


m .—Births and Deaths.
11. Births.—The births registered during the quarter numbered .41,843 (44 Europeans, 210 

Burghers, 29,386 Sinhalese, 9,564 Tamils, 2,430 Moors, 124 Malays, and 85 Others), and were in the 
proportion of 43' 4 per 1,000 persons living, as against 38' 1 in the previous quarter and 40' 8 the average 
of the corresponding quarters in the period 1898-1907.

Table VTII. gives the births of the quarter according to race and sex for each Province and 
district of the Island.

12. Deaths.—The number of deaths registered during the quarter amounted to 33,613 (36 
Europeans, 198 Burghers, 22,340 Sinhalese, 8,797 Tamils, 2,000 Moors, 121 Malays, and 121 Others), 
and was equal to an annual rate of 34'9 per 1,000 persons living, as against the average 29 '0  for the 
fourth quarters in the period 1898-1907 and 28'1 the rate in the preceding quarter. Table IX . gives 
the deaths according to race in each month of the year for each Province and district in the Island.

13. The births and deaths and their rates are compared in Tables I. and II. in the Appendix 
for each Province and district, with the results obtained in the previous quarter, the corresponding 
quarter of the previous year, and the average rates for the fourth quarters of 1898-1907, and are 
summarized for the whole Island in the following Table A :—
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Table A.

Average for ten previous 
quarters in 1898-1907 

Fourth quarter, 1907 
Third quarter, 1908 
Fourth quarter, 1908

Births. Deaths.
fourth

. .  37,490 . .  26,666

.. 35,877 . .  26,092

.. 36,628 .. 27,023

..  41,843 . .  33,613

Per Mille per Annum. 
Birth-rate. Death-rate.

. 40-8 . .  29-0

. 37-5 . .  27-3

. 38-1 . .  28-1

. 43-4 . .  34-9

14. The birth-rate thus shows an improvement on the average, and the death-rate a deterioration. 
The improvement in the birth-rate has been shared by all the districts of the Island, except Negombo, 
Mullaittivu, Batticaloa, Galle, Mannar, Matara, Hambantota, and Puttalam. The deterioration in 
the death-rate has been shared by every district, except Jaffn^, Mannar, and Batticaloa (vide Table II. 
in the Appendix).

15. Sex.—Of the total number of births (41,843), 21,461 were of males and 20,382 were of females, 
*.e., 1,053 males to 1,000 females. Of the total number of deaths (33,613), 16,924 were of males and 
16,689 were of females. Out of equal numbers living of each sex there died 893 males to 1,000 females.

16. Infantile mortality.—The deaths of infants under one year of age numbered 9,049, and were 
in the proportion of 216 to 1,000 registered births. The rate of infantile mortality varied in different 
districts from 423 (for Tamils) in Mannar, 397 (for Sinhalese) in Batticaloa, 395 (for Tamils) in Puttalam, 
386 (for Sinhalese) in Matale, 377 (for Sinhalese) in Kurunegala, 369 (for Tamils) in Mullaittivu, 354 
(for Sinhalese) in Anuradhapura, and 348 (for Moors) in Puttalam, to 173 (for Moors) in Batticaloa, 170 
(for Tamils) in Jaffna, 167 (for Sinhalese) in Colombo, 151 (for Sinhalese) in Galle, 146 (for Sinhalese) in 
Negombo, 129 (for Sinhalese) in Matara, 122 (for Sinhalese) in Kalutara, and 121 (for Sinhalese) in 
Chilaw.

IV.—State of Public Health.
17. The general health of the population during the quarter was worse than usual, the death- 

rate rising to 34' 9 from 28 • 1 in the previous quarter and 29' 0 the average for the fourth quarters in the 
period 1898-1907. The deterioration from the previous quarter was noticeable in every Province, and 
from the average in every Province, except the Northern and Eastern.

18. The healthiest Province during the quarter was the Northern, with a death-rate for all races 
of 25-4. The Western, usually the healthiest, follows with a death-rate of 28'6. The unhealthiest 
Province was as usual the Province of Uva, with a death-rate of 47'2. The healthiest district for all 
races was Chilaw, with a death-rate of 20'0, followed by Negombo, with a death-rate of 20'6  ; and the 
unhealthiest was Matale, with a death-rate of 71-0, followed by Kurunegala with 55* 7.

,19. Tables III., IV., and V. in the Appendix show the number of births and deaths registered 
in the several Provinces and districts of the Island and in the revenue subdivisions of those districts for 
the quarter under review, and the average for the corresponding quarters in the period 1898-1906. The 
birth-rates and death-rates for all ages and for infants in the several Provinces and districts of the Island 
are shown for the Sinhalese only in the districts which are mainly inhabited by the Sinhalese, and for the 
Tamils only where Tamils form the bulk of the population. In the Puttalam and the Batticaloa Districts, 
which contain a resident population comprised of Sinhalese, Tamils, and Moors, the rates are given for 
each of these races.

20. Western Province.—The Sinhalese inhabitants of this Province, who on the first day of the 
quarter were estimated to number 854,519, or a little less than a third of the entire Sinhalese population 
of the Island, experienced worse health than usual, their death-rate (25-0) rising by 4* 2 over the average 
(20-8). It was not so healthy as the Northern Province, but was healthier than any other Province. 
The Sinhalese infantile mortality of the Province, viz., 150 per 1,000 births registered, was the lowest of 
any Province in the Island. All the three districts show higher death-rates than usual, the increase 
being greatest in Colombo (from 21 ■ 0 to 27' 0) and least in Negombo (from 18- 0 to 18- 9). This is the 
healthiest district in the Province, and the second healthiest in the Island, coming next after Chilaw.



Hie death-rate of Kalutara was 24'9, against an average of 22' 2. Its infantile mortality (122 per 1,000 
births registered) wasjjthe lowest in|the Province, and the second lowest in the Island, Chilaw leading 
yithl21, Matara taking the third place with 129, and Negombo the fourth place with 146. The birth
rate of the Province (37' 9) was also a slight deterioration from the average (38' 7), all the three districts 
sharing in tjie deterioration. The highest birth-rate was in Negombo (40' 7).

21. Central Province.— The Sinhalese inhabitants of this Province, who on the first day of the 
, . quarter numbered a little over >326,000, experienced worse health than usual, their death-rate rising to

46*6 from the average (32'1). This deterioration was most marked in Matale (71-4 from an average 
/mortality of 37'9) and less so in Kandy (40'0 from an average of 30'6). Nuwara Eliya, on the other 
. Jjand, shows an improvement (29'0 from average 30' 4), and was the healthiest district in the Province, 
Matale being as usual the unhealthiest. The birth-rate of the Province (49'5) was about the average 

‘ f49' 8). Matale alone shows an enhanced birth-rate (56' 9 against 52' 3), the highest recorded in the 
. Province.
if'

22. Northern Province.—The health of the Tamil inhabitants of the Province, who form the bulk of 
■ Ijlie population, and were estimated to number 347,000 on the first day of the quarter, was better than

usual, their death-rate for the quarter (25 ■ 0) declining by 3 ■ 9 from the average (28'9). The improvement 
was in Jaffna (which contains the bulk of the Tamil population, 319,701) from 28'0  to 24 '2 , and in 
M»nnar 34'3 to 31 • 1, while Mullaittivu deteriorated from 42'4 to 43'2 , and was as usual the unhealthiest 
district in the Province. The infantile mortality of the district of Mannar was 423, or more than double 
that of Jaffna (170), and the highest in the Island. The birth-rate of the Province (42' 3) was better than 
the average (37'6). The improvement was confined to the Jaffna District, which records a birth-rate of 
43'3, against 28'8 in Mannar and 34'0 in Mullaittivu.

