
REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
T h i s  report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 31 principal towns of the Island proclaimed under 

sections 31 to 36 of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. The Registrars of these towns are qualified medical men. 
;No death occurring there is registered unless the cause is ascertained by the Registrar’ s personal inspection 
‘ of the deceased, or certified by a qualified medical man in attendance on the deceased, and no dead body is 
buried or cremated without registration being effected.

‘ • 2. Table I. in the Appendix shows the population at the last decennial Census of 1901. and the present
estimated population and the births and deaths registered during the month, their rates, and the. infantile 

; mortality in each town, together with the average birth- and death-rates and infantile mortality from July, 
1907, to December, 1908, and the mean temperature and rainfall of each town observed in the month.

3. Table III. gives similar information as regards each ward in the Colombo Municipality. The mean 
'rates shown here are for January-December, 1908, that being the period for which monthly statistics are 
.available for the wards.

4. The estimated population of the 31 towns is 484,240, or more than one-ninth of the total population 
of the Island. The population of Colombo (183,872) is a little over three-fifths of the population of all the 
other towns taken tdgether (300,368).

'• 5. The death-rate for all towns this month (29-28) is a slight improvement on that of the previous 
month‘ (29'75), and more so on the mean-rate (32-47) for the 18 months July, 1907, to December, 1908. The 
improvement on the mean-raflb is noticeable in 20 out of the 31 towns, the principal exceptions being Kuru- 
hegala, Panadure, Gampola, Mannar, Batticaloa, and Trincomalee. The Kurunegala rate (72-42) and the 
Mannar rate (45-77), however, show an improvement on their respective rates during the preceding month 
(viz., 75-08 and 56-37). The Panadure rate has risen to 41 • 70 from the average 28-31 and from 11-53 the rate 
in the previous month. The death-rate in Anuradhapura (52 80) is 3-36 below the average and considerably, 
belqpr the previous month’s rate (62-55). In Matale the death-rate shows a remarkable improvement , falling 

. from the average 45-96 and from 44-86 the previous month’s rate to 19 52 in the month under report. The 
death-rate of fi’angalla, which was 69-80 (or about double the average during the previous month), shows a 
slight improvement this month (62-52).

Births.
6,. The births registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,073— of which 556 were males 

a^d 517 females— and corresponded to an annual birth-rate per 1,000 of 26-95, as against 31-87 during the 
-preceding month, 31-75 in the corresponding month of last year, and 30-53 the average for the eighteen months, 

„<July. 1907 (when monthly statistics were first published), to December, 1908. Of the towns (excluding Vavuniya 
j and Lunugala, which have a population under 1,000), the highest birth-rate was in Negombo (47-86, average 
, .43-02) and the lowest in Nuwara Eliya (4-29, average 21-39). In the other towns the birth-rate ranged from 
<14-88 in Panadure (average 35-97), 42-89 in Mullaittivu (average 29-40), 42-50 in Jaffna (average 42-58), and 

’ 41-14 in Gampola (average 33-63), to 20-49 in Kurunegala (average 30-34), 19-29 in Anuradhapura (average 
‘t, 26:42) and 12-67 in' “  Hatton and Dikoya ”  (average 17-69).
’ 7. The town of Colombo, where the.births numbered 331— of which 183 were of males and 148 of females—
: records a birth-rate of 21-90, as against 28-17 in the preceding month, 26-19 in the corresponding month of last 

year, and 25-23 the average for the eighteen months (July, 1907. to December, 1908). Theihighest birth-rate was 
in Slave Island (22-19, average 26-57), and the lowest inPettah (3-21 average 5-94) while in the Fort and Galle 

.Face Ward there were no births registered. In the other wards the birth-rate ranged from 19-16 in Maradana 
4j exclusive of hospitals (average 22-36) to 14-04 in St. Paul’s (average 18-83). The low birth-rate in the Fort 
y, and Galle Face And Pettah Wards is due to their population being mainly male adult and floating.

Deaths.
8. The number of deaths registered in the 31 towns during the month was 1,399—of which 787 were of 

‘ males and 602 of females—and corresponded to an annual death-rate of 29-28 per mille, as against 29-75 during
the preceding month, 30-81 in the corresponding month of last year, and 32-47 average for the eighteen months,

. July. 1907, to Decem ber 1908. 470 of the total deaths or almost one-third occurred in hospitals (and 13
i  ’dekfchs in jails), and exaggerated the normal mortality of the towns.

