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PART I

No. 6,261. — FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1908.

.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE .
MONTH OF AUGUST, 1908.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

. Ta1s report deals with the Vital Statistics of tho soveral towns of the Island proclaimed under sections
31 to 36 of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. The Rogistrars of these towns are qualified medical men. No death
occurring there is registered unless the cause is ascertained by the Registrar’s personal inspection of the
deceased, or certified by a qualified medical man in attendance on the deceased, and no dead body is buried
or cremated without registration being offected. This system was commenced on January 1, 1893, in the
town of Colombo, under tho Ordinance No. 20 of 1891, and has been gradually extended till it now embraces
31 towns. . ’

2. Table I. in tho Appendix shows the population at tho last dezennial Census of 1901, and the present
estimated population and the births and deaths registered during the month, their rates, and the infantile
mortality in oach town, with moan temperature and rainfall of each town.

3. Tablo III. gives similar information as regards each ward in the Colombo Municipality.

4. Tho estimated population of the 31 towns is 478,265, or moro than one-ninth of the total population
of the Island. The population of Colomb> (180,262) is a little less than two-thirds of the population of al
the other towns taken together (296,003).

Births.

. 8. The births registered in tho 31 towns during the month numbered 1,103—of which 543 were of males
and 580 of females—and corresponded to an annual birth-rate por 1,000 of 2792, as against 27-54 during tho
proceding month. Of the towns (excluding Vavuniys and Lunugala, which have a population under 1,000),
the highest birth-rate was observed in Hamb'.mtot? (50-22) and the lowest in Kegalla (9:18). In the other
towns the birth-rate ranged from 4342 in Kalpitiya; 4281 in Jaffna, 42'44 in Mannar, and 42°03 in Mullaittiva -
to 17:01 in Anuradhapura, 15'89 in Badulla, 15°37 in Gampola, 14'60 in Nawalapitiya, 13-28 in Nuwara

Eliya, and 0-56 in ‘‘ Hatton and Dikoya.”

6. The town of Colombo, where the births registered numbered 341—of which 168 were of males and
173 of females—records a birth-rate of 22-33 per mille per annum as against 20°56 in the preceding month.
The highost birth-rate was in Slavo Island (28-55) and the lowest in Pettah (1-56). In the other wards the
birth-rate ranged from 2161 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals to 5'17 in Fort and Galle Face.

Deaths,

7. The number of deaths registered in the 31 towns during the month was 1,482—of which 757 were of
males and 725 of females—and correspond to an annual death-rate of 31-23 per mille, as against 3258 during
the previous month. 494 of the total deaths or one-third occurred in hospitals (with 7 deaths in jails), and
exaggerated the normal mortelity of tho towns. -

8. Corrected death-rates as well as crude death-rates are shown. By a corrected rate is meant- the
rate calculated for the population of each town on the basis that its age- and sex-constitution is the same as
for the Island, and also excluding from the total deaths those of estate coolies and other persong who are not
town residents. The corrected rate should thus furnish a more satisfactory test of the compearative health of
the towns than the crude rate. For the wards of the city of Colombo only crude death-rates are a,va,ila,ble'

9. In the town of Badulla there wore no deaths of residents, the 32 deaths which occurred there being
of non-residents. In the other towns the death-rate ranged from 478 in Kegalla, 1614 in Weligama, 16:17 in
Hambantota, 20-47 in Galle, 20-89 in Nawalapitiya, and 21:26 in"Nuwara Eliya to 46'54 in Kurunegala,
47-27 in Trincomalee, 5323 in Anuradhapura, 7362 in Mullaittiva, and 76-42 in Puttalam.

"10. In the town of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 534—of which 279 were of males and 255 .
of females—corresponding to an annual corrected death-rate of 35'35 per 1,000 per annum as against 39-29
during the preceding month. Omitting the Fort and Galle Face Ward and the Pettah Ward, which contain
a population mainly adult male and floating, St. Sebastian shows this month the lowest crude death-rate (12-33)
and Maradana exclusive of hospitals the highest rate (30-96). In the other wards the death-rate ranged from
21-39 in St. Paul’s to 30:68 in New Bazaar.

Infantile Mortality. - .

