.SUPPLEMENT .

The Caglon Goveyument Gageite,

PART I

.

No. 8,297—FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1909.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
, MONTH OF JANUARY, 1909,

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

Ta1s report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 31 principal towns of the Island proclaimed under
sections 31 to 36 of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. The Registrars of these towns are qualified medical men.
No death occuring there is registered unless the cause is ascertained by the Registrar’s’ personal inspection
of the deceased, or certified by a qualified medical man in attendance on the deceased, andl no dead body is
buried or cremated without registration being effected. v

2. Table I. in the, Appendix shows the population at thelast decennial Census of 1901, and the present
estimated population and the births and deaths registered during the month, their rates, and the infantile’
mortality in each town, with mean temperature and rainfall of each town.

3. Table III. gives similar information as regards each ward in the Colombo Municipality.

4. The estimated population of the 31 towns is 484,240, or more than one-ninth of the total population
of the Island. The population of Colombo (183.872) is a little over three-fifths of the population of all the
" other towns taken together (300,368). o i

5. The death-rate for all towns this month (38'63) is a slight improvement on that of the previous
month (42°18)—the highest on record since the monthly statistics began to be collected—but is still above
the mean for that period (32°47). Theimprovement is noticeable in most of the towns, the principal exceptions

"being Negombo, Gampola, Jafina, Galle, and Batticaloa. The Kurunegala death-rate has been abnormal
since September last. From a mean-rate of 45°8 it rose suddenly in October to 6205 and with a leap in
November to 103:01, and a further bound in December to the extraordinary rate of 182-73, from which it has
now declined to 16196, which is still more than three times the average rate..

6. I give below the mean birth- and death-rates for each of the towns in the period July, 1807, to
December, 1908, and for the wards of the Colombo town in the period January to Deécember, 1908, being
the respective periods for which the monthly statistics are available.

-

Mean Birth- and Death-rates for each of the 31 towns proclaimed under sections $1-36 of
Ordiniance No. 1 of 1895, in the period July, 1907, to December, 1908.

Mean Mean corrected
Birth-rate. Death-rate.*
All Towns . .. o 3053 .. 82-47
Western Province. .
Colombo .. .. .. 25°23 .. 35-71
Negombo . .. .. 4392 .. 2866
Moratuwa .. .. .. 33-89 .. 21-59
Kalutara .. .. .. 33-75 .. 31-52
‘Panadure .. .. .. 356°97 o 2831
Central Province. : )
Kandy . . .. 30-20 .. 2858
Gampola .. .. .- 33-63 .. 5264
Nawalapitiya .. .. .. 2624 .. 24- 37
Hatton and Dikoyar .. .. 17-69 . 1161 (crude rate)t
Matale .. . .. 31-95 .. 45:96
Nuwara Eliya .. .. ca 21-39 .. 15-14
Northern Pfrovime. ’
Jaffna .. .. 42-58 . 33-78
Mannar .. .. . 34-99 .. 33'14
Mullaittiva .. .. .. 29-40 .. 49-91

Vavuniya .. .. .. 21-37 .. 8757 °

* For explanation of corrected death-rate see paragraph 1u.
1 Corrected rates not available as these are newly created registration divisions, and the age- and sex-conatitytion
of the population will not be known till the next Census. For Lunugals snd Weligama . the mean rates are baged on

the figures from October, 1907, and July, 1908, respectively, being the dates on whigh the registrition divisions were
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Mean Mean corrected
Birth-rate. Death-rate.*
Southern Province.
Galle . . .. 30-28 .. 2844
Ma.t.ara, B .. .. 3993 .. 23° 05
Weligama, . .. . 10°90 .. 19-50 (crude rate)t
Hambantota .. . .. 35°82 . 31-92
. Tangalla . . - 33-81 .. 37-98
Eastern Province.
Batticaloa . ' . 31°76 .. 33-83
Trincomalee .. e . 28:47 .. 33-96
"North-Western Province.
Kurunegala .. . . 30°34 .. 5749
Puttalam L .. .. 38'16 . 4265
- Kalpitiys A . .. 22:93 . 31'56 (crude rate)t
Chilaw | . .. . 36°52 . 33:26
North-Central Province.
Anuradhapurs .. - . 26:42 .. 5616
Province of Uva. .
Badulla . . .. 24:03 .. 22:38
Lunugala . S . 4635 . 50°16 (crude rate)t
Proviﬁce of Sabaragamuwa,
-Ratnapura, . .- o 31:60 . 37-96
Kegalla o . 29-39 o 2270

*"For explanation of corrected death-rate see paragraph L0,

1 Corrected rates not available as these are newly created registration divisions, and the age- and sex-constitution
of the population will not be known till the next Census. For Lunugala and Woligama the mean rates are based on
the figures from October, 1907, and July, 1908, respectively, being the dates on which the registration divisions were
created, | .

