
VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF NOVEMBER, 1910J

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

T his report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 31 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31 to 36 
o f the Ordinance No. I of 1896.

Births. .

2. The births registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,326 (677 males and 649 females), and 
, were equal to an annual rate of 32'35 per 1,000, against 28'47 during the preceding month, 33 ‘ 09 in the corresponding
month of last year, and 29'77 the monthly average for the thirty-six months, July, 1907, to June", 1910. Of iJie towns 
(excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, which have a population under 1,000), the highest birth-rate was in Jfullaittivu 
(67-20, average 32-27), and the lowest in Kalpitiya (13-89; average 25"44). '• ‘

3. In the city of Colombo* the births numbered 602 (257 males and 245 females), and wereequal to &n annual-ratef
o f 81'51'per 1,000, against 27-94 hi the preceding month, 32‘ 03 in the corresponding month of last year, and 25"-09 the 
monthly average. Of the wards (omitting Fort and Galle Face and the Pettah, which contain a population m ainly - 
floating), the highest birth-rate was in Slave Island (38• 15, average 24-37), and the lowest in Kollupitiya (23• 55, 
average 16‘ 73). . -*• ;  '

Deaths. -  , ' 5 »Jn' \  - •.* .
4. The deaths registered in the 31 towns during the month num bered'!,426 (762 males and 664 fepialps}, andtwere

equal to an annual rate of 28 -59 per 1,000, against 26-67 during the preceding month, 28 • 2%'m, the corresponding,month 
o f last year, and 30-64 the monthly average. The health of the towns was slightly better than usual,'tut hot than 
in the previous- month. Excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, the highest death-rate was in ft[ullaittivu (82*75,-average 
49"11), followed b y  Nawalapitiya (58*44, average 21-63), and the lowest in Negombo (10'19, average 26'06),^followed 
b y  Nuwara Eliya (10-56, average 14-28). '

^5. In  the city of Colombo* the deaths registered numbered 540 (280 males and 260 females), and were'eqUal to 
an annual ratef of 32-27 per 1,000, against 25-34 during the preceding month, 27• 17 in  the corresponding month o f last 
year, and 32-67 the monthly average. The health o f the city was almost as usual, but worse thah in the previous month. - 
Omitting the Fort and Galle Face Ward and the Pettah Ward, the lowest death-rate was in St. Paul’s (22-09, average 
23*85), and the highest in Maradana exclusive of hospitals (32-11, average 27*79). Judgecl by the infantile mortality 
(paragraph 7 infra), San Sebastian was the healthiest ward, and Maradana the unhealthie3t, with rates g f 185 and 398 
per 1,000 births, respectively, - ' . *

Infantile Mortality.
6. The infantile mortality of the 31 towns was equal to a rate of 247 per ^ 0 0 0  births registered, as "in the '

previous month, against 222 in the corresponding month of last year, and 252 the monthly average. J n  the towns 
having an estimated population of 5,000 or more, the infantile mortality ranged from 818 in Anuradhapura (average 399) 
to 130 in Negombo (average 164). .

7. The infantile mortality in the city of Colombo was 277 per 1,000 births registered, against 249 in the previous, 
month, 238 in the corresponding month o f last year, and 319 the monthly average, and ranged from 398 in Maradana 
exclusive ofhospitals (average 361) to 185 in San Sebastian (average 320).

Causes of Death.
8. Infanta.—p u t  o f the 1,426 deaths from all causes at all ages in the 31 towns, 327 were tpilong infants under 

one year. Of these, the chief causes were 90 Convulsions (including 32 in Colombo, 7 in Weligama, 6 in Anuradhapura) ; 
46 Debility (16 in Colombo, 5 in Badulla); 38 Tetanus (23 in Colombo, 10 in Jaffna); 34 Premature Birth (10 in Colombo, 
6 in Jaffna); 31 Pneumonia”(15 in Colombo) ; 16 Diarrhoea (8 in Colombo); 14 Bronchitis (5 in Jaffna, 4 in Colombo).

