
REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
. T h is  report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 31 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31 to 36 

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895, -

' Births.
2. The births registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,200 (639 males and 561 females), and 

were equal to  an annual rate o f 28 "47 per 1,000, against 28-96 during the preceding month, 27 "21 in the corresponding 
month of last year, and 29'77 the monthly average for the thirty-six months, July, 1907, to June,. 1910. *Of the towns 
(excluding V avu n iya  and Lunugala, which have a population under 1,000), the highest birth-rate was in Tangalla (56'36, 

. average 34" 75), and the lowest (as in the previous month) in Hatton and Dikoya (8 • 87, average 15 • 31).
u 3. I n  the city of Colombo* the births numbered 454 (234 males and 220 females), and were equal to an annual ratef 

o f 27-94 per 1,000, against, 25"49 in the preceding month, 23'50 in the corresponding month of last year, and 25'09 the 
monthly average. 'Of the w ards (omitting Fort and Galle'Face and the Pettah, which contain a population mainly 
a d u lt and  floa tin g), the highest birth-rate was in New Bazaar (30'69, average 23'01), and the lowest in Kollupitiya (15-48 , 
av erag e  16 "73).

t Deaths.
4. The deaths registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,405 (749 males and 656 females), and were 

equal to an annual rate of 26'67 per 1,000, against 26'86 during the preceding month, 27'89 in the corresponding month
•of last year, and 30'64 the monthly average. The’health of the towns was slightly, better than usual, and about the 
same as in the previous month. Excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, the highest death-rate was in Anuradhapura 
(67'31, average 53'39), followed b y  Ratnapura (46-83, average 37'43), and the lowest in Nuwara Eliya (6*81, average 
14'28), fo llow ed  b y  Matara (12-52, average 24-64). ' . ,

5. In the city of Colombo* the deaths registered numbered 443 (242 males and 201 females), and were equal to 
an annual ratef of 25 • 34 per 1,000, against 28 • 08 during the preceding month, 26 • 94 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 32-67 the monthly average. The city was healthier than usual and than in the previous month. 
Omitting the Fort and Galle Face Ward and the Pettah Ward, the lowest death-rate was in St. Paul’s (15-20, average 
23-85), and the highest inMaradana, exclusive of hospitals (24-76, average 2*7*79), while Kollupitiya, which is usually 
the healthiest ward, has fallen to the second place this month from the third in the two previous months. Judged by 
the infantile mortality^which is a better test, St. Paul’s Ward was the least healthy (see paragraph 7 below).

Infantile Mortality. *
6. The infantile mortality of the 31 towns .was equal to a rate of 247 per 1,000 births registered, against 228*in the 

preceding month, 237 in the corresponding month of last year, and 252 the monthly average. In the towns having an 
estimated population of 5,000 or more, the infantile mortality ranged from 375 in Jaffna (average 255) to 59 in 
PuttaJam (average 281).

T$ The infantile mortality in the city of Colombo was 249 per 1,000 births registered, against 247 in the previous 
month, 253 in the corresponding month of last year, and 319 the monthly average, and ranged from 356 in St. Paul’s 
(average 402) to 241 in New Bazaar (average 398).

Causes of Death. *
v* '■

8. Infants.— Out of the 1,405 deaths from all causes at all ages in the 31 towns, 296 were among infants under 
one year. Of these, the chief causes were 95 Convulsions (including 34 in Colombo, 8 in K an dy); 51 Debility (18 in 
Colombo, 6 in Jaffna); 25 Tetanus (10 in Colombo, 7 in Jaffna); 22 Diarrhoea (7 in Colombo, 6 in Jaffna),- 21 Premature 
Birth (7 in Colombo, 5 in Jaffna) ; 19 Pneumonia (10 in Colom bo); 13 Bronchitis (5 in Colombo).

