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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF MARCH, 1911J

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

This report deals with th e  V ital S tatistics of the 3T^>rincipaI towns in  the  Island  proclaimed under sections SI to  36 
of the  Ordinance No. 1 of 1896. ■ *-

Births. J5h
2. The b irths registered in  the 31 towns during the m onth  num bered 1,461 (757 males an d  704 females), and 

were equal to  an  annual ra te  of 33 93 per 1,000, against 35’29 during th e  preceding m onth , 29*03 in  th e  corresponding, 
m onth  of last year, and  29*60 th e  m onthly  average for the forty-tw o m onths, Ju ly , 1907, to  Decem ber, 1910. I n  th e  
town of Lunugala there were no  b irths registered. Of the other tow ns (excluding V avuniya, which has a  population 
-Under 1,000), the highest b irth -ra te  was in M ullaittivu (57*00, average 34*40), and  the lowest in  Battiealoa_{15*61, 
average 31*81).

■ 3. In  the  c ity  of Colombo* the b irths num bered 481 (236 m ales and  245 females), and were equal to  an  annual 
ra te f  of 28*66 per 1,000, against 32*79 in  the preceding m onth , 25*61 in  the  corresponding m on th  of la s t year, and  
25*23 th e  m onthly average. Of the  w ards (om itting F o rt and Galle F ace  and  the P e tta h , which contain  a  population 
m ainly floating), the  highest b irth -ra te  was in K otahena (30*48, average 22*63), and the  lowest in  St. P au l’s (15*34, 
average-17 * 43).

Deaths.
4. The deaths registered in  the 31 towns during the m onth  num bered 1,412 (802 males an d  610 females), and were 

equal to  an  annual ra te  of 26*84 per 1,000, against 30*83 during the  preceding m onth , 24 * 05 in  th e  corresponding m onth 
of last year, and 30*28 the m onthly average. In  the  tow ns of L unugala an d  Kegalla th e re  were no  deaths of 
residen ts, th e  16 and  12 deaths which occurred respectively in  those tow ns being of non-ffeidents. Of th e  other towns 
(excluding Vavuniya), the highest death-rate was in  M ullaittivu (115*89, average 49*02), and  the  lowest in  P anadure 
(11 *20, average 27*74). N uw ara E liya recorded the nex t lowest (12*80, average 13*71).

5. I n  the c ity  of Colombo* the deaths registered num bered 515 (308 males an d  207 females), an d  were equal to  
an  annual ra te f  of 29*31 per 1,000, against 33 * 62 during the preceding m onth , 23 * 06 in  the  corresponding m onth  of last 
yea r, and  32*35 th e  m onthly average. O m itting F o rt and Galle F ace W ard  and  th e  P e tta h  W ard , the  lowest death-rate- 
was in  K ollupitiya (18*07, average 19*64), and  the  highest in  New B azaar (28*35 average 28*64).

Infantile Mortality.
6. The infantile m ortality  of the  31 towns was equal to  a  ra te  of 188 per 1,000 b irth s  registered, against 

232 in  th e  preceding m onth, 215'in the corresponding m onth of la s t yea r, and  254 th e  m onthly average. I n  the towns­
having a n  estim ated population of 5,000 or more, the infantile m orta lity  ranged from  357 in  B a ttica loa  (average 335) , 269 
in  Jaffna  (average 270), 231 in  A nuradhapura (average 410), to  99 in  M oratuw a (average 156), 69 in  W eligam a (average 
99), an d  37 in  M atale (average 251).

7. The infantile m ortality  in  the city  of Colombo was 227 per 1,000 b itth s  registered, ag a in st 247 in  the  previous 
m onth , 260 in  th e  corresponding m onth of la s t year, and 317 the  m onth ly  average, and ranged  from  478 in  New 
B azaar (average 388) to  115 in  K ollup itiya (average 275).

Causes of Death.
8. Infanta.— O ut of the 1,412 deaths from  all causes a t  all ages in  the  31 tow ns, 275 were am ong infants un d er

one year. Of these, the chief causes were 80 Convulsions (including 32 in  Colombo, 7 in  K andy , 5 each in Jaffna, 
M atara , an d  B atticaloa, 4 in M oratuw a); 4 9 Debility (16 in  Colombo, 8 in  K andy, 7 in  Ja ffn a); 35 ’Premature Birth  (5 
each in  Colombo, M oratuwa, and  \Jaffna, 4* in  Galle); 26 Tetanus (10 in  Colombo, 8 in  Galle, and  5 in  Ja ffn a ) ; 22' 
Pneum onia  (14 in  Colombo, 4 in  G alle); 19 Bronchitis (11 in  Colombo, 4 in  Ja ffna); 12 Diarrhoea (5 in Colombo) 3 in  
M atara). . '

