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-VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 1909.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

Tris report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 31 principal towns of the Island proclaimed under
sections 31 to 36 of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895, The Registrars-of these towns are qualified medical men.,
No death occwrring there is registered unless the cause is ascertained by the Registrar’s personal inspection
of the deceased, or certified by a qualified medical men in attendance on the deceased, and no dead body is
buried or cremated without registration being effected.

: 2." Table I. in the Appendix shows the population at the last decennial Census of 1901, and the present’

ostimated population and the births and deaths registered during the month, their rates, and the infentile
mortality in each town together with the average birth- and death-rates and infantile mortality from July, 1907,
to Decomber, 1908, and the mean temperature and rainfall of each town observed in the month.

3. Table III. gives similar information as regards each ward in the Colombo, Municipality, the mean
rates shown here are for January-December, 1908, that being the period for which monthly stgtistics are
available for the wards, . '

4. The estimated population of the 31 towns is 484,240, or more than one-ninth of the total populatici¥
of the Island. The population of Colombo (183,872) is & little over three-fifths of the population of all the
other towns taken together (300,368).

5. The death-rate for all towns this month (85'87) is an improvement on the previous month (38:63, the
the second highest rate recorded since the monthly statistics began to be collected in July, 1907), but is still
above the mean rate (32-47) for the 18 months July, 1907, to December, 1908. The improvement is noticeable
in fourteen out of the thirty-one towns, the principal exceptions being Anuradhapurs, Mullaittivu, Kuru-
negala, Kalutara, Gampola, Badulla, Matara, and Matale. The Kurunegala death-rate (97:91) is however
very satisfactory compared with the previous month’s rgte (161:96). The death-rate has been. abnormal since
September last when it was 47°96. It than began to mount with leaps and bounds to a maximum of 18273 in .
December and has now begun to decline. The death-rate of Anuradhapura has also been abnormal since
November last. From a mean rate of 53°64 it declined to 50-43 in October and gradually rising to 60'63 in
November suddenly mounted to 9526 in December increasing to 9681 in January and as high as 119°11 in

the month under xjeview’. The Mullaittivu rate is 100'63 and is more than double the mean rate and the rate
during the preceding month. :

—_—

Births,

6. The births registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,203—of which 841 were of males
and 562 of females—and corresponded to an annual birth-rate per 1,000 of 32'38, as against 34406 during the
preceding month, 32'53 in the corresponding month of last year, and 30-53 the average for the 18 months, July,
1907 (when monthly_ statistics were first published) to December, 1908. Of the towns (excluding Vavuniya
which has a population under 1,000), the highest birth-rate was observed in Mannar (639 average 3499),
and the lowest in Kegalla (10°01 average 29-39), while there were no births recorded in Kalpitiya and Lunugala.
In the other towns the birth-rate ranged from 55°15 in Mullaittivu (average 29'40), 55°08 in Negombg,_ (average
43'92), 5427 in Chilaw (average 35'52), 5370 in Badulla (average 24'03), and 50'81 in Moratuwa (average 33'75)
to 2376 in “ Hatton and Dikoye ' (average 17°69), 23'25 in Anuradhapura (average 26'42), 22:94 in Matale
(average 31'95), 1379 in Nuwara Eliya (average 21'39), and 1262 in Nawalapitiya (average 26:24).

: 7. The town pf Colombo, where the births registe-ed numbere 1 355, of which 180 were of males and 175 of
females, records & birth-rate of 25'17, as against 27-02 in the preceding month, 27 /2 in the cortespanding
month of last year, and 25-23 the average for the 18 months (July, 1907, to December, 1908).. The highest
birth-rate was in $t. Sebastian (29-21, average 22-22) and the lowest in Pettah (5°17, a."rerage 5'94). In theother
: wa,r?d)s, the birth-rate ranged from 24:91 in New Bazaar (average 22:66) to 5:70 in Fort and Galle Face | a,vefage
7°42). .

Deaths. - e

8. The number of deaths registered in the 31 towns during the month was 1,587, of \Wh‘i'ch 894 were of
meles and 693 of females, and corresponded to an annual death-rate of 35'87 per mille, as agaifist 38:63 during
the preceding month, 32-74 in the corresponding month of last year, and 32:47 the average for the 18 months,
July, 1907, to December, 1908. 531 of the total deaths or almost one-third occurred in hospitals (and 7 deaths
in ails), and exaggerated the normal mortality of the towns. ’ k *

9. Corrected death-rates as well as crude death-rates are shown. By a corrgeted rate is meant the
vate celculated for the population of each town on the basis that its age- and sex-constitution is fhe same as
for the Island, and also excluding from the total deaths those in hospitals of estate coolieszand other persons
~ who are not town residents. The corrected rate should thus furnish a more satisfactory %"eét' of the compara-

tive health of the towns than the crude rate. For the wards of the town of Colombo only crude death-rates
are available. : . o .

