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No. 6,288. —  THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 1909.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF DECEMBER, 1908.

~ • REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
T his report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 31 principal towns of the Island proclaimed under, 

sections 31 to 36 of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. The Registrars of these towns are qualified medical men. 
No death occurring there is registered unless the cause is ascertained by the Registrar’s personal inspection 
of the deceased, or certified by a qualified medical man in attendance on the, deceased, and no dead body is 
buried or cremated without registration being effected.

2. Table I. in the Appendix shows the population at the last decennial Census of 1901 and the present 
estimated population, and the births and deaths registered during the month, their rates, and the infantile 
mortality in each town, with mean temperature and rainfall of each town.

3. Table III. gives similar information as regards each ward in the Colombo Municipality.
4 . The estimated population of the. 31 towns is 476,265, or more than one-ninth of the total population 

of the Island. The population of Colombo (180;262) is a little less than two-tliirds of the population of all the 
other towns taken together (296,003).

5. This has been a specially unhealthy month. The 4th quarter which began with death-rates higher 
than any recorded in the previous 15 months (the period for which monthly statistics are available), became 
more and more unhealthy till the highest mortality (42-13 per mille or over £ in excess of the average) was 
reached^in December. Colombo showing 45'56 and Kurunegala the abnormal figure of 182'73.

1 • • . ,  Births.
6. The births registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,202—of which 614 were of 

males and 588 of females—-and corresponded to an annual birth-rate per 1,000 of 30-43, as against 33'91 
during the preceding month, 29*27 in the corresponding month of last year, and 30*29 the average for the 
fifteen months, July, 1907 (when monthly statistics wore first published), to September 1908. Of the towns, 
excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, which have a population under 1,000, the highest birth-rate .was observ
ed in Weligama (54*84 against average 23*39), and the lowest in Ratnapu'ra (7* 79 against average 34*06), 
while there were no births recorded in Kalpitiya. In the other towns the birth-rate ranged from 49*52 in 
Mannar (average 34*64), 48*.8 4  in Jaffna (average 40*84), 44*91 in Tangalla (average 34*54), and 42*05 in 
Negombo (average 45*14), to 22*96 in Ivegalla (average 29*64), 22*31 in “ Hatton and Dikoya ” (average 
10*87), 20*37 in Batticaloa (average 32*62), and 16*24 in Nuwara Eliya (average 15*62).

7. The town of Colombo, where the births registered numbered 362, of which 195 were of males and 
167 of females, records a birth-rate of 23*71 per mille per annum, as against 27* 54 in the preceding month, 
22*65 in the corresponding month of last year and 25* 19 the average for the fifteen months (July, 1907, to Sept
ember, 1908). The highest birth-rate was in New Bazaar (23* 58, average 22*68), and the lowest in Pettah (4* 68, 
average 4*92). In the other wards the birth-rate ranged from 22*88 in St. Paul’s (average 17*84) to 12*89 
in Kollupitiya (average 15* 73). The averages given for the wards are for the nine months, January to Sep
tember, 1908, as the monthly statistics for wards began to be recorded since the beginning of this period, 
though they had been previously recorded by the quarter and the year.

Deaths.
8. The number of deaths registered in the 31 towns during the month was 1,969, of which 1,059 were

of males and 910 of females, and corresponded to an annual death-rate of 42* 13 per mille, the highest recorded 
since July, 1907, when montlily statistics were first published. The rate is over one-third higher than the 
average (31*40) for the fifteen months, July, 1907, to September 1908. 639 of the total deaths or nearly
one-third occurred in hospitals (and 18 deaths in jails), and exaggerated the normal mortality of the towns.

9. Corrected death-rates as well as crude death-rates are shown. By a corrected rate is meant the 
rate calculated for the population of each town on the basis that its age- and sex- constitution is the same as 
for the Island, and also excluding from the total deaths those in hospitals of estate coolies and other persons 
who are not town residents. The corrected rate should thus furnish a more satisfactory test of the compara
tive health of the towns than the crude rate. For the wards of the town of Colombo only crude death-rates 
are available.

10. Of the towns, excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, the highest death-rate was in Kurunegala (as 
high as 182* 73 against average 45*80), and.tlie lowest in Nuwara Eliya (11*60, average 15* 96). In the other 
towns the death-rate ranged from 95* 26 in Anuradhapura (average 53* 64), 77 * 04 in Matale (average 41 * 70), 
69* 85 in Ratnapura (average 37* 99), and 59* 62 in Gampola (average 49* 47) to 29* 38 in Moratuwa (average 
20*85), 27*86 in Nawalapitiya (average 25*04), 25*67 in Batticaloa (average 33*98), 19*37 in Weligama 
(average 15*60) and 16* 15 in Mannar (average 33*22).