11. The infantile mortality for the 31 towns in the month was equal to a rate of 275 per 1,000 births
registered. In the towns having an estimated population of 5,000 or more the mortality ranged from 444
each in Nuwara Eliya and Badulla, 437 in Puttalam, 409 in Kurunegals, 367 in Trincomalee, and 362 in Kandy
to 180 in Jaffna, 158 in Galle, 157 in Negombo, and 144 in Moratuwa. .
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12, The infantile mortality in the City of Colombo was 340 per 1,000 births registered. The infantils
mortality given for each ward in Table IITI. enables e comparison to be made of the health of the various wards.
The lowest mortality was observed in Kotahena (254 par 1,000) and the highest mortality was in St, Paul's
and New Bazaar (424 and 400 respeativoly) followed by Kollupitiya (380). )

Causes of Death.

13, Table IL in the Appendix gives for each town and race the prfncipal causes of deaths ragistered
during the month, and shows the infantile mortality separately from the other mortality.

" 14. Table IV, gives similar information for each ward and race of the Colombo Municipality.

jal . - 18, Injants.—Out of the 1,482 deaths from all causes in the 31 towns, 303 or & little over one-fifth
were among infants under one year. Of these, the chief causes were 88 Convulsions (of which 30 in Colomba, .
9 in Trincomalee, 8 in Galle, 6 in Negombo, 5 in Batticaloa, 4 in Weligama, and 3 in Panadure), 79 Debility
(of which 33 in Colombo, 6 each in Jeffna and Puttalem, 5 in Kurunegala, 4 in Batticaloa, and 3 each in Matale,
Mullaittivu, and Galle), 33 Premature Birth (of which 8 in Colombo, 6 each in Kalutara and Kandy, and 5 in
Moratuwa), 27 Pneumonia (of which 11 in Colombo, 8 in Kandy, and 4 in Moratuwa), 19 Tetanus (of which

8 in Jaffna end 7 in Colombo), 15 Bronchitis (of which 7 in Colombo, and 2 each in Jaffna and Nuwera Eiiya),
and 14 Diarrheea (of which 9 in Colombo and 2 in Kendy). ) .

16. In tho town of Colombo Debility accounted for the highest mortelity, and the cases were distributed
a8 follows:—13 in Maradans hospitals, 7 in Slave Island, 5 in New Bazaar, 2 each in St. Paul’s, Maradana
exclusive of hospitels, and Kollupitiye, and 1 each in St. Sebastian and Kotahens. The next hizhast morsality
(30) was from Convulsions (9 in Maradana oxclusive of hospitals, 5 each in Kotehsne and Sleve Island, 4 each
in 8%. Peul's and New Bazaar, and 3 in Kollupitiya), followed by Pnoumonia 11 (5'in Kotehsna, 3 in Maradans
oxclusive of hospitals, end 1 each in St. Paul’s, Slave Island, aud . Kollupitiya), Disrchees 9 (3 in Maradana
hospitals end 1 each in Sb. Paul's, Kotahana, New Bezaar, Maradane exclusive of hospitals, Slave Island,
end Kollupitiya), Premature Birth 8 (4 in Maradana hospiba.ls, 3 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals, and 1 in
Kotahena), Tetanus 7 (3 eachin St. Paul’s and Now Bezear and 1 in St. Sebastian), and Bronchitis 7 (2 eaéh
in Bt. Sebastian and Kotehena, énd 1 each in St. Paul's, New Bazasr, amd Slave Island). :

17, Qeneral Mortality. (One Year and over).—Qut of the 1,179 deaths of porsons one year and over
in age there were 260 due to Diarrhcea and Dysentery, of which 48 were in Colombo, 18 each in Kandy and
* Hatton end Dikoya,” 15 oach in Matele end Ratnapura, 13 in Negombo, 12 egch in Gelle and Badulls,
11 each in Kurunegala and Kegella, and 10 esch in Jafiqe and Galle ; 144 dus t6 Pneumonia, of which 59 were
in- Colombe, 11'in Moratuwe, 9 in Trincomeles, 8 in Kurunegele, 7 in Kandy, and 6 each in Kelutars and
Galle ; 93 to Phthisis, of which 60 were in Colombo, 8 in Galle, and 4 each in Kandy and Jaffns ; 66 to Enteric
Fover, of which: 52 ware in Colombo, 4 in Moratuwe, and 2 in Matale ; 52 to Dochmins Duodenalis, of which
44 were emong Tamils, almost ll of whom were coolies ; 42 to Melariel Cachexis, of which 7 wors in Matale,
6 in Ratnapure, 5 each in Kurunegale and Puttalem, and 3 each in Jafine, Mullgittivu, Gells, and Mgtara ;
35 to Remittent Fever, 6f which 7 wero in Jeffna, 6 in Batticeloa, and 3 each in Colombo, Mullsittivu, and
Gelle; 21 to Bronchitis, of which 6 were in Colombo, 4 in Kelutare, 2 cach in Jaffna, Galls, Anuradhepura,
end Bedulla ; 18 to Anemis, of which 7 wero in Nugombo, 8 in Colombo, and 2 each in Kandy end Jeffna ;
16 to Bright's Disease end Neplh-itis, of which 6 wore in Uolombo, 8 in Moretuws, and 2 eech in Gampola
and Galle'; and 6 to Simple Fover, of which 3 in Colombo, 2 in Kandy, and 1 in Negorabo, There was oro

