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No. 6,610 —  FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1914.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF JANUARY, 1914.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
This report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 32 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36  

of the Ordinance No. I of 1895, the town of Kahnunai in Battioaloa, proclaimed with effeot from January, 1914, being 
included for the first time.

Births.
2. The.births numbered 1,536 (793 males and 743 females), and were equal to an annual rate o f 3 2 -0 0  pe$v

1,000, against 31-22 in the preceding month, 30-10  in the corresponding month of last year, and 29 -29  the monthly^ 
average since July, lp07. The rate ranged from 56-13 in Negombo to 15-22 in Hatton and Dikoya.

3. In the ciiy of Colombo* the births numbered 513 (275 males and 238 females), and were equal to an annual ratef 
of 24 -84 'per 1,000, against 25 -11  in the preceding month, 25 -82  in the corresponding month of last year, and 24i;83 the 
monthly average. The rate ranged from 31-67 in Wellawatta to 8-61 in Kollupitiya,

• Deaths.
4. The total deaths amounted to 2,225 (1,180 males and 1,045 females), and wereequal to an annaalrate of 41-49  

per 1,000, against 38- 55 in the preceding month, 35* 15 in the corresponding month of last year, and 30 -56  the monthly 
average. The rate ranged from 100-50 in Jaffna to 7'19 in Nuwaxa Eliya.

5. In the city of Colombo* the deaths numbered 627 (350 males and 277 females), and wqre equal to an annual 
ratef of 29 -83  per 1,000, against 36'61» in the preceding month, 29-20 in the corresponding month of last year,an d  
31-28  the monthly average. Kollupitiya- showed the lowest rate, viz., 5-42, and Kotahena the highest, viz., 29-45.

6. Stillbirths numbered 118 (67 males and 51 females), against 113 in the preceding month.

Infantile Mortality.
7. The infantile mortality was equal to a rate of 380 per 1,000 births registered, against .377 in the preceding

month, 339 in the corresponding month of last year, and 266 the monthly average. The rate ranged from 923 in 
Chilaw to 125 in Kahnunai." .

8. The infantile mortality in the city of Colombo was 361 per 1,000 births registered, against 433 in the preceding 
month, 321 in the corresponding month of last year, and 322 the monthly average since July, 1907, and ranged from  
647 in St. Paul’ s to 91 in Kollupitiya.

Causes of Death.
9. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia and Malaria (9 per cent, each), Diarrhoea and Debility (8 percent, 

each), Infantile Convulsions and Dysentery (7 per cent, each), Phthisis (6 per oent.), and Bronchitis (3 per cent.),
10. In athe city of Colombo the highest mortality was from Pneumonia (12 per cent.), Infantile Convulsions and 

Phthisis (8 per cent, each), Debility (7 per cent.), Enteritis (6 per cent.), Bronchitis (6 per cent.), Diarrhoea, Dysentery, 
Bright’s Disease, and.-Nephritis (3 per cent, each), and Enteric Fever (1 per cent.). Three deaths were due to Plague.

11. Infectious Diseases reported.— The most prevalent infectious disease during the m onth.w as Chickenpox, of 
which 103 oases were reported (54 in Colombo,.10 in Kandy, 9 in Galle, 8 in Gampola),- followed by Phthisis 9 (73 in 
Colombo, 12 in Galle), Enteric'Fever 70 (33 in Colombo, 11 in Moratuwa, 7 in ,Galle), Measles 23 (11 in Colombo, 8 in 
Kandy, 5 in Galle), Cholera 17 (13 in Galle, 2 each in Colombo and Negombo), Continued Fever 17 (16 in Colombo, 
1 in Panadure), Acute Diarrhoea 12 (10 in Kalutara, 2 in Colombo), Mumps 9 (in Colombo), Plague 4 (3 in Colombo, 
1 in Kandy), Dysentery 4 (2  in Kalutara, 1 each in Moratuwa arid Kegalla), and Beri-beri 1 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.
12. Rainfall.— Battioaloa recorded the highest rainfall (16 -74  inches), followed by Badulla (8 -4 9  inches). The 

next highest records (4- 66 inches and 4- 42 inches) were in Matale and Kalutara, while in the other towns the rainfall 
ranged from 3 • 60 inches in Mullaittivu to 0 •" 15 inch in Negombo.

13. Temperature.— The mean temperature varied from 58 ■ 3° in Nuwara Eliya to 80 • 7° in Ratnapura, and was 80-2*  
in Colombo and 7 6 -9 ° in Kandy.

14. For detailed information see Tables I. and II . for all towns, and Tables III . and IV . for the city of Colombo, 
in the Appendix.

Registrar-General’s Office, '  N . W . M o b g a jh ah ,
Colombo, February 14, 1914. . for Registrar-General.

•Consequent oil the extension of the Municipal limits of the Colombo-town on November S, 1911, by the addition of 
.Wellawatta, the limits of the registration division of Kollupitiya Ward Were altered with effect from January 1,1912, by Proclamation 
of December 18, 1911, . . ,

t  The oity-rate is worked- out differently from the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital events, &e», not asssgnam®
wards.
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