9. Corrected death-rates as well as crude death-rates are shown in Table I. B y a corrected rate is meant 
• the rate calculated for the population of each town on the basis that its age- and sex-constitution is the same 
J as for the Island, and also excluding from the total deaths those in hospital of estate coolies and other persons 
y- who are not town residents. The corrected rate should thus furnish a more satisfactory test of the comparative
^health of the towns'than the crude rate. For the wards o f the town of Colombo only crude death-rates are 

.^available. ,
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10. Of the towns, excluding Vavuniya and Ltinugala, the highest death-rate was in" Kurunegala (72’ 42, 
iverage 57'49), and the lowest in Nuwara Eliya (13*10, average 15-14). In the other towns the death-rate 
ranged from  65-26 in Gampola (average 52'64), 62-52 in Tangalla (average 37-96), "62-80 in Anuradhapura 
average 56-16), 46-96 in Mullaittivu (average 49-91), and 45-77 in Mannar (average 33-14), to 19-52 in Matale 
'average 45-96), 19-48 in Kegalla (average 22-70), 18-14 in Moratuwa (average 21-59), 17-56 in Nawalapitiya 
average 24’-37), and 17-46 in Negombo (average 28-66).
, - 11. In  the town of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 476— of which 264 were of males and 212
rf females— corresponding to an annual corrected death-rate of 30-63 per 1,000 per annum, as against 27-22 
luring the preceding month, 35-23 in the corresponding month of last year, and 35-71 the average for the 
eighteen months, July, 1907, to December, 1908. The^jty, therefore, was healthier than usual, though not so 
healthy as in the preceding month. Omitting the Fort and Galle Face Ward and the Pettah W ard, which 
3ontain-a population mainly adult and floating, Kollupitiya shows this month the lowest crude death-rate (20-10, 
average 24-15), and New Bazaar the highest rate (28-02, average 33-02). In the other wards the death-rate 
ranged from 20-56 in'St. Paul’ s (average 25-17), 21-58 in St. Sebastian (average 24-31), to 25-59 in Maradana 
exclusive of hospitals (average 31-67) and 25-79 in Slave Island (average 30-29).

Infantile Mortality.
, 12. The infantile mortality of the 31 towns was equal to a rate of 253 per 1,000 births registered, as

against 230 in the previous month, 218 in the corresponding month of last year, and 254 the average for the 
eighteen months, July, 1907, to December, 1908. In the towns having an estimated population of 5,000 or 
more the mortality ranged from 571 in Kurunegala (average 347), 500 in Anuradhapura (average 395), and 
360 in Batticaloa (average 338), to 111 in Negombo (average 164), 74 in Kalutara (average 171). 71 in Matale 
(average 241),.and 45 in Weligama (average 155).

13. The infantile mortality in the town of Colombo was 344 per 1,000 births registered, as against 223 
in the previous month, 309 in the corresponding month of last year, and 336 the average for the eighteen-months, 
July. 1907., to December, 1908. The infantile mortality given in Table III. for each ward enables a comparison 
to be made of the health of the various wards. The lowest mortality was in Kollupitiya (276 per 1,000 births, 
averafe 331), followed by St. Paul’s (321, average 417), and the highest mortality was in Slave Island (514, 
average. 361), followed by New Bazaar (400. average 459).

Causes of Death.
14. Table II. in. the Appendix gives for each town and race the principal causes of deaths registered 

during the month, and shows the infantile mortality separately from the mortality for one year and over.
A  15., Table IV. gives similar information for each ward and race of the Colombo Municipality.

16. " - Inf ants,— Out of the 1,399 deaths from all causes in the 31 towns, 271 or a little less than one-fifth 
were among infants under one year. Of these, the chief causes were 95 C on vu lsion s (of which 39 in Colombo, 
17 in Gaille, 7 in K andy); 56 D eb ility  ( of which 20 in Colombo, 7 in Batticaloa, 5 in Jaffna); 21 P rem a tu re  B irth  
(of winch 6 in Jaffna, 5 in Colom bo); 21 T eta n u s (of which 14 in Colombo, 4 in Jaffna, and 3 in M atara); 17 
P n eu m on ia  (of which 9 in Colombo, 3 in Galle, 2 in Moratuwa); 13 B ro n ch itis  (of which 7 in Colombo, 4 in Jaffna); 
and 12 D iarrhoea  (of which 4 in Colombo, 2 in Matara).

