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PART I. - L

No. 6,518 — FRIDAY, AUGUST 23, .1912.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
' '~ MONTH OF JULY, 1912 ‘

o

BEPdR‘T OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL. )

TaIs report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 31 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31 'to 36
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. —_— . R

Births..

2. The births registered in the 31 towns during the month nambered 1,110 (566 males and 544 females), and
were equal to an annual rate of 24°27 per 1,000, against 24-85 during the preceding month,; 26* 56 in the corresponding;
month of last year, and 29°56 the monthly average for the sixty months, July, 1907, to June, 1912. Of the towns

® (excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, which. have a population under 1,000), the highest birth-rate was in Hambantota
(60-43, average 37'18), and the lowest in Mullaittiva (842, average 36-03). . o

3. In the city of Colombo* the births numbered 387 (211 males and 176 females), and were equal to an annual®
ratet of 2013 per 1,000, against 20056 in the preceding month, 2263 in the corresponding month of last year, andi® ¢ |
26°19 the monthly average. Of the wards (omitting Fort and Galle Face and the Pettah, which contain & mainly
floating population), the highest birth-rate was in Wellawatta (28°02), followed by Kotahena (22:30, average 22-82),
and the lowest was in St. Paul’s {930, average 17-17). ) . .

Deaths, . .

4, The deaths registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,497 (808 males and 689 females), and
were equal to an annual rate of 27656 per 1,000, against 29°21 during the preceding month, 36'93 in the corresponding
month of last year, and 30°79 the monthly average. Of the towns (excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala), the highest
death-rate was in Mannar (8299, average 42°10), and the lowest was in Matale (11-40, average 43 26).

. 5. In the city of Colombo* the deaths registered numbered 550 (297 males and 253 females), and were equal to

an snnual ratet of 28°66 per 1,000, against 29°07 during the preceding month, 37-34 in the corresponding month of last’ .
year, and 3229 the monthly average. Omitting Fort and Galle Face Ward and the Pettah Ward, the lowest death-rate
waa in Kollupitiya (11-90, average 18*89), and the highest in New Bazaar (28°68, average 28'80). :

Infantile Mortality.

6. The infantile mortality of the 31 towns was equal to & rate of 287 per 1,000 births registered, against
291 in the preceding month, 325 in the corresponding month of last year, and 257 the monthly avérage. In the towns
aving an estimated population of 5,000 or more, the infantile mortality ranged from as hizh as 556 in Kurunegala (averags.
352), 500 in Gamppla (average 276), 478 in Kalutara (average 163), to 143 in Trincomalee (average 283), 139 in Matara
(average 171), and 103 in Negombo (average 184). ' )

7. The infantile mortality in the city of Colombo was 346 per 1,000 births registered, against 394 in the preceding
montél, 42K6 1:’1 }Ehe corresponding month of last year, and 316 the monthly average, and ranged from 594 in New Bazaar
to 253 in Kotahena. T v

@ " Causes of Death. . .

8. Infants.—Out of the 1,497 deaths from all causes at all ages in the 31 towns, 319 w i
one year. Of these, the chief causes were 101 Convulsions (inoludingg48 in Colombo, 6 each in %&Zri?t?v?g :ggnésa:gg)er
. 60 Debility (15 in Colombo, 10 each in Kandy and Jaffna) ; 33 Pneumonia (20 in Colomho, 5 in Moratuwa); 24 Prematwn;
Birth (10 in Colombo, 4each in Kandy and Jaffna); 16 Bronchitis (9 in Cdlombo, 4 in Jaffna); 12 Diarrhaa’u (4 in Jaffna
3 in Moratuwa); 12 Enteritis (8 in Colombo, 2 in Jaffna); 11 Tetanus (4 in Jaffna, 3 in Galle).- ’

9. In the city of Colombo, out of the 550 deaths from all causes at all ages, 134 were & i
year. Of these, the chief causes were 48 Convulsions (17 in Maradans exclusive of ho;spir;xcl’g,g %;nif:nl?e;n %G:za(.)al;e
6 each in Slave Island 31_1(_1 Kollupitiya); 20 Pneumonia (6 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals, 5 each in Kotahené
and Wellawatta) d’ éiﬁ DEbIzllzty ((14 in Kotah;:na, 3 in Slave Island); 10 Premature Birth (4 in Maradana hospitals, 2 each
in Kotahena an ave Island); 9 Bronchitis (2 each in St. Paul’s, Kotahena, and Maradans i e ;
8 Enterites (5 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals). ' ' exclusive of hospitals);

* Consequent on the extension of the Municipal limits of the Oolo;nbo town on November 9 last by ‘the additi 7
Wellawaitta, the limits of the registration division of Kollupitiya Ward was altered with effect from J anuary 1 191}; by P:ocla.:lg:ﬁ:xf
of December 18, 1911. T .