* Consequent on the extension of the limits of the Colombo Municipality in February, 1910, by addi™ about 49 acres to 
Kotahena Ward, 531 to Maradana Ward, and 1,013 to Kollupitiya W ard, it became necessary to alter the limits of these registra­
tion divisions to make them co-terminous with the Municipal divisions, and th is was done with effect from October 1, 1910, by 
Proclamation of September 13, 1910. The population of the town was increased bu t slightly, as the added parts are not populous. 
An additional Registrar has from October 1 been appointed to Kollupitiya W ard, owing to the large area of the ward as enlarged , 
®ne ward heing divided into two registration divisions, north and south.

t  Xhe city-rate is worked out independently of the ward-rates and on a different basis of population, and takes into
.account hospital events. &c., not assignable to wards.
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9. I n  the  city  of Colombo, o u t of the 515 deaths from  all causes a t  all ages, 109 were among infants uuder one year. 
O f  these, th e  chief causes were 32 Convulsions (11 in M aradana exclusive of hospitals, 8 in  New Bazaar, 4 in  St. P au l’s.
' 3 in  K otahena).; 16'Debility (6 in K otahena, 3 each in  New Bazaar and  Slave Is la n d ) ; 14 Pneumonia (7 in M aradana 
•exclusive of hospitals, 3 in  New B azaar, 2 in  K otahena); 11 Bronchitis (5 in St. P au l’s, 2 each in San Sebastian and 
N ew  B a z a a r); 10 Tetanus (5 in K otahena, 3 in  New B azaar) ; 5 Diarrhoea (3 in K otahena).

•10. General Mortality (One Year and over).— Out of the 1,137 deaths of persons one year and over in  age in  the. 
31 tow ns, the re  were 169 from  Pneumonia  (71 in  Colombo, 9 each in, M oratuwa and K urunegala, 7 in  Jaffna, 6 each in  
Negom bo, K an d y , and M atale, 5 each in' K alu tara , M annar, and Galle); 131 .from Diarrhoea (24 in  R a tnapu ra , 16 in 
Colombo, 12 in  N aw alapitiya, 11 in Galle, 9 in  K andy , 8 in “  H a tto n  and  D ikoya,” 6 in M atale, 5' in M atara); 93 from 
Phthisis  (56 in  Colombo; 10 in  Galle, 7 in  M oratuwa, 5 in  K a n d y ); 68 from  Dysentery (14 in  R atnapura , 10 in Badulla, 
7  in  Colom bo); 50 from  Enteritis (33 in  Colombo, 11 in  B adulla); 46 from Enteric Fever (34 in Colombo, 8 in  M oratuw a); 
45 from  Dochmius Duodcnalis ov Anchylostomiasis (7 each in  “ H atton  and  D ik o y a” and M atale, 6 in  Colombo, 5 in 
K urunegala); 41 from  Remittent Fever (7 in  Colombo, 6-in Trincomalee, 5 in  Jaffna); 36 from M alarial Cachexia 
(9 in  R a tn a p u ra ); 24 from Bronchitis (16 in Colombo); 22 from Bright’s Disease and Nephritis (7 in Colombo, 3 each 
in  Galle and Badulla).

11. The highest m ortality  in  the city of Colombo was from Pneumonia  (17 per cent, of all deaths one year and 
-over), followed by Phthisis (14 per cent.), Enteric Fever (8 per cent.), Enteritis (8 per oent.). Out of the 93 deaths from  
.Phthisis in  all towns a t all ages, 56 occurred in  Colombo. Phthisis and Pneumonia  were together responsible for 141 
■ d ea th s  a t  all ages in  the city , or nearly  27 per cent, of the  deaths from all causes.

12. Taking all the towns together, Bronchitis and Pneumonia contributed  the highest m ortality  (17 per c e n t.), 
■followed by Diarrhoea and Dysentery (15 per cent.), Infantile Convulsions (8 per cent.), and Phthisis (7 per cent.).

Meteorology.
13. R ain fa ll.—R atnapu ra  records the highest rainfall (9-58 inches), followed by Galle (7’48 inches), th e  next 

highest, 6 77 inches and  6 '50  inches, were in  K alu tara  and K andy respectively. Colombo records 2-39 inches. In  
T angalla , H am ban to ta , Tricomalee, M atale, M annar, and B atticaloa the  rainfall was less than one inch, while in 
M ullah tiv u  there was no rainfall a t  all.

14. Temperature.—The mean tom perature Varied from  60'0° in  N uw ara E liya , to  83-7° in K urunegala, 83-4° in 
Jaffna, and 84-9° in Mannar,, and was 80 '6° in Colombo, 78'2° in K andy, and 73-1° in Badulla.

15. F o r detailed'inform ation see Tables I. and I I .  for all towns, and T ab les 'III. and IV. for the city  of Colombo'* 
in  the  Appendix.

Registrar-G eneral’s Office, P. Akunachalam, -
Colombo, April 20, 1911. Registrar-General.
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