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V I T A L  S T A T I S T I C S  O F  T O W I S  I H  C E Y L O N  I N  T H E  

E T O N T H  O F  A U G U S T ,  1 9 1 3 .  ] '

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL;
T h is  r e p o r t  d ea ls  w ith  th e  V ita l S ta tis t ic s  o f  th e  31 p r in c ip a l to w n s  in  th e  Is la n d  p r o c la im e d  u n d er  se ction s  3 1 -3 6  

o f  th e  O rd in a n ce  N o . 1 o f  1895.

Births.
2. „ T h e  b ir th s  re g is te re d  in  th e  31 to w n s  d u r in g  th e  m o n th  n u m b ered  1 ,1 7 0  (589  m a les  a n d  581 fe m a le s ), a n d  

w ere  e q u a l to  a n  a n n u a l ra te  o f  2 5 -2 8  p e r  1 ,0 00 , a g a in st 2 5 -8 0  d u r in g  th e  p r e ce d in g  m o n th , 2 6 -0 5  in  th e  co rre s p o n d in g  
m o n th  o f  la s t  y e a r , a n d  29 ■ 33 th e  m o n th ly  a v era g e  fo r  th e  s e v e n ty -tw o  m o n th s , J u ly , 1907 , t o  J u n e , 1913. O f  th e  to w n s  
(e x c lu d in g  V a v n n iy a  a n d  L u n u g a la , w h ich  h a v e  a  p o p u la t io n  u n d er  1 ,0 0 0 ), th e  h ig h e s t b ir th -ra te  w a s  in  T r in co m a le e  
(5 9 -3 3 ,  a v era g e  2 9 -4 2 ) ,  a n d  th e  lo w e s t  in  “ H a t t o n  a n d  D ik o y a ”  (1 1 -4 9 , a v era g e  1 6 -4 6 ).

3. In  th e  c i t y  o f  C o lo m b o *  th e  b ir th s  n u m b e r e d  419 (21 ^  m ales  a n d  208 fe m a le s ), and  w ere  e q u a l t o  a n  a n n u a l r a t e f  
o f  2 0 -9 2  p e r  1 ,0 00 , a ga in st 1 9 -7 7  in  th e  p r e c e d in g  m o n th , 2 1 -0 2  in  th e  co rre s p o n d in g  m o n th  of' la st y e a r ,  a n d  2 4 -9 8  th e  
m o n th ly  a vera ge . 0 1  th e  w a rd s  (o m it t in g  F o r t  a n d  G alle  F a c e  a n d  P e t ta h , w h ich  c o n ta in  a  m a in ly  f lo a tin g  p o p u la t io n ), th e  
h ig h est b irth -ra te  w a s  in  S la v e  I s la n d  (2 4 -6 8 , a v era g e  2 3 -8 2 ) , a n d  th e  lo w e s t  in  S t, P a u l ’ s (1 3 -6 3 , a v era g e  17 ■ 18).

Deaths.
4". T h e  d ea th s  re g is te red  in  th e  31 to w n s  d u r in g  th e  m o n th  n u m b e r e d  1 ,4 2 4  (7 8 3  m ales  a n d  6 4 l  fe m a le s ), a n d  w ere  

e q u a l t o  a n  a n n u a l ra te  o f  2 6 -4 4  p e r  1 ,0 0 0 , a g a in st 2 6 -7 5  in  th e  p r e ce d in g  m o n th , 2 8 -3 4  in  th e  co rre s p o n d in g  m o n th  o f  
la s t  y e a r , a n d  3 0 -6 5  th e  m o n th ly  a v era g e . O f th e  to w n s  (e x c lu d in g  V a v u n iy a  a n d  L u n u g a la ) ,th e  h ig h est d ea th -ra te  w a s , 
as in  th e  p re v io u s  m o n th , in  A n u ra d h n p u r a  (5 1 -6 9 , a v era g e  6 6 -3 9 ) ,  a n d  th e  lo w e s t , as in  th e  p r e v io u s  m o n th , in  M u lla itt iv u  
(1 1 -0 5 , a v era g e  5 1 -6 5 ) .

