchi West, 
and the other at Tolpuram in Valikamam West.

31. C h olera .—There were 6 deaths from cholera reported for registration during the quarter (5 in Colombo and 
1 in Badulla). Of the deaths in Colombo, 4 occurred at the Ragatna Camp of Observation in August and September 
last, and the other at No. 42, Ferry street, New Bazaar. Of the deaths that occurred at Ragama, 1 was o f a latrine 
cooly working in the Quarantine Camp (No. 6), in which there had been 3 cases o f  cholera among estate coolies 
recently arrived from India. The second death was that o f a cooly who arrived from South India and died the same 
night. The third and fourth cases were also coolies who died a few days after their arrival from South India. The 
death in New Bazaar was that of a Coast Moor, who died the day after his arrival from India. The death in Badulla 
was that o f  a Tamil estate labourer which occurred as far back as January. 1907, apparently the last case of the 
epidemic o f that period and overlooked in registration.

32. F ev er  and diarrhm al diseases.—Of the 26,092 deaths registered in the Island during the quarter, no 
less than 4,877* were due to diarrhoeal diseases and 4,670 were reported as due to various kinds o f fever, *.e., fever 
and diarrhoeal diseases were responsible for nearly 37 per cent, of the total number of deaths.

33. There were 9 deaths from measles reported for registration during the quarter (4 in Anuradhapura, 2 each 
in Colombo and G-alle, and 1 in Mannar). Two deaths were due to chickenpox, o f which l occurred at Badulla and 
the other at Regalia. Whooping cough caused 10 deaths (3 in Kandy, 2 in Negombo, and 1 each in Colombo, Kalu- 
fcara, Mannar, G-alle, andMatara). Twenty-four deaths resulted from influenza, of which 9 were in Nuwara Eliya, 5 in 
Badulla, 3 in Kandy, 2 each in Colombo, Matale, and Matara, and 1 in Chilaw.

34. Four deaths (in Galle) were due to beri-beri, the victims being all Afghans.
35. The other chief causes o f  death were infantile convulsions 2,617, debility (mostly of infants from 

inability to suck) 1,433, phthisis 1,033, rickets 875, pneumonia 859, anaemia 824, general dropsy 774, old age 668,
'worms 648, abscess 292, dochmius duodenalis 275 (o f which 178 were of estate coolies), premature birth 254, and 
rheumatism 252.

36. D eaths by violence ;  A cciden ts.—Of the 509 deaths attributed to accidents, as many as 151 were due to 
drowning (o f which 11 were by falling into wells), 106 to falls from trees, 44 to burns and scalds, 41 to snake-bites, 
24 to injuries at birth, 22 to falls of- heavy substances, 16 to falls, 13 to taking poisonous substances. Ten deaths 
were due to gunshot wounds, 6 to falling into pits, 6 to falls from heights ocher than trees, 4 to being struck by 
lightning, 4 to suffocation, 3 to explosions, 3 to being stung by wasps, and 3 to being run over by trains. fl  wo death 
were caused by wire-shoot accidents, 2 by being bitten by hikenelas (Brahmin lizards), 2 by being run over by carts, 2 
by rupture of blood vessel. One death was caused by a cheetah, 1 by a buffalo, 1 by a bull, and 1 by a crocodile. One 
death was due to being caught in the shafting of a tea factory, 1 to being run over by a motor car, and another to a 
cut.

37. H om icide.—Fifty-two deaths were due to homicide (of which 11 were in Colombo, 10 in Kurunegala, 5 
each in Kalutara and Galle, 4 in Ratnapura, 3 each in Negombo and Hambantota, 2 each in Kandy, Matara, and 
Badulla, and 1 each in Matale, Nuwara Eliya, Jaffna, Puttalam, and Anuradhapura.

38. Suicide.—Forty-eight deaths resulted from suicide, of which 21 were by hanging, 11 by drowning, 6 by 
taking poisonous substances, 5 by gunshot wounds, 3 by cuts and stabs, 1 by lying down under a train, and 1 by other 
means.

39. E xecutions.—There were twelve judicial executions registered in the Island during the quarter, 4 in 
Colombo, 6 in Kandy, and 1 each in Galle and Batticaloa.