case of Smallpox in Gallo and 1 of Bori-Bexi in tho Gerioral Hospital, Maredans, of & Chineso firsmen belonging -
to se. **Ocean Monarch.”

18. Inthotown of Colombe thn highast mortelity was from Phthisis (60), of which 27 wore in Maredana
hospitals, 11 in Maadena exclusive of hospitels, 8 in Kotahena, 4 each in New Bazaar and Kollupitiye, end
3 eech in 8t. Paul’s end Slove Islend, followed by Pneumonia (59), of which 21 were in Kotshens, 15 in
Me:zedans hospitals, 7in Meradana exclusive of hospitels, 5 in Slave Islend, 4 in New Bezear, 2 each in Pettel,
8t. Paul’s, end: Kollupitiys, end 1 in St. Sebestian; and Enterie Fevor (52), of which as many as 17 oocurred
in Meredane hospitals, 10 in Kollupitiya, 9 in Meradena exclusive of hospitels (including the 2 deaths that
occurred in the Infectious Diseascs Hospitel, Kahetta, whither the patients wers removed), 7 in New Beazat,
5 in Sleve Islend (of which 1 oceurred in the Infectious Diseases Hospital, Kanatte), 2 in St. Paul's, end 1 esch
in St. Sebastian and Kotehona.

. 19. Tho other chief caises of deaths were Dierrhcea 28 (12 in Maradena hospitals, 6 in Matadana
oxclusive of hospitals, 5 in Kollupitiye); Dysentery 20 (13 in Maredana hospitals, 4 in St. Paul’s, and 2 in
Kollupitiys) ; Bronchitis 6 (3 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals, 2 in New Bazaar, and 1 in Slave Island); and
Bright's Disease and Nephritis 6 (5 in Maradane hospitels and 1 in New Bazaer). There were no deaths
ragistered as due to Cholersa during the month in the town of Colombd, the last case having oceurred on July 16
last. :

20. Smallpox.—In the month under review 5 deaths were registered in the town of Colombo as due
to stallpox, 4 of which ocourred in the Infectious Diseases Hospital, Kansatta, and the other at Slave Island.
Of the deaths in the Infoctious Diseases Hospital, 2 were of patients from New Bazaar, 1 from Maradana,
and the other from Slave Island. In all the infection was traced to Slave Island, where the epidemic broke
out in the beginning of last month. The origin of the epidemic has not yet been traced, bus is believed to be

duo bo infection from en impoerted case. Altogether, in this month dnd the last, there have been 10 deaths
registered from this cause.

2L, Percentage of principal causes of dedth af all ages.—Of the total number of deaths &t all ages in the
towns, Dierrhoea and Dysehtery accounted for more than 18 per cent., Bronchitis and Pneumonia nestly

14 per cent., Debility, various kinds of fever, and Infantile Convulsions eech more then 7 per cent., and Phthisis
moré thait 6 per dont.

22, Of the total number of deaths at all eges in the city of Colombo, Bronchitis end Pneurmnonia
accounted for more than 15 per cent., Phthisis more than 11 per cent., various kinds of fover and Diarrhees
aud Dysentery each nearly 11 per cent., and Infantile Convulsions more than 6 per cent.

‘Registrar-General's Office,

) P. ARuNaCHALAM,
Colombo, Septeraber 14, 1908. '

Registrar-General.

.
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