5. I n  th e  c i t y  o f  C o lo m b o *  th e  d e a th s  r e g is te re d  n u m b e r e d  495 (26 5  m ales  a n d  230  fe m a le s ), a n d  w e r e  e q u a l t o  a n  
ann u a l r a t e f  o f  2 4 -6 2  p er  1 ,0 0 0 , as in  th e  p r e v io u s  m o n th , a g a in st 2 7 - 27 in  th e  c o r re s p o n d in g  m o n th  o f  la s t  y e a r ,  a n d  
3 1 -6 0  th e  m o n th ly  a v era g e . O m itt in g  F o r t  a n d 'G a lle  F a ce  W a r d  a n d  th e  P e tta h  W a r d , th e  lo w e s t  d e a th -ra te  w as 
in San  S eb a stia n  (8■ 73 , a v era g e  23 • 3 8 ), a n d  th e  h ig h e s t in  W e lla w a t ta  (3 2 - 36, a v e ra g e  24■ 03).'

6. T h e  n u m b e r  o f  s tillb irth s  re g is te re d  in  th e  31 to w n s  d u r in g  th e  m o n th  n u m b e r e d  74  (41  m a les  a n d  32 fe m a le s ; 
w hile th e  sex  o f  1 w a s  re p o r te d  as n o t  d is c e r n ib le ) , a g a in st 73  in  th e  p r e c e d in g  m o n th .

Infantile Mortality.
7. T h e  in fa n tile  m o r ta lity  o f  th e  31 to w n s  w a s  eq u a l t o  a  ra te  o f  292  p e r  1 ,0 00  b ir th s  r e g is te re d , a g a in st  300 in  th e  

preced in g  m o n th , 2 4 2  in  th e  c o r re s p o n d in g  m o n th  o f  la st y e a r , a n d  262 th e m o n th ly  a v e ra g e . I n  th e  to w n s  h a v in g  
an es tim a ted  p o p u la t io n  o f  5 ,0 0 0  o r  m o r e , th e  in fa n tile  m o r ta lity  ra n g e d  fr o m  556  in  B a t t ic a lo a  (a v e ra g e  3 67 ) t o  105 in -  
M atara (av era g e  171).

8. T h e  in fa n tile  m o r ta lity  in  th e  c i t y  o f  C o lo m b o  w a s  3 4 1 'p e r  1 ,0 00  b ir th s  r e g is te re d , a g a in st 396  in  th e  p reoed in g  
m on th , 295 in  th e  c o r re s p o n d in g  m o n th  o f  la s t  y e a r , a n d  317 th e  m o n th ly  a v e ra g e , a n d  ra n g e d  fr o m  6 5 4  in  W e lla w a tta  
to  265 in  K o llu p it iy a .

Causes of Death.
9. Infants.— O u t o f  th e  1 ,4 2 4  d e a th s  a t  a ll ages  in  th e  31 to w n s , 268 w ere  a m o n g  in fa n ts  u n d e r  o n e  yea r . O f 

these, th e  ch ie f  ca u ses  w ere  87 Convulsions (29  in  C o lo m b o , 9 in  B a t t ic a lo a , 6 in  T r in o o m a le e , 5 e a ch  in  K a lu ta ra  a n d  
W e lig a m a ); 50 Debility (15  in  C o lo m b o , 7 in  J a ffn a , 4  in  M a ta le ) ;  28  Premature Birth (8  in  C o lo m b o , 4  in  J a ffn a , 3 ea ch  
m  M ora tu w a , T r in co m a le e , a n d  B a d u l la ) ; 18 Enteritis (12 in  C o lo m b o , 2 e a ch  in  M o ra tu w a  a n d  J a f f n a ) ; 17 Pneumonia 
(11 in  C o lo m b o , 2 in  M o r a t u w a ) ; 15 Diarrhoea (fi in  C o lo m b o , 3 in  M o r a t u w a ) ; 15 Tetanus (5  in  J a ffn a , 4 in  C o lo m b o ) ; 
9 Bronchitis (6  in. C o lo m b o , 2 in  J a S n a ).