11. In the town of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 696, of which 370 were of ihales and;326 
ofjfemales, corresponding to an annual corrected death-rate of 45* 56 per 1,000 per annum, the highest recorded 
since monthly statistics began to be published. The rate is over 32 per cent, higher than the average (34* 37), 
for the fifteen months, July, 1907, to September, 1908. Omitting the Fort and Galle Face Wards and the 
Pettah Ward, which contain a population mainly adult and floating, Kollupitiya shows this month the lowest
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crude death-rate (27 "84, average 22'77), and New Bazaar, the highest rate (45'98, average 30'53). In the 
other wards the death-rate ranged from 32'32 in Kotahena (average 25'92) to 39'78 in St. Paul’s (average 
17-84). .

Infantile Mortality.
12. The infantile mortality for the 31 towns in the month was equal to a rate of 354 per 1,000 births 

registered, ,as against 280 in the previous month, 3Q7 in the corresponding month of last year, and 244 the 
average for the fifteen months July, 1907, to September, 1908. In the towns having an estimated population 
of 5,000 or more, the mortality ranged from 1,250 in Kurunegala (average 274), 500 in Kandy (average 243), 
469 in Colombo (average 319), and 400 in Matale (average 211), to 222 in Puttalaria (average 284), 192 in 
Moratuwa ( average 145), 152 in Weligama (average 224), 137 in Negombo (average 156), and 91 in Nuwara 
Eliya (average 360).

■ 13. ' The infantile mortality given-in Table III. for'each ward in the city of Colombo enables a compari
son to be made of the health of the various wards. The lowest mortality was observed in Slave Island (417 
per 1,000 against average 369), followed by Kotahena (424 average 342), and the highest mortality was in St. 
Paul’s (630, average 370), followed by New Bazaar (575, average 419).

Causes of Deaths.
14. Table II. in the Appendix gives for each town and race the principal causes of deatlis registered 

during the month, and shows the infantile mortality separately from the mortality for one year and over.
15. Table IV. gives similar information for each ward and raoe of the Colombo Municipality.
16. Infants.—Out of the 1,969 deaths from all causes in the 31 towns, 426 or a little less than one- 

fourth were among infants under 1 year. Of these the chief causes were 149 Convulsions (of which 53 were in 
Colombo, 16 in Galle,.14 in Kurunegala, 13 in Matara, 9 in Anuradhapura, 7 in Kandy, 5 each in Negombo, 
Kalutaia, and Jaffna);, 82 Debility (of which 22 in Colombo, 12 in Jaffna, 11 in Kurunegala, 8 in Kandy, 4 in 
Moratuwa); 50 Premature Birth (of which 12 in J'affna, 11 in Kandy, 10 in Colombo, 4 in Galle); 29 Pneumonia 
(of which 16 in Colombo, 4 in Kandy, 2 in Kurunegala); 23 Tetanus (of which 15 in Colombo, 3 in Moratuwa); 
21 Diarrhoea (of which 14 in Colombo, 2 in Jaffna); and 17 Bronchitis (of which 10 in Colombo, 5 in Jaffna).,

17. In the town of Colombo Convulsions accounted for the highest mortality, viz., 53, which were 
distributed as follows ;— 17 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals, 10 in New Bazaar, 8 in Slave Island, 7 in St. 
Paul’s, 5 in Kotahena, 3 in St. Sebastian, 2 in Kollupitiya, and 1 in the General Hospital. The next highest 
mortality (22) was from Debility (9 in St. Paul’s, 4 each in Kollupitiya and Maradana hospitals, 2 in New 
Bazaar), followed by Pneumonia 16 (6 in Kotahena, 4 in Maradana hospitals) ; Tetanus 15 (6 in New Bazaar, 
4 in St. Sebastian, 3 in St. Paul’s, 2 in Kotahena); Diarrhoea 14 (5 in Maradana hospitals, 3 in Kotahena, 
2 each in St. Paul’s and Slave Island); Premature Birth 10 (4 each in Maradana hospitals and Maradana Ward 
exclusive of hospitals); and Bronchitis 10 (5 in St. Paul’s, 2 in Kotahena).

