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V I T A L STATISTICS OF T O W N S IN CEYLON IN - T H E 
M O N T H OF D E C E M B E R , 1914. 

REPORT OF T H E R E G I S T R A R - G E N E R A L . 

T H I S report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 32 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 3 1 - 3 6 
of the Ordinance No . 1 of 1895. 

Births. 
2 . The births numbered 1,354 (685 males and 669 females), and were equal to an annual rate of ^28-21 per 

1,000, against 2 9 - 3 5 in the preceding month. 3 1 - 2 2 in the corresponding month of last year, and 29 -27 the monthly 
average since July, 1907. The rate ranged from 13- 06 in Puttalam to 51 • 99 in Wel igama. 

3". In the city of Colombo the births numbered 465 (232 males, and 233 females), and were equal to an annual rate* 
of 22-621 per 1,000, against 21-82 in the preceding month, 25 -11 in the corresponding month of last year, and 24*66 the 

.monthly average. The rate ranged from 13-30 in San Sebastian to 31 • 67 in Wellawatta. 

Deaths. 
4. -The total deaths registered during the month amounted to 1,811 (969 males and 842 females). There were' 

1,611 deaths of residents, equivalent to an annual rate ot 34 -31 per 1,000, against 3 0 - 5 3 in the preceding month, 3 8 - 5 5 
in the corresponding month of last year, and 30 • 76 the monthly average. The rate ranged from 98 • 84 in Mullaittivu 
to 16 -58 in Kegalla. • .* ? ' , 

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 613 (334 males and 279 females). There were 556 deathspf . 
residents, equivalent to an annual rate* of 3 1 - 2 4 per 1,000, against 2 9 - 2 0 in the preceding month, 36-61 in-the 
corresponding month of last year, and 30 -93 the monthly average. Kollupitiya showed the lowest death-rate, viz.,., 
11 -99 , an<^Wellawatta the highest, 3 5 - 7 3 . ; 

6. Stillbirths numbered 96 (49 males and 46 females), against 81 in the preceding month. '« 

Infantile Mortality. 3

 r . ; 
7. The infantile mortality was equal to a rate of 270 per 1,000 births registered, against 253 in the preceding 

month, 377 in the corresponding month of last year, and 267 the monthly average. Infant mortality rates calculated.,;', 
on the number of births and deaths that occur in any one town of small population are- misleading, and such rates are' 
omitted from the table. „".-' - ' Q. • 

8. The infantile mortality in the city of Cotombo was 295 per 1,000 births registered, against 289 in the .preceding; 
month, 433- in the corresponding month of last year, and 318 the monthly average, and ranged from 538 jn N e w Bazaar- :

4: 
to 154 in Wellawatta. " , ' <• A , „ 

Causes of Death. • • •• 
9. The highest mortality was from Debility, Diarrhoea, and Convulsions, to each of which 9 percent, of'the^ tStal^-' 

deaths was due, 8 per cent, were due to Pneumonia, 7 per cent; to Phthisis, 5 per cent, to Dysentery, 4 per pent, to'/ 
Enteritis, and 3 per cent, each to Anchylostomiasis and Bronchitis. . Q / ',' ; 

10. In the city of Colombo the highest mortality was from Phthisis, which caused 11 per cent, of thA/totalv, 
number of deaths in the city. 10 per cent, were due to Convulsions, 9 per cent, to Pneumonia, 8 per cent. t&.^eiiKt^'^ 
7 per cent, to Enteritis, 4 per cent, each to Plague and Bronchitis, 2 per cent, to Smallpox, and 1 per cent'.'each to 
Diarrhoea and Anchylostomiasis. The total number of deaths registered from Plague was 23 , against 25 in "the preceding 
month. " .1 j £ , , 

11. Infectious Diseases reported.—The most prevalent infectious disease during the month s Was' "Phthisis', of; 
which 69 cases were reported (55 in Colombo 7 in Galle), followed b y Chickenpox ,6'9 (51 in Colombo,-6 in' ,Galle), 

Smallpox 56 (51 in Colombo, 4 in Kandy , 1 in Moratjiwa), Enteric Fever 42 (36 in Colombo, 4 in Galle),-Plague Se îB. 
Colombo), Dysentery 19 (in Moratuwa), Continued Fever 13 (7 in Colombo), Measles 1 (in Kandy) . . 

. Meteorology. . . . - 1 

12. Rainfall.—Batticaloa recorded the highest rainfall (23-36 inches), followed by Mullaittivu (20-76 inches). 
In the other towns the rainfall ranged from 2 - 9 2 inches in Colombo to 17-84 inches in Vavuniya. ; \~ <- • 

13. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 6 0 - 6 ° in Nuwara El iya to 8 0 - 2 J in Mannar, 1 and!,Was ' 
7 9 - 6 ° in Colombo. . ° ' , < ' 

14. For detailed information see Tables I . a n d I I . for all towns, and Tables I I I . and I V . J O T the city of Coletobc^-
in the Appendix. - V1-" 

Registrar-General's Office, W . L- "SismtOfsefpe^r, 
Colombo, January'22, 1915. ' • Begistrar-Goiteral, ~ ' ' 

* The city-rate is worked out differently from the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital events, & c , not assignable 
towards, '• . ' ' 
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