10. I n  th e  c i t y  o f  C o lo m b o , o u t  o f  th e  495  d ea th s  f r o m  all ca u ses  a t  all a g es , 108 w ere  a m o n g  in fa n ts  u n der one 
year. O f th ese , th e .c h ie f  cau ses w ere  29  Convulsions (7  in  S t. P a u l ’ s , 6 in  M a ra d a n a  e x c lu s iv e  o f  h o sp ita ls , 5 in  S lave 
T ru  d ).’  l5D,$nltty (5  in  W e lla w a tta , 4  in  S t. P a u l ’ s ) ;  12 Enteritis (4  in  M a ra d a n a  h o s p ita ls , 2 e a ch  in  N e w  B a za a r a n d  
■noilupitiya); 11 Pneumonia (3  e a ch  in  K o ta h e u a  a n d  N e w  B a z a a r ) ;  8 Premature Birth (3 e a c h  in  M a ra d a n a  exclu s iv e  
m  h osp itais, a n d  S la v e  I s la n d ) ; 8 Diarrhoea (2  e a ch  in  S la v e  I s la n d , K o l lu p it iy a ,  and. W e l la w a t t a ) ; 6 Bronchitis (2  in  S lave 
Is la n d ); 4 Tetanus ( in  K o ta h e n a ) .

Well. * p onse(l uent on  the ^ te n s io n  o f the M unicipal lim its -o f the C olom bo tow n  on N ovem ber 9, 1911, b y  th e addition o f 
o{ December *18 ° f  ^  registration d iv ision  o f K o llu p it iy a W a rd  were a ltered w ith  effect from  J a n u a ry -1 ,191-2, b y  Proclam ation

t o WML T h 6 0 ity -ra teiS  work ec* ou t d ifferently from  the w ard-rates, and takes in to  accou n t hospital events, & c., n o t assignable
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11. General Mortality (One Year and over).— O u t o f  th e  1 ,1 5 6  d e a th s  o f  p e r so n s  o n e  y e a r  a n d  o v e r  in  a ge  in  th e  31 
t o w n s , th e r e  w e re  123 f r o m  Pneumonia (38  in  C o lo m b o ,  10 in  N e g o m b o ,  7 e a ch  in  J a ffn a  a n d  B a t t i c a lo a ) ;  122 fr o m  
Diarrhoea (3 3  in  R a tn a p u r a , 13  e a c h  in  N a w a la p it iy a  a n d  Jaffna); 107 f r o m  Phthisis (56 in C o lo m b o , 9 in  G a lle , 7 e a o h  
in  M o r a tu w a  a n d  K a lu t a r a ) ; 6 4  f r o m  Dysentery (1 6  in  C o lo m b o , 12 in  R a tn a p u r a , 6 in  B a d u l la ) ; 56 fr o m  Malaria (12  in  
B a t t ic a lo a ,  1 0  in  J a ffn a , 5 in  C o lo m b o ); 55 f r o m  Malarial Cachexia (8  in  N e g o m b o , 6 in  K e g a lla , 5 ea ch  in  B a t t ic a lo a , 
T r in c o m a le e , a n d  R a t n a p u r a ) ; 51 f r o m  Anchylostomiasis o r  Dochmius Duodenalis (1 0  in  G a lle , 9 in  C o lo m b o , 7 in  M a t a le ) ; 
4 6  f r o m  Enteric Fever (27  in  C o lo m b o ,  11 in  M o r a t u w a ) ;  39 fr o m  Enteritis (27  in  C o lo m b o , 4 in  M o r a t u w a ) ; 32 f r o m  
Convulsions (1 8  in  C o lo m b o , 3 in  G a lle , 2  e a ch  in  N e g o m b o , J a ffn a , a n d  C h d la w ); 29 fr o m  Accidents o r  Negligence (1 0  in  
C o lo m b o ,  3 in  B a d u l la ,  2 e a ch  in  K a lu ta r a , K a n d y  a n d  “  H a t t o n  a n d  D i k o y a ” ) ; 27 f r o m  Bright’s Disease a n d  Nephritis 
(1 0  in  C o lo m b o , 3 e a ch  in  N e g o m b o  a n d  M o r a t jiw a , 2 e a c h  in  K a n d y ,  J a ffn a , a n d  K u r u n e g a la ) ;  22  fr o m  Bronchitis 
(5  e a c h  in  C o lo m b o  a n d  J a ffn a , 4  in  P u tta la m ) .

