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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
MONTH OF OCTOBER, 1912.

, REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

‘T'HI1s report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 31 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31—36.

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Births.

2. The births registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,199 (626 males and 573 females), and
were equal to an annual rate of 26’61 per 1,000, against 27°01 during the preceding month, 28-05 in the corresponding

month of last year, and 29°56 the monthly average for the sixty months, July, 1907, to June, 1912. Of the towns

(excluding Vavuniys and Lunugale, which have a population under 1,000), the highest birth-rate was in Hambantota
(6043, average 37°18), and the lowest in Kalpitiya (7'33, average 24-47).

. 3. In the city of Colombo* the births numbered 446 (235 males and 211 females), and were equal to an annual
ratet of 28°20 per 1,000, against 22-74 in the preceding month, 23'29 in the corresponding month of last year, and
25'19 the monthly average. Of the wards (omitting ¥ort and Galle Face and the Pettah, which contain a mainly

floating population), the highest birth-rate was in Wellawatta (23-64, average 30:64), followed by Slave Island (23-33,

average 23'74), and the lowest was in Kollupitiya {10-13, average 17:02). |

Deaths,

4, The deaths registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,329 (763 males and 566 females), and
were equal to an annual rate of 25°87 per 1,000, against 27° 40 in the preceding month, 31°47 in the corresponding
month of last year, and 30°79 the monthly average. Of the towns (excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala), the highest
death-rate was in Anuradhapura (68°16, average 56°29), and the lowest was in Panadure (10:52, average 25+ 96).

5. In the city of Colombo* the deaths registered numbered 501 (2856 males and 216 females), and were equal to
an annual ratet of 25°70 per 1,000, against 26-74 in the preceding month, 3240 in the corresponding month of last
year, and 32°29 the monthly average. Omitting Fort and Galle Face'Ward and the Pettah Ward, the lowest death-rate
was in Kollupitiya (529, average 18- 89), and the highest in Wellawatta (30-65, average 26:08). -

Infantile Mortalitys

6. 'The infantile mortality of the 31 towns was equal to a rate of 233 per 1,000 births registered, égainst
261 in the preceding month, 266 in the corresponding month of last year, and 257 the monthly average. In the towns
having an estimated population of 5,000 or more, the infantile mortality ranged from 7560 in Anuradhapura (average

424), 429 in Badulla (average 258), 3856 in Nuwara Eliya (average 285), to 111 each in Trincomalee, Kurunegals, andd

Kalutara-(average 283, 3562, and 163 respectively), and 91 in Weligama (average 301).

7: The infantile mortality in the city of Colombo was 260 per 1,000 births registered, against 265 in the-pi'eceding
month, 319 in the corresponding month of last year, and 316 the monthly average, and ranged from 511 in New Bazaar
(average 398) to 185 in Kotahena (average 322). | ' ,

Causes of Death.

8. Infants.—Out of the 1,329 deaths at all ages in the 31 towns, 279 were among infants under one year. Of
these, the chief causes were 83 Convulsions (including 41 in Colombo, 6 in Kandy); 47 Debility, (13 in Colombo, 9 in
Jafina) ; 38 Premature Birth (11in Colombo,7 in Moratuwa); 25 Telanus (8 in Galle, 6 in Colombo) ; 24 Prneumonia (13 in
Colombo, 3 in Galle); 16 Bronchitis (8 in C_}olqmbo, 7 in Jaffina); 7 Diarrhea (3 in Colombo); 6 Enterdts (3 in Colombo)

0. In the city of Colombo, out of the 501 deaths from all causes at all ages, 116 were among infants under one
vear. Of these, the chief causes were 41 Convulsions (14 in Maradans, exclusive of hospitals, 9 in New Bazasar,
7 in Slave Island, 13 Debility (8 in New Bazaar); 13 Pneumonia (5 in Maradana, exclusive of hospitals, 3 in Slave
Island); 11 Premature Birth (5 in Maradana hospitals, 3 m ' Maradana, exclusive of hospitals); 8 Bronchitis (3 in
St. P&U.PS, 2 in New B&Z&&r); 6 Telarnus (5 mn KOtalhen&) 3 3 Diarrhea (1 each in ]&I8;'!."&(1&1’:],_a.’es exclusive of hospibals’
Slave Island, and Wellawatta); 3 Enteritis (2 in New Bazaar). :
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@ ¥ Consequent on the extension of the Municipal limits of the Colombo town on November 9 last by.the addition of
Wellawatta, the limits of the registration division of Kollupitiya Ward was altered with efiect from January 1, 1912, by Proclamation

of DeYember 18, 1911. _ . . )
+ The city-rate is worked out differently from the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital events, &e.,cnot assignable