. - 1 The city-rate is worked out differently from the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital events, &c., not assignable
o wards. .
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10.. ‘General Mortality (One Year and over).—Out of the 1,178 deaths of persons one year and over in age in the
31 towns, there were 157 from; Pneumonia (60 in Colombo, 15 in Kandy, 12 in Moratuwa, 8 each in Batticaloa and
Kurunégala); 119 froin Diarrhea (17 in’ Colombo, 14 in Ratnapura, 12 in Kandy, 10 in Nawalapitiya, 9 in Jafina, 8 in
Kegalla); 96 from Dysentery (27 in Colombo; 14 in Kandy, 7 each in Nawalapitiya and Jafina) ; 94 from Phithisis (63 in
*Colomb8, 8 each in Kandy and Galle, 6 in Jaffna); 59 from Malaria (11 in, Jafina, 8 in Mannar, 7 in Negombo, 5 in
Colombe) ; §3 fromn Malarial Cachezia (8 in Kegalla, 7 each in Negombo and Ratnapura, 6°in Batticalos, 4 in Nawala-
itiya); 50 from JHnferitts (26 in Colombo, 7 in Galle, 6 in Lunugala); 38 from Bright's Digease and Nephritis (20 in
IC)Jolcmi‘loc), 4-in Negombo, 3 in Jaffna); 35 from. Enteric Fever (19 in Colombo, 4 each in Morattiwa and Kurunegala, 3 in
. Kalutara); 34 from Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duodenalis (8 in Bedulla, 5 each in Colombo and Matale, 4 in ‘ Hatton
¢ and Dikoya,” 3 in Kandy); 31 from Convulsions (20 in Colombo, 3 in Kandy);.21 from Accidents or Negligence (6 in
Galle, 4 in Colombo, 2 each in Kalutars and Badulla); 18 from Puerperal Septiceemia (5 in Jaffna, 2 each in Colombo,

Galle, and Trincomalee); 15 from Bronchitis (5in Colombo, 2 in Kalutara).

“11. The highest mortality in the city of Colombo was from Phthisis (15 per cent. of all deaths one year and
over), followed by Pneumonia (14 per cent.), Dysentery and Enteritis (each 6 per.cent.), Convulsions, Enteric Fever, and
Bright's Disease and Nephritis (each nearly 5 per cent.). . Out of the 94 deaths from Phthisis in all towns at all ages, 63
occurred in Colombo, Phthisis and Pneumonia were together responsible for 143 deatds at &ll ages in the. city, or. 26
per cent. of the deaths from all causes. . )

12. Taking all towns together, Diarrhea and Dysentery contributed ‘the highest mofbality (16 peg; cent.),
followed by Bronchitis and Pneumonia (nearly 15 per cent.), Debility (7 per cent.), and Phthisis (8 per cent.).

-, 18. Infectious Diseases.~—The most prevalent infectious disease during the month was Phthisis, of which 83 cases

were reported (sll from Colombo), followed by Measles 79 (43 in Colombo, 16 in Kandy, 14 in Nuwara Eliya, 3 in

* Kalutara), Enteric Fever 53 (44 in Colombo, 3 each in Moratuwa, Kalutara, and Kandy), Chickenpor 21.(10 in Colombo,

* 5 in Kandy), Continued Fever 14 (all sin Colombo), Mumps 2 (1 each in Colombo and Nuwara Eliya), 1 each from

Whooping Cough and Diarrhoea (in Colombo). .
T L . Moeteorology. § S

14. Rainfall.—¢ Hatton and Dikoya?¥ records the highest rainfall (29-80 inches), followed by Gampola

. ®(15-97 inches). The next highest (15°79 inches and 10-75 inches) were in Ratnapura and Kandy, while-in the other

towns the rainfall ranged from 8°88 inches in Matale to 017 inch in Anuradhapura,

: 16. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from' 58-0° in Nuwara Eliya to 85-8° in Batticaloa, 84°8° in
Trincomalee, 84-3° in Mannar, and was 82"- 3°in Colongbo ‘and 76+7° in Kandy. )
; 16. For detailed information see Tables I. and 1L for all towns, and Tables III, and IV. for the city of Colombo,
C o in the Appendix. . :

] r:":f;55‘:Begistrar-General? Office, S E. Sm;'mn,
¥, % - Colombo, August 17, 1912. - L o . Acting Registrar-General.

»
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