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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
MONTH OF NOVEMBER, 1912. '

|

-

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

THIs report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 31 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31—36
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1893. ‘ . | e ‘
Births. | :

2. The births registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,276 (670 males and 606 females), ard
were equal to an annual rate of 29-24 per 1,000, against 2661 during the preceding month, 30° 61 in, the corresponding
month of last year, and 2956 the monthly average for the sixty months, July, 1907, to June, 1912. Of the towns °
(excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, W}}iCh have a population under 1,000), the highest birth-rate was in Moratuwa
(52° 57, average 35 67), and the lowest in Anuradhapura (1091, average 23'77). ,

3. In the city of Colombo* the births numbered 479 (249 males and 230 females), and were equal to an snnual
ratet of 2575 per 1,000, against 23°20 in the preceding month, 26°25 in the corresponding month of last year, and
- 95°19 the monthly average. Of the wards (omitting Fort and Galle Face and the Pettah, which contain a mainly
oating population), the highest birth-rate was in Wellawatta (43-44, average 30°64), and the lowest was in Kollupitiya

f13'20, average 17°02).

}

-4

. .
- Deaths., - L
| 4, The deaths registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,518 (833 males 8nd 685 females), and
were equal to an annnal rate of 29°80 per 1,000, against 2587 in the preceding month, 35°25 in the corresponding

month of last year, and 30°79 the monthly average. Of the towns (excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala), the highest
death-rate was in Anuradhapura (47°79, average 56°29), and the lowest was in Nuwara Eliya (647, average 13°54).

- 5. In the city of Colombo* the deaths registered nutizbered 544 (312 males and 232 females), and were equal to
an annual ratet of 28:77 per 1,000, against 25°70 in the preceding month, 35°14 in the corresponding month-of last
year, and 32'29 the monthly average. Omitting Fort and Galle Face Ward and the Pettah Ward, the lowest death-rate
was in Kollupitiya (10-47, average 18- 89), and the highest in New Bazaar (2646, average 28-80).

. Infantile Mortality.

6. The infantile mortality of the 31 towns was equal to a rate of 280 per 1,000 births registered, against
283 in the preceding month, 303 in the corresponding month of last year, and 257 the monthly average. In the “fcwns
having an estimated population of 5,000 or more, the infantile mortality ranged from 800 in Anuradhapura (average
424), 538 in Puttalam (average 290}, 529 in Matale (average 267), to 130 in-Negombo (average 184), 83 in Nuwara Eliya
(average 285), and 34 in Kalutara (average 163). he ’ - vt

7. 'The infantile mortality in the city of Colombo was 306 per 1,000 births registered, against 260 in the pre@eding |
month, 373 in the corresponding month of last year, and 316 the monthly average, and ranged from 511 in St. Paul’s
(average 413) to 146 in Wellawatta (average 234). :

Catuses of Death.

8. Infants.—Qut of the 1,618 deaths at all ages in the 31 towns, 357 were among infants under one year. Of .
these, the chief causes were 102 Convulsions (including 42 in Colombo, 9 in Moratuwa, 7 each in Wefig&ma and
Batticaloa); 67 Debility (28 in Colombo, 8 in Matsale, 7 in Jaffna); 47 Premature Birth (21 in Colombo, 6 each in Kandy
and Galle); 33 Pneumonia (18 in Colombo); 26 Telanus (12 in Galle, 5 each in Colombe and Jafina): 18 Bronchitis (2 in
Jaffna, 6 in Colombo}; 13 Diarrhea (4 each in Colombo and Moratuwa); 10 Enteritis (4 in Colombo, 3 in Moratuwa).

o 9. In the city of Colombo, out of the 644 deaths from all causes at all ages, 146 were among irnfants under one
vear. Of these, the chief causes were 42 Convulsions (13 in Maradana, exclusive of hospitals, 7 in St. "~Paul’s);
98 Debility (9 in St. Paul’s, 7 in New Bazaar); 21 Premafure "Birth (9 in Maradana hospitals, & in Kotahena); 18

- Pneumonio (6 in Kotahena); 6 Bronchitis (3 in Maradena, -exclusive of hospitals, 2 in New Bazaar);. § Zelanus (i
Kotahena); 4 Diarrheo (3 in Maradans, exclusive of hospitals, 1 in Kotahena) ; 4 Enferitis (2 each in Maradana hospitals
and Maradansa, exclusive of hospitals). | - B
the addition of

by Proclamation
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* Consequent on the extension of the Municipal limits of the Colombo town on November 9 last. by
Wellawatta, the limits of the registration division of Kollupitiya Ward was alteréd with effect from January 1, 1912,

of December 18, 1911, . ‘ o ‘ | .
?ci' The cibs’r-ra,te is worked out differently from the ward-rates, and takes into acoount hospitel events, &0, nob ass:agnf.?ble

to wards. - ~ o ) ( 1 )



