
report of the registrar-general.
This report dealt* with the Vital Statistics of the 31 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under 

sections 31 to 36 of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1896. . i
Births.

•> The births registered in tho 31 towns during the month numbered 1,238 (654males and 584 females), 
and were equal to an annual rate of 30-10 per 1,000, against 33-09 during tho preceding month 30 43 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 30-37 the monthty average for the 24 months 1907, to June,1909.
Of the towns fexcluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, which have a population under 1,000), the highest birth-rate 
was in Chilaw (61 • 92. average 36'04). and the lowest in Hatton and Dikoya (6-13, average 16-28).

3 In the city of Colombo the births numbered 420 (231 males and 189 females), and were equal to  an 
annual rate of 26 89 |x>r 1.000. against 32-03 in the preceding month, 23 - 71 in the corresponding month offcast 
year and 26 -18 the monthly average. Of the wards (omitting Fort and Galle Face and the Pettah, which 
contain a population mainly adult and floating), the highest birth-rate was in Kotahena (31 • 97, average 22 -10), 
and the lowest in Sun Sebastian (17* 59, average 21 • 94). . >.> *

Deaths.,
• *1^4 4.<fcThe deaths registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered l,528i(859 males and 669 females), 
andjwere equal to an annual rate of 29-93 per 1,000, against 28-14 during the preceding month, 41-89 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 32-29 the monthly average). The health of the towns was thus better 
than usual, but slightly worse than in the previous month. Excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, the highest 
death-rate was in Mullaittivu (72-71. average 52-29), followed by Ratnapura (60-73, average 3§-29), and the 
lowest in Nuwara Eliya (5*44, average 14*32). *

6. In the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 572 (317 males and 255 females), arid were - 
equal to an annual rate of 33 • 28 |>or 1,000, Against 27-17 during the preceding month, 45 • 56 in. the correspond-1 
ing month of last year, and 35 • 04 the monthly average. The city was thus healthier than usual, but not so,,'* 
healthy as in the previous month. Omitting the Fort and Galle Face Ward and the Pettah Ward, the lowest Jf 
death-rate was in Kollupitiya (14-46, average 21-67), and the highest in New Bazaar (30-82, average 31 -62).^

Infantile Mortality.
% 6. The infantile mortality of the 31 towns was equal to a rate of 287 per 1,000 births registered, agairistf'
222 in the previous month, 354 in the corresponding month of last year, and 254 the monthly average. Hi the& 
towns having an estimated population of 5,000 or more, the infant mortality ranged from a rate of 556 in ' '  
Anuradhapura (average 405) to 36 in Weligama (average 128).

7. The infantile mortality in the city of Colombo was 374 per 1,000 births registered, against 238 in 
the previous month. 469 in the corresponding month of last year, and 329 the monthly average, and range$»; 
from 627 in New Bazaar (average 420) to 146 in Kollupitiya (average 314).

Causes of Death. ; , *
8. Infants.—Out of the 1,528 deaths from all causes at all ages in the 31 towns, 355 were among iisiants 

under one year. Of these, the chief causes were 113 Convulsions (including 44 in Colombo, 20 in Galle, 6 iri » 
Matara); 70 Debility (32 in Colombo, 7 each in Kandy and Jaffna, 5 in Moratuwa); 42 Premature Birth (12 in : 
Colombo, 6 each in Moratuwa and Kandy, 5 imKalutara); 22 Pneumonia (8 in Colombo, 2 each iri Galle and < 
Badulla). ,■ i

®- the572 deaths from allcauBes at all ages in the city of Colombo, 157 were amonginfoatsunder ,
one year. Of these, Iw, chief causes were 44 Convulsions (14 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals, 9 in^&!fcahena,
8 in New Bazaar , 5 m Kollupitiya); 32 Detain/ (9 in New Baaaar, 8 in Slave Island); 14 Tetanus (4 inKotaheria,
3 in San Sebastian). * • . *  r



10. General Mortality (One year and over).— Out of the 1,173 deaths of persons one year and over in 
age in the 31 towns, there were 178 from Diarrhoea, 121 from Pneumonia (57 in Colombo, 10 in Galle, 7 in  
Trincomalee, 6 in Jaffna); 106 from Phthisis (45 in Colombo, 16 in Galle, 6 each in Kandy and Kurunegala„ 
5 each in Moratuwa and Matara); 97 from Dysentery ; 54 from Dochmius Duodenalis ; 32 from Enteric Fever 
(15 in Colombo, 4k in Moratuwa, 3.in Kandy).

11. The highest mortality in the town of Colombo was from Pneumonia (14 per cent, of all deaths 
one year and over), followed by Phthisis (11 per cent.), Diarrhoea (7 per cent.), Dysentery (6 per cent.), Bron­
chitis and Enteric Fever (each 4 per cent.). Out of 109 deaths from Phthisis in all towns, 48 occurred in Colombo. 
This and Pneumonia were responsible for 113 deaths at all ages in the city, or 20 per cent, of the deaths from 
all causes in it.

f

12. Taking all the towns together, Diarrhoea and Dysentery contributed the highest mortality (19 per 
cent.), followed by Bronchitis and Pneumonia (12 per cent.), Infantile Convulsions (8 per cent.), and Phthisis 
(7 per cent.).

13. For detailed information! see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV. for the city  
o f Colombo, in the Appendix.

Registrar-General’s Office,
Colombo, January 17, 1910.

P. A bun ach alam ,
Registrar-General.
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