Mean Birth- and Death-rates for each Ward of the Colombo Town in the period January to December,

1908.
Mean Mean Crude
Birth-rate. Death-rate. -

All Wards . .. 25-54 .. 33-40
Fort and Galle Face .. . . 7-42 .. 8:79
Pegtah o L 594 .. 11-63
St. Sebastian” ..  ° .. - 22-22 . 24-31
St. Paul’s - . . 18-83 o 25017
Kotahena . . . 22-88 . 2650
New Bazaar]ig). . . .. 2266 . 33:02
Maradana Hospitals . . — —
Maradana exclusive of Hospitals .. 22-36 .. 31-67
Slave Island .. o .. 2657 . 30-29
Kollupitiya .. - .. 1592 .. 24-18

Births.

7. The births registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,401—of which 735 were of
males and 666 of females—and corresponded to an annual birth-rate per 1,000 of 3408, as against 30'43 during
the preceding month, 34'89 in the corresponding month of last year, and 3053 the average for the eighteen
months, July, 1907 (when monthly statistics were first published), to December, 1908. Of the towns (excluding
Vavuniya and Lunugala, which have a population under 1,000), the highest birth-rate was observed in Gampola
(6718, average 33° 63), and the lowest in  Hatton and Dikoya ™ (15°33, average 17-69). Inthe other totns
the birth-rate ranged from 5996 in Mannar (average 34'99), 59° 00 in Vavuniya (average 21-37), 56:61 in
Negombo (average 43°92), 56° 04 in Matara (average 39°93), and 51*59 in Chilaw (average 35-52) to 2502 in
Trincomalee (average 28'47), 2490 in Mullaittiva (average 29 40), 2280 in Nawalapitiya (average 26°24),
21- 37 in Kelpitiya (average 22+ 93), and 17:98 in Nuwara Eliya (average 21-39).

8, The town of Colombo, where the births registered numbered 422—of which 212 were of males and
210 of fernales—records a birth-rate of 27 02, asagainst 23 71 in the preceding month, 29 87 in the corresponding
month of last year and 25'23 the average for the eighteen months (July 1907, to December, 1908). The
highést birth-rate was in Slave Island (30°77, average 26°57), and the lowest in Pettah (9°34, average 5-94),
In the other wards the birth-rate ranged from 28'27 in New Bazaar (average 22'66) to 10-07 in Kollupitiya

« (average 15°92), ’

Deaths.

9. The number of deaths registered in the 31 towns during the month was 1,878--of which 1,030 were
of males and 839 of females -and corresponded to an annual death-rate of 38-63 per mille, as against 42+13
during the preceding month, 32* 95 in the corresponding month of last year and 32° 47 the average for eightesn
months, July, 1907, to December 1808. 618 of the total deaths or almost one-third occurred in hospitals
( and 14 deaths in jails), and exaggerated the normal mortality of the towns.
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10. Corrected death-rates as well as crude death-rates are shown. By a correctéd rate is meantjthe
rate caleulated for the population of each town on the basis that its age- and sex-constitution is the same as
for the Island, and also excluding from the total deaths those in hospitals of estate coolies and other persons’
who are not town residents. The corrested rate should thus furnish a more satisfactory test of the compara-
tive health of the towns than the crude rate. For the wards of the town of Colombo only crude death-rates
are available.

11. Of the towns, excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, the highest death-rate was in Kurunegals (as
high as 161-96, against average 57 49), and the lowest in Nuwara Eliyaj(5° 44, average 15:14). In the other
towns the death-rate ranged from 96- 81 in Anuradhapura (average 56°16), 7895 in Gampola (average 52° 64),
70:94 in Vavuniya (average 87'5:), 60'72 in Ratnapura (average 37:96), and 57:65 in Panadure (average 28:31)
to 28°91 in Chilaw (average 33°26), 27- 95 in Hambantota (average 31-92), 27- 59 in Kalutara (average 31°52),
27-19 in Nawalapitiya (average 24-37), 24'80 in Badulla (average 22°36), and 22°67 in Moratuwa (average
21-59).