23. Southern Province.—The health of the Sinhalese inhabitants of the Province, who numbered 
. nearly 598,000 on the first day of the quarter, was unsatisfactory, the death-rate for the quarter rising to

39'1 from the average (27'3). The deterioration was shared by every district in the Province. It was

t/eatest in the Hambantota District (36'3 from average 29'2) and least in the Matara District (28 • 3 
om average 27'1). The infantile mortality of Matara District (129 per 1,000 births registered) was the 

third lowest in the Island. The birth-rate of the Province (44-0) was also worse than usual (47'1), a 
deterioration noticeable in each of its three districts. The highest birth-rate was in Matara (46-0) and 

, > the lowest in Hambantota (40 • 4).

24. Eastern Province.—This Province, which at the beginning of the quarter was estimated to 
contain a population of 102,399 Tamils (of whom 84,931 were in the Batticaloa District and 17,468 in 
the Trincomalee District), 69,646 Moors, and 8,922 Sinhalese, presented death-rates of 33'9, 23T, and 
30-3 respectively, for the Tamils, Moors, and Sinhalese, against their respective averages of 32-0, 27'6 , 
and 36'5 for the corresponding quarters of the period 1898-1907. The Tamils, who constitute the 
majority of the population, experienced rather worse health, and the Moors and Sinhalese better health 
than usual, and the Tamils were even worse off this quarter than the Sinhalese, which is unusual. The 
birth-rate of all three sections of the population showed a deterioration, viz., Tamils 43 • 9 (from average 
45'4), Moors 50'7 (average 50'9), and Sinhalese 36'1 (average 40'0). The decline in the Tamil birth
rate is confined to the Batticaloa District, where the birth-rate fell by 4 '8  from the average (48 • 6), while 
in the Trincomalee District (which has about one-fifth of the population of Batticaloa) it rose to 44'4  
from the average (40'8). The highest birth-rate in the Province (50'7) and the lowest death-rate (23'1) 
were among the Moors.

25. N orth-W estern Province.—The Sinhalese, who form the bulk of the population of the Province 
and were estimated to number 332,378 persons on the first day of the quarter, experienced worse health 
than usual, their death-rate rising to 45 • 6 from the average (29 * 5) for the corresponding quarters of the 
last ten years. In Kurunegala District (which contains the bulk of the population, close on 250,000) 
the death-rate rose from 32'4 as high as 54'0 , which was only exceeded by Matale, and in Puttalam 
(which contains scarcely 12,000) from 33 ■ 0 to 34 • 4. On the other hand, Chilaw District (which contains 
over 71,000 Sinhalese) was the healthiest district in the Island, with a Sinhalese death-rate of 18'1 and 
an infantile mortality of 121. The Tamils and Moors of the Province (who are mostly in the Puttalam 
and Chilaw Districts) also fared worse than usual, viz., the death-rate of the Tamils rising to 60 '9  from 
the average 40 • 0, and Moors to 49 • 8 from 34 • 4. The Sinhalese birth-rate of the Province (52 * 8) was an 
improvement on the average (45'4), the Tamil rate also shows an improvement, but the Moor birth-rate 
was worse than usual.

26. North-Central Province.— The North-Central Province or the Anuradhapura District, with 
which it is co-terminous, showed a deterioration in the health of its Sinhalese inhabitants, its death-rate 
rising from the average 3 9 '3 to 4 5 '5 . The birth-rate of the Province, however, showed animprove- 
inent from the average 42'3 to 4 9 'l. The Sinhalese infantile mortality was 354 per 1,000 births 
registered.

27. Province of V va.—This Province, which is the same as the Badulla District, enjoyed slightly 
better health than usual, its death-rate falling to 49'0 from the average 50'5. The birth-rate (50'9), 
on the other hand, was a deterioration from the average (54 • 1).

28. Province of Sabaroganmwa.—The health of the Sinhalese inhabitants of this Province during 
the quarter was, worse than usual, the death-rate rising to 35'1 from the average (29*4), Ratnapura 
rising to 39'7 from 34'4, and Kegalla to 31'7 from 25'5. The birth-rate of the Province is, 
however, a slight improvement on the average, viz., 50 • 9 against 49 • 5, an improvement shared by both 
its districts.



V.— Causes of Death.
29. The causes of death registered in the Island during the quarter are shown in Table X . in the 

Appendix, and are summarized below :—
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Table B.

i
Bron- Violence.

[

Cholera Small- Diarrhoea Phthi- chitis Ail
District. and Fevers. and . other Total.Dysentery Pneu

monia. Acci
dent.

Homi
cide. Suicide. Execu

tion.'
Causes.

Cevlon  . . 13 144 5,972 6,351 1,139 1,369 381 31 55 a 18,147 33,613

Colombo 13 109 563 729 308 319 37 7 12 i 2,374 4,472
Negombo -- - 5 61 211 23 26 12 3 2 — 544 887
Kalutara — 1 238 254 86 41 32 3 — — 1,178 1,833
Kandy — 17 822 448 76 207 46 2 4 8 2,069 3,699
Matale ■-- 2 330 363 31 46 10 3 4 — 938 1,727
Nuwara Eliya — — 310 77 23 93 15 1 6 — 709 1,234
Jaffna — — 138 616 72 175 28 — 6 — 935 1,970
Mannar — — 15 40 1 21 2 __ — — 102 181
Mullaittivu .. — — 11 57 5 20 2 — 1 — 65 161
Galle — 3 571 202 158 34 33 9 3 2 [1,123 2,131
Matara .. .. j — — 581 310 69 17 22 __ 3 — 669 1,671
Hambantota — — 251 438 23 19 16 i 1 — 262 1,011
Batticaloa .. — — 106 488 9 52 23 — 2 — ■ 429 1,109
Trineomalee.. . — — 21 70 3 41 — — 1 — '132 268
Kurunegala .. — 2 323 817 71 63 29 2 4 — 2,477 3,788
Puttalam --- — 53 59 1 9 4 1 — — 165 292
Chilaw — — 42 68 8 10 11 1 — — ! 277 417
Anuradhapura — 2 129 262 5 11 4 1 2 — 503 919
Badulla ■-- 3 593 346 38 95 13 1 2 — 11,177 2,268
Ratnapura .. 
Kegalla — —

419
395

269
227

75
54

28
42

17
25

2
1 2

— 823
>1,196

1,633
1,942

30. Smallpox.— This disease, which was responsible for 4 deaths in the first quarter, 68 in  the 
second, and 87 in the third, continued to spread vigorously this quarter, causing as m any as 144 
deaths (109 in Colombo District, 17 in Kandy, 5 in Negombo, 3 each in Galle and Badulla, 2 each in 
Matale, Kurunegala, and Anuradhapura, and 1 in Kalutara). The deaths in Colombo were a continuation 
of the epidemic of the last three quarters which was introduced from India. Of the 109 deaths that 
occurred in the district, 61.were of residents within the Municipality, and the remaining 58 occurred in 
the suburbs. Eleven deaths in Kandy were traceable to infection- from Colombo, 3 to infection 
from Kurunegala, and 1 to infection from Matale, while in the other 2 the origin could not be traced. 
The two deaths in Kurunegala had occurred during the previous quarter, jjbut were registered this 
quarter. The ^deaths in Negombo, Galle, Anuradhapura, and Badulla were due to infection from  
Colombo, while in the Matale cases infection was traced to K andy, and in the Kalutara case to Maturata 
in Nuwara Eliya District.

