" and the lowest in San Sebastian (1759, average 21-94). .,

. Of the towns {excluding Vavuniya an

. year, and 25°18 the monthly average.
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' VETAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
MONTH OF DECEMBER, 1909,

¢

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
h the Vital Statistics of the 31 principal towns in the Island proclaimed undér

THI8 roport deals wit
sections 31 to 36 of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. ) CL .

Births.

n the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,238 (654 males and 584 females),
of 30 10 per 1,000, against 3309 during the preceding month, 30-43 in the
and 30- 37 the monthly average for the 24 months, July; 1907, to June, 1909.
d Lunugala, which have & population under 1,000), the highest birth-rate
and the lowest in Hatton and Dikoya (613, average 16-28).

births numbered 420 (231 males and 189 females), and were equal tor an
¢ 32+03 in the preceding month, 23- 71 in the corresponding month offist
Of the wards (omitting Fort and Galle Face and the Pettah, which
the highest birth-rate was in Kotahena (3197, average 22-10), -

2. The births rogistored i
and were equal to an annual rato
corresponding month of last yoar.

was in Chilaw (81-92, average 36-04),

‘3. In the city oi Colombo the
annual rate of 2689 por 1,000, agains

contain a population mainly adult and floating),

3 ko2 L P Deaths. . _
I a4 4.%The deaths rogistored in the 31 towns during the month numbe_>red 1,5281(859; males and 669 females),
and[were equal to an annual rate of 29°93 per 1,000, against 28-14 during the preceding month, 41-89 in the.
corresponding month of last year, and 3229 the monthly average). The health of the towns was thus better
than usual, but slightly worse than in the previous month. Excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, the highest
death-rate was in Mullaittivu (72-71. average 52°29), followed by Ratnapura (60'73, average 38-29), and the
lowest in Nuwara Eliya (5° 14, average 14°32). . o : .

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 572 (317 males and 255 females), and were
equal to an annual rate of 33- 28 per 1,000, against 2717 during the preceding month, 45° 56 in the eorrespond7,1§
ing month of last yoar. and 35° 04 the monthly average. The city was thus healthier than usual, but not so;.’
healthy as in the previous month. Omitting the Fort and Galle Face Ward and the Pettah Ward, the lowest\gé
death-rate was in Kollupitiya (14-46, average 21°67), and the highest in New Bazaar (39°82, average 31" 62).;

)

Infantile Mortality. o : B

? 8. Theinfantile mortality of the 31 towns was equal to a rate of 287 per 1,000 births registered, against
222 in the previous month, 354 in the corresponding month of last year, and 254 the monthly average. In the™
towns having an estimatod population of 5,000 or more, the infant mortality ranged from a rate of 555
Anuradhapura (average 405) to 36 in Weligama (average 128). - T
7. The infantile mortality in the city of Colombo was 374 per 1,000 births registered, against 238’
the previous month. 469 in the corresponding month of last year, and 329 the monthly average, and rangog:
from 627 in New Bazaar (average 420) to 146 in Kollupitiys (average 314). _ T

. Causes of Death, - N
8. [nfants.—Out of the 1,528 deaths from all causes at all ages in the 31 towns, 355 were ’@molllg i‘iﬁaﬁt& .

P

e

%" under one year. Of these, the chief causes were 113 Convulsions (including 44 in Colombo, ‘20 in Galle; 6 in™

. Matara) ; 70 Debidity (32 in Colombo, 7 each in Kandy and Jaffna, 5 in Moratuwa) ; 42 Premature Birth (12 in.*

(];Oal‘;ﬁll:;. 8 each in Moratuwa and Kandy, 5 in.Kalutara) ; 22 Pudumonia (8 in Colombo, 2 eachi 'in Galls and ®
9. Qut of the §72 deaths from allcaumes at all ages in the city of Colombo, 157 were a.mongmfan f‘ ia.n"\dei;:
one year. Of thees, ig chief causes were 44 Convulsions (14 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals; 9 inKotakiens, =

8in New Basaat, 5 in Kollupitiya) ; 32 Debility (9 in Now Bagaar, 8 in Slave Island) ; 14 Tetanus (4 inK otaheha,

3 in San Scbhastian).



(2)

10. General Mortality (One year and over).—Out of the 1,173 deaths of persons one year and over in
age in the 31 towns, there were 178 from Diarrhea, 121 from Pneumoma (87 in Colombo, 10 in Galle, 7 in
Trmcomalee 6 in Jaffna); 106 from Phthisis (45 in Colombo, 16 in Galle, 6 each in Kandy and Kurunegala.,,

5 each in Moratuwa and Matara) ; 97 from Dysentery ; 54 from Dochmius Duodenalis ; 32 from Enteric Fever
(15 in Colombo, 4 in Moratuwa, 3 in Kandy).

11. 'The highest mortality in the town of Colombo was from Pneumonia (14 per cent. of all deaths
one year and over), followed by Phthisis (11 per cent.), Diarrhoea (7 per cent.), Dysentery (6 per cent.), Bron-

chitis and Enderic Fever (each 4 per cent.). Out of 109 deaths from Phthisisin all towns, 48 occurred in Colombo.
This and Preumontia were responsible for 113 deaths at all ages in the city, or 20 per cent. of the deaths from
all causes in it.

12. Taking all thé towns together, Diarrhea and Dysentery contributed the highest mortality (19 per
cent.), followed by Bronchitis and Pneumonia (12 per cent.), Infantile Convulsions (8 per cent.), and Phthisis
{7 per cent.).

13. For detailed information, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables IIL. and IV. for the city
of Colombo, in the Appendix.

Registrag-General’s Office, : P. ArunacHALAM,
. Colombo, January 17, 1910. Registrar-General.
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(9 in Maradana hospitals. 7 in Kotahena)
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H. C. COTTLE, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.