Vis—Health ol the Estate Population.
40. The total number of births reported for registration from the estates® in the Central, Uva, and Sahara* 

gamuwa Provinces and in the Colombo and Kalutara Districts of the Western Province during the quarter amounted 
to 3,239 (9 Europeans, 10 Burghers, 84 Sinhalese, 3,095 Tamils, 32 Moors, 7 Malays, and 2 Others), and the deaths 
numbered 3,191 (56 Sinhalese, 3,117 Tamils, 12 Moors, 4 Malays, and 2 Others), corresponding tofan annual birth-rate 
of 30 6, and a death-rate of 30*1 per thousand, as against their respective averages of 23*4 and 27*0 for the period 1898— 
1906. The Kalutara District leads with the highest death-rate of 66‘6, followed by Batnapura 58’9 ; while Nuwara 
Eliya District shows the lowest death-rate (21*2), followed by Kandy (22’3). The highest birth-rate was noticeable 
in Kalutara (41-2), and the lowest in Colombo (18*2).

41. The causes of death are shown in Table XI. in the Appendix, and may be summarized as follows

Table C.
Debility ... ... 666 Malarial cachexia ... ... 92
Diarrhoea ... , ... 573 Old age ... ... 91
Dysentery ... ... 540 Phthisis ... ... 44
Pneumonia ... ... 189 Bronchitis ... ... 44
Dochmius duodenalis ... 178 Parturition ... ... 42
Infantile convulsions ... 153 Anaemia ... ... 34
Fevers ... ... 131 A ll other causes ... ... 298
General dropsy ... ... 116

42. The following Table D gives the estate population at the Census of 1901, their birth- and death-rates for 
the fourth quarters of 1907 and 1906, the third quarter of 1907, and the averages for the fourth quarters of 1898-1906.

. But the rates are calculated on the population as enumerated and distributed at the Census o f 1901J and the number 
;. and distribution o f the population at present may be different,

* By “  estate ”  is meant any land having ten or more acres in cultivation under coffee, tea, cacao, or cinchona, 
grouped together by Proclamation into a district under the Medical Wants Ordinance, No. 17 of 1830.
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60. In  the quarter under review the infant mortality, w|iich wfts 288 per 1,000 births in the whole city, rose 
as high as 369 in St. Paul’s and 393 in Maradana Hospitals, and was lowest (161) in Kollupitiya. Among the races, 
the Malays lead with the highest infant mortality, followed by the Moors and Tamils. The Malay mortality for the 
whole town was 447, and rose as high as 667 in New Bazaar and 423 in Slave Island. The Moor rate for the town in 
the quarter was 380, rising to 522 in St. Paul’s and 500 in New Bazaar. The Tamil rate for the town was 374, and is 
highest in Maradana Hospital (533), followed by Kotahena (500). The Sinhalese inf ant mortality is 246 for the whole 
city, and is highest in St. Paul’s (424). The European rate is the lowest for the city 48, and the Burgher rate 159, 
the next lowest.

61. There was one death from cholera in the town. This was of a Coast Moor, who died the day after he 
arrived in Ceylon. One death was registered in Colombo town as due to smallpox. Two deaths from the same 
cause occurred at the Infectious Diseases Hospital, Kanatta, to which the patients were removed from the town. (See 
paragraph 30 above.)

62. Phthisis, bronchitis, and pneumonia were fatal in 373 cases (against an average o f 305 in the corresponding 
quarters of the last nine years), diarrhoea and dysentery in 152 (average 267), infantile convulsions in 117 (average 
135), debility in 95 (average 113), old age in 83 (average 76), feivers in 68 (average 105), tetanus in 44 (average 55), 
diseases o f the circulatory system in 32 (average 30), worms in 3l (average 22), enteritis in 17 (average 19), dochmius 
duodenalis in 14 (average 17), paralysis in 14 (average 16), diseases of parturition in 11 (average 18), and ansemia in 6 
(average 14).

63. Thirty deaths were due to accidents, of which 6 were due to drowning, 4 to burns and scalds, 3 to falls 
o f heavy substances, and 1 to a fall.

64. Six deaths were attributed to homicide and 4 to suicide.

VIII.—Health of the Principal Towns.
65. This chapter deals with the Vital Statistics of the several towns o f the Island proclaimed under 

sections 31 to 36 of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. This information began to be separately given last quarter for the 
towns other than Colombo. Colombo has been so dealt with since the second quarter of 1887.