18. General Mortality (One Year and Over).—Out of the 1,543 deaths of persons one year and over in 
age, there were 386 due to Diarrhoea and Dysentery, oiwhich96 were in Colombo, 44 in Kurunegala, 31 in Kandy, 
27 in Matale, 22 in Badulla, 20 in Matara, 17 in “ Hatton and Dikoya,” 14 in Ratnapura, 12 in Kcgalla, 10 in 
Moratuwa ; 201 due to Pneumonia, of which 69 were in Colombo, 24 in Kurunegala, 18 in Kandy, lleach in  
Negombo and Galle, 8 hi Moratuwa, 6 each in Trincomalee, Anuradhapura, and Ratnapura; 114 to Phthisis, 
of which 67 were in Colombo, 16 in Galle, 7 in Kurunegala, 6 in Moratuwa ; 63 to Remittent Fever, of which 
10 were in Jaffna, 8 each in Colombo and Anuradhapura, 5 in Puttalam; 63 to Dochmius Duodenalis, of which 
49 were among Tamils, almost all of whom were coolies ; 60 to Enteric Fever, of which 42 were in Colombo, 9 
in Moratuwa; 47 to Malarial Cachexia, of which 13 were hi Matale, 9 in Kurunegala ; 31 to Bronchitis, of which 
12 were in Colombo, 4 in Trincomalee; 22 to Bright's Disease and Nephritis,)of which 12 wore in Colombo, 4 in 
Kandy ; 17 to Smallpox, of which 13 were in Colombo, 2 in Negombo, and 1 each in Kandy and Anuradhapura ; 
and 17 to Simple Fever, of which 6 were in Jaffna, 3 each in Colombo and Kandy, 2 in Matale.

19. In the town of Colombo, the highest mortality was from Pneumonia (69), of which 16 were in 
Maradana hospitals, 12 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals, 10 each in Kotahena and New Bazaar, 8 in St. 
Paul’s, 6 in Slave Island, 3 each in Pettah and Kollupitiya, and 1 in St. Sebastian ; followed by Phthisis (66), 
of which 20 were in Maradana hospitals, 12 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals, 8 in New Bazaar, 7 each in St. 
Sebastian and St. Paul’s, 5 in Kotahena, 3 each in Slave Island and Kollupitiya, and 1 in Fort; Diarrhoea (56), 
ofVvhieh 24 wore in Maradana hospitals, 15 in Kotahena, 4 each in St. Paul’s, Slave Island, and Kollupitiya ; 
and Enteric Fever (42), of which 16 were iri Maradana hospitals, 8 in New Bazaar, 5 in Kollupitiya, 4 in Kota
hena, and 3 each in St. Sebastian, St. Paul’s, and Maradana exclusive of hospitals. Altogether in this and the 
two preceding months 360 cases of Enteric Fever were reported to the Municipal Authorities and 123 deaths 
were registered from this cause.
■ 20. In the month under review 15 deaths (as against 16 in the preceding month and 18 in the month
previous) were registered in the town of Colombo as due to Smallpox, 13 of which occurred in the Infectious 
Diseases Hospital, Kanatta (6 from Slave Island, 4 from Maradana, and 1 eaclifrom Pettah, St. Paul’s, and 
New Bazaar), and the other 2 in Maradana and Kollupitiya Wards respectively. Altogether in this and the 
two preceding'months 266 cases were reported to the Municipal Authorities and 49 deaths were registered from 
this cause.

21. In the month under review 3 deaths (as against 10 in the preceding month) were registered as due 
to Cholera, one eachin Maradana hospitals (a prisoner of the Welikada Jail), Maradana exclusive of hospitals 
(a Moor from No. 73, Piachaud’s lane), and Slave Island (a pandit attached to the 98th Infantry).

22. The other, chief causes of deaths in the Colombo town were Dysentery 40 (16 in Maradana hospitals, 
8 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals, 6 in St. Paul’s, 3 in New Bazaar); Bronchitis 12 (6 in St. Paul’s, 3 in New 
Bazaar); Dochmius Duodenalis 11 (9 in Maradana hospitals); Bright's Disease and Nephritis 11 (6 in Maradana 
hospitals) ; and Remittent Fever 8 (3 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals).

23. Percentage of principal causes of death at all ages.—Of the total number of deaths at all ages in the 
towns, Diarrhoea and Dysentery accounted for nearly 21 per cent., Bronchitis and Pneumonia more than 14 
per cent., Infantile Convulsions more than 9 per cent., Debility and various kinds of fever more than 7 per cent., 

•and Phthisis nearly 6 per eent.
24. Of the total number of deaths at all ages in the town of Colombo, Diarrhcea and Dysentery accounted 

for more than 16 per cent., Bronchitis and Pneumonia more than 15 per cent., Infantile Convulsions more than 
10 per cent., Phthisis nearly 10 per cent., various kinds of Fever more than 7 per cent., and Debility more than 
4 per cent.

Registrar-General’s Office, p. Arunachaxam,
Colombo, January 18, 1909. Registrar-General.
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