
SUPPLEMENT
TO Tttb

(BzKzxumzut
P A R T  I :

N o .  6 ,4 4 7  —  F R I D A Y ,  J U N E  1 6 ,  1 9 1 1 .

V I T A L  S T A T I S T I C S  O F  T O W N S  I N  C E Y L O N  I N  T H E  

M O N T H  O F  M A Y , 1 9 1 1 ;

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

This report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 31 principal towns in the Island proclaimed tinder sections 31 to 36 
'of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1896.

Births.
2. The births registered in the 31 towns daring the month numbered 1,216 (619 males and 696 females), and 

were equal to an annual rate of 28:31 per 1,000, against 28 65 during the preceding month, 27 • 40 in the corresponding 
month of last year, and 29'60 the monthly average for the forty-two months, July, 1907, to December, 1910. Of the 
towns (excluding Vavuniya, which has a population under 1,000), the highest birth-rate was in Jaffna (62*33, average 
40*19), and the lowest in Kalpitiya (6*95, average 25*34).

3. In the city of Colombo* the births numbered 404 (185 males and 219 females), and were equal to an annual 
ratef of 24*07 per 1,000, against 26*04 in the preceding month, 24*42 in the corresponding month of last year, and 
25*23 the.monthly average. Of the wards (omitting Fort and Galle Face and the Pettah, which contain a population 
mainly floating), the highest birth-rate was in New Bazaar (26*70, average 23*30), and the lowest was, as in the.two 
previous months, in St. Paul’s (12*09, average 17*43).

Deaths.
4. The deaths registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,430 (779 males and 651 females),and were 

equal to an annual rate of 26*82 per 1,000, against 26*44 during the preceding month, 25*08 in the corresponding month 
of last year, and 30*28 the monthly average. : Of the towns (excluding Vavuniya), the highest death-rate * was in 
Nawalapitiya (52*10, average 23*28), and the lowest in Negombo (13*28, average 24*26), followed by Badulla (17*14, 
average 27*64).

6. In the city of Colofnbo* the deaths registered numbered 521 (285 males and 236 females), and were equal to 
an annual ratef of 29;31 per 1,000, against 28*44 during the preceding month, 25* 15.in the corresponding month of last 
year; and 32*35 the monthly average. Omitting Fort- and Galle Face Ward and the Pettah Ward,, the lowest death-rate 
was, as in the three previous months, in Kollupitiya (15*20, average 19*64), and the highest, as in the previous month, 
in San Sebastian (41*50, average 23*40).

Infantile Mortality.
6. The infantile mortality of the 3l towns was equal to a rate of 246 per 1,000 births registered, against 

224 in the preceding month, 214 in the corresponding month of last year, and 254 the monthly average. In the towns 
.having an estimated population of 5,000 or more, the infantile mortality ranged from 417 in Batticaloa (average 335), 400 
in Matale (average 251), 375 in Nuwara Eliya (average 297), to 171 in Jaffna (average 270), 167 in Kurunegala (average 
369), and 163 in Moratuwa (average 166).

7. The infantile mortality in the city of Colombo was 287 per 1,000 births registered, against 246 in the previous 
month, 257 in the corresponding month of last year, and 317 the monthly average, and ranged from 625 in San Sebastian 
(average 337) to 194 in Kollupitiya (average 275).

Causes of Death.
8. Infanta.—Out of the 1,430 deaths from all causes at all ages in the 31 towns, 299 were among infants under 

one year. Of these, the chief causes were 82 Convulsions (including 36 in Colombo, 6 each in Kandy and Batticaloa, 
4 each in Negombo and Moratuwa); 53 Debility (14 in Colombo, 7 in Galle, 4 eaoh in Matale and Jaffna); 34 
Pneum onia  (15 in Colombo, 7 in Moratuwa); 32 Premature B irth  (6 in Colombo, 5 in Kandy); 29 Tetanus (9 in Colombo, 
8 in Galle, 6 in Jaffna); 17 Diarrheea (10 In Colombo); 12 Bronchitis (6 in Colombo); 11 E nteritis  (8 in Colombo). 
There was one death from Smallpox in Kandy of a Burgher infant.