31. Cholera.—There were 13 deaths from cholera reported for registration during the quarter, 
all in Colombo District. In not one of these could the origin of the disease have been traced. See further 
paragraph 60.

32. Fever and diarrhoeal diseases.— Of the 33,613 deaths registered in the Island during the quarter, 
no less than 5,972 were due to diarrhceal diseases, and 6,351 were reported as due to  various kindsjof fever , 
t.e., fever and diarrhceal diseases were responsible for nearly 37 per cent, o f the total number of deaths.

33. There were 4 deaths from chickenpox reported for registration during the quarter (1 each 
in Kalutara, Matale, Badulla, and Kegalla). Forty-three deaths were due to measles (11 in K an dy , 
9 in Colombo, 7 in Nuwara Eliya, 5 in Badulla, 4 in Kalutara, 3 in  Kurunegala, and 1 each in  N egom bo, 
Galle, Matara, and Kegalla). Whooping cough caused 37 deaths (12 in Colombo, 10 in Galle, 8 in 
Kalutara, 2 in Nuwara Eliya, and 1 each in Kandy, Jaffna, Batticaloa, and Kegalla). Diptheria caused 
2 deaths (1 in Colombo and the other in Jaffna). Forty deaths resulted from  influenza (13 in K an dy , 
11 in Nuwara Eliya, 8 in Badulla, 3 in Colombo, 2 in Matale, and 1 each in Negombo, H am bantota, and 
Ratnapura).

34. The other chief causes of deaths were infantile convulsions 3,662, debility (mostly o f infants 
from inability to suck) 1,385, phthisis 1,239, ricketsl,171, pneumonia 1,144, ansemia 1,105, worm s 1,073, 
old age 821, dropsy 661, premature birth 419, puerperal convulsions 410, dochmius duodenalis 364 
(of which 266 were of estate coolies), thrush 354, abscess 345, and malarial cachexia 260.

35. Deaths by violence.— Of the 381 deaths attributed to accidents, as many as 90 were due to 
drowning (of which 22 were by falling into wells), 86 to falls from  trees, 45 to snakebites, 32 to burns 
and scalds, 15 to falls from heights other than trees, 12 to fall of heavy substanees, 15 to taking poisonous 
substances, 13 to suffocation, and 11 to gun-shot wounds; 17 deaths were due to injuries caused by  
animals (of which wasps were responsible for 8 deaths, buffaloes and crocodiles for 2 each, and a hikenala 
or Brahmin lizard, a bull, a “  mad rat,”  a dog, and bees for 1 each). F ive deaths were registered as due 
to vehicles running over the body (of which 2 each were by  railway trains and carts and 1 by  a roller). 
Three deaths each were due to being buried under a wall, to wire shoot accidents, and to cuts and stabs.
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43. M atale D istrict.— The total number of births reported for registration from the estates in the 

Matale District amounted to 233 (8 Sinhalese, 218 Tamils, 6 Moors, and 1 Malay), and the deaths numbered 
414 (8'Sinhalese, 399 Tamils, 6 Moors, and 1 Malay). The birth-rate during the quarter was equal to 
35-5 as against the average 25*1 for the period 1898 to 1907, while the death-rate was 63'0 as against 
its average 34*5 for the same period. The chief causes of death were diarrhoeal .diseases 105 (diarrhoea 
43, dysentery 62) .fevers 49, malarial cachexia 42, delibilty (mostly of infants from inability to suck) 40, 
dochmius duodenalis 32, general dropsy 25, infantile convulsions 24, pneumonia 21, anaemia 11, old age 
10, and bronchitis 8.

44. Nuwara Eliya District.—The total number of births reported for registration from the 
estates in the Nuwara Eliya District amounted to 833 (3 Europeans, 6 Burghers, 22 Sinhalese, 798 Tamils, 
2 Moors, and 2 Malays), and the deaths numbered 770 (1 Burgher, 21 Sinhalese, 739 Tamils, 5 Moors, and 
4 Others). The birth-rate during the quarter was equal to 32 • 0 as against its average 22 • 5 for the period 
1898-1907, while the death-rate was 29'6 as against its average 20 1 for the same period. The most 
fatal causes were diarrhoeal diseases 221 (diarrhoea 135, dysentery 86), debility (mostly of infants from 
inability to suck) 186, pneumonia 73, infantile convulsions 43, dochmius duodenalis 30, old age 25, 
general dropsy 18, bronchitis 14, fevers 13, and premature birth 10.

45. Badulla D istrict.—The total number of births reported for registration from the estates in 
the Badulla District amounted to 56)8 (1 European, 3 Burghers, 17 Sinhalese, 540 Tamils, 4 Moors, and 
1 Malay), and the deaths numbered 521 (2 Burghers, 7 Sinhalese, 504 Tamils, 6 Moors, 1 Malay, and 
1 Other). The birth-rate during the quarter was equal to 43 • 5 as against its average 28 • 3 for the period 
1898-1907, and the death-rate was equal to 40-0 as against its average 28‘5 for the same period. The 
chief causes of death were diarrhoeal diseases 170 (99 from diarrhoea and 71 from dysentery), debility 
(mostly of infants from inability to suck) 62, pneumonia 58, fevers 35, infantile convulsions 28, old age 
25, general dropsy 14, dochmius duodenalis and premature birth 13 each, and bronchitis 11.

46. Ratnapura D istrict.—The total number of births reported for registration from the estates in 
the Ratnapura District was 232 (2 Burghers, 15 Sinhalese, 214 Tamils, and 1 Moor), and the deaths 
numbered 379 (12 Sinhalese, 366 Tamils, and 1 Moor). ’ The birth-rate during the quarter was equal to 
55’ 4 as against the average 26• 4 for the period 1898-1907, while the death-rate was 90 • 6 as against its 
average 45 • 1 for the same period. The chief causes of death were diarrhoeal diseases 151 (diarrhoea 57, 
dysentery 94), dochmius duodenalis 62, debility (mostly of infants from inability to suck) 47, infantile 
convulsions 24, pneumonia 12, malarial cachexia 11, fevers 10, old age 10, and general dropsy 8.

47. KegaMa District.—The total number of births reported for registration from the estates in 
the Kegalla District amounted to 582 (fEuropean, 2 Burghers, 33 Sinhalese, 543 Tamils, and 3 Moors), 
and the deaths numbered 559 (20 Sinhalese, 538 Tamils, and 1 Moor). The birth-rate during the quarter 
was equal to 55 • 8 as against the average 26 "1 during the period 1898-1907, while the death-rate was 
63'6 as against its average 34 • 6 for the same period. The principal causes of death were diarrhoeal 
diseases 273 (190 from diarrhoea and 83 from dysentery), debility (mostly of infants from inability to 
suck) 55, malarial cachexia 33, pneumonia 28, dochmius duodenalis 25, general dropsy 25, infantile 
convulsions 22, and old age 1$.

48. Colombo District.—The total number of births reported for registration from the estates in 
the Colombo District amounted to 60 (58 Tamils, 1 Malay, and 1 Other), and the deaths numbered 76 
(1 Burgher, 2 Sinhalese, and 73 Tamils). The birth-rate during the quarter was equal to 28 • 7 as against 
its average 17* 1 for the period 1898-1907, and the death-rate was 36-4 as against its average 39*5 for 
the same period. The chief causes of death were diarrhoeal diseases 28 (diarrhoea 25, dysentery 3), 
ascites 7, and pneumonia and infantile convulsions 6 each.

