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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF MAY, 1913.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL;

This report deals-with the Vital Statistics o f the 31 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under seotions 31-36 
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.

Births.
2. The births registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,334 (701 males and 633 females), and 

were eqpal to an annual rate of 28-82 per 1,000, against 30-99 during the preceding month, 27-91 in the corresponding 
month of last year, and 29 • 29 the monthly average for the sixty-six months, July, 1907, to December, 1912. : O f the towns 
(excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala, which have a population under 1,000), the highest birth-rate was in Negombo 
(61 • 32, average 36 • 96), and the lowest in Nuwara Eliya (9-62, average 15• 80).

; 3. In the city of Colombo* the births numbered 493 (269 males anc[ 224 females), and were equal to an annual ratef
of 24-62 per 1,000, against 24-36 in the preceding month. 23-05 in the corresponding month oblast yeaf. and 24-95 the 
monthly average. Of the wards (omitting Port and Galle Pace and the Pettah, which contain a mainly Boating population), 
the highest birth-rate was in Wellawatta (35- 07, average 31-81), and the lowest in Kollupitiya (11-84, average 16-36).

Deaths.
4. The deaths registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,417 (786 males and 631 females), and were 

equal to an annual rate of 27-86 per 1,000, against 29-86 in the preceding month, 28-39 in.the corresponding month of 
last year, and 30;59 the monthly average. Of the towns (excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala), the highest death-rate was, 
as in the two previous months, in Mannar (53-32, average 42-44), and the lowest in Weligama (8-31, average 14-40).

(■$5. In the city of Colombo* the deaths registered numbered 513 (295 males and 218 females), and were equal to an 
annual ratet of 26-25 per 1,000, against 24-43 in the preceding month, 30-01 in the corresponding month of last year, 
and 31-88 the monthly average. Omitting Port and Galle Pace Ward and the Pettah Ward: the lowest death-rate was, 
as usual, in Kollupitiya (9-39, average 18-06), and the highest, as in the previous month, in New Bazaar (23-92, average 
28-24).

0 6. The number of stillbirths registered in the 31 towns during-the month numbered 76 (46 males and 30 females), 
against 77 in the preceding month.

* Infantile Mortality.
7. The infantile mortality of the 31 towns was equal to a rate of 283 per 1,000 births registered, against 262 in the 

preceding month, 240 in the corresponding month of last year, and 258 the monthly average. In the towns having 
an estimated population of 5,000 or more, the infantile mortality ranged from 474 in Batticaloa (average 354), 400 in 
Trincomalee (average 278), 365 in Jaffna (average 271), to 143 in Chilaw (average 199), 130 in Weligama (average 104), 
and 83 in Anuradhapura (average 435).

8. The infantile mortality in the city of Colombo was 329 per 1,000 births registered, against 311 in the preceding 
month, 340 in the corresponding month of last year, and 316 the monthly average, and ranged from 635 in New Bazaar 
(average 402), to 292 in Kotahena (average 319).

Causes of Death.
9. In fa n ta .— Out of the 1,417 deaths at all ages in the 31 towns, 301 were among infants under one year. Of 

these, the chief causes were 109 C on vu lsion s (45 in Colombo, 12 in Galle, 5 each in Moratuwa, Kalutara, Nawalapitiya, 
and Batticaloa) ;• 64 D e b ility  (27 in Colombo, 11 in Jaffna, 6 each in Negombo and K andy); 21 B ron ch itis (12 in Colombo, 
8 in Jaffna); 19 P rem a tu re B irth  (5 in Jaffna, 4 in Colombo, 3 each in Kandy and Trincomalee); 18 P n eu m on ia  (7 hi 
Colombo, 5 inMoratuwa); 15 D iarrhoea  (5 each in Colombo and Negombo); 15 E n teritis  (12 in Colombo); 12 T eta n u s (5 in 
Jaffna, 4 in Colombo).

10. In the city of Colombo, out of the 513 deaths from all causes at all ages, 129 were among infants under one 
year. Of these, the chief causes were 45 C on vu lsion s (13 in Maradana, exclusive o f hospitals, 8 in New Bazaar, 7 in 
mave Island, 5 in St. Paul’s ) ; 27 D eb ility  (9 in Kotahena, 4 in San Sebastian, 3 each in New Bazaar, Slave Island, and 
Wellawatta); 12 B ron ch itis (3 each in St. Paul’s, New Bazaar, and Maradana, exclusive o f hospitals); 12 E n teritis  (4 in 
Kollupitiya, 2 each in New Bazaar, Maradana hospitals, and Wellawatta); 7 P n eu m on ia  (2 each in New New Bazaar and 
Maradana, exclusive of hospitals) ; 5 D iarrhoea  (2 in Maradanft, exclusive o f hospitals); 4 P rem a tu re B irth (1 each in 
Maradana hospitals, Maradana, exclusive of hospitals, Slave Island, and Wellawatta); 4 T eta n u s (in Kotahena).