17. In the town of Colombo C on vu lsion s accounted for the highest mortality, viz., 39, which were 
distributed as follow s:— 11 in Slave Island, 8 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals', 5 in New Bazaar, 4 in 
Kotahena, 3 each in St. Sebastian and Kolluptiya, 2 each in St Paul’s and Maradana hospitals, and 1 in Pettah. 
The next highest'mortality (20) was from D e b ility  (5 in Maradana hospitals, 3 in Slave Island), followed by 
T itd n tis t f  (5-in Kotahena), P n eu m on ia  9 (4 in Maradana exclusive o f hospitals), and B ro n ch itis  7 (2 each in 
St; Paul’s and Kotahena)..
y : 18. General Mortality (One Year and over).— Out of the 1,128 deaths of persons one year and over in age, 
there were 203 due to D iarrh oea  a n d  D y sen tery , of which 29 were in Colombo, 20 each in Kandy and Matale, 
16 in Kurunegala, 13 in Galle ; 147 due to P n eu m on ia , of which 49 were in Colombo, 12 in Kurunegala, 13 in 
Galle, 16 in Trincoinalee; 89 due to P h th is is , of which 56 were in Colombo, 8 in Galle, 5 in K a n d y ; 61 to 
D oefm iu s D u od en a lis, of which 51 were among Tamils, almost all of whom were coolies; 54 to R em itten t Fever, 
of which 13 were in Jaffna, 10 in Colombo, 9 in Tangalla, 7 in Galle; 41  to M a la ria l C a ch ex ia , o f which 6 -were in 
Puttalam, 5 each in Matale, Jaffna, and Batticaloa; 37 to E n teric  F e v e r , of which 23 were in Colombo, 7 in 
Moratuwa; 24" to B ro n ch itis , of which 10 were in Colombo, 3 in Jaffna, 2 each in Kalutara and Matara ; 20 to 
Bright’e  D isease a n d  N ep h ritis , of which 9 were in Colombo, 2 each in Moratuwa, Mullaittivu, and B adulla; 
16 t0 Puerperal F ev er , of which 5 were in Batticaloa, 3 in Jaffna ; 12 to S im p le  F e v e r , of which 6 were in Colombo,
3 in Anuradhapura, 2 in Jaffna ; and 5 to S m a llp ox  in Colombo.
' -  19.^ In  the town of Colombo the highest mortality was from P h th is is  (56), o f which 18 were in Maradana

-hospitals, and|9 each in New Bazaar and Maradana exclusive of hospitals, followed by P n eu m o n ia  49 (21 in 
Maradana hospitals, 7 each in'St. Paul’s and Kotahena); D y sen tery  16 (8 in Maradana hospitals) ; D ia rrh oea  13 
(5 in Maradana hospitals); and E n teric  F ev er  23 (9 in Maradana hospitals, 5 each in New Bazaar and Maradana 
exdusiyeof hospitals, 3 in Kotahena, and 1 in St. Sebastian). Altogether in this and the two preceding months 

. over 230 cases of Enteric Fever were reported to the Municipal authorities, and 72 deaths were registered from 
thisJicause.

. 20. In the month under review 5 deaths (against 7 in the two preceding months) were registered in the ■ 
town of Colombo as due to Smallpox, all of which occurred in the Infectious Diseases Hospital, Kanatta (2 from 
Slave Island, and 1 each from New Bazaar, Maradana, and Kollupitiya). Altogether in this and the two 
preceding months over 71 cases were reported to the Municipal authorities, and 19 'deaths Jwere ^registered 

.from, this cause. . 4)6
.. . . 21. The. other chief causes of death in the town of Colombo were R em itten t F e v er  10, B r o n c h itis  10,
B right’.s  D ieease and N ep h ritis 9, and C on vu lsion s 8.

; « 22, P ercentage o f the P r in cip a l C a u ses'o f D ea th  a t a ll A g e s .— Of the total number of deaths at all ages 
in the towns, Diarrhoea and Dysentery accounted for more than 15 per cent., Bronchitis and Pneumonia more 
than: 14 per cent,, Infantile Convulsions more than 8 per cent., various kinds of fever nearly 8 per cent., Debility 
nearly 7 per oent.,andPhthisis more than 6 per cent.

23. Of the total number of deaths at all ages in the town of Colombo, Bronchitis and Pneumonia 
accounted formearly 15 per cent, Phthisis nearly 12 per cent,, Infantile Convulsions nearly 10 per cent., various 

£ lands.of fevermqre than 8 per cent., Diarrhoea and Dysentery nearly 7 per cent., and Debility nearly 6 per cent.
Registrar-General’s Office, 
Colombo, May 18, 1909. P. A bustachalam,

Registrar-General.
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RICHARDS, ACTING GOVERNMENT PRINTER,
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