
VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF JANUARY, 1910'

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
This report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 31 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under 

sections 31 to 36 of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Births.

2. The births registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,299 (660 males and 639 females), 
and were equal to an annual rate of 31-06 per 1,000, against 30-10 during the preceding month, 34- 06 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 29-94 the monthly average for the 30 months, July, 1907, to December,' 
1909. Of the towns (excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, which have a population under 1,000), thehighest birth­
rate was in Mannar (56-44, average 40- 56), and the lowest in Hatton and Dikoya (11-84, average 15-80).

3. In the city of Colombo the births numbered 426 (209 males and 217 females), and were equal to an 
annual rate of 26 • 74 per 1,000, against 26 ■ 89 in the preceding month, 27 "02 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 25'12 the monthly average. Of the wards (omitting Fort and Galle Face and the Pettah, which 
contain a population mainly adult and floating), the highest birth-rate was in New Bazaar (30-02, average 
23'20), and the lowest in St. Paul’s (15’ 20, average 18"02).

Deaths.
4. The deaths registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,530 (816 males and 714 females), 

and were equal to an annual rate of 29 ■ 86 per 1,000, against 29 - 75 during the preceding month, 38 - 63 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 31 "58 the monthly average. The health of the towns was thus better 
than usual, but slightly worse than in the previous month. Excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, the highest 
death-rate was in Mullaittivu (63*01, average 48*83), followed by Mannar (52-35, average 36-48), and the 
lowest in Kegalla (9 "30, average 22*43).

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 521 (265 males and 256 females), and were 
equal to an annual rate of 30-81 per 1,000, against 33'28 during the preceding month, 41-61 in the correspond­
ing, month of last year, and 34-03 the monthly average. The city was thus healthier than usual and than in 
the previous month. Omitting the Fort and Galle Face Ward and the Pettah Ward, the lowest death-rate was 
in Kollupitiya (20 "80, average 20*20), and the highest in New Bazaar (28*32, average 30 "80).

Infantile Mortality.
6. The infantile mortality of the 31 towns was equal to a rate of 239 per 1,000 births registered, against 

287 in the previous month, 285 in the corresponding month of last year, and 319 the monthly average. In the 
towns having an estimated population of 5,000 or more, the infant mortality ranged from a rate of 448 in 
Trincomalee (average 355) to 49 in Negombo (average 206).

7. The infantile mortality in the city of Colombo was 312 per 1,000 births registered, against 374 in 
the previous month, 367 in the corresponding month of last year, and 407 the monthly average, and ranged 
from 500 in St. Paul’s (average 390) to 93 in Kollupitiya (average 300).

Causes of Death.
8. Infants.—Out of the 1,530 deaths from all causes at all ages in the 31 towns, 311 were among infants

under one year. Of these, the chief causes were 98 Convulsions (including 28 in Colombo, 17 in Galle, 9 in 
Trincomalee); 55 Debility (25 in Colombo, 6 in Moratuwa, 4 in Matale); 36 Premature Birth (9 in Jaffna, 7 each 
in Colombo and Moratuwa); 17 Pneumonia (10 in Colombo); 16 Tetanus (11 in Colombo); 14 Bronchitis (11 in 
Colombo). . ,

9. Out of the 521 deaths from all causes at all ages in the city of Colombo, 133 were among infants 
under one year. Of these, the chief causes were 28 Convulsions (11 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals, 4 in 
New Bazaar); 25 Debility (8 in Slave Island, 5 in New Bazaar); 11 Bronchitis (3 each in Kotahena, New Bazaar, 
and Maradana exclusive of hospitals) ; 11 Tetanus (4 in St. Paul’s, 3 inNew Bazaar); 9 Pneumonia (3 in Kotahena);
7 Premature Birth (3 in Kotahena) ; 7 Diarrhoea (2 each in Kotahena, Maradana exclusive of hospitals, and 
Slave Island).
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10. General Mortality (One year and over).—Out of the 1,219 deaths of persons one year and over in 
age in the 31 towns, there were 171 from Diarrhoea (24 in Colombo); 117 from Pneumonia (36 in Colombo, 10 in 
Galle) ; 95 from Dysentery; 94 from Phthisis (49 in Colombo, 11 in Galle); 57 fromDochmius Duodenalis ;  40 from 
M alarial Cachexia ;  31 from Bronchitis ; 29 from Enteric Fever (18 in Colombo, 6 in Moratuwa).

11. The highest mortality in the town of Colombo was from Phthisis (13 per cent, of all deaths one year 
and over), followed by Pneumonia (9 per cent.), Diarrhoea (6 per cent.), Bronchitis (6 per cent.), Dysentery 
(5 per cent.), and Enteric Fever (5 per cent.).. Out of 94 deaths from Phthisis in all towns, 49 occurred in Colombo. 
This and Pneumonia were responsible for 96 deaths at all ages in the city, or 18 per cent, of the deaths from all 
causes in it.

With my report for last month there was a chart issued showing the mortality from Phthisis, 
Pneumonia, and Enteric Fever in each month of the years 1907-1909.

12. Taking all the towns together, Diarrhcea and Dysentery contributed the highest mortality (19 per
cent.);"followed by Bronchitis and Pneumonia (12 per cent.), Infantile Convulsions (8 per cent.), and Phthisis 
(6 per cent.). - -

13. For detailed information see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV. for the city of
C.QlQmbQJuin_the Appendix,... .......- .................................

Registrar-General’s Office, Artoachalam ,
Colombo, February 15, 1910. Registrar-General.
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•a - îdBiBMBiP rn~i"T 2 ̂  ~l l M l ^ l ~ l l"' - 1 1 1 1 1  M i l l  iM o „

J  "BX°draBO | | I | M ”  ̂  I I  I I I M I I I I I  I IP I l.l I— -
8 *XpuB3; M l  I M I I I I 1 1 1  |  £

~  ; 11  r  i "  i " i  M M r  i " m  i 11  n r  i i
I  m r v 5 M M 1 1 r " " ~ \ ~ i  h i m m ?  1 1 |
I  ™n,«oH " T r r r ^ T T ^ V r_i 1° ”  w m  M M I r  &1

^ | n r r "  1 r r r r r  "  m m  n - a r r  § |
1  ̂ 2 ”  | N 1352= I 2 N l i 0O'°S!§ 00 1° ” '" ;l ®'H“ | e,T i~ ,  J- i

J5 S |  g 2SS  ^ S B ^ S S ^ ^ S S S S  S 2 1000 | • « « .« .« » !  | .s
l  "  ___________ I _________ :____ :____________—  •f.i

w - 1 ............. „•• J  • • • ' • •  j  •§ M • ' l l  -3& i  i i  *  i  1 1  §> 1 1
»• | « g  ̂ a 'Sfls |  1 3  .-rS) 2 ^

H 1  g |  'g I  # I  8| |  I s  §3 d  ; g : | a
Q 3 IlS •§ Q 1 a -® K |  ! £«S
■s |  £ 3  o 4 ^§ f-a-a g S ' j . s
1 2 | |  §'§ s |  | |  | J  a gjs 1 9 § I  SJS-al'i'f i ' g l l l i - 1 1  o = w |d $ ■j>°P'4Od?o 0'*9̂ sdfl«O$fC Q..S, Z ® 0 m ̂ 3 sjl . S o a .2 ft _A a a S &■« ̂ .S>»ogj3i»fl*ag©5 as^S^BSaS^Jo^SMf l  5 c5.0 g Sffi<sSQflPo.fi<Ô QoE-(mfMO ffl PPSO S^WjaH< -* ^
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