(2°) "

“ 10.. -General Mortality (One Year and over).—Out of the 1,161 deaths of persons one year and over in age “in the
31 towns, theré were 153 from Preurmonia (55 in Colombo, 14 in Kandy, 13 in Moratuwa, 8 in Jaffna); 102 from Diarrhaea
: (21 in Ratnapura, 11 in Kandy, 9 '.ea,ch in COIOmbg and Negombo) ; 98 from Phihisis (47 in Colombo, 14 in Galle, 10
. in Kandy); 94 from Dysentery ( 34 1n Colombo, 10 in Kandy, 8 in Moratuwa); 68 from Enteritis (36 in Colombo, 8 in
Lunugala, 6in ¢ Hatton and Dikoya’’); 40 from Malaria (16 in Jaffna, 7 in Anuradhapura); 35 from Anchylostomiasis
" or Dochmius. Duodernalis (1 in Matale, 6 in Kandy, 4 each in Badulla and Ratnapura); 34 from Malarial Cachexia
",'(-4""in-l\f]'fa;taifa{, 3 each in Mannar, Batticaloa, Kurunegala, and Ratnapura); 29 from Convulsions (9 i Colombo, 6 in
' Kandy); 29 from Accidents or Negligence (8, in Colombo, 3 in Moratuwa); 25 from Enteric Fever (13 in Colombo, 3
. in Moratuwa, 2 each in Kandy and Galle); 24 from Bronchitis (16 in Colombo); 24 from Bright's Discase and

*  Nephiitis (14 in Colombo, 3 in Moratuwa) ; 13 from Puerperal Septicemic (3 each in Colombo and Moratuwa).

11. The highest mortality in the city of Colombo was from Pneumonia (14 per cent. of all deaths one year and

".over), followed by Phthisis (12 per cent.), Enteritis (9 per cent,), Dysentery (nearly 9 per cent.), Bronchitis and Bright’s

- Disease and. Nephritis (each nearly 4 per cent.). QOut of the 98 deaths from Phthisis in all towns, 47 occurred in

* Colombo. Phthists and Preumonia were together responsible for 120 deaths at all ages in the city, or 22 per cent, of the
"deaths from all causes. ‘

12. Taking all towns together, Bronchitis and Pneumonia contributed the highest mortality (15 per cent.),

 followed by Diarrhaea and Dysentery (14 per cent.), Infantile Convulsions (9 per cent.), Debility (7 per cent.), Phthisis
. (8 per cent.), and Enterdis (5 per cent.).

. 13. Infectious Diseases.—The most prevalent infectious disease during the month was Measles; of which 71 cases
were reported (27 in Colombo, 15 in Kandy, 8 in Hambantota), followed by Phthisis 56 (48 in.Colombo, 3 in Matara, 2
in Badulla), Enteric Fever 53 (30:in Colombo, 7 in Moratuwa, 5 in Matale, 3 in Jaffna), COhickenpox 53 (14 in Kandy, -
11 in, Colombo, 8 in Galle, 7 in Jafina), Continued Fever 26 (19 in Colombo, 3 in Hambantota), Diarrhea 4 (2 in Colombo,
1 each in Kalutara and Kandy), Dysentery 4 (in Galle), Mumps 3 (2 in Colombo, 1 in Batticaléa), and Diphtheria 1
(in Kandy). .

- Meteorology.

14, Rainfoll.—Hambantota records the highest rainfall (16- 42 inches), followed by Mullaittivu (1385 inches). The

» next highest (13-41 inches and 13°37 inches) were in Kalutara and Batticaloa, while in the other towns the rainfall ranged
- from 12° 82 inches in Jaffna to 4°19 inches in. Galle. "

15. * Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 59:1° in Nuwara Eliya to 81:'0° in Mannar, and was
80-3° in Colombo and 756°5° in Kandy. ' J -

16. For detailed information see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV, for the city of Colombo,
in the Appendix, |

Registrar-General’s Office, - P, ARUNACHALAM,
Colombo, Deceraber 13, 1912. o : Registrar-General. -
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