66. The Registrars of these towns are qualified medical men. No death occurring there is registered unless 
the cause is ascertained by the Registrar’s personal inspection of the deceased, or certified by a qualified medical man 
in attendance on the deceased ; and no dead body is buried or cremated'without registration being effected. This 
system was commenced on January 1,1893, in the town o f Colombo, under the Ordinance No. 20 of 1891, and has been 
gradually extended till it now embraces 30 towns, including the towns of Lunugala, which was brought under the 
operation o f the special provisions of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895 with effect from the beginning o f the quarter.

67. We have now complete and trustworthy information as to the mortality in the towns and its causes, and 
the figures deserve to be considered separately from the statistics of the rest of the Island, in which the registration 
is not so effective nor the causes of death certified by experts. The statistics of the towns, accordingly, began to be 
separately tabulated from July last, and have been published in the monthly reports which were then started. The 
information is gathered together for the quarter, and should be of use to all interested in the public health.

68. No information connected with Vital Statistics is o f greater value than that obtained by the registration
of the causes of death. Where it has been made accurately for a series of years, you have public documents from 
which may be derived an accurate knowledge o f the comparative prevalence o f  various diseases, the localities in 
which they prevail, the sex, age, and condition of life which they attack. Yon can compare the mortality from each 
cause in successive years, and test in some measure the effect of sanitary interference o f climatic differences and of 
other agencies by which the prevalence of diseases may be affected. It is thus an invaluable aid to the medical * 
practitioner and the sanitary reformer. *

69. Table XIV. in the Appendix shows the population at the Census of 1901, the estimated population at the 
middle of 1907, the births and deaths registered during the fourth quarter of 1907, their proportion per 1,000 of the 
population per annum, the deaths of children under one year of age, and their proportion per 1,000 registered births 
in each town.

70. P opulation . ~-The estimated population of the 30 towns is 460,948, or very nearly one-ninth of the total 
population of the Island. The population of Colombo (176,724) is nearly two-thirds o f the population of all the 
other towns taken together (284,224).

71. B irths.—The births registered in the towns during the quarter numbered 3,565— of which 1,837 were of 
males and 1,728 of females—and corresponded to an annual birth-rate per 1,000 o f 30*71 as against 26*99 during the 
previous quarter. Of the towns (excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, which have a population under 1,000), the 
highest birth-rate for the quarter was observed in Panadure (47*08), and the lowest in Nuwara Eliya (15*31). In the 
other towns the birth-rate ranged from 46*49 in Puttalam, 44*71 in Matara, 44*34 in Negombo, 42*95 in Tangalla, and 
39,F?9 in Gampola, to 20*72 in Trincomalee, 19*05 in Nawalapitiya, and 15*54 in Hatton and Dikoya. Colombo 
records a rate of 26*24, as against 22*94 during the previous quarter.

72. D eaths.—The number of deaths registered was 4,089—of which 2,267 were of males^and 1,822 of females 
—and corresponded to an annual death-rate of 30*88 per mille, as against 19*41 during the preceding quarter. 1,247 
of the total deaths, or little less than one-third, occurred in hospitals (with 28 deaths in jails), and exaggerated the 
normal mortality o f the towns.

73. M orta lity .—Corrected death-rates, as well as crude death-rates, are shown for the several towns. By a 
Corrected rate is meant the rate calculated for the population of each town on the basis that its age-and sex-constitu
tion is the same as for the Island, and also excluding from the total deaths those o f estate coolies and other persons 
who are not town residents. The corrected rate should thus furnish a more satisfactory test of the comparative 
health of the towns than the crude rate. I  am unable to give the corrected rates for Hatton and Dikoya Kalpitiya, 
and Lunugala towns, because the age- and sex-constitution o f their populations was not ascertained at the last Census. 
The population of Lunugala (as now constituted) was not enumerated at the Census o f 1901, and the figure given is 
an estimate made at the beginning o f the quarter.

