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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF JUNE, 1911:

REPORT OP THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

T h is  report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 31 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31 to 36 
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.

Births.
2. The births registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,092 (548 males and 544 females), and 

were equal to an annual'rate of 26‘ 20 per 1,000, against 28'31 during thd preceding month, 26*64 in the corresponding 
month o f last year, and 29‘ 60 the monthly average for the forty-two months, July, 1907, to December, 1910. Of the 
towns (excluding Vavuniya, which has a population under 1,000), the highest birth-rate was in Mannar (58*32, average 
40*84), and the.lowest in Panadure (2*72, average 33*63).

3. In the city o f Colombo* the births' numbered 358 (193 males and 165 females), and were equal to  an annual
ratet of 22*04 per 1,000, against 24*07 in the preceding month, 23*74 in the corresponding month of last year, and 
25*23 the monthly average. Of the wards (omitting Fort and Galle Face and the Pettah, which contain a population 
mainly floating), the highest birth-rate was in Kotahena (22*41, average 22*63), and the lowest was', as in the three 
previous months, in St. Paul’s (10*67, average 17*43). # ■ •

Deaths*

4. The deaths registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,528 (852 males and 676 females),and were .
equal to an annual.rate of 30*47 per 1,000, against 26*82 during the preceding month, 25*48 in the corresponding month 
of last year, and 30*28 the monthly average. Of the towns (excluding Vavuniya), the highest death-rate was in 
Ratnapura (124* 53, average 37*45), and the lowest in Nuwara Eliya (9*92, average 13*71), followed by Panadure (11 *58, 
average 27 * 74). .

5. In the city of Colombo*.the deaths registered numbered 603 (305 males and 238 females), and were equal to 
an annual ratet of 35*08 per 1,000, against 29*31 during the preceding month, 27*22 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 32 * 35 the monthly average. Omitting Fort and Galle Face Wqrd and the Pettah Ward, the lowest death-rate 
was in Slave Island (21*25, average 20* 14), and the highest in Maradana, exclusive of hospitals (30*02, average 27*69).

, Infantile Mortality.
6. The infantile mortality of the 31 towns was equal to a rate of 283 per 1,000 births registered, against 

246 in the preceding month, '258 in the corresponding month of last year, and* 254 the monthly average. In  the towns 
having an estimated population of 5,000 or more, the infantile mortality ranged from 667 in Anuradhapura (average 410), 
394 in Batticaloa (average 335), 379 in Kandy (average 230), to 89 in Kalutara (average 162), 83 in Trincomalee (average 
274), and 30 in Weligama (average 99).

7. The infantile mortality in* the city of Colombo was 391 per 1,000 births registered, against 287 in the previous 
month, 352 in the corresponding month of last year, and 317 the monthly average, and ranged from 538 in Maradana, 
exclusive of hospitals (average 355) to 324 in Kotahena (average 331)..

. Causes of Death.
8. In fa n ts .— Out of the 1,528 deaths from all causes at all ages in the 31 towns, 315 were among infants under 

one year. Of these, the chief causes were 95 C on v u lsion s (including 38 in Colombo, 12 in Batticaloa, 6 in Moratuwa); 
47 D eb ility  (18 in Colombo, 7 in Kandy); 34 P n eu m on ia  (20 in Colombo, 7 in Moratuwa); 28 P rem a tu re 'B ir th  (6 each 
m Colombo and Kandy, 5 in Jaffna); 20 T eta n u s (8 in Galle, ? in Colombo, 5 in Jaffna); 21 D ia rrh oea  (12 in Colombo); 
14 B ron ch itis  (8 in Colombo, 4 in Jaffna); 14 E n te r itis  (11 in Colombo). There were two deaths from S m a llp ox  in 
“  Hatton and Dikoya ”  of a Tamil and Moor respectively. «

* Consequent on the extension of the limits of the Colombo Municipality in February, 1910, by adding about 49 acres to 
Kotahena Ward, 531 to Maradana Ward, and 1,013 to Kollupitiya Ward, it became neoessary to alter the limits of these registra
tion divisions to make them coterminous with tho Municipal divisions, and this was done with, effect from October 1, 1910, by 
Proclamation of September 13, 1910. The population of tho town was increased but slightly, as the added parts are not populous- 
An additional Registrar has from October 1 bean appointed to Kollupitiya Ward, owing to the large area'of the ward as enlarged, 
the ward being divided into two registration divisions, north and south.'

