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Q
VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 

MONTH OF JULY, 1913.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
T his  report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 31 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-33 

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.

Births.
2. The births registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,194 (611 males and 583 females), and 

were equal to an annual rate of 25 '80 per 1,000, against 27'50 during the preceding month, 24-27 in the corresponding 
month of last year, and 29 • 33 the monthly average for the seventy-two months, July, 1907, to June, 1913. Of the towns 
(excluding Vavuniva and Lunugala, which have a population under 1,000), the highest birth-rate was in Mannar 
(69• 62, average 39^48), and the lowest in Panadure (11-28, average 29-99).

3. In the city of Colombo* the births numbered 396 (200 males and 196 females), and were equal to an annual ratef 
of 19-77 per 1,000, against 23-69 in the preceding month, 20-13 in the corresponding month o f last year, and 24-98 the 
monthly average. Of the wards (omitting Port and Galle Pace and the Pettah, which contain a mainly floating population), 
the highest birth-rate was in Wellawatta (28-22, average 32-28), and the lowest in Kollupitiya (8-57, average 15-91).

Deaths.
4. The deaths registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 1,444 (801 males and 643 females), and were 

equal to an annual rate of 26-75 per 1,000, against 27-93 in the preceding month, 27-65 in the corresponding month of 
last year, and 30-65 the monthly average. Of the towns (excluding Vavuniya and Lunugala), the highest death-rate was 
in Anuradhapura (66 • 46, average 56 • 39), and the lowest in Mullaittivu (11 • 05, average 51 • 65).

5. In the city of Colombo* the deaths registered numbered 511 (281 males and 230 females), and were equal to an 
annual rate-)- of 24-62 per 1,000, against 25-81 in the preceding month, 28-66 in the corresponding month of last year, 
and 31-60 the monthly average. Omitting Fort and Galle Face Ward and the Pettah Ward, the lowest death-rate 
was, as usual, in Kollupitiya (6-12, average 17 ’ 23), and the highest in Maradana, exclusive of hospitals (23 ’ 30, 
average 25-77).

6. The number of stillbirths registered in the 31 towns during the month numbered 73 (47 males and 26 females), 
against 82 in the preceding month.

Infantile Mortality.
7. The infantile mortality of the 31 towns was equal to a rate of 300 per 1,000 births registered, against 314 in the 

preceding month, 346 in the corresponding month of last year, and 262 the monthly average. In the towns having 
an estimated population of 5,000 or more, the infantile mortality ranged from 500 each in Panadure, Matale, and 
Puttalam (average 175, 276, and 301, respectively) to 50 in Gampola (average 290).

8. The infantile mortality in the city of Colombo was 396 per 1,000 births registered, against 368 in the preceding 
month, 346 in the corresponding month of last year, and 317 the monthly average, and ranged from 600 in New Bazaar 
to 324 in Wellawatta.

Causes of Death.
9. Infants.— Out of the 1,444 deaths at all ages in the 31 towns, 285 were among infants under one year. Of 

these, the chief causes were 83 Convulsions (34 in Colombo, 10 in Batticaloa, 8 in Galle, 7 in Kalutara); 66 Debility 
(25 in Colombo, 11 in Jaffna); 31 Premature Birth (5 in Colombo, 4 each in Trincomalee and Chilaw); 25 Pneumonia 
(13 in Colombo); 16 Tetanus (6 in Jaffna, 5 in Colombo); 14 Enteritis (10 in Colombo); 11 Diarrhoea (3 each in Colombo 
andNegombo); 11 Bronchitis (9 Colombo).

10. In the city of Colombo, out of the 611 deaths from all causes at all ages, 124 were among infants under one 
year. Of these, the chief causes were 34 Convulsions (13 in Maradana, exclusive of hospitals, 5 in Kollupitiya); 25 Debility 
(4 each in New Bazaar and Wellawatta, 3 each in Kotahena, Maradana, exclusive of hospitals, and Slave Island); 
13 Pneumonia (4 in Kotahena, 3 in New Bazaar); 10 Enteritis (4 in Maradana, exclusive of hospitals); 9 Bronchitis 
(3 each in Kotahena and Maradana, exclusive of. hospitals'!; 5 Premature Birth (3 in Maradana, exclusive of hospitals); 
5 Tetanus (in Kotahena); 3 Diarrhoea (1 each in San Sebastian, Slave Island, and Kollupitiya).