49. Kaluiara District.—The total number of births reported for registration from the estates in 
the Kalutara District was 232 (15 Sinhalese, 215 Tamils, and 2 Moors), and the deaths amounted to 260 
(1. Burgher, 4 Sinhalese, 250 Tamils, 4 Moors, and 1 Malay). The birth-rate during the quarter was 
equal to 54‘4 as against its average 25 • 2 for the period 1898-1907, and the death-rate was 61-0 as against 
its average 45‘5 for the same period. The chief causes of death were diarrhoeal diseases 90 (diarrhoea 57, 
dysentery 33), debility (mostly of infants from inability to suck) 35, dochmius duodenalis 29, malarial 
cachexia 17, infantile convulsions 15, pneumonia 14, and fevers 9.

VII.—Health of the City of Colombo.
50. The births registered in the city of Colombo numbered 1,151, and corresponded to an annual

rate per mille of 25 • 3, being • 8 per 1,000 higher than the average (24■ 5) for the corresponding quarters 
in 1898-1907. 1

51. The deaths registered numbered 1,861. To this have to be added 55 deaths of town residents, 
of which 53 occurred in the Infectious Diseases Hospital and the 2 others in the Segregation Camp, 
both at Kanatta (outside the town limits), and which were registered by an extra-urban Registrar, 
making a total of 1,916, and corresponding to a rate of 42*1 per mille per annum, being 6*5 per 1,000 
higher than the average 35*6 for the corresponding quarters in 1898-1907.

52. As usual in the town, the death-rate exceeded the birth-rate, owing mainly to the prepon
derance of males over females (chiefly among the Europeans, Indian Tamils, and Moors), to the presence 
of hospitals which add to the normal mortality of the town, and to the registration of births being still 
somewhat defective.

■ 63. The subjoined Table E gives the births and deaths and their rates for each race for the fourth
quarters of 1908 and 1907, and the average for the fourth quarters in 1898-1907.







59. In the quarter under review the infant mortality, which was 122 per 1,000 births for the 
whole city, rose as high as 588 in New Bazaar, 562 in St. Paul’s, 484in Maradana (exclusive of hospitals), 
and 471 in Pettah, and was lowest (143) in the Fort. Among the races the Tamils lead with the highest 
mortality (506), followed by those classed together as “ Others ” (476) and the Moors (451). The Moor 
mortality rose to 528 in New Bazaar, 476 in St. Sebastian, and 464 in St. Paul’s. The Sinhalese come 
next with a rate <5f 413 for the whole town, rising to 575 in New Bazaar, 490 in Maradana (exclusive of 
hospitals), 475 in Slave Island, 463 in Kollupitiya, and 462 in St. Paul’s. The Malays show a rate of 
378 for the whole city, rising to 667 in Maradana (exclusive of hospitals). The European rate (130) is 

. the lowest for the city, and the Burgher rate (257) the next lowest.
1 60. Thirteen deaths were registered in the town during the quarter as due to cholera. The

epidemic commenced about the middle of November last and ceased about the end of the folio wins month. 
Its origin could not be traced. Of the total number, 7 occurred in the Welikade jail, 3 in New Bazaar 

; Ward, 1 each in Maradana and Slave Island, and 1 in the Infectious Diseases Hospital at Kanatta (a 
£ patient from New Bazaar Ward).

f  61. As many as 51 deaths were registered from smallpox. Of this number, 46 occurred in the
Infectious Diseases Hospital at Kanatta, whither the patients were removed from the town, namely, 
22 from Maradana Ward, 8 from Slave Island, 7 from St. Paul’s, 4 from Kollupitiya, 2 each from St. 
Sebastian and New Bazaar, and 1 from Pettah, 2 at Slave Island, 2 at Kollupitiya, and the other at 
Maradana.

'* 62. Five deaths were registered from measles, 2 in New Bazaar, 1 each in Kotahena and Maradana 
(exclusive of hospitals), and 1 in the Infectious Diseases Hospital at Kanatta (a patient from Slave Island).

63. Diarrhoea and dysentery were fatal in 304 cases (against an average of 256 in the corresponding 
quarters of the last ten years), bronchitis and pneumonia in 284 (average 173), phthisis in 190 (average 139), 
hifantile convulsions in 180 (average 133), enteric fever in 123 (average 31), debility in 91 (average 111), 
old age in 75 (average 77), worms in 63 (average 23), tetanus in 54 (average 55), premature birth in 37 

- (average 26), enteritis in 35 (average 19), paralysis in 27 (average 16), and starvation and want of breast 
milk in 19 (average 3).

id 64. Fifteen deaths were due to accidents, of which 7 were due to burns and scalds, 2 to drowning,
,2 to falls from trees, 1 to sunstroke, and 1 to pieces of stone striking vital parts.

65. Four deaths were attributed to homicide and 7 to suicide.
VIII.— Health of the Principal Towns.

66. This chapter deals with the Vital Statistics of the 31 principal towns of the Island proclaimed 
under sections 31 to 36 of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. The Registrars of these towns are qualified 
medical men. No death occurring there is registered unless the cause is ascertained by the Registrar’s 
personal inspection of the deceased, or certified by a qualified medical man in attendance on the deceased, 
and no dead body is buried or cremated without registration being effected.

67. Table XIII. in the Appendix shows the population at the last decennial Census of 1901, and 
the present estimated population and the births and deaths registered during the fourth quarter of 1908, 
their rates, and the infantile mortality in each town, with mean temperature and rainfall of each town.

68. Population.—The estimated population of the thirty-one towns is 476,265, or more than 
one-ninth of the total population of the Island. The population of Colombo (180,262) is a little less 
than two-thirds of the population of all the other towns taken together (296,003).

69. The death-rate for all towns this quarter (38-28) is higher than in the previous quarter 
(32• 59) and in the corresponding quarter of last year (30'88). Corrected death-rates not being available 
before the middle of 1907, an average cannot be stated for the quarter for the purpose of comparison. 
However, if the average of the monthly mortality rates up to December, 1908, be regarded as holding 
good for the quarters too, the death-rate has risen by 5 ■ 81 over this average. This deterioration occurred 
in 20 out of the 31 towns, and was greatest in Kurunegala town, where the death-rate during the quarter 
rose to 117.• 45 from the average (57 • 49). The death-rate here has been abnormal since September 
last, when it was only 47'96. In October (the first month in the quarter) it rose suddenly to 62'05, and 
with a leap in November to 103-01, mounted to the extraordinary rate of 182'73 in December (the last 
month in the quarter).

70. Births.—The births registered in the thirty-one towns during the quarter numbered 3,722, 
of which 1,906 were of males and 1,816 of females, and correspond to an annual birth-rate per 1,000 of 
32 09, as against 29'56 during the previous quarter and 30'71 during the corresponding quarter of last 
year. Of the towns (excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, which have a population under 1,000) the 
highest birth-rate for the quarter was observed in Jaffna (51'84), and the lowest in Kalpitiya (9'86).
In the other towns the birth-rate ranged from 45 • 25 in Matara, 44 • 05 in Weligama, 39 ■ 38 in Kurunegala,
38'91 in Kalutara, and 38'31 in Chilaw, to 22'91 in Mullaittivu, 19 45 in Ratnapura, 18'45 in Hatton 
and Dikoya, and 17 TO in Nuwara Eliya. Colombo records a rate of 25 • 68, as against 22'94 in the previous 
quarter and 26 • 24 during the corresponding quarter of last year.

71. Deaths.—The number of deaths registered in the thirty-one towns during the quarter was 
5,236, of which 2,843 were of males and 2,393 of females, and correspond to an anuual death-rate of 
38 "28 per mille, as against 32'59 during the preceding quarter and 30'88 during the corresponding 
quarter of last year. 1,711 of the total deaths, or little less than one-third, occurred in hospitals (and 
41 deaths in jails), and exaggerated the normal mortality of the towns.