t  The city-rate is worked out. independently of the ward-rates and on a different basis of population, apd takes into 
account hospital events, &o., not assignable to wards. ,
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9. In the city of Colombo, out of the 603 deaths frqjn all causes at all ages, 140 were among infants under one year. 
Of these, the chief causes were 38 Convulsions (9 in Slave Island, 8 in Maradana, exclusive of hospitals, 7 each in 
New Bazaar and SaiWSebastian); 20 Pneurriohia (5 each in Kotahena and Maradana, exclusive o f hospitals),; 18 Debility 
{4 each in Slave Island and Kollupitiya); 12 Diarrhoea (6 in Maradana,' exclusive of hospitals) ; 8 Bronchitis (2 eaoh in 
Kotahena, New Bazaar, and Maradana, exclusive of hospitals); 7 Tetanus (2 each in St. Paul’s and Kotaheha).

10. General Mortality (One Year and bver).— Out of the 1,213 deaths of persons one year and over in age in the 
31 towns, there were 161 from Diarrhoea (40 in Ratnapura, 16 in Matale, 13 in Colombo, 11 in Kegalla); 129 from 
Pneumonia, (53 in Colombo, 11 in Galle, 7 in Moratuwa); 108 from Phthisis (64 in Colombo, 11 in Galle); 78 from 
Dysentery (26 in Colombo, 10] in Kandy); 68 from Enteritis ,(58 in Colombo); 65 from Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius 
Duodenalis (1 6  in Matale, 8 in Colombo, 6 in Kandy, 6 bach in Gampola, “  Hatton and Dikoya,”  Galle, and Kegalla); 
47 from Malaria (10 in Batnapura, f  in Jaffna, 6in  Gampola); 46 from Enteric Fever (37 in Colombo),* 32 from Malarial 
Cachexia (7 in Batticaloa, 4’ each in Colombo, Matale, and' Trinc.omalee) ; 29 from Convulsions (11 in Colombo, 7 in 
Kandy) ; 22 from Bright’s Disease and Nephritis (9 in Colombo, 4 in Galle); 21 from Pyrexia or Fever ( l4 in  Kandy, 
4 in Matale); 18 from Bronchitis (9 in Colombo). There were 10 deaths from S m h llpoa f (5 in “  Hatton and Dikoya,”  4 
in Kandy, and 1 in Matale); 8 from Cholera (all in Colombo), a Continuation of the epidemic which broke out in Ragama 
Cooly Camp and extended to this city last month. "

11. The'highest mortality in the city of Colombo was from Phthisis (14 per cent, of all deaths one year and 
over), followed by Enteritis (13 per cent.), Pneumonia (11 per cent.). Enteric Fever (8 per cent.). Out of the 109 deaths 
from Phthisis in all towns at all ages, 65 occurred in Colombo. . Phthisis send Pneumonia were together responsible for 
138 deaths at all ages in the city, or 23 per cent, o f the deaths, from* all causes.

12. Taking all the towns together, Diarrhoea and Dysentery contributed the highest mortality (17 per cent.), 
followed by Bronchitis and Pneumonia (13 per cent.), Infantile Convulsions (8 per cent.),. Phthisis (7 percent.)

Meteorology. . •
13. Rainfall.—Batnapura records the highest rainfall (28*06 inches), followed by  “  Hatton and Dikoya ”  (26*11 

inches). The next highest, 18 *03 inches and 17*43 inches, were in Gampola and Matale respectively. In Jaffna, Mannar, 
and Mullaittivu the rainfall was loss than one inch.

14. T em p era tu re.— The mean temperature varied from 59* 6° in Nuwara Eliya to 86*4° in Batticaloa, 85* 1° in 
Mannar, 84*8° in Tfineomalee, and was 77*9® in Colombo, 75*°0 in Kandy.

■ 15. For detailed information see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III. and'IV. for the city of Colombo, 
in the Appendix.

Registrar-General’s Office, - N. W . Mobgappah ,
Colombo, July 12,1911. ! . . .  for Registrar-General.
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H. O. COTTLE, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON,
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