74. Among the towns (excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, for the reason stated) the lowest corrected 
mortality during the quarter was recorded in Nuwara Eliya (15*90), and the highest in Gampola (72 95). In the 
other towns the death-rate ranged from 16*00 in Panadure, 17*93 in Nawalapitiya, 20*37 in Trincomalee, 21*79 in 
Matara, and 22*37 in Moratuwa, to 43*72 in Mullaittivu, 46*55 in Kurunegala, 46*99 in Tangalla, and 66*51 in Anuradha- 
pura. Colombo town shows 31*16, as against 31*83 in the previous quarter.

75. In the following Table H the birth- and death-rates for each town for the quarter are compared with the
rates for the fourth quarter o f last year and the average birth-and death-rates for the corresponding quarters o f the 
preceding nine years. *





76. The death-rates shown iu this Table are the crude rates (the corrected death-rates not being available fox 
comparison before the middle o f  1907), and are given inclusive as well as exclusive o f  hospital and jail deaths.

77. In fa n tile m o rta lity .— The infantile mortality for the 30 towns was equal to a rate o f 251 per 1,000 
registered births. In the towns having an estimated population of 5,000 or more the mortality ranged from 414 in 
Nuwara Eliya, 359 in Matale, and .311 in Puttalam, to 166 in Moratuwa, 162 in Negombo, and 122 in Matara. The 
infantile morality in the town of Colombo was 287.

78. Causes o f death .—Table XV. in the Appendix'gives for each town and race the principal causes of deaths 
registered during the quarter and shows the infantile mortality separately from the other mortality.

79. In fa n ts .— Out o f the 4,089 deaths from all causes in the 30 towns, 896 or more than one-fifth were among 
infants under one year. Of these, the chief causes were 261 convulsions (o f which 95 in Colombo, 38 in Galle, 17 in 
Kandy, and 15 in Negombo), 189 debility (of which 60 in Colombo, 28 in Jaffna, 15 in Batticaloa, 14 in Puttalam, and 
13 in Kandy), 104 prematurity (o f which 30 in Colombo, 19 in Jaffna, and 14 in Kandy), 73 tetanus (of which 36 in 
Colombo, 18 in Jaffna and 12 in Moratuwa), 61 pneumonia (of which 26 in Colombo, 8 in Negombo, and 6 each in 
Kandy and Galle), 57 bronchitis (of which 22 in Colombo and 15 in Jaffna), 57 diarrhoea (of which 27 in Colombo, 7 
each in Moratuwa and Galle, and 6 in Jaffna), and 12 dysentery (ofiwhich 3 in Matale, 2 each in Colombo, Hambantpta, 
and Anuradhapura, and 1 each in Kalufcara, Jaffna, and Trincomalee).

80. One y ea r  and over.—Out of the 3,193 deaths o f persons one year and over in age, there were 673 due to 
diarrhoea and dysentery, of which 123 were in Colombo, 49 in Kandy, 47 in Kurunegala, 44 in G-alle, 48 in Jaffna, 40 
in Badulla, 35 in Ratnapura, 33 in Matale, and 25 in Moratuwa ; 349 pneumonia, o f which 127 were in Colombo, 43 in 
Galle, 24 in Kurunegala, 15 in Negombo, 13 in Anuradhapura, 12 each in Kandy and Batticaloa, and 10 each in Mora
tuwa and Jaffna ; 295 phthisis, o f which 166 were in Colombo, 29 each in Kandy and Galle, and 10 in Jaffna ; 159 
dochmius duodenalis, of which 131 were among Tamils, almost all of whom were coolies ; 99 enteric fever, of which 
52 were in Clombo and 24 in MoratuWa ; 90 malarial cachexia, o f which 14 were in Batticaloa ; 71 simple fever, of 
which 23 were in Jaffna, 18 in Galle, and 7 inJColombo ; 66 remittent fever, of which 20 were.in Jaffna, 9 in Colombo, 
and 7 in Matara ; 60 convulsions, 6f which 2o were in Colombo ; 60 bronchitis, o f which 32 were in Colombo.

81. P ercen ta g e o f  p rin cipa l causes o f  deaths am ong a ll ages.—Of the total number o f deaths of all ages in the 
towds, diarrhoea and dysentery accounted for nearly 17 per cent., bronchitis and pneumonia 10 per cent.* phthisis 
more than 7 per cent., and various kinds o f fever nearly 6 per cent.

Registrar-General's Office, p . A rcnachalam,
Colombo, March 30.1908. Registrar-General.
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