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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNSZIN CEYLON IN THE
MONTH OF MARCH, 1910;

" REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL. * .

’ Tu1s report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 31 principal towns in the.Island proclaimed under
sections 31 to 36 of the Ordinance No.'1 of 1895. 7 : . A

“

&  Births.

. . : i - males),
2. The births registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,214 (619 ;ﬁa\:ozntgfglﬁ_ ?7 ia i'.h)e

ate of 99-03 per 1,000, against 3280 during the
:mmax&:ﬁ :fn;la::%zar d 29-94 the monthly average for the 30 months, July, 1907, to December,
1909. Of the towns (excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, which have a population under 1,000), the highest

birth-rate was in Kalpitiys (5629, average 25°23), and the lowest in Hatton and Dikoys (887, average 15°80).
3. In the city of Colombo tho births numbered 408 (218 males and 190 females), and wero equal to an

al £ 25- 1,000, against 30- 16 in the preceding month, 28-17 in the corresponding month
annual rate of 2561 per 1, 4 Of the wards (omitting Fort and Galle Face anil the Pettall, which

last year, and 25-12 the monthly average. .
contain a population mainly aduit and floating), the highest birth-rate was in Kotahena {26° 33, average 22°70),

and the lowest in St. Paul’s (12° 35, average '18'02)7 '
Doaths. : e

4. The deaths registered in the 31 towns during the inonth numbered 1,223 (649 males and 674 fen;ales),
and were equal to an annual rate of 2405 per 1,000, against 28°89.during the preceding month, 29°75 in the
corresponding month-of last year, and 3158 the monthly average. The health of the towns was thus better
than usual, and than in the previous month. Excluding Vavuniys end Lunugsla, the highest death-rate was
in Mannar (6443, average 36-48), followed by Mullaittiva (5401, average 48-83), and the lowest in Nawala~
pitiya (3:33, average 22°78). The death-rate of Mannar town has exceeded that of the preceding month
(53+50), which was the highest then recorded among all towns. The mortality began to rise in January last.

5. 'In the city of Colombo the deaghs registered numbered 405 (215 males and 190 femsles), and were
equal to an annual rate of 23 - 06 per 1,000, against 29 93 during the preceding month, 2722 in the corresponding
month of last year, and 34-03 the monthly average. - The city was thus healthier than usual, and then in the
previous month. Omitting the Fort and Galle Face Ward and the Pettah Ward, the lowest death-rate was
in Kollupitiya (15' 48, average 20°20), and the highest in Slave Island (20°45, average 28:01). ‘ R

. ) ’ s .

’ Infantile Mortality. . .o

6. The infa‘le mortality of the 31 towns was equal to a rate of 215 per 1,000 births registered, againgt.
220 in the previous Month, 230 in the torresponding month of last year, and 319 the monthly average. In the
towns having an estimated population of 5,000 or more, the infant mortality ranged from 381 in Kurynegals:
{(average 491) to 26 in Weéligama (average 103). o

7. 'The infantile mortality in the city of Colombo was 260 per 1,000 births registered, against 286°#
the previods month, 223 in the corresponding month of last year, gnd 407 the moni;h%;rs averagt% alfl rang
from 419 in Slave Island (average 368) to 73 in Kollupitiya (average 300). S

,"

S ' . Causes of De'at‘h.,‘ : s “""}

8. Infants.—Out of the 1,223 deaths from all betises st all ages in the-31 towns, 261 were smong infank
undgz: one year.. Of these, jahb chief causes were 83 Uonvulsioris. (including 26 in Colombo, 14 in (r’:‘g,‘lle)%f :
Debility (18 in Colombo, 12 in Jaffna); 21 Pneumonia (13 in Colombo), 20 Premature Birih (5 in Colombo,. 5 ixi'
Jafina); 20 Tetanus (12 in Colombo); 19 Bronchitis (9 in Colombo). , o Mk

9.- Qut of the 405 deaths from all causes at all ages in the city of Colombo, 106 were among infanta.
Endgg 912%% inolfl a.ti-le%" th_;: chleffa] causes were '26 Convulsions (15 in Maradana exclusive of .hos];i%als):nl i

08 3 ; 3 . To. ;
S teb. P“a'wul’s); 0 Br omhiﬁsa(dm3 oy New%la,z :ar &)Ifld Slave Island) ; 13 Pnewnoma (6 in Kotahena); I% ’,l’etm@,uaﬁ‘ (4
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10. General Mortality (One yoar and over).—Out of the 962 deaths of persons one year and over in age
in the 31 towns, there were 132 from Diarrheea (16 in Kandy, 14 in Ratnapura, 13 in Colombo) 124 from
Pneumonia (35 in Colombo); 94 from Phthisis (43 in Colombo, 19 in Galle) ; 61 from Dysentery (20 in Colombo) ;
54 from Dochmius Duodenalis (9 in Kandy, 9 in Ratnspura); 36 from Malarial Cachexia (5 in Mannar, 5 in
Kurunegala) ; 27 from Enteric Fever (18 in Colombo).

11. The highest mortahty in the town of Colombo was from Phthisis (14 per cent. of all deaths one year
and over), followed by Pnreumonia (12 per cent.), Dysentery (7 per cent.), Enteric Fever (6 per cent.), Diarrheea
(4percent.). Out of the 94 deaths from Phthisis in all towns, 43 occurred in Colombo. This and Preumonia
were responsible for 92 deaths at all ages in the city, or 23 per cent. of the deaths from all causes in it.

12. Taking all the towns together, Diarrhoa and Dysentery contributed the highest mortality (16 per
cent.), followed by Bronchitis and Pneumonia (15 per cent.), Phth/ww (8 per cent.), Infantile Convulsions
-(7. per cent.). .

13. For detailed information see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables IIL. and IV. for the city
of Colombo, in the Appendix.

Registrar-General’s Office, - P. ARUNACHALAM,
Colombo, April 16, 1910. _ Registrar-General.
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