
S U P P L E M E N T

TO THE

0 I t y j i m  ( B v b z x t m z n i '
PART I.

No. 6,537 —  FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1912.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF NOVEMBER, 1912.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL;

This r e p o r t  d ea ls  w ith  th e  V ita l  S ta tis t ic s  o f  .th e  31 p r in c ip a l t o w n s  in  th e  I s la n d  p r o c la im e d  u n d e r  s e c t io n s  31— 36 
o f  th e  O r d in a n ce  N o . 1 o f  1893.

Births.
2 . T h e  b ir th s  re g is te re d  in  th e  31 t o w n s  d u r in g  th e  m o n th  n u m b e r e d  1 ,2 7 6  (6 7 0  m a les  a n d  60 6  fe m a le s ) , a n d  

w ere  e q u a l t o  a n  a n n u a l ra te  o f  29 • 24  p e r  1 ,0 0 0 , a g a in s t  -26 ■ 61 d u r in g  th e  p r e c e d in g  m o n t h , 30  • 61 in, the, c o r r e s p o n d in g  
m o n th  o f  la s t  y e a r , a n d  2 9 ’ 56 th e  m o n t h ly  a v e ra g e  f o r  th e  s ix t y  m o n t h s , J u ly ,  1 9 07 , t o  J u n e , 1912. O f t h e  to w n s  
(e x c lu d in g  V a v u n iy a  a n d  L u n u g a la , w h ich  h a v e  a  p o p u la t io n  u n d e r  1 ,0 0 0 ) , th e  h ig h e st  b ir th -ra te  w a s  in  M o ra tu w a  
( 5 2 -5 7 ,  a v e r a g e  3 5 -6 7 ) ,  a n d  th e  lo w e s t  in  A n u ra d h a p u r a  (1 0 -9 1 ,  a v e r a g e  2 3 -7 7 ) .

3. I n  t h e  c i t y  o f  C o lo m b o *  th e  b ir th s  n u m b e re d  4 7 9  (2 4 9  m a le s  a n d  2 3 0  fe m a le s ) , a n d  w ere  e q u a l  t o  a n  a n n u a l 
r a t e f  o f  2 5 -7 5  p e r  1 ,0 0 0 , a g a in st  2 3 -2 0  in  th e  p re c e d in g  m o n t h , 2 6 -2 5  in  th e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  m o n th  o f  la s t  y e a r ,  a n d  
2 6 -1 9  th e  m o n t h ly  a v e ra g e . O f  th e  w a rd s  (o m it t in g  F o r t  a n d  G a lle  F a c e  a n d  th e  P e t t a h , w h ich  c o n t a in  a  m a in ly  
f lo a t in g  p o p u la t io n ) ,  th e  h ig h e st  b ir th -r a te  w a s  in  W e lla w a t ta  (4 3 -4 4 ,  a v e r a g e  3 0 -6 4 ) ,  a n d  th e  lo w e st  w a s  in  K o l lu p i t iy a  
F l 3 - 2 0 , a v e ra g e  17 * 02 ).

Deaths. '
4 . T h e  d e a th s  r e g is te re d  in  th e  31 t o w n s  d u r in g  th e  m o n th  n u m b e r e d  1 ,6 18  (8 3 3  m ales  &nd 685. fe m a le s ) , a n d  

w ere  e q u a l t o  a n  a n n u a l r a t e 'o f  2 9 -8 0  p e r  1 ,0 0 0 , a g a in s t  2 5 -8 7  in  th e  p r e c e d in g  m o n t h , 3 5 -2 5  in  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  
m o n th  o f  la s t  y e a r , a n d  3 0 -7 9  th e  m o n t h ly  a v e ra g e . O f  t h e  t o w n s  (e x c lu d in g  V a v u n iy a  a n d  L u n u g a la ) , t h e  h ig h e st  
d e a th -r a te  w a s in  A n u ra d h a p u ra  (4 7 * 7 9 , a v e r a g e  5 6 " 2 9 ) ,  a n d  th e  lo w e s t  w a s  in  N u w a ra  E l iy a  (6 -4 7 ,  a v e r a g e  1 3 -5 4 ) .

5. I n  th e  c i t y  o f  C o lo m b o *  th e  d e a th s  r e g is te re d  n u m b e re d  5 4 4  (3 1 2  m a le s  a n d  2 3 2  fe m a le s ) , a n d  w ere  e q u a l t o  
a n  a n n u a l r a t e -)  o f  2 8 - 77  p e r  1 ,0 0 0 , a g a in st  2 5 "7 0  in  th e  p re c e d in g  m o n t h ,  3 5 * 1 4  in  th e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  m o n t h  * o f  la s t  
y e a r ,  a n d  3 2 -2 9  th e  m o n t h ly  a v e ra g e . O m itt in g  F o r t  a n d  G a lle  F a c e  W a r d  a n d  th e  P e tta h  W a r d , th e  lo w e s t  d e a th -r a te  
w as in  K o l lu p it iy a  ( 1 0 -4 7 ,  a v e ra g e  1 8 -8 9 ) ,  a n d  th e  h ig h e s t  in  N e w  B a z a a r  (2 6 -4 6 ,  a v e ra g e  28 -80 ).

