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PART I SR

No. 6,412 — FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 1910.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
MONTH OF OCTOBER, -1910: !

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL,

THis report deals with the Vital Sta,tlstlcs of the 31 prineipal towns in the Island proclalmed under sections 31 to 36
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895,

. ’ ‘ Births.

. 2. The births registered in the 31 towns durmg the month numbered 1,200 (639 males and 561 females), and
were equal to an annual rate of 2847 per 1,000, against 2896 during the preceding month, 2721 in the corre5pondmg
month of last year, and 29°77 the monthly average for the thirty-six months, July, 1907, to June,. 1910. ®Of the towns
{eXeluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, which have a population under 1,000), the highest birth-rate was in Tangalla (5636,
.average 34-75), and the lowest (as in the previous month) in Hatton and Dikoya (8°87, average 15°31). .

* 3. In the city of Colombo* the births numbered 454 (234 males and 220 females), and were equal to an annual ratet
of 27794 per 1,000, against,25°49 in the preceding month, 2350 in the corresponding month of last year, and 25-09 the
monthly average. ‘Of the wards (omitting Fort and Ga,lle "Face and the Pettah, which contain a population mainly
adult and floating), the“hlghest birth-rate was in New Bazaar (30° &9, average 23°01), and the lowestin Kollupitiya (15- 48,

average 16°73).
Deaths.

. . . « ' . -
4. The deaths registered in the 31 towns durmg the month numbered 1,405 (749 males and 656 females), and were
equal to an annual rate of 26°67 per 1,000, against 26 86 during the preceding month, 27-89in the corresponding month
-of last year, and 30°64 the monthly average. The health of the towns was slightly. better than usual, and about the
same &8 in the previous month. Excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, the highest death-rate was in Anuradhapura
(67-31, average 53 39), followed by Ratnapurs (46-83, average 37°43), and the lowest in Nuwara Eliya (6- 81 average
14- 28), followed by Matara (12-52, average 24-64). .\
’ 5. In the city of Colombo* the deaths registered nuinbered 443 (242 males and 201 females), and were equal to
an annusl ratet of 25-34 per 1,000, against 2808 du.rmg the preceding month, 2694 in the corresponding month of last
year, and 32-67 the monthly average. The city was healthier than usual and than in the previous month.
Omitting the Fort and Galle Face Ward and the Pettah Ward, the lowest death-rate was in St. Paul’s (15-20, average
23-85), and the highest in Maradana, exclusive of hospitals (2476, average 27°79), while Kollupitiya, which is usually
the healthiest ward, has fallen to the second place this month from the third in the two previous months. Judged by
the infantile mortali’r,y,bwhich is a better test, St. Paul’s Ward was the least healthy (see paragraph 7 below). .

© Infantile Mortality. ' . N
x
- 6. The infantile mortahty of the 31 towns was equal to a rate of 247 per 1,000 births registered, agamst 228 in the
In the towns having an

preceding month, 237 in the corresponding month of last year, and 252 the monthly average.
estimated population of 5,000 or more, the infantile mortality ranged from 375 in. Jaffna. (average 255) to 59 in

Puttalam (average 281)
% The infantile mortality in the city of Colombo was 249 per 1,000 births reglstered against 247 in the previous

month, 253 in the corresponding month of last year, and 319 the monthly average, and ranged from 356 in St. Paul’s

(average 402) to 241 in New Bazaar (average 398). .

v

Causes of Death. ¥

. g{ . ’ -

8. Infanis.—Out of the 1,405 deaths from all causes at all ages in the 31 towns, 296 were among infants under
one year. Of these, the chief causes were 95 Convulsions (including 34 in Colombo, 8 in Kandy); 51 Debility (18 in
Colombo, 6 in Jaffna); 25 Teianus (10 in Colombo, 7 in Jafina) ; 22 Dirrhcea (7 in Colombo, 6 in Jaffna) ; 21 Premature
Birth (7 in Colombo, 5 in Jaffna) ; 19 Preumonia’(10 in Colombo) ; 13 Bro'm:hztzs (5in Colombo)