12. In the town of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 650, of which 350 were of males and 300
of females, corresponding to an annual corrected death-rate of 4161 per 1,000 per. annum, as against 45°56
during the preceding month, 31-13 in the corresponding month of last year, and 35 71 the average for the
eighteen months July, 1907, to December, 1908. The city was thus a little healthier then in the preceding
month, but still much unhealthier than usual. Omitting the Fort and Galle Face Ward and the Pettah Ward,
which contain a population mainly adult and floating, Kollupitiya shows this month the lowest crude death-
rate (14°46, average 24 15), and New Bazaar, the highest rate (4270, average 33-02). 1In the other wards the
death-rate ranged from 19'79 in St. Sebastian (average 24-31) to 39-51 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals
(average 31'67).

Infantile Mortality.

13. The infantile mortality of the 31 towns was equal to a rate of 285 per 1,000 births registered, as
against 354 in the previous month, 242 in the corresponding month of last year, and 264, the average for the
eighteen months July, 1907, to December, 1908. In the towns having an estimated population of 5,000 or
more, the mortality ranged from the enormous rate of 1,233 in Kurunegala (average 347), 643 in Anuradhapura
(average 395), 466 in Puttalam (average 275), 367 in Colombo (average 336), and 357 in Jafina (average 246)
to 203 in Matara (average 138), 192 in Batticaloa (average 338). 177 in Kalutara (average 171), 89 in Moratuwa
(average 152), and 77 in Nuwara Eliya (average 334).

14. The infantile mortality given in Table IIL for each ward in the City of Colombo enables & compari-
son to be made of the health of the various wards. The lowest mortality was observed in St. Sebastian (261
per 1,000 against average 339), followed by Slave Island (264, average 361), and the highest mortality was in
Pettah (833, average 465), followed by Kotahena (487, average 351), and New Bazaar (469, average 459).

N 3

-Causes of Deaths.

15. Table II, in the Appendix gives for each town and race the principal causes of deaths registered
t\ring the month, and shows the infantile mortality separately from the mortality for one year and over.

\ 16. Table IV. gives similar information for each ward and race of the Colombo Municipality.

17, Infants.—Qut of the 1,878 deaths from all causes in the 31 towns, 400 or a little less than one:fourth
weé among infants under one year. Of these, the chief causes were 131 Convulsions (of which 46 were in
Combo, 15 in Galle, 12 in Kurunegala, 9 each in Negombo and Anuradhapura, 8 in Matara) ; 75 Debility
(ofthich 23 in Colombo, 11{in Jaffne, § in Puttalam, 4 in Kurunegala) ; 40 Premature Birth (of which 12in
quhbo, 6 in Jaffna, 4 eachjin Negombo, Moratuwa, and Matara) ; 26 Pneumonia (of which 16 in Colombo,
¢ iKurunegala, 2 in Moratuwa) ; 25 Bronchitis (of which 10 each in Colombo and Jaffna); 20 Diarrhea (of
whic 5 each in Colombo and Galle, 4 in Jaffna) ; and 20 Tetanus (of which 15 in Golombo and 5 in Jaffna).

.18. In the town of Colombo Convulsions accounted for the highest mortality, viz., 46, which were
distriited as follows :—13 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals, 9 in Kotahena, 7 in New Bazaar, 6 in Slave
Islancs in §t. Paul's, 8 in Kollupitiya, 2 in St. Sebastian, and 1 in Maradana hospitals. The next highest
mortay (23) was from Debility (5 in Pettah, 4 in New Bazaar, 3 each in Maradana hospitals and Maradana
exclust of hospitals), followed by Pneumonia 16 (5 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals, 4 each in Kotahena
and Medana hospitals) ; Tetanus 15 (6 in St. Paul's, 4 each in Kotahena and New Bazaar) ; and Bronchitis
10 (5 imew Bazaar).