72. Corrected death-rates, as well as crude death-rates, are shown in Table X III. By a corrected 
rate is meant the rate calculated for the population of each town on the basis that its age- and sex- 
constitution is the same as for the Island, and) also excluding from the total deaths hospital deaths of 
estate coolies and other persons who are not town residents. The corrected rate should thus furnish a 
more satisfactory test of the comparative health of the towns than the crude rate.
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75. Tiie death-rates shown in this table are crude rates (the corrected death-rates not being 
available for comparison before the middle of 1907), and are given inclusive as well as exclusive of hospital 
a n d  jail deaths.

76. Infantile m ortality.— T h e infantile mortality for the thirty-one towns was equal to a rate of 
306 per 1,000 births registered, as against 267 in the previous quarter and 251 in the corresponding 
quarter of last year.' In the towns having an estimated population of 5,000 or more the mortality ranged 
from684in Kurunegala, 422 in Colombo, 395 in Matale, and 375 each in Kandy and Batticaloa, to 200 in 
Negombo, 191 in Trincomalee, 181 in Moratuwa, 127 in Matara, and 113 in Weligama. The Colombo 
town rate was 62 in excess of previous quarter’s rate (360), and 47 per cent, in excess of the rate in the 
corresponding quarter of last year, viz., 287 per 1,000 births registered.

77. Games o f deaths.—Table XIV. in the Appendix gives for each town and race the principal 
causes of deaths registered during the quarter, and shows the infantile mortality separately from the 
general mortality (one year and over).

78. Infants.— Out of the 5,236 deaths from all causes in the thirty-one towns, 1,138 or little 
more than one-fifth were among infants under one year. Of these, the chief causes were 369 con n th ion s 
(of which 139 in Colombo, 41 in Galle, 21 each in Negombo and Kandy, 19 in Kurunegala, 17 each in 
Majjgra and Anuradhapura, 13 in Trincomalee, 11 in Kalutara, 10 in Jaffna), 204 d ebili'y (of which 70 in 
Colombo, 28 in Jaffna, 21 in Kurunegala, 13 jin Kandy, 12 in Batticaloa), 136 premature birth (of which 
37 in Colombo, 29 in Jaffna, 25 in Kandy, 12 in Kalutara, 9 in Moratuwa), 83 pneum oni i (of which 
46 in Colombo, 7 each in Moratuwa and Kandy, 6 in Kurunegala, 5 in Galle), 74 tetanus (of which 46 
in Colombo, 17 in Jaffna, 7 in Moratuwa), 65 d izrrh m  (of which 37 in Colombo, 6 in Jaffna, 5 in Galle), 
and 47 bronchitis (of which 28 in Colombo, 11 in Jaffna).

79. General mortality (one year and over).— Out of the 4,098 deaths of persons one year and over 
in age, there were 1,023 due to diarrhoea and dysentery, of which 262 were in Colombo, 88 in Kandy, 
85 in Kurunegala, 64 in Matale, 57 in Badulla, 47 in Ratnapura, 44 in Matara, 38 in Negombo, 34 in

Hatton and Dikoya,” 33 in Gampola, 31 each in Moratuwa and Jaffna, 28 in Kegalla, 21 inLunugala; 
f m  to pneumonia, of which 176 were in Colombo, 40 in Kurunegala, 36 in Kandy, 25 in Galle, 20 in 
Negombo, 16 in Moratuwa, 15 in Trincomalee, 11 in Matale, 10 each in Kalutara, Anuradhapura, and 
Badulla; 330 to.phthisis, of which 188 were in Colombo, 42 in Galle, 15 in Kandy, 13 in Jaffna, 12 in 
Moratuwa, 10 in Kurunegala; 180 to dochmins d ’.odenalis, of which 145 were among Tamils— almost all 
of whom were cooties; 169 to enteric fever, of which 121 were in Colombo, 23 in Moratuwa, 4 each in 
Galle and Weligama; 149 to malarial cachexia, of which 50 were in Matale, 26 in Kurunegala, 10 in 
Batticaloa, 9 in Jaffna, 6 each in Puttalam and Kegalla; 124 to remittent fever, of which 15 were in 
Jaffna, 14 in Anuradhapura, 13 in Colombo, 8 in Kurunegala, 7 in Puttalam, 6 each in Galle and Batticaloa;
84 to bronchitis, of which 34 were in Colombo, 8 each in Matara and Trincomalee, 6 in Jaffna, 4 each in 
Kalutara and Kegalla; 66 to sm allpox, of which 46 were in Colombo, 10 in Kandy; 53 to B right’s disease 
and nephritis, of which 26 were in Colombo, 8 in Kandy; 40 to sim ple fever, of which 10 each were in 
Matale and Jaffna, 8 in Colombo, 6 in Kandy ; 31 to anrnni i, of which 9 were in Negombo, 6 each in 
Colombo and Kalutara; 14 to cancer, of which 6 in Colombo and 3 in Jaffna ; and 13 to cholera in 
Colombo.

80. Percentage of principal causes of deaths at all ages.— Of the total number of deaths at all ages 
in the towns, diarrhoea and dysentery accounted for nearly 21 percent., bronchitis and pneumonia 13 
per cent., infantile convulsions nearly 9 per cent., various kinds of fever and debility each nearly 7 per 
cent., and phthisis more than 6 per cent.

Registrar-General’s Office, P. Artxnachalam,
Colombo, March 25,1909. Registrar-General.
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APPENDIX.

Table I — Area Estimated Population, and the Number of Marriages, Births, and Deaths 
registered in the Fourth Quarter of 1908.
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Ceylon 25,331f 3,834,513 5,546 4,186 1,36< 41,843 21,461 20,382 33,613 16,924 16,689

1,432 l,001,08f 1,96( 1,966 9,377 4,852 4,525 7,192 3,701
i
j 3,491

2,299$ 659,478 41£ J 156 26; 6,954 3,538 3,416 6,6»0 3,298 1 3,362
3,3631 361,732 518 518 — 3,857 1,974 1,883 2,312 1,189 1,123
2,1461 628,028 1,001 992 C 6,835 3,515 3,320 4,813 2,343; 2,470
4,0361 186,678 99 56 43 2,147 1,089 1,058 1.377 736; 641

North-Western . . 2,996f 382,11C 729 350 379 4,865 2,514 2,351 4,497 2,204 2,293
North-Central 4,002| 78,215 118 10 108 941 488 455 919 467 452

3,1544 190.978 219 43 176 2,308 1,206 1,102 2,268 1,203 i ,1)68
Sabaragamuwa . . . 1,901 346,20S 477 95 382 4,559 2,237 2,272 3,57 5 1,786 1,789

Western.
Colombo 560f 576,278 1,104 1,104 4,995 2,594 2,401 4,472

i

2,313; 2,159
Negombo 2474 171,234 367 367 — 1,736 874 862 88 t 469 418
Kalutara 623| 253,574 495 495 — 2,646 1,334 1,262 1,833 919 914

Central.
Kandy 911 , 401,919 263 95 168 4,239 2,15! 2,081 3,699 1,847 1,852
Matale 925| 96,728 73 24 49 1,280 607 673 1.727. 836 891
Nuwara Eliya. . 462| 160,831 83 37 48 1,435 778 662 1,234 615 619

Northern.
3,52«Jaffna 1,265 323,905 47 i 471 — 1,801 1,725 1,970, 1,013 967

Mannar 943J 23,333 23 29 — 199 104 95 m ! 97 84
Mullaittivu l,154 f 14,494 IS 18 — 132 69 63 16 | 89 72