©10.  Of the towns, excluding Vavuniya, the highest death-rate was in Anuradhapura (es high as 11911,
against average 56:16) and the lowest in Nuwara Eliya (21, average 15:14), while in the town of Lunugala there
were no deaths of residents, the 13 deaths which occurred there being of non-residents. In the other towns
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the death-rate ranged from 100-63 in Mullaittivu (average 49:91), 97-91 in Kurunegala (average 57-49), 6993
in Gampols (average 52'64), and 60°13 in Matale (average 4596) to 25:80 in Moratuwa (average 21-59), 23-39
in Ratnapura (average 3796), 22:568 in Nawalapitiya (average 24-37), 1915 in Panadure (average 28-31), and
15'46 in Tangalla (average 37:06). ‘

11. In the town of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 553, of which 313 were of males and 240 of
females, corresponding to an annual corrected death-rate of 36:85 per 1,000 per annum, as against 41+61 during
the preceding month, 35:45 in the corresponding month of last year, and 3571 the average for the 18 months
July, 1907, to December, 1908. The city was thus a little healthier than in the preceding month, but not
healthier than ususl, Omitting the Fort and Galle Face Ward and the Pettah Ward, which contain & population
meinly adult and floating, Kollupitiya shows this month the lowest crude death-rate (19'32 average 24°16), and
New Bazaar the highest rate (37-69 average 33:02). In the other wards the death-rate ranged from 2250 in
Slave Island (average 30-29) to 35-30 in St. Sebastian (average 24:31).

Infantile Mortality. .

12. The infantile mortality of the 31 towns was equal to & rate of 253 per 1,000 births registered, as
against 285 in the previous month, 266 in the corresponding month of last year, and 254 the average for the
18 months July, 1907, to December, 1808. In the towns having an estimated population of 5,000 or more, the
mortality ranged from the enormous rate of 1,000 in Anuradhapurs (average 395), 847 in Kurunegala (average
347), 381 in Trincomalee (average 268), 363 in Jaffna (average 246), 300 in Matale (average 241), and 296 in
Colombo (average 336) to 190 in Kandy (average 210), 184 in Negombo '(average 164), 185 in Galle (average
204), 134 in Moratuwa (average 152), and 100 in Weligama (average 155).

13. The infantile mortality given in Table IIL. for sach ward in the city of Colombo enables a comparison
to be made of [the health of the various wards, The lowest mortality was in Slave Island (172 per 1,000,
average 361), followed by Kotahena (248, average 351), and the highest mortality was in St. Paul's (531,
average 417), followed by New Bazaar (385, average 459).

Causes of Deaths.

14. Table IL in the Appendix gives for each toym and race the principal causes of deaths registered
during the month, and shows the infantile mortality separately from the mortality for one year and over.

15. Table IV. gives similar information for each ward and race of the Colombo Municipality.

16. Infants.—Out of the 1,587 deaths from all causes in the 31 towns, 304 or a little less than one-fifth
were among infants under one year. Of these, the chief causes weie 91 Conwulsions (of which 23 were in
Colombo, 11 in Matara, 9 in Negombo, 7 each in Galle, Trincomalee, and Anuradhapura) ; 47 Debility (of which
15 in Colombo, 9 in Jaffna, § in Kurunegala) ; 40 Premature birth (of which 9 in Jaffna, 7 in Kandy, 5 eachin
Colombo and Negombo, 4 in Kalutara) ; 24 Pneumonia (of which 18 in Colombo, 2 each in Kandy and Galle) ;
16 Tetanus (of which 9 in Colombo, 4 in Jaffna, and 2 in Moratuwa); 14 Bronchitis (of which 8 in Colombo, 3

in Jaffna) ; and 10 Diarrheea (of which 3 in Jaffna, 2 in Moratuwa).

17. In the town of Colombo also Convulsions accounted for the highest mortality, viz., 23, which were
distributed as follows :—Six each from St. Paul’s and Kotahena, 4 from Maradana exclusive of hospitals, 3 from
Kollupitiya, and 2 each from'St. Sebastian and New Bazaar. The next highest mortality (16) was from
Preumonta (5 in Kotshena, 4 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals, 3 in New Bazaar), followed by Debtlity 15
{4 in St. Paul's, 3 in Maradana hospitals), Tetanus 9 (4 in New Bazaar, 3 in St. Paul's); and Bronchitis 8
(3 in New Bazaar). .