* Consequent on the extension of the Municipal limits of the Colombo town on November 9, 1911, by the addition of 
Wellawatta, the limits of the registration division of Kollupitiya Ward were altered with effect from January 1,1912, by Proclamation 
of December 18, 1911.

t The city-rate is worked out differently from the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital events,-&o., not assignable 
to wards. " ,



11. General Mortality.{One Year and over).— Out of the 1,159 deaths of persons one year and over in age in the 31 
towns, there were 142 from Pneumonia (49 in Colombo, 12 each inNegombo and Kurunegala, 11 in Moratuwa); 117 from 
Diarrhoea (17 in Ratnapura, lOeaohin “ Hatton andDikoya”  andBadulla, 9 in Colombo); 110 from Phthisis (52 in Colombo, 
14 ur Kandy, 7 each in Moratuwa and Galle); 86 from Dysentery (12 each in Colombo and Lunugala, 8 in Badulla); 52 
from Enteritis (22 in Colombo, 14 in Lunugala); 48 from Anchylostomiasis or Doehmius Duodenalis (10 in Matale, 7 in 
Galle); 37 from Malarial Cachexia (7 in Ratnapura, 5 each in Nfegombo and Batticaloa); 35 from  Malaria (7 in 
Batticaloa, 6 in Jaffna); 34 from Enteric Fever (18 in Colombo, 5 each in Moratuwa and Galle); 33 from Convulsions 
(13 in Colombo, 4 in Matara); 32 from Bright’s Disease and Nephritis (12 in Colombo, 4 in Moratuwa); 25 from 
Accidents or Negligence (11 in Colombo).

12. The highest mortality in the city of Colombo was from Phthisis (13 per cent, of all deaths one year and over), 
followed by Pneumonia (nearly 13 per cent.), Enteritis (5 per cent.), Enteric Fever (4 per cent.), and Bronchitis 
(3 per cent,). Out of the 110 deaths from Phthisis in all towns, 52 occurred in Colombo. Phthisis and Pneumonia were 
together responsible for 114 deaths at all ages in the city, or 22 per cent, of the deaths from all causes.

13. Taking all the towns together, Diarrhoea and Dysentery contributed the highest mortality (nearly 15 per cent.), 
followed by Bronchitis and Pneumonia (13 per cent.), Infantile Convulsions (8 per cent.), Phthisis (7 per cent.), Debility 
(6 per cent.), and Enteritis (4 per cent.).

14. Infectious Diseases reported.—The most prevalent infectious disease during the month was Chickenpox, of
which 91 cases were reported (42 in Colombo, 26 in Kandy, 8 in Badulla, 5 in Nuwara Eliya), followed by Phthisis 74 
(68 in Colombo, 2 each in Chilaw and Matara, and 1 each in Matale and Anuradhapura), Enteric Fever 67 (44 in Colombo, 
9 in Moratuwa, 5 in Galle), Measles 52 (24 in Colombo, 13 in Weligama, 8 in Galle), Continued Fever 23 (9 in Weligama, 
7 in Colombo, 4 in Galle), Mumps 11 (in Colombo), Dysentery 2 (1 each in Galle and Weligama), and Diphtheria 1 
(in Kandy), ,

Meteorology.
15. BainfaU.— “  Hatton and Dikoya”  records the highest rainfall (16'63 inches), followed by Nuwara Eliya 

(9 ■ 67 inches). The next highest (7 • 75 inches and 7 • 11 inches) were in Galle and Colombo, while in the other towns the 
rainfall ranged from 7'05 inches in Ratnapura to 0-15 inch in Mannar.

16. Temperature.— The mean temperature varied from 60'2° in Nuwara Eliya to 85'9° in Batticaloa, and 
was 80'5° in Colombo and 76-2° in Kandy.

17. For detailed information see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV. for the city of Colombo, 
in the Appendix.

Registrar-General’s Office, B e b Tb a m  H il l ,
Colombo, August 15, 1913. Registrar-General.
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Q*4Ho

1

otto><•

. o3
A

i
3O
A

a
2

>_® & ft g
• ©ft

«
I

* s £*■§ .a<s 8 1 ®  . s i
c5 ̂Sea

K’S'S'S S'S’C fl 6*S S.a p’§ ®? ® i  2 “  E 5 ®-9 ® u j  o § j
R 1 3 3 5 J ?  R S ^ a i a S I

C5
„ ..C
«ftft

I f
i  -m ’jr js JL* *5 © p-i -*>» H’jr t? «*> pi w -m m -> _>?-■3 O p P P H  OPhO ^ P o HWPhOWPkPhS '

.................e . . . .................  . .*©«or-ooc&©©»-4<M MT*o«ot'*oo©©i-«eacG^i©«di>
H H H H

p^ -

p§ § s,g
o ® s.s

I l f .
„ .%**d .2 w IS 15 ° Q «J° fe S o o
I s ^ & e -©J2.SP© ©d d  ̂ a 9

I
<5
TJ

* § <g 
■8
§

H i.2C w 2
§ ©'Hs j g

: a ; .
dd - bo
{§

§ -  ©‘■3 0 2  09 <D O 2

J||-g
k k SWod

<0
S
S

a ° 
.2 S 
§ 3  
8 “

00 05 O M (<N C3 CO €0 <

H. C. COTTLE, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, OEYLON.

* 
T

h
is

 i
n

ol
u

de
s 

24
 d

ea
th

s 
fr

om
 S

en
il

it
y,

 1
1 

fr
om

 R
ic

k
et

s,
 8

 e
ac

h
 f

ro
m

 W
or

m
s,

 C
ir

rh
os

is
 o

f 
L

iv
er

, 
an

d 
H

ea
rt

 D
is

ea
se

, 
an

d
 7

 f
ro

m
 D

eb
il

it
y.