* Consequent on the extension of th e  lim its of the Colombo Municipality in February, 1910, by adding about 49 acres to  
K o tah en a  W ard, 531 to  M aradana W ard, and  1,013 to  K ollupitiya W ard, i t  became necessary to  a lter tho  lim its of these registra­
tion  d ivisions to make them  co-terminous w ith the Municipal divisions, and th is was done w ith eSect from O ctober i ,  1910, by 
P roclam ation  of September 13, 1910. The population of the town was increased b u t slightly, as th e  added parts  are no t populous. 
An a d d itio n a l Registrar has from October 1 been appointed to  K ollupitiya W ard, owing to  th e  large area of the w ard as enlarged, 
the w a rd  being divided into two registration divisions, north  and south.

f  T he city-rate is  worked ou t independently of the w ard-rates and on a  different basis of population, and takes into 
accoun t hospital events, &o., n o t assignable to  wards.



9. In  the city of Colombo, ou t of th e  521 deaths from  all causes a t  all ages, 116 were am ong inf an ts  u nder one year 
Of these, the  chief causes w ere 36 Convulsions (12in M aradana, exclusive of hospitals, 7 in Slave Island , 6 in  Kotahena)-; 
15 Pneumonia  (5 in K otahena); 1 4 'Debility (6 in  St. P au l’s); 10 Diarrhoea (4 in  M aradana, exclusive of hospitals); 
9 Tetanus (5 inTKotahena);, 6 Bronchitis (2 each in  San Sebastian an d  St. P au l’s). i

10. General Mortality (One Year and over).—Out of the  1,131 deaths of persons one y ea r 'a n d  over in  age in  the 
31 tow ns, there were 151 from  Pneumonia  (56 in  Colombo, 11 in Moratuwa,- 8 each in K andy , Jaffna, an d  K urunegala); 
129 from Diarrhoea (28 in  R a tn ap u ra , 17 in  N aw alapitiya, 13 in  M atale); 105 from  Phthisis  (67 in  Colombo, 9 in 
K urunegala, > in G alle); 66 from  Dysentery (17 in  Colombo, 6 each in  Trineotnalee and R a tn a p u ra ) ; 44 from  Dochmius 
Duod-nalis (7 in M atale, 5 each in  K andy  and G alle); 42 from M alarial Cachexia (8 in  B adulla , 5 each in  Colombo and 
R a tn a p u ra ); 40 from Enteritis (20 in  Colombo, 6 each in  K andy an d  G alle); 35 from  Enteric Fever (28 in  Colombo); 
35 from Remittent Fever (6 in  Ja ffna , 5 in  Chilaw); .22 from Bright's Disease and  Nephritis (11 in Colom bo); 21 from

.Bronchitis (7 in Colombo). There were 0 deaths from Smallpox (4 in  K andy , 1 each in  N aw alapitiya an d  Jaffna), and 
5 from  Cholera (4 in  Colombo and 1 in “ H atton  and D ikoya” ). The cholera cases were due to  infection from  the 

'R agam a Cooly Canjp, where there has been an  epidemic since th e  beginning of May. The sm allpox was also im ported 
from India.

11. The highest m orta lity  in  the city  of Colombo was from  Phthisis  (17 per cent, of all dea ths one year and 
over), followed by Pneumonia  (14 per cent.), Enteric Fever (7 per cen t.), E nteritis  (5 per cent.). O ut of th e  105 deaths 
from  Phthisis in  all towns a t  all ages, 67 occurred in Colombo. P hthisis  and  Pneumonia  were together responsible for 
138 deaths a t  all ages in  the c ity , or 26 per cent, of the  deaths from  all capses.

12. Taking all the towns together, Bronchitis and Pneum onia.contribu ted  the highest m orta lity  (15 per cent.), 
followed by Diarrhoea and  Dysentery (nearly 15 per cent.), Phthisis (7 per cen t.), an,d Infantile Convulsions (6 per cent.).

Meteorology.
13. Rainfall.—R atnapu ra  records the highest rainfall (14-6.3 inches), followed b y  K alu tara  (9-46 inches). The 

nex t highest, 7 * 71 inches and  6 • 46 inches, were in Galle and Colombo respectively. In  K andy, M atale, Ja ffna , M annar, 
M ullaittivu, Vavuniya, H am ban to ta , B atticaloa, P u ttalam , and A nuraduapura the rainfall was less th a n  one inch.

14. Temperature.—The m ean tem perature varied from 62’ 8° in  N uw ara E liya to  87• 5° in  M annar, 87-3° in 
Trincomalee, 86-4° in  A nuradhapura, and was 79, 8° in  Colombo, 79 , 7° in  K andy.

( 2 ) ■

15. For detailed inform ation see Tables I. and I I .  for all tow ns, and Tables I II . and IV. for the  city  of Colombo, 
in  the Appendix.

Registrar-General’s Office, . P. Abtjnachalam ,
Colombo, June 13, 1911. Registrar-General.
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