*  C o n se q u e n t o n  th e  ex te n sio n  o f  th e  M u n icip a l lim its  o f  th e  C o lo m b o  to w n  on  N o v e m b e r  9 ,  1 9 1 1 , b y  th e  a d d itio n  o f  
W e lla w a tta , th e  lim its  o f  th e  registration  d iv isio n  ofE K ollupitiya W a r d  w ere a ltered  w ith  effect fr o m ja n u a r y  1 ,1 9 1 2 ,  b y  P ro cla m a tio n  
of D ecem b er 1 8 , 1 9 1 1 . .  ̂ 4 . , ,

t  T h e  c ity -r a te  is ' w o rk e d  o u t  differen tly  fr o m  th e  w a rd -ra tes, a n d  tak es in to  a c c o u n t h o sp ita l e v e n ts , & e ., n o t  assign a ble  
to  w ards.



( 2 )

11. General Mortality {One Year and over).— Out of the 1,116 deaths of persons one year and over in age in the 31 
towns, there were 115 from Phthisis (60 in Colombo,16  in Galle, 10 in Kandy, 7 each in Kalutara and Jaffna) ; 112 from 
Pneumonia (46 in Colombo, 11 in Kandy, 10 in Jaffna., 5 each in Galle and Kurunegala); 83 from Diarrhcea 15 in Ratna- 
pura, 8 in Jaffna, 7 in Hatton and Dilsnya, 6 each in Kandy and Matale); 67 from Dysentery (8 each in Colombo and 
Jaffna, 7 in Badulla, 6 each in Trincomalee and Lunugala); 54 from Anchylastomiasis or Dochmius Duodanalis (9 eaoh in 
Colombo and Galle, 7 Badulla, 6 in Kandy, 5 inMatale); 03 from Enteritis (33 in Colombo, 8 in Badulla, 4 in Lunugala); 
50 from Malarial Cachexia (8 in Ratnapura, 6 in Battioaloa, 5 in Jaffna); 41 from Enteric Fever (21 in Colombo, 8 in 
Moratuwa, 4 in Kalutara); 40 from Malaria (13 in Jaffna, 5 each in Colombo and Trincomalee); 30 from Bronchitis (21 in 
Colombo, 4 in Puttalam); 27 from Convulsions (8 in Colombo, 0 in Trincomalee) ; 27 from Accidents or Negligence (7 in 
Colombo, 4 in Kalutara); 26 from Puerperal Septicsemia (7 in Colombo, 4 in Jaffna, 3 each in Moratuwa and Mannar); 
16 from Bright’s Disease and Nephritis (9 in Colombo).

12. The highest mortality in the city o f Colombo was from Phthisis (nearly 16 per cent, of all deaths one year and 
over), followed by Pneumonia (nearly 12 per cent.), Enteritis (nearly 9 per cent.), Enteric Fever and Bronchitis (each 
nearly 6 per cent.). Out of the 115 deaths from Phthisis in all towns, 60 occurred in Colombo. Phthisis and Pneumonia 
were together responsible for 113 deaths at all ages in the city, or nearly 22 per cent, of the deaths from all causes.

13. Taking all the towns together, Bronchitis and Pneumonia contributed the highest mortality (nearly 13 per 
cent.), followed by Diarrhoea and Dysentery (nearly 12 per cent.), Infantile Convulsions (nearly 9 per cent.). Phthisis 
(nearly 8 per cent.), Debility (nearly 6 per cent.), and Enteritis (nearly 5 per cent.).