. 1 General Mortality (One Y ear and ver).—Out of the 1,478 deaths of persons one year and over in

- age, theyere 361 due to Diarrhea and Dysentery, of which 83 were in Colombo, 43 in Kandy, 36 in Kurune-
gala, 30 Matale, 18 in  Hatton and Dikoya,” 17 in Ratnapura, 15 in Kegalla, 13 in Badulla, 12 in Matars,
11 in Moywa : 143 due to Pneumonia, of which 62 were in Colombo, 10 in Kurunegala, 8 each in Negombo
and Galle jn Moratuwa ; 122 due to Phthssis, of which 69 were in Colomho, 14 in Galle, 8 each in Kandy and
Kurunege 74 to Dochmius Duodenalis, of whiéh 49 were among Tamils, almost all of whom were coolies :
68 to Ente Fever, of which 50 were in Colombo, 8 in Moratuwa; 62 to Remstiant Fever, of which 13 were n;
Jafing, 8 &, in Batticaloa and Kurunegala, 6 in Galle ; 52 to Malarial Cachexia, of which 13 were in Matale
12 in Kurusala, 5 in Jaffna ; 27 to Bronchitis, of whichi10 were in Colombo, 4 in Jaffna, 3 in Kalutars : 22 té
Simple Fev of which 8 were in Kandy, 4 in Jaffna, 3 in Trincomalee ; 19 to Bright's Disease and N eg;hritis
;i WI:ICh Ylere in Colombo ; and 11 to Smallpoz, of which 7 were in Colombo, 3 in Negombo and 1 in

oratuwa.

20 she town of Colombo, the hghest mortality wasfrom Phthisis (69), of which 21 were in Maradana
exclusive of pitals, 10 each in Kotahena and Maradana hospitals, 9 in New Bezaar, 7 each in St. Paul’s and
Slave Islandjllowed by Prewmonia 62 (15 each in Kotahena and Maradana hospitals,- 10 in Maradans
exclusive of bitals, 8 in New Bazaar); Dysentery 47 (24 in Maradana hospitals, 6 in Mar;,dana exclusive of

. hospitals) ; I}hm 36 (18 in Maradana hospitals, 9 in Kotahena); and Enterie Fever (50), of which 25 were in )
Maradana heblg, 8 in Maradans exclusive of hospitals, 5 in Kotahens, 4 in Slave Isla,x,ld 3 in Kollupitiya
il%a,ch in Sfi_- Si:tian and St. Paul’s, ::ind 1 i}ilNew Bazaar.  Altogether in this and the two ’preceding nll)on%’hs:
cases of el¢ fever were reported to the Municipal A iti i i
415 \ - P pal Authorities, and 87 de_afs_hs were registered from this

\

\

\
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21, In the month under review 8 deaths (as.against, 3 in the preceding month and 17 in the month
prevmus) were regnstered in the town of Colombo as due to Smallpo, all of which occurred in the Infectious

Diseases Hospital, Kanatta (3 from Maradana exclusive of hospitals, 2 each from St. Paul’s and New Bazaar,

and 1 from Pettah). Altogether in this and the two preceding months 164 cases were reported to the
Municipal authorities, and 40 deaths were registered from this cause.

22.  There were no deaths registered from Cholera. The epidemic which commenced about the middle

of November last ceased about the end of the following month, having caused 14 deaths, 7 of which occurred
in the Welikads jadl.

W

23. The other chief causes of -death in the town of Colombo were Bright's Disease and Nephmtw 11
(6 in New Bazaar, 2 each in St. Paul's and Maradana hospitals, and 1 in Slave Island); Dochmius Duodenalis

10 (9 in Maradana hospitals); Bronchitis 10 (5 in Kotahena, 2 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals, and 1 each
in St. Paul's, New Bazaar, and Maradana hospitals).

24. Percentage of Principal Causes of Death at all Ages.—Of the total number of deaths at all agesin the
towns, Diarrhcea and Dysentery accounted for nearly 21 per cent., Bronchitis and Pneumonia nearly 12 per

cent. , various kinds of Fever nearly 9 per cent., Infantile Convulsxons more than 8 per cent., Debility more than
7.per cent., and Phthisis more than 6 per cent.

25. Of the total number of deaths at all ages in the town of Colombo, Bronchitis and Pneumonia
accounted for more than, 15 per cent., Diarrheea and Dysentery 14 per cent., Phthisis nearly 11 per cent..
Infantile Convulsxons anid various kinds of Fever tach nearly 9 per cent., and Deblhty nearly 5 per cent.

Reglstrar-General ] Oﬁice,

P. ARUNACHALAM,
Colombo, February 18, 1909.

Registrar-General.
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1909, in each Ward and Race of the Colombo Municipality-—contd.

Table IV.—Causes of Deaths registered during the Month of January,
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included 34 deaths from Old Age, 19 from Worms, 12 from Enteritis, 5 each from Paralysis and Py=mia, and 4 from General Dropsy.
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