Southern.
Galle 6524 287,688 509 503 6 3,088 1,625 1,463 2,131! 1,021 1.110
Matara 4811 229,850 331 328 3 2,628 1,324 1,304 1,671 822 849
Hambantota . . 1,012| 110,490 161 16! — 1,119 566 553 1.011 600 511

Eastern.
Batticaloa 2,8714 156,461 83 40 43 1,793 912 881 1.109| 606! 503
Trincomalee .. 1,165 30,217 16 16 — 354 177 177 2681 i3o: 138

North-Western. 
Kurunegala . . 1,8441 270,467 473 120 353 3,833 2,007; 1,826 3,788 1,815; 1,972
Puttalam 889f 28,563 54 28 26 222 109j 113 " 292 164! 128
Chilaw 2621 83,080 203 202 — 810 398| 412 417 224' 193

North-Central. 1

Anuradhapura 4,0021 78,215 118 10 108 941 486 455 919 467 452

Uva.
Badulla 3,154f 190,978 219 43 176 2,308

!
1,206' 1,102 2,268 l,200j 1.068

Sabaragamuwa.
11 ;

Ratnapura 1,259 136,981 195 49 146 1,721 867i 854 1,633 837! 796
Kegalla 642

1
209,227 282

i
46 236 2,838 1,420' 1,418" 1,942 949; 993

* The estimate of the population in this Table and in Tables I I I ., IV ., and V. is based on the Census o f  M arch, 
1901, and the returns of births and deaths registered.
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Table ri.—Birth- and Death-rates in the Fourth Quarter of 1908, the corresponding Quarter of 1907, 
the Third Quarter of 1908, and the Mean Rates for the Fourth Quarters of 1898-1907.

Birth-rate per Mille per Annum. Death-rate per Mille per Annum.

Province and District. Avenge (or Fourth 
Quarters, 1898-1907.

FourthQuarter,
1907.

ThirdQuarter,1908.
FourthQuarter,1908.

Average for 
Fourth Quarters, 

1898-1907.

Fourth
Quarter,1907.

ThirdQuarter,1908.
FourthQuarter,
1908.

* Ceylon 40-8 37-5 38-1 43-4 29-0 27-3 28-1 34-9

Western
Central
Northern
Southern
Eastern
North-Western
North-Central
Uva
Sabaragamuwa

36- 5
37- 0 
37-8 
46-1 
46-4 
43-3 
40-8 
45-3 
45-1

367
35- 1 
31-6 
39-4
36- 8 
38-2 
30-2 
43-6 
43 "6

311
38- 7
41- 2
39- 1
39- 4 
45-1 
36-2
40- 6
42- 7

37-3
41- 9
42- 4
43- 9 
45-8
51- 7
47- 9
48- X
52- 4

23'4
29- 9 
28-8 
27-6
30- 1
30- 5 
40-9 
44-4
31- 8

22-7
25-7
27-6
3 0 2
29-9
25-3
35-3
38-6
3X-1

24-6
31-3

-21-8
27-6
26-6
29-9
27-9
37-3
33-5

28-6
40- 2 
25-4 
30-5 
28-7 
46-8
46- 7
47- 2
41- 1

Western.

Colombo 
Negombo 

. Kalutara

34-1
41-0
41-0

34-3
40-9
39-3

29-6
34-3
32-5

34-5
40- 3
41- 5

23-5
19-0
25-2

22-9
17-2
25-5

26-8
X6-3
25-2

30-9
20-6
28-9

Central.

Kandy
Matale
Nuwara Eliya

37-9
44-7
31-0

35-6
41-6
29-7

38-1
47-1
35-1

42-0
52-6
35-5

300
38-9
24-1

25-7
29-5
23-5

29'5 
44-0 

. 28-1

36-6
7X0
30-5

Northern. .
Jaffna
Mannar
Mullaittivu

37-9
36- 4
37- 3

32-1 
28-0 
25-3

39- 7
40- 5 
48 • 7

43-3
33-9
36-3

28-0 
35-1 
42-8

26-3
33-4
44*9

t9-8
30-4
38-2

24-2
30-9
44-3

Southern.

Galle
Matara
Hhmbantota

45-6
48-0
43-0

43-4
39-4
28-8

35-4
40-2
46-4

44- 1
45- 5 
40-3

27-0
27-4
29-2

29-7
28-5
34-8

25- 5
26- 4 
35-6

29-5
28-9
36-4

Eaetem.

Batticaloa
Trincomalee 48-7

45-0
37-4
33-9

39-4
39-5

45- 6
46- 6

29-2
34-7

30 2 
28-1

24-9
35-3

28-2
35-3

North-Western.

,Kurunegala
Puttalam
Ghilaw

46-0
33-8
38-0

39-6
32-8
35-6

48-6
37- 5
38- 5

56-4
30-9
38-8

33* X 
36-9 
18-2

26-6 
31-7 
IS-4

33-0
38-7
16-7

55-7
40-7
20-0

North-Central.

Anuradhapura

Eva.
40-8 30-2 36-2 47-9 40-9 35 3 27-9 46-7

Badnlla

Sabaragamuwa.
45-5 43-6 40-6 48-1 44-4 38 * 6 37-3 47-2

Ratnapura
Kegalla

i
'  45-1 

45-1 43-8
46-8

44-9
41-2

50-0
54-0 37-1

28-3
38-1 
26-3

4X0
28-5

47-4
36-9
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Table III.—Sinhalese Births and Deaths, with their Rates per 1,000 of the estimated Population and 
the Proportion of Infantile Deaths to 1,000 registered Births in Sinhalese Districts in the

Fourth Quarter of 1908.
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Ceylon

eoc* 1 
m j 

1 
<M 1 2,589,244 27300 2938C 1678152234c 44- 40 * <)38-e1451 27'i

i
25*3|26* J34-: 212

Western 1,432 854,519 7,691 8,135 4,143 5,370 38-7 37-213i • a 37-9 20-8 19-7 21-4125-0 150

Colombo 660} 478,822 4,116 4,305 2,370 3,252 36-7 35-£ 30-e 35-8 21-0 19-9 23-5 27-0 167
Colombo Municipality 10 64,731 512 610 762 899 — — — — — — — — __
Alutkuru Korale 

South ■72 74,800 647 639 350 434
Hewagam Korale ., 167 73,696 643 675 279 405 —

Salpiti Korale 75 104,912 890 895 522 810 —
Siyane Korale East* 1161 58,584 560 550 210 229 — — — -- - — — — — —
Siyane Korale West* 120} 102,039 923 936 386 475 —

Negonibo 247J 154,072 1,454 1,578 630 732 ii -o 40-4 33-7 40-7 .18-0 16-3 14-9 18-9 146
Negombo Local Board u 14,761 140 120 110 110 —
Alutkuru Korale

South 159 102,873 943 1,056 377 429 —
Hapitigam Korale .. 811 36,438 371 402 143 193 —

K alutara . . 623} 221,625 2,121 2,252 11.143 1,386 41-4 38-5 31-2 40 -4 22-2 21-6 21-8 24-9 122
Kalutara Local Board If 9,098 79 93 73 85 — — — — — — — —
Kalutara Totamune 88J 102,059 970 987 537 678 —
Pasdun Korale East* 280J 27,152 250 293 139 172 —
Pasdun Korale West* 1231 26,397 262 269 148 163 —
Rayigam Korale 130 66,919 544 610 255 288 ! —

Central 2,2991 326,188 3,732 4,064 2,404 3,731 49-8 42-1 42-7 49-5 32lj26-2 31-3 45-5 260
K andy 911 210,443 2,373 2,569 1,470 2,114 4 9 4 42-5 42- 6 48-6 30-925-1 30-5 4 0 0 226

Kandy Municipality .11 14,150 120 143 114 202 —
Harispattu 50} 34,122 394 421 235 323 —
Pata Dumbara 107} 40,849 451 459 263 420 —
Pata Hewaheta 571 14,301 176 190 84 118 —
Tumpane 46} 13,311 182 237 95 160 —
Uda Bulatgama 230 12,964 99 109 65 75 —
Uda Dumbara 238} 21,820 28 7| 278 230 304 • --- — — — — — ---
Uda Nuwara 34f 15,445 182, 174 102 153 —
Uda Palata 106 23,757 264 288 153 186 — — — — --- j — — —
Yati Nuwara ,. 29 - 19,724 218 261 129 174 .

