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PART I.

No. 6,324 — FRIDAY, AUGUST 20, 1909.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 

MONTH OF JULY, 1909.

Report of the Registrar-General.
This Report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 31 principal towns of the Island proclaimed under 

sections 31 to 36 of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.

Births.
o The births registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,091 (583 males and 508 females), 

and were equal to an annual rate of 26-52 per 1,000, against 25-92 during the preceding, month 27 • 54 m the 
corresponding month of last year, and 30-37 the monthly average for the 24 months, July, 1907, to June, 
1909 Of the towns (excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala which have ®
birth-rate was in Mullaittivu (49'81, average 31-67), and the lowest in Kegalla (4 52, average -7 77).

3 In the city of Colombo the births numbered 368 (188 males and 180 females), and were equal to 
,, .,,7k6 1 000 against 25-80 in the preceding month, 20-56 m the corresponding month of
ast X  and 4  18 the mon hly avefage. Of the ward? (omitting Fort and Galle Face and the Pettah, which

andgfloating), the highest birth-rate was in New Bazaar (25-96, average
2a-13), and the lowest in St. Paul’s (13*59, average 18 31).

Deaths.
4 The deaths registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,479 (841 males and 638 females), 

and were equal to an annual rate of 29-85 per 1,000, against 29-06 during the preceding month 3- 58 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 32-29 the monthly average. E xcludm g  Vavuniya and Lunugala, the
S iK S - X  w « i„ (80' »5 «  -  th .»  double the ^ 3 2
(72-62 average 59-82), and the lowest in Kegalla 14-13, average 23 48). The unHealttuness ot Batticaloa 
io L  is abnormal, and has been increasing since April last, when the rate was 45 ■ 42. In the month under review 
there appears to have been an epidemic of dysentery causing 22 deaths, and pneumonia causing 11 deaths.

5 In the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 548 (331 males and 217 females), and were 
equal to an annual rate of 32 • 35 per 1,000, against 33 • 94 during the preceding month, 39 -29 in the correspond
ing month of last year, and 35 ■ 04 the monthly average. Tiie city was thus healthier than usual. Omitting 
the Fort and Galle Face ward and the Pettah ward, the lowest death-rate was in Kollupitiya (19‘ 45, average. 
21-67), and the highest in Slave Island (29 • 60, average 28 ‘ 42).

Infantile Mortality.
6 The infantile mortality of the 31 towns was equal to a rate of 271 per 1,000 births registered, against 

’77 in the previous month, 294 in the corresponding month of last year, and 254 the monthly average. In  the 
towns having an estimated population of 5,000 or more, the infant mortality ranged from 448 in Batticaloa 
(average 343) to 103 in Trincomalee (average 269).

7 The infantile mortality in the city of Colombo was 364 per 1,000 births registered, against 323 in the 
previous" m o n t h ,  430 in the corresponding month of last year, and 329 the monthly average, and ranged from 
56’ in Slave Island (average 357) to 384 in San Sebastian (average 323) and 125 in Pettah (average 440).,

Causes of Death.
8. Infants.—Out of the 1,479 deaths from all causes at all ages in the 31 towns, 296 were among infants 

under one year. Of these, the chief causes were 95 Convulsions (38 in Colombo, 12 in Galle, 7 in Matara, 6 in 
Kandy); 42 Debility (15 in Colombo, 7 in Batticaloa); 32 Pneutnonia (20 in Colombo, 3 each in Moratuwa and 
Kandy). „



( ? )
•

9. Out of the 548 deaths from all causes at all ages in the city of Colombo, 134 were among infants 
under one year. Of these, the chief causes were 38 Convulsions (10 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals, 7 each jn 
New Bazaar and Slave Island, 6 in Kotahena, 5 in Kollupitiya); 20 Pneumonia (6 in Kotahena, 4 in Slave 
Island) ; 17 Vetamms (5 each in Kotahena and- New B a z a a r ) 15 Bronchitis (4 in New Bazaar, 3 each in San 
Sebastian and' Kotahena),

10. General Mortality (One Year and over).—Out of the 1,183'fdeaths of persons one year and over 
in age, there were 166 from Pneumonia (of which 62 in Colombo, 12 in Kandy, 11 in Batticaloa); 140 from 
Diarrhoea ; 134 from Phthisis (of which 89 in Colombo, 9 in Galle); 127 from Dysentery • 39 from Enteric Fever 
(of which 23 in Colombo, 4 in Moratuwa).

11. The highest mortality in the town of Colombo was from Phthisis (16 per cent, of all deaths), followed 
by Pneumonia (11 per cent.) and Enteric Fever (4 per cent.). The majority of the deaths were in Maradana 
hospitals : 28 Phthisis, 17 Pneumonia, and 10 Enteric Fever. Maradana exclusive of hospitals contributed 
more deaths'frorn these causes than the other wards : 19 Phthisis, 9 Pneumonia, and 3 Enteric Fever.

12. Taking all the towns together, Diarrhoea and Dysentery contributed the highest mortality (20 per 
cent.), followed by Bronchitis and Pneumonia (16 per cent.), Phthisis (9 per cent.), and Infantile Convulsions 
(8 per cent.).

13. For detailed information see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV. for the city of 
Colombo, in the Appendix.

Registrar-General’s Office, P. A rtjnachalam,
Colombo, August 12, 1909. Registrar-General.
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H. M. RICHARDS, ACTING GOVERNMENT P R IN T E R , COLOMBO, CEYLON.

H
er

e 
ar

e 
in

cl
ud

ed
 1

5 
de

at
hs

 fr
om

 D
eb

ili
ty

, 
14

 f
ro

m
 W

or
m

s,
 1

- 
fr

om
 E

nt
er

it
is

, 
11

 f
ro

m
 O

ld
 A

ge
, a

nd
 5

 f
ro

m
 A

po
pl

ex
y.


