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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF NOVEMBER; 1909.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

T h is repo rt deals w ith  the V ital S tatistics of the 31 principal tow ns in  the Island proclaim ed .under 
sections 31 to  36 of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.

Births.
2. The b irths registered in  th e  31 towns during the m onth  num bered 1,317 (675 m ales an d  642 females), 

and  were equal to  an  annual ra te  of 33-09 per 1,000, against 27 -21 during  the  preceding m onth , 33-91 in  the 
corresponding m onth of last year, an d  30-37 the m onthly average fo r th e  24 m onths, Ju ly , 1907, to  Ju n e , 1909. 
Of the  towns (excluding V avuniya an d  Lunugala, which have a  population  under 1,000), the highest b irth -ra te  
was in  M atara  (61 -54, average 39 -01), and th e  lowest in  H a tto n  an d  D ikoya (6 -43, average 16 -28).

3. In  the city of Colombo th e  b irths num bered 484 (254 m ales an d  230 females), an d  were equal to  an  
annual ra te  of 32-03 per 1,000, against 23 -50 in  the preceding m onth , 27 -54 in  the corresponding m onth  of last 
year, and 25-18 the m onthly average. Of the wards (om itting F o rt and  Galle Face and the  P e tta h , which 
contain  a  population m ainly adu lt and floating), the highest b irth -ra te  was in  K otahena (32-41, average 
22-10), and th e  lowest in  St. Paul’s (23*57, average 18-31).

Deaths.
4. The deaths registered in the  31 towns during the m onth  num bered 1,379 (765males and 614 females), 

and  were equal to  an annual ra te  of 28 • 14 per 1,000, against 27 -89 during the  preceding m onth , 38 -25 in  th e  ‘ 
corresponding m onth of last year, an d  32 -29 the m onthly average. The health  of the town was thus better 
than  usual, b u t slightly worse th an  in  the previous month. Excluding V avuniya and Lunugala, the highest 
death-rate was in  P u tta lam  (54 -74, average 41-70), and the  lowest in  Tangalla '(9 -62, average 44-93).

5. The m ortality  in  the P u tta lam  town rose (from an  average of 41 -70) to  59-88 in  Ju ly  an d  66-79 
in  A ugust, b u t declined in  Septem ber to  27 -64, which is m uch below the  m ean, and to  39-15 in  October. 
This im provem ent, however, was n o t m aintained, the ra te  having in  th e  following m onth  risen to  54-74. 
The unhealthiness is a ttr ib u ted  to  th e  depressing action of chills during  the  m onth due to  th e  bursting  of 
the north-east monsoon.

The unhealthiness of Jaffna  tow n referred to  in  m y rep o rt for O ctober is a ttrib u ted  b y  the Provincial 
Surgeon to  climatic influence, hot days an d  nights with chilly m ornings causing pneum onia an d  bowel com ­
plaints and high m ortality  am ong infants-

6. I n  the  city of Colombo th e  deaths registered num bered 443 (251 m ales and 192 females), a n d  were 
equal to  an  annual ra te  of 27 • 17 per 1,000, against 26-94 d in ing  th e  preceding m onth , 43 -61 in  th e  correspond­
ing m onth of last year, and 35-04 th e  m onthly average. The c ity  w as thus healthier th a n  usual, b u t  slightly 
worse th an  in  the preceding m onth. O m itting the F o rt and  Galle F ace W ard  and  the P e tta h  W ard , th e  lowest 
death -ra te  was in  K ollupitiya (13 -91, average 21 -67), and the  highest in  San Sebastian (24 -99, average 23 -78).

Infantile Mortality.
7. The infantile m orta lity  of the 31 towns was equal to  a  ra te  of 222 per 1,000 b irths registered , against 

237 in  th e  previous m onth , 280 in  the corresponding m onth  of last year, and  254 the m onth ly  average. In  
the  tow ns having an  estim ated population of 5,000 or m ore, the  in fan t m orta lity  ranged from  a  ra te  of 545 in  
P u tta lam  (average 276) to  74 in M atara  (average 174).

8. The infantile m ortality  in  the city  of Colombo was 238 p er 1,000 b ir th s  registered, against 253 in  the 
previous m onth , 391 in  th e  corresponding m onth  of last yea r, and  329 th e  m on th ly  average, an d  ranged  from  
455 in  San Sebastian (average 323) to  149 in  St. Paul’s (average 406), an d  149 in  K ollup itiya  (average 314).

Causes of Death.
9. Infants.—Out of the  1,379 deaths from’all causes a t  all ages in  the  31 tow ns, 292 were am ong infants 

u n d er one year. Of these, the  chief causes were 88 Convulsions (28 in  Colombo, 13 in  Galle, 6 in  H am ban to ta , 
5 each in  Trincomaiee and  A nuradhapura); 58 Debility (23 in  Colombo, 7 in  Jaffna); 25 Tetanus (14 in  Colombo, 
5 each in  M oratuw a and Ja ffn a ); 23 Diarrhoea (9 in  Colombo, 4 in  Jaffna).



( 2 )

10. Out of the 443 deaths from all causes a t all ages in the city of Colombo, 115 were among infants 
under one year. Of these, the chief causes were 28 Convulsions (12 in M aradana exclusive of hospitals, 5 in 
K ollupitiya, 4 in Slave Island) ; 23 Debility (6 each in  M aradana hospitals and Slave Island) ; 14 Tetanus (8 
in  K otahena, 5 in New Bazaar).

11. General Mortality (One year and over).—-Out of the 1,087 deaths of persons one year and over in 
age in the 31 towns, there were 145 from Diarrhoea, 120 from Phthisis (60 in  Colombo, 18 in  Galle, 7 in Jaffna, 
5 each in K andy and M atara); 115 from Pneumonia (37 in  Colombo, 13 in  Trincomalee, 9 in  Galle, 7 each in 
Moratuwa and Batticaloa, 5 each in Negombo and R atnapura) ; 108 from Dysentery ; 50 from Dochmius

. Duocknalis ; 30 from Enteric Fever (11 in Colombo, 5 in  Kandy).
12. The highest m ortality in the town of Colombo was from Phthisis (18 per cent, of all deaths one 

year and over), followed by Pneumonia (11 per cen t), Diarrhoea (6 per- cent.), Enteric Fever (3 per cent.). Out 
of 120 deaths from Phthisis in all the towns, 60 occurred in Colombo. This and Pneumonia  were responsible 
for 111 deaths a t all ages in the city, or 25 per cent, of the deaths from all causes in  it.

13. Taking all the towns together, Diarrhoea and Dysentery contributed the highest m ortality  (20 per 
cent.), followed by Bronchitis and Pneumonia (12 per cent.), Phthisis (9 per cent.), and  Infantile Convulsions 
.(8 per cent.).

14. For detailed information see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables I I I .  and IV. for the city 
■of Colombo, in  the Appendix.

Registrar-General’s Office, P. A runaohalam ,
Colombo, December 13, 1909. Registrar-General.
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