M atale 925} 64,559 802 923 575 1,'158 52-3 5-6 46-3 56-9 37-925-5 34-5 71-4 386
Matale Local Board 1 1,844 17; 15 23 55 —
Matale South 163} 29,034 354 387 218 463 ■----
Matale East 373} 15,477 212! 292 166 310 ) —
Matale North 388} 18,204 219! 229 16S 330

Nuwara E liya .. 462} 61,188 557] 572 359 460 47-2 36-1 39-li 36-1 30-4,25-4 30-3 290 2ii
Nuwara Eliya Local 

Board and outside 4} 2,066 16 19 14 14
j

—
Kotmale 236} 15,641 137 154 92 136 — — — — ----  1 — — —
Uda Hewaheta 108} 19,894 219 219 135 148 —
Walapane 113} 13,587 185 180 118 162

Southern 2,146} 597,709 6,588 6,613 3,845 4,528 47-1 39-8 }9-6<i4-0 27-3!500 27-4 30-1 158
Oalle 652} 271,340 2,978 2,986 1,679 1,992 47-4 14-3 16-3-13-8 26-7!29-4 25-0 29-2 151

Galle Municipality 6} 27,946 239 260 197 222 —
Four Cravats beyond 

Municipal limits 24| 21,91*7 223 229 117 128 —
and Akmimana

Gangaboda Pattuwa 128} 35,001 406 408 200 296 — — •— |— — — — —
Wellaboda Pattuwa.. 83} 73,426] 831 841 452 563 —
Talpe Pattuwa 97 58,229 634 629 375 381 —
Walallawiti ICorale.. 146 47,896 661 529 300 346 — —- — — — — —
Hinidum Pattuwa .. 166 6,934 84 90 38 56

I
* Births and Deaths for this division being available from 1901 only, the averages shown are for the seven 

years, 1901-1907.
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Table III.—continued.
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Nobth-Cbntbai. . 4,002} 62,625 666 773 620 71' 42 ■;(310 36 -t149-1 39 15 34-1 26-7|45-5 354

Anuradhapura . 4,0021 62,625 666 773 620 71' 42-c 31 ■ 0 36-41491 39-334-1 26-7j45-5 354
Anuradhapura Town H 817 10 120 21 4C — , J _
Nuwaragam Palata.. l,490| 26,409 276 321 258 274Huruiu Palata 1,040 19,963 211 265 184 213 __
Kalagam Palata 311 13,983 148 138 129 153 ._
Tamankaduwa Palata 1,153 1,453 21 29 28 37 — — — — — — — — —

XJv a 3,154* 129,103 1,707 1,652 1,584 1,539 54-1 46-0 42-3 50-9 50-5 37-7 36-8 49-0 252
Badulla 3.154* 129,103 1,707 1,652 1,584 1,589 54 1460 42-3 50-9 50-5 37-7 36-8 49-0 252

Badoiia Local Board. 3,591 46 45 48 59 ♦ 1
Yattkinda Division . 183* 22,897 285 294 215 172 ___ _ — — ■_ — __ _
Bintenna do. 359 9,651 136 112 132 136 ___
Buttala do. 5674 14,149 191 151 262 181Wellawaya do. .. 1,0194 7,235 90 84 106 109 __
Udukinda do. 188* 32,143 381 387 234 283 _ __ __ — — ■-- — — __
Wellassa do. 645* 21,036 303 301 354 342 _ __ __ — — ■-- — — __
Wiyaluwa do. 187** 18,401 275 278 233 307 — — — --- — --- — —

Sababaoauuwa .. 1.901 284,242 3,256 3,639 1,943 2,510 49-5 46-8 42-0 50-9 29-4 26-7 26-4 35-1 195
Ratnapura 1,259 121,674 1,392 1,473 1,008 1,214 47-7 44-8 12-8 48-2 34-4 32-7 32-1 39-7 197

Ratnapura Looal iBoard 2* 3,107 30 21 34 36 __ —• — — — — __
Euruwiti Eorale 211} 32,412 326 334 1731 233 __ __ — — — — — — —
Nawadun do. 1934 25,492 305 298 210 218 — __ 1— — — ! — •-- —
Atakalan do. 17 U 18,318 227 256 179 204 — ---- — 1■-- — — __
Kadawata do. 13oI 10,090 134 135 115 103 — _  1 --- — — — — __
Eolonna do. 169 10,366 110 125 91 178 __
Eukulu do. 2244 8,395 88 101 58 59 — — — — — --- |— — —
Meda do. 156| 13,494 172 203 148 183 1 —

R egalia 642 162,568 1,864 2,166 93511,296 50-9 18-4'11-4 53-0 25-5 22-2 22-1 31-7 193

Kegalla Local Board * 1,783 17 15 20* 19 _
Paraoakuru Eorale* 56* 29,132 360 441 164' 204 — — — — — — — — —
Beligal ,v. do. .. 162* 43,698 486 591 223 266 — — — — — — — — —
Galboda do. . . 56} 22,994 297 307 147 236 —
Einigoda do. .. 42 18,466 252 296 132 308 — — — — — — i — — —
Atulugam do. .. 125* 12,392 123 145 66: 68 — — — — — — — — ....
Dehigampal do. .. 74| 17,246 163 207 85i 93 — — — -- - — •— — — —
Panawal do. .. 40 7,096 74 76 37! 47 —
Lower Bulatgama .. 84* 9,760 98 88 54

1
55

1 1
-- -

1901-1907.



( 17 )

Table IV.—Tamil Births and Deaths, with their rates per 1,000 of the estimated Population, and the 
Proportion of infantile Deaths to 1,000 registered Births in the Tamil Districts, in the

Fourth Quarter of 1908.
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Northern 3,363 347,08 3 3,162 3,691 2,426 2,179 37' 6 31- 6|41 •142-3 28-<
i

27 -4:2i -725- XS3

Jaffna 1,265 319,70 2,91 0 3,47* 2,16 0 1,93 2 37' 132- 1U1 •3 43-3 28-0! 26- 2i20- 4,24- J i T0
Jaffna Division 18- 44,2 IS 39 3 576 353 33<5 — _ __ 1__ , __ ! —Yalikamam East 40̂ 27,224 23 9 273 151 14( — __ __ __ __
Velikamam North . 36; ' 49,20: 47 5 598 29S2 26' : — __ , __ _ , __ \ —
Valikamam West 38, 49,88! 44 490 30' 22'
•Vadamaradchi East. 341 3,96( 4() 37 5: 3; __ 1 __ __ __ 1___ —
Vadamaradohi West. 55 53,005 48 534 30( 275 — _ __ __ __ __ i — —
Tenmaradohi 80 38,241 33' 323 3K 28<, — _ j __ __ __ ____ —
Paehohiladppallai . 87 5,635 4 35 5( 53 — — 1 __ __ __ __ i — —
Karaichchi 123; 2,705 20 7 21 __ _ i __ . _ __
Punakari 226j * 4,525 44 52 47 47 ._ i j___ __ —
Islands* 59J 36.081 35£ 472 242 225 __ : __ j __ __ I _- —
Delft* 18} 4,422 46 64 25 25 __ t __ ! __ __ i __ —
Tunukkai 4464 602 6 3 8 3 — — | — 1 — — — 1 __ —