* Consequent on the extension of the limits of the Colombo Municipality in February, 1910, 'by adding about 49 acres to 
Kotahenaward, 531 tq Maradana Ward, ahd 1 ,(U3 tO*Kollupitiya Ward, it became necessary to alte$ the limits of these registra
tion divisions to make.them co-termihous with the Municipal divisions, and'this was done with effefct from October I',- 19J0, by 
Proclamation of Septeq^eer 13; 1910. ‘ The population of the town was increased but slightly, as the.add^d parts are not populous. 
An additional Iftgistrar has from October 1 been appoinfed Kollupitiya Ward.bwivg to the large area&of the ward as enlarged, 
the ward being divided into tyro registration divisions, nprth and' souths? _ % *

JpThe city-rate*is worked out independently opthe'ward-ratef and on a different basis of population, and takes into 
account hospital eventk, &c., h o t assignable to wards. * ' • "* • .
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9. I n  the city of Colombo, out of the 540 deaths from all, causes etallages, 130 were among infants under o jiey ear .- 
Of these, the chief causes were.32 Convulsions (21 itt-M a ra d a ^ ^ d lt^ w p ^ o sp ita is , 4inJSew Bazaar); 23 Tetanus (8 i ft j  
Slave Island, 5 each in St. Paul’s and Kotahena, 4  itt (4 m Maradana hospitals, 3*in N e ^
B azaar) *, 15 Pneum oniat (7 in* Maradana exclusive o f h B ^ t ^ i ^ 'f e ^ W jS le h a ) ; 1 0 Premature Birth (3 in Maracianali 
hospitals, jZ each in Kotahena. ^laye Island, and Kollupit§raV| in ffollupitiya, 2 each in Kothhena and|
Maradana exclusive of hospital) ;-.4 ;Broi^M w  ( 3 in St. Paul's). ** ‘ 4*.

10. General Mortality (One Year and over).-r-Out of'the. r.GO&d&f&f of persons dhe year and over in ag«  ̂ ‘ ’ * 4 
31 towns, there were. .144 from Diarrhcea (32. in  Itdtnapura/'2 2 l,8;in Colombo, 11 in Matal?)Tft . 
P h th isis (62 in Colombo, 13 in Gaile^ll in.Kahdy); 112 from in Colombo, 9 in Moratuwa, 6 in,1
comtlee, 5 in Jaffna) ;'66 from Dysentery (19 in dach in Badulla and Ratnapura) /-68•feeigL
Dochmnus Dttsd nalis or Anchylostomiasis(X^VxM&f&)B, 7 eab^fn^^p^ajand “ Hitton andDikoya,” 6 each in Oolpmhp|§j 
Kandy, and (Salle); 28 from Enteric- Fever. ( I f  in ColomtoV ij&fljtoatawa and Galle); 28 from Malarial Oqch<&i&i 
(5 eaefiin BattioMoa«and Kurunegala, 4 in Badulla); 22 fmin;l$&nitient.Fkver (3 each f t  Jaffna, Galle, Tangalla, |Pm8 
Chilaw); 25lrom B right's D isease and N ephritis113 in Colombaj^in Jaffna); 17 from Puerperal Fever (10 in 0 o k » ^ ^

11. The fiighest ftortalify in the city of Colombo was TOm Phthisis (15 per cent, of all deaths one year air 
over), followed by Pneum onia (11 per cent.), Dysentery, Diarrhcea, and Enteric Fever (4 per cent. each). Out of the 11 _ 
deaths from Phthisis in all “towns at all ages, 63 occurred in Colombo, This and Pneumonia were responsible for. 12®  
deaths gt all ages in the city, or 23 per cent, of the deaths from all causes in it.