* Consequent on the extension of the llmlts of the Colombo Mumclpa.hty in February, 1910 by %ﬂg about 49 acres to
Kotahena Ward, 531 to Maradana Ward, andg;013 to Kollupitiya Ward, it becanie necessary- to alter the fimits of these registra-
tion divisions to make them co—telm,mous with the Municipal divisions, and. this was done with effect from Qctober i, 1910, by
Proclaimation of Sep@ember 13, 1810. The population of the town was increased but slightly, as the added parts are not populous
An additional Registrar has from October 1 been appointed to Kollupitiya Ward, owmg to the large ares, of the ward as enlarged,

the ward being divided into two registration divisions, north and south,
t The city-rate is worked out independently of the ward-rates and on a dxfferent basis of populatlon, and takes into

account hospital events, &c., not assignable to wards, 3




(2)

9. In the city of Colombo, out of the 443 deaths from all causes at all ages, 113 were among mfa,nts under one year.
Of these, the chief causes were 34 Convulsions (11 in St. Paul’s, 8 in Maradana, exclusive of hospitals); 18 Debility
(7 in New Bazaar, 5in Kotahena); 10 Tetanus (7 in Kotahena); 10 Preumonia (4 in Kotahena); 7 Premature Birth
{5 in Maradana hospitals) ; 7 Diarrhea (2 each in Marada.na,, exclusive of hospitals, and Slave Island) ; 5 Bronchitis
{3 in Maradana, exclusive of hospitals).

10. General Mortality (One Year and over) —Qut of the 1,109 deaths of persons one year and over in age in the
31 towns, there were 158 from Dwrrhaza (29 in Kandy, 18 in Ra.tna.pura, 13 each in Nawalapitiya and Matale, 13 in
Colombn); 118 from Phth s 8 (59 in Colombo, 14 in Galle, 10 in Kandy, 8 in Jaffna, 6 in Moratuwa) ; 108 from Prewnonia
(40 in Colombo, 6 each in Moratuwa, Kandy, Galle, Batticaloa, and Badulla) 65 from Dysentery (24 in Colombo, 8 in
Kandy, 6 in Ratnanra); 65 from Dochmius Duodvnalzs (18 in Matale, 9 in Ka.ndy, 8 in Gampola); 39 from Malarial
Cachexia (8 in Batticaloa, 5 in Ratnapura) ; 35 from Remattent Fever {7 in Jaffna, 5 in Colombo) ; 24 from Enteric Fever
(16 in Colombo); 28 from Puerperal Fever (7 in Colombo).

1l. The mghest mortality in the town of Colombo was from Phthisis (18 per cent. of all deaths one year and .
over), followed by Pneumonia (12 per cent.), Dysentery (7 per cont.), Enteric Fever (5 per cent.). Out of the 122 dea.ths e
from Phthisis in all towns at all ages, 63 ocewrred in Colombo. This and Preumonia were respons1ble for 113 deaths ¥ %
at all ages in the city, or 26 per cent. of the deaths from all causes in it.

12. Taking all the towns together, Digrrhcea and Dyseniery contributed the highest mortality (18 per cent.),
followed by Bronchitis and Pneumonia (11 per cent.), Phthisis (9 per cent.), and Infantile Convulsions (7 per cent.).

B

, Meteorology.

13. Rainfall.—The rainfall was exceptionally heavy in the month, and was as high as 22:18 in Chilaw, 2120 in
Kalutara, and 21°03 in Ratnapura. In Colombo it was 16-83. The south-east and eastern coast from Tangalla to
\[ullmttwu received the least rainfall, with a minimum of 2° 51 in Mullaittivu and 2°96 in Hambantota, but Tnncomalee
was an exception with a rainfall of 10-96, or more than double that in Batticaloa.

14.  Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 59°3 in Nuwa.ra.—Ehya. to 82:7 in Trmcoma,lee and was
76-8 in Colombo, 75°0 in Kandy, and 739 in Badulla.

.15. For detailed information see Tables I. and II. for all towns and Tables IIL and IV. for the city of Colombo
in the Apffendix.

Registrar-General’s Office, *  P. ARUNACHALAM,
Colombo, November 14, 1910, Registrar-General.
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