18. - General Mortality (one year and over).—Oub of the 1,283 deaths of persons one year and over in age,
there were 283 due to Diarrheaa and Dysentery, of which 66 were in Colombo, 31 in Kurunegala, 22 in Negombo,
17 in Badulla, 16 in Kandy, 14 in “ Hatton and Dikoya,” 18 in Matara, and 11 each in Moratuwa, Jaffna,
Galle, Ratnapura, and Kegalla ; 173 due to Preumonia, of which 70 were in Colombo, 14 in Kurunegala, 8 in
Kalutars, and 7 each in Moratuwa, Kandy, and Trincomalee ;» 112 due to Phthisis, of which 62 were in
Colombo, 9 in Galle, 6 in Anuradhapura ; 54 to Malarial Cachexia, of which 12 each were in Matale and Kuru-
negala, 7 in Puttalam, 6 in Batticalos ; 52 to Dochmius Duodenalis, of which 44 were among Tamils, almost all of
whom, were coolies ; 47 to Enieric Fever, of which 28 were in Colombo, b in Moratuwa, ; 30 to Remittent Fever,
of which 7 were in Batticaloa, 5 cach in Colombo and Jaffna ; 28 to Bright's Disease and Nephritis of which
15 were in Colomhbo ; 25 to Simple Fever, of which 10 were in Anuradhapura, 5 in Jaffna ; 12 to Bronchitis, of
which 6 were in Colombo ; and 7 to Smallpoz in Colombe.

19. In the town of Colombo the highest mortality was for Preumonia (70), of which 24 were in Maradana
hogpitals, 11 in Kotehena, 3-in St. Paul's ; followed by Phthisis 62 (14 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals, 8
each in St. Sebastian, §t. Paul’s, and Maradana hospitals) ; Dysentery 39 (24 in Maradana hospitals, 5 in New
Bazaar) ; Diarrhea 27 (8 in Kotahena and 4 each in Maradana hospitals and Slave Island); end Enteric Fever
28 (10 in Maradana hospitals, 4 in Kotahena, 3 each in 8t. Paul’s, New Bazaar, Maradana exclusive of hospitals,
and Slave Tsland, and 1 each in 8t. Sebastian and Kollupitiya). Altogether in this and the two preceding
mnths over 390 cases of enteric fever were reported to the Municipal Authorities, and 120 deaths were registered
from this cause.

90. In the month under review 7 deaths (as against 8 in the preceding month and 3 in the month
previous) were registered in the town of Colombo as due to Smallpoz, all of which oceurred in the Infectious
Diseases Hospital, Kanatta (5 from Maradana exclusive of- hospitals and 2 from Kotahena). Altogether in
this and the two prededing months over 126 cases were reported to the Municipal authorities and 30 deaths
were Yogistered from this cause. -

oL The other chief eauses of death in the town of Colombo were Bright's Disease and Nephritis 15
(7 in Maredans hospitals) ; Dochmius Duodenalis 9 (ell in Maradana hospitels) ; and Bronchitis 6 (2 each in
St. Paul's and Kotahena, and 1 each in Maradana exclusive of hospitals and Slave Island.

22.  Percentage of Principal Causes of Death at all Ages.—Of the total number of deaths at all ages in the
towns, Diatrhcea and Dysentery accounted for nearly 19 per cent., Bronchitis and Pneumonia more than 14 per
cent., Phthisis more than 7 per cent., Infantile Convulsions nearly 7 per cent., various kinds of fever more than
6 per cent., and Debility almost 6 per cent.

23, Of the total number of deaths at all agesin the town of Colombo, Bronchitis and Pneumonia
&cc@ntek(} for 18 per cent., Diarrheea and Dysentery more than 12 per cent., Phthisis more than 11 per cent.,
various kinds of fever nearly 8 per cent., Tnfantile Convulsions and Debility each more than 5 per cents

Regltrar-General's Offico, ‘ ' P. ARUNACHALAM
. . ,
Colombo, March 13, 1909, A ' Registrar-General.
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o the Month of February, 1909, in each Waid and Race of the Colombo Municipalivy —contd.

Table TV.—Causes of Deaths registered during

19 from Enteritis, 14 from Debility, 10 oach fromn General Dropsy and Worms and 9 from Dochmius Duodenalis,
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+ Here are included 32 deaths from Old Age,

H. M. RICHARDS, ACTING GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.