12. Taking all the towns together, Diarrhcea and Dysentery contributed the highest mortality (16 per cen t.) 
follow ed by Bronchitis apd Pneumonia (12 per cent.), Phthisis (8per cent.), and Infantile Convulsions (7 per cent,). "

• ' . Meteorology. . *
13. ’  Rainfall.—The rainfall during the month was heaviest in Trincomalee (19*29, or double that in Batt^gnQjjJ 

9*17), and Varied from 17*98 in Galle, 16*99 in Vavuniya, to 4*77 in Hambantota and 4*27 in Negorabo. In CoIoiMjcm
■ it was 6*71, or one-third that in the previous month. , *

14. Tem perature.—The mean temptjjkture varied from 58*2 in Nuwara Eliya.to 79*9 in Mannar, and waBj 
76*5 inlpolornbo, 74*0 in Kandy, and 71*6 irrBadulla.

*»15. For detailed information 
in  the Appendix.* -

Regi-yfcra. General’s Office,
* ^Colombo, December 13, 1910.

see Tables I . and II. for all towns and Tables H I. and IV . for the city of Cot

P. Artjnachalam, . - ;4 '3|
Registrar-Gem
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JB..S - *5 ® . * jd W-*a«3 -9 „a cq , «eo- i>oioMO eq-;05 ■*". —4 9 2® CO (N^I00' ^IIO77' ^IIOuh'g a s 5 , -  ° t

• ?|.S || 1 Jr;
■ s * - .  -----------^ ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ i  l e-
.,S|s fcj s - t i i i i s i i i | Is 
? s s 2 ®  p,5§ i_________________________________ !________________ _ %S d * g |~S fe 9 h»  ̂ S © ^»eo-NW5i©«ot  ̂ ©q̂ <3i £ p20
S -Sfo o s.-§ ,£ o gs
.̂5 » §o-3-------1------------------------------------------------- § ’"5 1«m hh 00 i2 ̂  <0 ,2 *£ 95- ® O 2  S'I’ >5 « O -<(M*®C0^IM5O O tO O -2 5-• _, X ® a to a •<* <H •* i oi nco  ̂ tE

U| 1 1 8.J- ̂
• | - b  2 1 s -------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------- & . ? £
::S- p̂tS oQ* rS 0 eo-.eqos-7'ooit- » « 8 •̂ col’"..iSr'/fl 5W « oo uj — i n h ^^o^  S|  ̂ § eo o -5 oX̂v-2 H) —------------------------------------------- :---------------  . 3 8 5
i i l J  1 8 S ■"., •■* ■“ 10 * 01 • ra 1

f  ------- ^------ !---------------------------------------------------------------- - H. ” |J
£ • | ' 5 - , - * S g S S g ! 8  9 S g |  fig

■ W ______ ________________________________________________________  - I  ® ■§ s
Will**45 ■a • a  l * g e giSSSiiZB' "fi S | t> -<<Nt~0'77oq<o ®oco'3*1® fl' & i  ̂ “3 —i oq >o in <N ncteq-iicdcsR a- I55 •------ 2 §a-o
mmw&ltl '■ - --------- a?5-------------------------------------------- :--------------------------------- Js2E3&4Y M .S’? S ++ ++ «o3 ten ucn -** © 5 cS■Hi Sr?1' • .̂S S © «■“ 2 fi t- tÔ HJOCÔ ir- <o rj co c8tiĉyAO  ̂ _e S o r 3 u) oo c© oo oo «o oo o too © ©*B« « S oo t- 5 t. «> co D ^ 3► ', ,f«. •; .ll.oa® SB 2 eqt-o"^i'c»o' 3*
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0 JJ •oneqê ô  a j «I . "* “* M ^ I I I " rtN5t™ I ^ r' S l l i l | | z Mf j
1 ^  e J .- ̂ O ----------------- 1---------------------------------- --— 1 .>* g g

•g ‘ * -s.imM^g 8 S. H5, l l <? ! l l ; l | - | « " f ^ - a  I -I" I -ij | | |

1   ---------- :------------------------------------------------------------------- :--------------- :-------------------------- —̂ —  m » 4
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