14. Infectious Diseases reported.—The most prevalent infectious disease during the month was Chickmvpox, of 
which 118 cases of illness were reported (51 in Colombo, 14 each in JSTuwara Eliya and Galle, 13 in Weligama,, 6 in 
Trincomalee), followed by Measles 101 (85 in Colombo, 8 in Galle, 6 in Kandy, 2 in Matale), Phthisis 82 (79 in Colombo, 
2 in Matale, 1 in Matara), Enteric Fever 54 (41 in Colombo, 6 in Moratuwa, 3 in Galle), Continued Fever 22 (10 in 
Panadure, 5 in Colombo, 3 each in Kalutara and Galle), Mumps 14- (in Colombo), Dysentery 5 (in Galle), Acute Diarrhcea■ 
2 (in Panadure), and Diphtheria 2 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.
16. Rainfall.—Ratnapura records the highest rainfall (20 ■ 63 inches), followed by Galle (10 • 39 inches). The next 

highest (10-23 inches and 9 ’ 9f> inches) were in Matara and Kalutara, while in the other towns the rainfall ranged from 
7’ 70 inches in Gampola to 0-06 inohes in Anuradhapura.

16. Temperature,—The mean temperature varied from 61-4° in Nuwara Eliya to 87-2° in Trincomalee, 
and was 82 • 0° in Colombo and 79 • 1° in Kandy.

17. For detailed information see Tables 1. and II. for all towns, arid Tables III. and IV. for the city of Colombo, 
in the Appendix.

Registrar-General’s Office, B e r t r a m  Hu x ,
Colombo, June 13, 1913. ’ Registrar-General.



Ta
bl

e 
I.—

N
um

be
r 

of
 B

irt
hs

 a
nd

 D
ea

th
s 

re
gi

st
er

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
M

ay
, 1

91
3,

 t
he

ir 
Pr

op
or

tio
n 

pe
r 

1,
00

0 
of

 th
e 

Po
pu

la
tio

n 
pe

r 
An

nu
m

, a
nd

 t
he

 S
til

lb
irt

hs
 a

nd
 t

he
 D

ea
th

s 
of

 C
hi

ld
re

n 
un

de
r 

On
e 

Ye
ar

 a
nd

 th
ei

r P
ro

po
rt

io
n 

pe
r 

1,
00

0 
Re

gi
st

er
ed

 B
irt

hs
, t

og
et

he
r w

ith
 th

e A
ve

ra
ge

 B
irt

h-
 a

nd
 D

ea
th

-ra
te

s a
nd

 In
fa

nt
ile

 M
or

ta
lit

y 
fr

om
 J

ul
y,

 1
90

7,
 t

o 
D

ec
em

be
r, 

19
12

, 
an

d 
th

e M
ea

n 
Te

m
pe

ra
tu

re
 a

nd
 R

ai
nf

al
l i

n 
th

e 
m

on
th

 in
 e

ac
h 

To
w

n 
of

 th
e 

Is
la

nd
 p

ro
cla

im
ed

-u
nd

er
 S

ec
tio

ns
 3

1-
36

 o
f t

he
 O

rd
in

an
ce

 N
o.

 1
 o

f 
18

95
.



T
a

b
le

 H
.—

C
a

u
se

s 
o

f 
D

e
a

th
s 

re
g

is
te

re
d

 d
u

ri
n

g
 M

a
y

, 
1

9
1

3
, 

in
 e

a
ch

 T
o

w
n

 o
f 

th
e

 I
sl

a
n

d
 p

ro
cl

a
im

e
d

 u
n

d
e

r 
S

e
ct

io
n

s 
3

1
—

3
6

 o
f

th
e

 O
rd

in
a

n
ce

 N
o

. 
1 

o
f 

1
8

9
5

.

( ^  }

• s je q '4 0
CO i 
03 1

CO
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 T i l

rH
1 1 1

o04
1 1 1

•eec^1

•sAo i b u
CD03

o
1 1 "  1 1 1 1 1 1

CO 4*1
1 1

pH pH
1 1

©
1 1 1

Oh

a
TO

*saooj\[

. 
19

9 TH •
to i-H 00 03

1 1 1 1 1
©  4*1 04 4*1 04 4*1 

~  1 1
00
4j»TH 1 1 1

bO
fl
0 • S R tu ox

CO
a>

o00
©  *H 4fl H  H  H  1 1©

1 1 r •

ii0111 l 6 1 8

1 
41

6
1

1 1 1

1
i TO

•osei'BH tng 62
6

j

14
5 00 03 1> 4*1 l-H

r
© 0 4 C 0 0 4 pH00 04 pH 
pH CO pH r-H pH i-H

TH
CO4*

rH
1 1

5TO
©

Q
• S J e q S jn g

4*4
tH

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
to

1 1
pH 04 04

1
OCO

1 1

• s u e e d o J n g
CD

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
pH

1 1 I M I
©

1 1 1

P
ro

vi
nc

e 
of

 S
ah

ar
a*

 
ga

m
uw

a. • e i ie S e ^
ai TH i—

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
00

1 1 1

• e a n d o m e y ;
t>
CO

CO
1 1 "  1 1 1 1 1 1

pH i-H
1 ’ l l  1 1

4f<
e©

M l

*8 . "B l'oS n n n q 03T-<
TH

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ■ ^ H T I 1 I I  1
00TH 1 1 1

| 
Pr

o-
 

vi
ne

©
 

U
va

'® IIn P ® S
044*4

04
1 1 1 1 1 i 1 1 1

pH
1 1

pH
1 1 I

O4**
I 1 1

J2 SO , •
o « s £ ?  