♦ Infantile Mortality.
6. T h e  in fa n t ile  m o r t a lit y  o f  th e  31 to w n s  w a s  e q u a l t o  a  r a te  o f  2 8 0  p e r  1 ,0 0 0  b ir th s  r e g is te r e d , a g a in st

233 in  th e  p re c e d in g  m o n t h , 303 in  th e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  m o n th  o f  la s t  y e a r ,  a n d  257 th e  m o n th ly  a v e r a g e . I n  t h e  t o w n s  
h a v in g  a n  e s t im a te d  p o p u la t io n  o f  5 ,0 0 0  o r  m o r e , th e  in fa n t ile  m o r t a lit y  r a n g e d  fr o m  800  in  A n u r a d h a p u r a  (a v e r a g e  
4 2 4 ) , 53 8  in  P u t ta la m  (a v e ra g e  2 9 0 ), 5 2 9  in  M a ta le  (a v e ra g e  2 6 7 ), t o  130  in  N e g o m b o  (a v e r a g e  1 8 4 ), 83  in  N u w a r a  E liy a  
( a v e r a g e  2 8 5 ), a n d  34 in  K a lu ta r a  (a v e r a g e  16 3 ). *

7. T h e  in fa n t ile  m o r t a lit y  in  th e  c i t y  o f  C o lo m b o  w a s  305  p e r  1 ,0 0 0  b ir th s  r e g is te r e d , a g a in st  2 6 0  in  t h e  p r e c e d in g  
m o n t h , 373 in  th e  c o rr e s p o n d in g  m o n t h  o f  la s t  y e a r ,  a n d  316 th e  m o n t h ly  a v e r a g e , a n d  r a n g e d  fr o m  611 in  S t . P a u l ’s 
(a v e ra g e  4 1 3 ) t o  146 in  W e lla w a t ta  (a v e r a g e  2 3 4 ).

Causes of Death. •
8. I n f a n t s .— O u t  o f  th e  1 ,5 1 8  d e a th s  a t  a ll a g es  in  th e  31 t o w n s , 3 5 7  w ere  a m o n g  in fa n ts  U nder o n e  y e a r . O f  

th ese , th e  c h ie f  ca u ses  w ere  102 C o n v u ls io n s  ( in c lu d in g  42  in  C o lo m b o , 9  in  M o r a tu w a , 7 e a c h  in  W e lig a m a  a n d  
B a t t i c a io a ) ; 67 D e b i l i t y  (2 8  in  C o lo m b o , 8  in  M a ta le , 7 in  J a f fn a ) ; 4 7  P r e m a t u r e  B ir t h  (21  in  C o lo m b o , 6  e a c h  in  K a n d y  
a n d  G a l le ) ; 33  P n e u m o n i a  (1 8  in  C o l o m b o ) ; 2 6  T e t a n u s  (1 2  in  G a lle , 5  e a c h  in  C o lo m b o  a n d  J a f fn a ) ; 18 B r o n c h i t i s  (9  in 
J a ffn a , 6 in  C o lo m b o ) ; 13 D ia r r h o e a  (4  e a c h  in  C o lo m b o  a n d  M o r a t u w a ) ; 10  E n t e r i t i s  (4  in  C o lo m b o , 3 in  M ora tu w a ).

9 . I n  th e  c i t y  o f  C o lo m b o , o u t  o f  th e  6 4 4  d e a th s  fr o m  a ll ca u s e s  a t  a ll  a g es , 146  w ere  a m o n g  in fa n ts  u n d er  on e  
y e a r . O f  th e s e , th e  c h ie f  ca u ses  w e re  4 2  C o n v u ls i o n s  (13  in  M a r a d a n a , e x c lu s iy e  o f  h o s p ita ls , 7  in  S t. 'P a u l ’ s) ;
28 .De&tWty (9  in  S t. P a u l ’ s , 7 in  N e w  B a z a a r ) ;  2 1  P r e m a t u r e  B i r t h  (9  in  M a ra d a n a  h osp ita ls*  5  in  K o ta h e n a ).; 18 
P n e u m o n ia  (0  in  K o t a h e n a ) ; 6 B r o n c h i t i s  (3  in  M a ra d a n a , e x c lu s iv e  o f  h o s p ita ls , 2 ip  N e w  B a z a a r ) ;  5 T e t a n u s  (io. . 
K o t a h e n a ) ; 4  D ia r rh o e a  (3  in  M a ra d a n a , e x c lu s iv e  o f  h o s p ita ls , 1 in  K o t a h e n a )  ; 4  E n t e r i t i s  (2  e a c h  in  M a ra d a n a  h osp ita ls  
a n d  M a ra d a n a , e x c lu s iv e  o f  h o s p ita ls ).