Lo wards. :
¢ (1)
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10. Gener&l Mortality (One Year and over). —Out of the 1 ,080 deaths of persons one year and over in age in thes

31 towns, there were 116 from Phthisis (67 in Colombo, 10 in Mora.tuw&, 7 in Kalutara); 109 from Pneumonia (36 in
 Colombo, 12 in Moratuwa, 11 in Kandy); 95 from Digrrhea (17 in Ratnapura, 11 in Colombo; 7 1n Jafina); 78 from
Dysentery (19 in Colombo, 12 in Moratuwsa, 7 in Nawala.pmya,) 51 from Enteritis (35 in Colombo, 6 in Badulla); 39 from
Anchylostomwsw or Dochmws Duodenalis (9 in Matale, 8 in Colombo, 6 in Ka.ndy) ; 31 from Malarial Cachexia (5 in
‘Batticaloa, 4 in Ratnapura); 30 from Convulsions (13 in Colombo, 4 in Kandy, 3 in Matara); 29 from Enteric Fever (16
T in Colombo, 5 in Moratuwa, 4 in Jaffna); 26 from Malaria (7in J aﬁna 3in Anuradhapura) ; 23 from Adccidents or Negligence
(9 in Colonibo, 3 in Kandy); ; 19 from Puerperal Septiceemia (3 sach in Colombo, Moratuwa, Jafina, and Galle); 14 from

Bronchitis (5 in Colombo, 3 in Weligama); 13 from Beright's Disease and Nephritis (8 in Colombo, 2 in Jaffna); 12 from
- Cancers (5 in Colombo; 2 in Trineomalee).

11. The highest mortality in the city of Colombo was from Phthisis (17 per cent. of all deaths one year “and
over), followed by Pneumonia and Hnierites (each 9 per cent,), Dysentery (nearly b per cent. ), Hnteric Fever (4 per cent.),
Convulsions (3 per cent.). Out of the 118 deaths from Phthisis in all towns, 67 occurred in Colombo. Phthisis and
Pneumonia were together responsible for 116 deaths at all ages in the city, or 22 per cent. of the deaths from ail causes.

12. Taking all towns together, Diarrhea and Dysentery contributed the highest mortality (nearly 14 per cent.),

followed by Bronchitis and Pnreumonia (12 per cont.), Phthzsas (nearly 9 per cent.), Infantile Oonvulsz,ons(s per cent.), and
Debulity (nearly 7 per cent.), -,

. 13, Infectwus Diseases.-—The most prevalent infectious disease during the month was Phthisis, of which 69 cases
.~ WOLre reported (all in Colombo), followed by Measles 67 (35 in Colombo, 9 cach in. Kandy and Kegalla), thclcenpofv 67 (19
>~ in Kandy, 17 in Colombo, 10 in Nuwars Eliya, 8 in Trincomalee), E"ntemc Fever 43 (39 in Colombo, 3 in Moratuwa),
f"on;mued Fever 14 (12 in Colombo), Dysentery 9 (all in Moratuwa), Diphtheria 6 (all i in Colombo), Diarrhes 2 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.

14. Ramfall ;-—Ra,tna.pura records the highest rainfall (2683 inches), followed by Galle (1958 inches). The next

highest (18:683 inches and 17°01 inches) were in Kalutara and Kurunegala, while ‘in- the other towns the rairfall
r&nged from 16° 89 inches in Gampola to 431 inches.in Badulla.

15. Temperature.-~The mean temperature varied from 59-3° in Nuwara Eliya to 83:7° in Mannar, and was
80 6° in Colombo and 75°6° in Kandy.

16. For detailed information see Tables I. and I1. for all towns, and Tables 1II. and 1V. for the city of Colombo,
m iqhe Appendm |

: " : _ ' - . '
.« Registrar-General’s Oﬂice, " | P. ARUNACHALAM,
¢ Colombo, November 13 1912. Registrar-General.
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* This includes 27 deaths from Senility (13 in Maradana exclusive of hospitals), 23 from Debility (6 in Kotahena), and 7 from Worms (3 in Kotahena).
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