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No. 6,319 — FRIDAY, JULY. 16, 1909.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
‘ MONTH OF JUNE, 1909,

Report of the Registrar-General. : -

: Taxs report deals with the Vital Statistios of the 31 principal towns of the Island proclaimed uxder
. gections 31 to 36 of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. :
: Births,

2. Births registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,068 (587 males and 499 females),
- and were equal to an annual rate of 25:92 per 1,000, against 28-18 during the preceding month,
30- 39 in the corresponding month of last year, and 3053 the monthly average for the 18 months, July,.1907, °
to December, 1908, monthly statistics having been first published in J uly. Of the towns (excldding Vavuniya -
" and Lunugala, which have a population under 1,000), the highest birth-rate was in Mannar (5291, average -
34-99), and the lowest in Mullaittivu, where no births were registered.

3. In the town of Colombo the births numbered 390 (204 males and 186 females), and were equal to an
annual rate of 25°80 per 1,000, against 2222 in the preceding month, 2632 in the corresponding month of
last year, and 2523 the monthly average. Of the wards (omitting Fort and Galle Face and the Pettah, which
contain a population mainly adult and floating), the highest birth-rate was in New Bazaar (30°00, average
22+66), and the lowest in Kollupitiya (15°95, average 15-92). N

Deaths.

: 4. The deaths registered in the. 31 towns during the month numbered 1,443 (827 males and .
616 females), and were equal to an annual rate of 2906 per 1,000, against 28 51 during the preceding month,
3148 in the corresponding month of last year, and 32°47 the monthly average. The highest death-rate was
in Tangalla (6051, average 37*96), and the lowest in Moratuwa (16°92, average 21°59). The death-rate of

- Tangalle has been abnormal since March last. Tt is attributed to a severe epidemic of fever due to tunusual
rainfall following drought. E

5. In the town of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 555 (335 males and 220 females), and were

. equal to an annual rate of 33:94 per 1,000, against 28:00 during the preceding month, 34'85 in the corresponding

" month of last year, and 35°71 the monthly average. Omitting the Fort and Galle Face Ward and the Pettaly,
Ward, the lowest death-rate was in Kollupitiya (1498, average 24-15), and the highest in the Maradana Ward:
exclusive of hospitals (30-10, average 31°67). 2

Infantile Mortality.

8. The infantile mortality of the 31 towns was equal to a rate of 277 per 1,000 births registdred, -
against 240 in the previous month and in the corresponding month of last year and 254 the monthly average. .
In the towns having an estimated population of 5,000 or more, the infant mortality ranged from 615 in
Kurunegale (average 347) to 91 in Nuwara Eliya (average 334) and zero in Matale and Anuradhapura.

. "7, The infantile mortality in the town of Colombo was 323 per 1,000 births registered, against, 308 ir -
she previous month, 318 in the corresponding month of last year, and 336 the monthly average, and ranged
from 677 in Slave Island (average 361) to 167 in St. Sebastian (average 339). : ‘

Causes of Death,

8. Infants.—Out of the 1,443 deaths from. all causes at all-ages in-the 31 towns, 295 were among™

infants under one year. Of these, the chief causes were 95 Conwvulsions (31 in Colombo, 7 each in Negombo,
Kalutara, and Matara) ; 48 Debility (14 in Colombo, 13 in Batticalom, 7 in Kandy); 25 Pneumonia. (14 in
Colombo, 4 in Moratuwa). :
: 9. Out of the 555 deaths from all causes at all ages in the town of Colombo, 126 were among, infants
under one year. Of these, the chief causes were 31 Convulsions (10 in Maradana exclusive of hospit'a,ls,'(f in
Slave Island, 5 in St. Paul's); 15 Tetanus (5 in Kotahena, 4 in St. Paul’'s); 14 Pnewmonia (6 in Kotahena, 5'in
Maradans exclusive of hospitals). -

10. General Mortality (One Year and over).—Out of the 1,148 deaths of persons one year and over in dge
- there. were 153 from Pneumonia {of which 65 in Colombo); 131 from Diarrhea; 105 from Phthisis (of;w}iic};
817in.Colombo) ; 91 from Dysentery ; 41 from Enteric Fever (of which 31 in Colombo and 4 in Moratuws).  °

11. The highest mortality in the town of Colombo was from Pneumonia (12 per cent. of all deaths),
followed by Phthisis(11 per cent.) and Enteric Fever (8 per cent.). Themajority of the deaths were in Maradana
hospitaels : 25 Pneumonia, 25 Phthisis, and 10 EntericFever. . Maradanaexclusiveofhospitals contributed more

Ad?'&t_;}is‘tha,n the other wards : 12 Pneumonia, 8 Phthisis, and 7 Enteric.

12, Taking all the towns together, Diarrhoea and Dysentery contributed the highes®mortality (18 per
?781;)17.), folio)wed by Bronchitis and Pneumonia (15 per cént.), Infantile Convulsions (8 per cent.), and Phthisis
(7 per cent.). ) .

13.. For detailed information see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables ITI. and IV. for Colombo
town, in the Appendix. . :

Ll Registrar-General’s Office ) K | F. AnynacH n
s -
: Cotombo, Jaly 13, 1905, Reggstra,r General,
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