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VITAL - STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
MONTH OF OCTOBER, 1914. )}

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

THis report deals with the Vital Statisties of the 32 prineipai towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36

‘of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Births.

2. The births numbered 1,227 (6368 males and 591 females), and were equal to an annual rate of 25:56 per
1,000, against 25°99 in the preceding month, 31-22 in the corresponding month of last year, and 29-27 the monthly
average since July, 1907. The rate ranged from 7-21 in Kalpitiya to 56 -21 in Badulla,

3. In the city of Colombo the births numbered 429 (236 males and 193 females), and were equal to an annual rate*
of 2078 per 1,000, against 2342 in the preceding month, 26-41 in the corresponding month of last year, and 2466 the
monthly average. The rate ranged from 10-06 in Kollupitiya to 38-16 in Wellawatta.

Deaths.

4. The total deaths registered during the month amounted to 1,398 (736 males and 662 females). There were
1,166 deaths of residents, equivalent to an annual rate of 26-48 per 1,000, against 2788 in the preceding month, 2659
in the corresponding month of last year, and 80°76 the monthly average. The rate ranged from 77‘53 in Badulla to
8+29 in Kegglla. ' '

5. %n the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 499 (270 males and 229 females). There were 451 deaths of
residents, equivalent to an annual rate* of 25°34 per.1,000, against 27-1l.in the preceding ‘month, 26°82 in the
corresponding month of last year, and 30-93 the monthly average. Kollupitiya showed the lowest death-rate, viz.,

9-28, and Wellawatta the highest, 5603,
6. Stillbirths numbered 79 (48 males and 31 females), against 72 in the preceding month.

Infantile Mortality. .

7. The infantile mortality was equal to a rate of 222 per 1,000 births registered, against 234 in the preceding

month, 257 in the corresponding month of last year,’and 267 the monthly average. Infant mortality rates caloulated

on the number of births and deaths that occur in any one town of small population are misleading, and such rates are
omitted from the table. . ’ . v

8. The infantile mortality in the city of Colombo was 249 per 1,000 births registered, against 267 in the preceding

month, 299 in the corresponding month of ldst year, and 318 the monthly average, and ranged from 476 in Slave Island to

157 in Kotahena.
: Causes of Death.

9. The highest mortality was from Convulsions, to which 9 per cent. of the total deaths were due, 8 per cent,.
each were due to Debility, Pnewmonia, and Phthisis, 7 per cent. to Diarrhea, 5 per .cent. to Dysentery, 4 per cent. to
Enteritis, 3 per cent. to Anchylostomiasis, and 2 per cent. to Bronchitis. ' _

) 10. In the city of Colombo the highest mortality was from Phthists, which caused 13 per cent. of the total number
of deaths in the city. 9 per cent. each were due to Convulsions and Debility, 6 per cent. to Enteritis, § per cent. each to
Preumonia and Plague, 4 per cont. to Smallpoz, 3 per cent. to Bronchitis, and 2 per cent. each to Anchylostomiasis and
Diarrheas. The total number of deaths registered from Plague was 28, against 15 in September, 34 in August, 52 in July,
36 in June, 30 in May, 29 in April, and 71 in March. . .

11. Infectious Diseases reported.—The most prevalent infectious disease during the month was Chickenpoz, of
whioch 124 cases were reported (96 in Colombo, 17 in Kandy, 9 in Galle), followed by Phthisis 94 (83 in Colombo),
- Smallpox 47 (46 inColombo), Enteric Fever 37 (25 in Colombo), Plague 23 (in Colombo), Continued Fever 17 (8 in Colombo,
8 in Kandy), Dysentery 5 (in Moratuwa), Whooping Cough 3 (2 in Kandy, 1 in Colombo), Mumps 3 (1 in Colombo, 1 in
Kandy, 1 in Jafina), Parangi 1 (in Moratuwa), Measles 1 (in Colombo), Diphtheria 1 (in Colombo), Diarrhea 1 (in

Colombo).
Meteorology.

12. Rainfall. —Negombo recorded the highest rainfall (25-76 inches), followed by Trincomalee (2074 inches).
In the other towns the rainfa!l ranced fr m 6-83 inches in Hambantota to 20-70 inches in Puttalam,
13. Temperature—The mean temperature varied from 61-3° in Nuwara Eliya to 82'0° in Batticaloa, and

was 80-0° in Colombo.
14. TFor detailed information see Tables I. and I1. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV. for the city of Colombo,

in the Appendis. ’ :
A. DE S. WIKRAMATILAKA,

Regiétmr-Geneml’s Office,
for Registrar-General.

Colombo, November 18. 1914.
* The city-rate is worked out differently from the ward-rates, and takes into account hespital events, &e., not assignable
to wards, ]
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Table IV.—Causes of Deaths registered during the Month of October, 1914, in each Ward and of eash Race in the City of Colombo.
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* Of these, 1 is due to Intestinal Obstruction and the others to Shock.

+ This includes 2 from Nephritis, 2 from Syphilis, and 1 each from Strangulation of Bowels, Worms, 8tomatitis, Ascites, Hyperpyrexia, and Smallpox.



Tablie 1V, — Causes of Deaths ragistered during tho Month of October, 1914, in each Ward and of each Race_in the City of*Colombo—continued.
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1 This includes 35 from Senility, 9 from Worms, 8 from Paralysis, and 7 from Debility.

H. C. COTTLE, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBOQ, CEYLON.
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