12. T h e  h ig h est m o r ta lit y  in  th e  c i t y  o f  C o lo m b o  w a s  fr o m  Phthisis (1 4  p e r  cen t, o f  a ll d ea th s  o n e  y e a r  a n d  o v e r ) ,  
f o l lo w e d  b y  Pneumonia (n e a r ly  10  p e r  c e n t . ) ,  Enteric Fever a n d  Ente7'itis (e a c h  n e a r ly  7 p e r  c e n t .) ,  Convulsions (n e a r ly  
5  p e r  c e n t . ) ,  a n d  Dysentery (4  p e r  c e n t .) .  O u t o f  th e  107 d e a th s  fr o m  Phthisis in  all to w n s , 56 o c cu rre d  in  C o lo m b o . 
Phthisis a n d  Pneumonia w ere  to g e th e r  re sp o n s ib le  f o r  105 d e a th s  a t  a ll ag es  in  th e  c i t y ,  o r  21 p e r  cen t, o f  th e  d e a th s  
f r o m  a ll ca u ses .

13. T a k in g  a ll th e  to w n s  to g e th e r , Diarrhoea a n d  Dysentery c o n tr ib u te d  th e  h ig h est m o r ta lity  (14  p e r  c e n t .) ,  
f o l lo w e d  b y  Bronchitis a n d  Pneumonia (12  p e r  c e n t .) ,  Infantile Convulsions'(8  p e r  c e n t .) ,  Phthisis (n e a r ly  8 p e r  c e n t .) ,  
Debility (6  p e r  c e n t . ) ,  a n d  Enteritis (4  p e r  c e n t .) .

14. Infectious Diseases reported.— T h e  m o s t  p r e v a le n t  in fe c t io u s  d isea se  d u rin g  th e  m o n th  w a s  Chickenpor, o f  
w h ic h  99  ca ses  w e re  r e p o r te d  (35  in  K a n d y ,  20  in  C o lo m b o , 12 in  B a d u lla , 6 e a ch  in  N u w a ra  E liy a  a n d  G a lle ), fo l lo w e d  
b y  Phthisis 95 (8 6  in  C o lo m b o , 3 in  M a ta ra , 2 in  B a tt ic a lo a ) , Enteric Fever 63 (4 5  in  C o lo m b o , 7 in  M ora tu w a , 3 in  J a ffn a ) , 
Continued Fever 37 (2 3  in  C o lo m b o , 7 in  G a lle , 3 in  W e lig a m a ), Measles 30 (13  in  C o lo m b o , 5 e a ch  in  N u w a ra  E liy a  a n d  
G a lle ) , Mumps 4  (3  in  C o lo m b o , 1 in  N u w a r a  E l iy a ) ,  Diphtheria 4  (in  C o lo m b o ), Dysentery 2 (1 ea ch  in  G a lle  a n d  
K e g a l la ) ,  Suspected Cholera 2  (in  C o lo m b o ) ,  Acute Diarrhoea 2  (in  C o lo m b o ) ,  Whooping Cough 2 (1  ea ch  in  C o lo m b o  a n d  
A n u r a d  h a p u r a ) ,

M e t e o r o l o g y .

15. Rainfall.— “  H a t t o n  a n d  D ik o y a ”  re co rd s  th e  h ig h est ra in fa ll (2 0 -0 2  in ch es), fo l lo w e d  b y  N u w a r a  E liy a  
(8 -2 3  in c h e s ) . T h e  n e x t  h ig h est re co rd s  (8 -1 1  in ch es  a n d  6 -7 7  in ch es) w ere  in  R a tn a p u ra  a n d  G a m p o la , w h ile  in  th e  
o th e r  to w n s  th e  ra in fa ll ra n g e d  fr o m  4 -5 9  in ch es  in  M u lia it t iv u .to  0 -0 1  in ch  in  C h ilaw . I n  M a n n a r , P p tt a la m , a n d  
K a lp i t iy a  th e r e  w as n o  ra in fa ll a t  a ll.

' 16. Temperature.— T h e  m e a n  tem p era tu re  v a r ie d  fr o m  6 0 -2 °  in  N u w a ra  E liy a  to  8 5 -7 °  in  T r in c o m a le e , a n d
w a s  80 ■ 9 °  in  C o lo m b o  a n d  7 6 -1 °  in  K a n d y .

17. F o r  d e ta ile d  in fo r m a t io n  see T a b le s  I .  a n d  I I .  f o r  a ll to w n s , a n d  T a b le s  I I I .  a n d  IV . f o r  th e  c ity  o f  C o lo m b o , 
in  th e  A p p e n d ix ^

R e g is tr a r -G e n e r a l ’ s O ffice , B e r t r a m  H in t ,
C o lo m b o , S e p te m b e r  15 , 1913. R eg istra r-G en era l.
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