* -Consequent on the extension of the limits of the Colombo Municipality in February, 1910, by aiffifeng about 49 acres to 
Kotahena Ward, 531 to Maradana Ward, ancM^’013 to Kollupitiya Ward, it became necessary to alter thenmits of these registra
tion divisions to make them co-terminous w itff the Municipal divisions, and. this was done with effect from October 1, 1910, by 
Proclamation of September 13, 1610. The population of the town was increased but slightly,, as the added parts are not populous. 
A n  additional Registrar has from October 1 been appointed to Kollupitiya Ward, owing to the large area of the ward as enlarged, 
the ward being divided into two "registration divisions, north and south. * * ,

t  The city-rate is worked out independently of the Ward-rates and on a different basis of population, and take? into 
account hospital events, &c., not assignable to wards.



( 2 )

9. In  the city of Colombo, out of the 443 deaths from all causes at all ages, 113 were among infants under one year. 
Of these, the chief causes were 34 Convulsions (11 in St. Paul’s, 8 in Maradana, exclusive of hospitals); 18 Debility 
(7 in N ew Bazaar, 5 in Kotahena) ; 10 Tetanus (7 in Kotahena); 10 Pneumonia (4 in K otahena); 7 Premature Birth  
<•5 in Maradana hospitals) ; 7 Diarrhoea (2 each in Maradana, exclusive o f  hospitals, and Slave Island); 5 Bronchitis 
(3 in Maradana, exclusive of hospitals).

10. General Mortality (One Year and over).— Out o f the 1,109 deaths of persons one year and over in age in the 
31 towns, there were 158 from Diarrhoea (29 in Kandy, 18 in Ratnapura, 13 each in Nawalapitiya and Matale, 13 in  
Colombo) •; 118 from Phth s s (59 in Colombo, 14 in Galle, 10 in Kandy, 8 in Jaffna, 6 in Moratuwa); 108 from Pneumonia 
(40 in Colombo, 6 eaoh in Moratuwa, Kandy, Galle, Batticaloa, and Badulla); 65 from Dysentery (24 in Colombo, 8 in  
K andy, 6 in  Ratnao ura); 65 from Dochmvus Duod°nalis (18 in Matale, 9 in Kandy, 8 in  Gam pola); 39 from Malarial 
Cachexia (8 in Batticaloa, 5 in Ratnapura) ; 35 from Remittent Fever (7 in Jaffna, 5 in Colombo) ; 24 from Enteric Fever 
(16 in  Colombo) ; 23 from Puerperal Fever (7 in Colombo).

11. The highest mortality in the town of Colombo was from  Phthisis (18 per cent, of all deaths one year and 
over), followed by Pneumonia (12 per cent.), Dysentery (7 percent.), Enteric Fever (5 per cent.). Out of the 122 deaths 
from Phthisis in all towns at all ages, 63 occurred in Colombo. This and Pneumonia were responsible for 113 deaths %  
at all ages in the city, or 26 per cent, of the deaths from all causes in it.

12. Taking all the towns together, Diarrhoea and Dysentery contributed the highest mortality (18 per cen t.), 
followed by  Bronchitis and Pneumonia (11 per cent.), Phthisis (9 per cent.), and Infantile Convulsions (7 per cent.).

. ; Meteorology.
13. Bainfall.—The rainfall was exceptionally heavy in the month, and was as high as 22T8 in Chilaw, 21-20 in 

Ivalutara, and 21-03 in Ratnapura. In Colombo it was 16-83. The south-east and eastern coast from Tangalla to  
Mullaittivu received the least rainfall, with a minimum of 2-51 in Mullaittivu and 2-96 in Hambantota, but Trincomalee 
was an exception with a rainfall of 10- 96, or more than double that in Batticaloa.

14. Temperature.— The mean temperature varied from 59-3 in Nuwara-Eliya to 82-7 in Trincomalee, and was 
76-8 in Colombo, 75-0 in Kandy, and 73- 9 in Badulla.

• 15. For detailed information see Tables I. and II. for all towns and Tables III. and IV. for the city of Colombo 
in the Appendix.

Registrar-General’s Office, ’ P. Abunachalam,
Colonjbo, November 14, 1910. Registrar-General.
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