M annar 943} 15,335 137 111 142 116 33-4 30-4:40-o W  8 34-3 38-1 34-:131-1 423
Mannar Island 

Divisions 47| 5,637 49 33 45 45 ! 1 _
Mantai Division 6444 5,131 46 50 52 48, __ __ — __ _ __ __ —
Nanaddan Division. ■ 251 4,567 42 28 45 23 — — — — — — — — —

M uilaittivu f 1,154} 12,050 115 103 134 131 3 6 0 20-8 45-0 34-0 42-4 45-1 39-7 43-2 369
Maritime Pattus 393} 5,966 49 46 65 60 —
Vavuniya North 316. 2,324 19 24 26 24 __ __ __ _ __ _ —
Vavuniya South 445 3,760 37 33 93 47 —

Eastern 4,0364 102,399 1,130 1,131 798 873 45-4 35-1 39-4 43-9 32-0 33-1 28-0 33-9 •243

Batticaloa] 2,8714 84,931 952 936 636 693 48-6 36-2 38-5 43-8 31-7 33-7125-8 32-5 23 5
Batticaloa - Local 

Board 11 8,298 78 63 71 74 __.. „ .
Manmnnai Pattu 

North 148 13,878 157 150 122 104 ___
Manmunai Pattu

South 74 8,890 93 92 62 57 __ — __ __ __ — __ __ —
Bintenna Pattu .. 1 6774 684 8 7 5 17 —
Chammanturai Pattu) 160 3,199 32 53 22 23 —
Eravur and Bukaml

Pattus .. ( 372} 8,603 96 113 71 84 — -- - — __ __ [ __ __ — —
Koralai Pattu 290 6,151 95 113 68 121 —
Eruvil and Porativu 

Pattus 247 14,056 149 114 92 62
i)

Earavaku and Ninta- ;
vur Pattus 41 14,885 165 156 109 100 __ — __ __ --- i __ ._ —

Akkarai Pattu 374 5,545 64 70 44 46 —
Panawa Pattu 4864 742 8 5 7 5 — — — — — ; — — — —

Trineom alee 1,165 17,468 178 195 162 180 40-8 29-9 43-6 44-4 37-2 30-1 38-5 41-0 287
Trineomalee Town .. 1 9,260 75 78 76 73 —
Kaddukkulam Pattu 4904 1,823 22 26 22 29
Koddiyar Pattu 223 4,362 54 51 38 40 — — — — — ■--- ._ __ —
Tampalakamam

Pattu 4504 2,023 27 40 26 38
•

North-Western 5,996| 22,682 132 183 252 347 23-2 >9-7 30-7 52-1 40-0 46-3: 58-4 60-!’ 366

Puttalam 889} 6,660 39 38 69 76 20-1 54-0 32-0;22-7 36-0! 36-357-6i 45-4 395
Puttalam Local j

Board - 8} 849 7 7 17 19 — — — — .--- __| __ —
Demala Hatpattu .. 
Kalpitiya Division .. •

441} 321 1 1 4 3
*315 1,910 13 10 25 17 — — — — — | — — — —

Puttalanp Division 1244 3,580 18 20 23 37
i

* Births and Deaths for this division being available from 1901 only, the averages shown are for the seven 
rears, 1901-1907.

t Births and Deaths for the divisions as at present constituted of this district being available from 1901 only, the 
iverages shown for them are for the seven years, 1901-1907.
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Table V.—Moat Births and Deaths with their rates per 1,000 of the estimated Population and the 
Proportion of Infantile Deaths to 1,000 registered Births in Battiealoa and Puttalam

( 18 )

Districts in the Fourth Quarter of 1908.
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Eastern 4,036£ 69,646 822 887 449 404 50-9

! 1 
! j

40* 8140 *6 50 *7
1 ' i

27-6 27-3 24-8 23-1 170

Battiealoa* 2,87 H 60,262 706 775 382 342 50-4 40-0J41-8 51-1 271 27-0 23-9 22-6 173
Battiealoa Local 

Board n 347 2 3 2 8 _
Manmunai Pattu

North 148 12,051 186 203 123 96 — — ---* — — — — —
Manmunai Pattu

South 74 46 —
Bintenna Pattu 6774 126 1 _ 1 — — — — — — — —
Chammanturai Pattu 160 5,997 77 121 50 40 —

Eravur and Bukaro 
Pattus * 372J 6,611 57 64 30 27 _ . _ __ __ _ _

Koralai Pattu 290 4,317 61 55 29 33 — --- — — — — — — —
Eruvil and Porativu

Pattus • 247 176 __ _ --- — — — — — — — — —

Karavaku and Nin-
tavur Pattus 41 19,516 216 216 115 88 __ — — — — — — — —

Akkarai Pattu 374 9,072 102 92 54 41 __ — — — — — — — —

Pan&wa Pattu 4864 2,003 22 21 11 8 — — — — — — — ~

North-Westebn .. 2,996| 24,818 242 253 201 311 40-8 36-6 41-8 40-6 34-4 27-5 33-4 49-8 403

Puttalam 889| 9,840 103 66 101 108 43-0 46-4 31-7 26'7 42'0 29-3 33-2 43-7 348
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Board 8f ■ 2,788 32 29 29 42 _ _ — __ — . __
Demala Hatpattu ., 441J 457 5 4 5 10 — — — — — — — — —

Kalpitiya Division .. 315 4,669 41 21 51 29 — — — — — — —
Puttalam Division .. 1244 1,926 25 12 16 27 —

* Births and Deaths for the divisions as at present constituted of this district being available from 1901 only, the 
averages shown for them are for the seven years, 1901-1907.



a 
M

al
av

al
am

 a
nd

 a
 M

al
av

al
ee

.



( 20 )

Tab l. VII.—Marriages (K a il,a n ), C M  Caadilion. A g., Signature ol Marriage Regleter, &e„
in the Fourth Quarter of 1908.
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Kegalla 236 185 10 18 8 7 — 5 2 1 51 181 58 24-9 18 4619-2 14 61 270
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Table XII.— Causes of Deaths In the Colombo Municipality, continued.

Wabd. 1 Nationality.
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Apoplexy .. 11 — 2 — — 2 2 2 1 2 3 4 3 —
Paralysis .. 27 — — 2 2 £ 4 3 8 2 i 5 £ 6 5 1 1
Epilepsy .. 5 — — 1 — — 2 1 1 2 1 — —
Convulsion 1 — — — 1 — — — — — — — — 1

41
— '-- —

Infantile Convulsions 180 __ 4 10 26 22 32 2 42 26 16 9 8S 35 9 1
Tetanus
Paraplegia, diseases of the

54 — 1 8 12 9 18 1 2 2 1 3 17 12 20 — 2

Spinal Cord ,
Other and undefined diseases

of Brain or Nervous 
System .. 9 i — — — — — 3 1 1 3 i — 6 1 — i 1 —
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Ear

Circulatory System .

Pericarditis 1 1 1
Valve disease of Heart 3 __ __ __ — — 3 — — __ — 1 2 __ __ .-- —
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1 1 — —
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