*  C onsequent on  the extension o f the M unicipal lim its o f  the C o lom b o  tow n  on  N ov em b er  9 la st by  die addition o f  
W ellaw atta , the lim its o f  the registration d ivis ion  o f K o llu p it iy a W a r d  w a s a ltered  w ith  effect from  January 1 ,1 9 1 2 , by, Proclam ation

of D e c e m b e r . g w orjce^  ou t  d ifferently  from  th e  w ard-rates, an d  takes in to  a cc o u n t hospital events, Ao,, n o t  assignable

to  w ards. ( 1 )
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'  10. General Mortality (One Year and over).—Out of the 1,161 deaths of persons one year and over in agecin the
31 towns, there were 153 from P n e u m o n i a  (55 in Colombo, 14 in Kandy, 13 in Moratuwa, 8 in Jaffna); 102 from D ia r rh o e a  
(.21 in Ratnapura, 11 in Kandy, 9 each in Colombo and Negombo) ; 98 from P h t h i s i s  .(47. in Colombo, 14 in Galle, 10 

, in Kandy); 94 from D y s e n t e r y  (34 in Colombo, 10 in Kandy, 8 in Moratuwa); 68 from E n t e r i t i s  (36 in Colombo, 8 in 
iiunugala, 6 in “  Hatton and Dikoya” ) ; 40 from M a l a r i a  (16 in Jaffna, 7 in Anuradhapura); 36 from A n c h y lo s t o m i a s is  
hr D o c h m iu s . D u o d e n a l i s  (7 in Matale, 6 in Kandy, 4 each in Badulla and Ratnapura); 34 from M a l a r ia l  C a c h e x ia  

/(4 in Matara', 3 each in Mannar, Battiealoa, Kurunegals, and Ratnapura); 29 ir o n *  C o n v u ls io n s  (Q in- Colombo, 6 in 
Kandy); 29 from A c c i d e n t s  or N e g l ig e n c e  (8 ,in Colombo, 3 in Moratuwa); 25 from E n t e r i c  F e v e r  (13 in Colombo, 3 
in Moratuwa, 2 each in Kandy and Galle); 24 from B r o n c h i t i s  (15 in Colombo); 24 from B r ig h t 's  D i s e a s e  and 
N e p h r i t i s  (14 in Colombo, 3 in Moratuwa); 13 from P u e r p e r a l  S ep tica e m ia  (3 each in Colombo and Moratuwa).

11. The highest mortality in the city of Colombo was from P n e u m o n i a  (14 per cent, of all deaths one year and 
"■over), followed by P h t h i s i s  (12 per cent.), E n t e r i t i s  (9 per cent,), D y s e n t e r y  (nearly 9 per cent.), B r o n c h i t i s  and B r ig h t ’ s

D is e a s e  and N e p h r i t i s  (each nearly 4 per cent.). Out of the 98 deaths from P h t h i s i s  in all towns,- 47 occurred in 
* Colombo. P h t h i s i s  and P n e u m o n i a  were together responsible for 120 deaths at all ages in the city, or 22 per cent, of the 

deaths from all causes.
12. Taking all towns together, B r o n c h i t i s  and P n e u m o n i a  contributed the highest mortality (15 per cent.), 

followed by D ia r rh o e a  and D y s e n t e r y  (14 per cent.), I n f a n t i l e  C o n v u ls io n s  (9 per cent.), D e b i l i t y  (7 per cent.), P h t h i s i s  
. (6 per cent.), and E n t e r i t i s  (5 per cent.).

13. I n f e c t i o u s  D i s e a s e s .—The most prevalent infectious disease during the month was M e a s l e s ; of which 71 cases 
were reported (27 in Colombo, 15 in Kandy, 8 in Hambantota), followed by P h t h i s i s  55 (48 in-Colombo, 3 in Matara, 2 
in Badulla), E n t e r i c  F e v e r  53 (30:’,in Colombo, 7 in Moratuwa, 5 in Matale, 3 in Jaffna), C h ic h e n p o x  53 (14 in Kandy, 
11 in Colombo, 8 in Galle, 7 in Jalftna), C o n t in u e d  F e v e r  26 (19 in Colombo, 3 in Hambantota), D ia r rh o e a  4 (2 in Colombo, 
leach in Kalutara and Kandy), D y s e n t e r y  4 (in Galle), M u m p s  3 (2 in Colombo, 1 in Battiealoa), and D ip h t h e r ia  1 
(in Kandy).

Meteorology.
14. R a in fa l l .—Hambantota records the highest rainfall (16-42 inches), followed by Mullaittivu (13-85 inches). The 

, next highest (13-41 inches and 13-37 inches) were in Kalutara and Battiealoa, while in the other towns the rainfall ranged
from 12" 82 inches in Jaffna to 4-19 inches in Galle.

15. ' T e m p e r a tu r e .—The mean temperature varied from 59-1° in Nuwara Eliya to 81-0° in Mannar, and was 
80-3° in Colombo and 76-5° in Kandy.

16. For detailed information see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV. for the city of Colombo, 
in the Appendix. -

Registrar-General’s Office, P, Arun achat, am,
Colombo, December 13, 1912. - Registrar-General.
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