
VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF APRIL, 191VJ

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL*
This report deals with the Vital Statistics o f the 31 principal towns in  the Island proclaimed under sections 31 to  36 

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Births* .

2. .The,births registered in the 31 towns during the. month numbered 1,078 (540 males and 538 females), and 
were equal to an annual rate of 26*64 per 1*,000, against 29*03 during the preceding month, 26*95 in the corresponding

' month of last year, and 29 *94 the monthly average for the thirty months, July, 1907, to December, 1909. O fthe towns 
(excluding Vavuniya and Lunugal^, which have a population under 1,000), the highest birth-rate was in; Mullaittwu 
(67*97, average*38*00)', and the lowest in Hatton and Dikqya (3* 05, average 15*8fi)i ' ' !

3. In the city of Colombo the births numbered 291 (149-males and 142 females)., and were; equal to an annual rate 
of 18*88 per 1,000, against 25*61 in the preceding month, 21*90 in the corresponding month of test year, and 25*12 the 
monthly average. Of the wards (omitting Fort and Galle Face and the Pettah, which contain a population mainly 
adult and floating), the highest birth-rate was in Maradana, exclusive of hospitals (20 * 53, average 22 * 50)’, and the lowest 
in Kollupitiya (8*00, average 16*19).

Deaths.
4. The deaths'registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,120 (612 males and 508 females), and were 

equal to an annual rate of 22* 11 per 1,000, against 24*05 during the preceding month, 29 * 28 in the corresponding month 
of last year, and 31*58 the monthly average. The health of the towns was thus better than usual, and than in the previous 
month. Excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, the highest death-rate was in MuDaittivu .(65* 11, average 48*83), followed 
by Puttalam (47 * 46, average 42 * 86), and the lowest in Panadure (11*74, average 30*77).

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 321 (178 males and 143 females), and were equal to 
an annual rate of 19*06 per 1,000, against 23*06 dining the preceding month, 30*63 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 34* 03 the monthly average. The city was thus healthier them usual, and than in the previous month. . Omitting 
the Fort and Galle Face Ward and the Pettah Ward, the lowest death-rate was in Kollupitiya (11*49, average 20* 20), and 
the highest in Sl'aje Island (17*02, average 28"* 01).

• Infantile Mortality.
6. The infantile mortality of the 31 towns was equal to a rate of 283 per 1,000 births registered, against 215 in the 

previous month, 253 in the corresponding month of last year, and 319 the monthly average. In the towns having an 
estimated population of 5,000 or more, the infantile mortality ranged from 600 in Kunmegala (average 491) to 59 in 
Moratuwa (average 195).

7. The infantile mortality in the city of Colombo was 251 per 1,000 births registered, against 260 in thejarevious
month, 344 in the corresponding month of last year, and 407 the monthly average, and ranged from 450 in Slave Island 
(average 368) to 91 in San Sebastian (average 329). , * '

Causes of Death. ,
8. Infants.—Out of the 1,120 deaths from all causes at all ages in the 31 towns, 205 were among infants under • 

one year. Of these, the chief causes were 84 Convulsions (including 25 in Colombo, 19 in Galle); 32Debility> (8 in Colombo,
7 in Jaffna); 14 Premature Birth (4 in Colombo, 4 in Jaffna) ; 14 Tetanus (9 in Colom bo); 11 Bronchitis (6 in Colombo);
9 Pneumonia (3 in Colombo). , . *.. .. .

9. Out of the 321 deaths from all causes at all ages in the city of Colombo, 73 were among infants under one year. . 
Of these, th^chief causes were 25 Convulsions (I I  in Maradana, exclusive of hospitals); 9 Tetanus (3 each in St. PauPs, /  
Kotahena.ana New Bazaar); 8 Debility (3 in Slave Island); 6 Bronchitis (3 in St. Paul’s). ^

10. General Mortality (One Year and over).—Out of the 915 deaths of persons one year and over in age in the ,31 y  
towns, there were 125 from Diarrhoea (19 in Ratnapura, 16 in Matale, 12 in Kandy); 120 from Pneumonia (25 m Colombo; .* 
82 from Phthats (37 in Colom bo); 53 from Dysentery (8 in Colombo, 8 in Trincomalee); 50 from Old Age (18 in Colombo); .. 
41 from Dochmius Duod noHs( 10 in Matale); 36 from Debility; 33 from Enteritis (20 in G alle); 25 from Worms (13 in  : 
Galle); 22 from Malarud Cachexia (6 in Matara).

11. The highest mortality in the town o f Colombo was from Phthisis (15 per cent, of all deaths one year and over), 
followed by Pneumonia (10 per cent.), Enteric Fever (5 per cent;)- Out of the 82 deaths from Phthisis in all towns, :37 
occurred in Colombo. This and Pneumonia wore responsible for 65 deaths at all ages in the city, or 20 per cent, of the 
leaths from aB causes in it.

12. Taking all the towns together, Diarrhoea and Dysentery contributed the highest mortality (16 per cent.), 
•Bowed by Bronchitis and Pneumonia (14 per cent.), Infantile Convulsions (9 per cent.), Phthisis (7 per cent.).

13. For detailed information see Tables.L and IT. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV . for the city of Colombo,
ft the Appendix. *'* * .•

Registrar-General’s Office, P. Amwachalail
‘ Trincomalee (on Circuit), M ay^f, 1910. Registrar-GHieral.
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O ^  ^  5 Ts ^  «?5 C- © 05 i-'* 05 pH © © © CO © © © © © CC — © ©' ©T© 10 >0 © © ©Too -© © ®*OŜ *Spd d 3 Ja £  m *C* ^ 5> © © CO ©©©CO^TP «—< © o  l^-^»05©© I>1> ©©05© © '© ©  LO O O j,-
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