s  ® o<a • u jn d e i jp B jn u v

udTH
tH

1 1

i-H

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I M I

4j<vH
1 1 1

•MVfiqf) OrH 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 M I N I M I  2 1 1 1
■ ff ©_fl tf © •■BA;4id[n>i 4P TH

1 1
1

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I I  l
CO

1 1 1
t  -  a
o  8  > • r a e ^ n x  | g | to 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 r i 1 1 M t>

tH 1 1 1

• 'B [B Santun jj c3
04

r 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 M  r
03
th

•1 1 1

E
as

te
rn

P
ro

vi
n

ce
.

•eef'BttioouM X 1 CO 
1

| to

l

CO
1.1 r  i 1 1 r  i I M I

CO04
1 1 1

oo04
t -

1
04

1 1 1 1 1 1
CO

1 1
04

1 1 1
th
04

1 1 1

•‘WllvSU'BX ov*H 1 ■ 1 1 1 I I  1 ! rt 1 1 1 I I a
1 1 1

fi i
to 04 1 I I  M  1 1 M  1 i n CO

1 1 1

H
■euie8R 9A V t - CO

1 ”  I I  1 1 1 1 1 1 i i  i i 1 1 1
S  0 o04

| CO 1 I I  I I  I I r  i 1 1 M t -4H 1 1 1
taP^ • e tie o CO

oTH 1 5
HrH<N j

1 1 1 ” 3  1 1 1 M TH
a> 1 1 1

1 1

• u £ iu n A «A CO 1 1 r 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 I I  I I CO
1 1 1

■ u A in ie n n K 1A 1 1 i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 t 1 1 1 I I © 1 1 1
•amitnq^ t «Ti 1 10 i w  i i 1 1 1 1 ! ~  1 1 I I M 04

1 1 1
• m i l » r 13

3 j as
lO I> | | l ^  l 1 1 4*1 pH j rH pH 00 j CO ©© 1 1 1

•e.C iijj lueAinjv; to | f t —i
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ~ ~  1 -  I I  I I o

1 1 1
O

.9 •o|na'G|,\-[
CO
CO

HP
i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 pH 04 pH

1 1 1 1 ©04 T l  1
0M

Oh
■eX oqici

p n B

00▼1
CO

1
H

1 1 1 1 I
rH rH

1 I f  1 1
©
th

1 1 1
■a ■'BAi4idB(e/weN •rH

04 1 *- ~  1 1 1 1 1 1 r  i 1 1 M 4f<
1 1 1

d©
O

‘ 'B^odtU'BQ 4H
03 1 ” 1 1 1 1 1 1 I ! r i  i I M I CO

1 1 1
•iCpu«3j CDt - l>TH CO 04 1

1 1 1 i i ©  04 pH |
i r ~ ©

© 1 1 1

©
•OJnpUTXBj *54TH 1 1 I I  I I  1 1 I I  1 1 1 I I  1 1 1 1 2  1 1 1

W
es

te
rn

 P
ro

v
in

e t -̂4 1 •l 1
r-H

1 1 1 1 i 1
4*1

1 1 1 1 1  r
TH
4f<

1 1 1
CO
CD CDTH 4*1

1 r  i i i
H  H  H  p PH l©

1 1
tP4*-

1 1 1

• o q r a o S e ^
004*4 00TH CO 04

1 1 1 1 1 i i
CO 04 ©

1
pH C4 

1 1
©CO

1 M

• oq u io ioQ 51
3 03

04 TH
.4*1 i-H 

r-H03t-H 1 4*1 r-H 04 ©  ©  ©  04 
pH ©4 rH | pH t -  >H 4f-

00
CO

04
1 1

A
ll

 3
1

T
ow

n
s.

i -i

TH
HP
th

tH
OCO

03 00 04
04 4*1 |

©  pH 
1 ^

*
04 H—

© M O l f l f M O O C ©  CO ©  pH pH G4 pH <NJ ©
tĤ
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