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No. 8,721 — FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 1915. *

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF APRIL, 1915.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

T his report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-80 
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.

Births.
2. The births numbered 1,330 (695 males and 635 females), and were equal to an annual rate of 27'63 per

1,000, against 31 *34: in the preceding month, 27 • 75 in the corresponding month o f last year-,' and 28‘ 79 the average 
of the corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 11*94; in Kalmunai to 48*37 in Negombo.

3. In the city of Colombo the births numbered 469 (259 males and 210 females), andwere equal to an annual rate* < 
of 22 ■ 70 per 1,000, against 28*72 in the preceding month, 18*27 in the corresponding month of last year, and 22*96 the 
average for the months of April since 1908. The rate ranged from 7 • 95 in Kollupitiya to 37 • 73 in Wellawatta.

Deaths,
4. The total deaths registered during the month amounted to 1,375 (734 males and 641 females). There were 

1,144 deaths of residents, equivalent to an annual rate of 25*90 per 1,000, against 29*49 in the preceding month, 30* 15 
in the corresponding month of last year, and 28* 17 the average of the corresponding months since 1908, The rate ranged 
from 101*61 in Mullaittivu to 12*83 in Panadure.

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 446 ( 232 males and 214 females). There were,404 deaths of 
residents, equivalent to an annual rate* of 22*69 per 1,000, against 26*09 in the preceding month, 24*33 in the 
corresponding month of last year, and 27* 11 the average of the corresponding months since 1908. Kollupitiya showed 
the lowest death-rate, viz., 10*98, and Wellawatta the highest, 32 * 23.

6. Stillbirths numbered 85 (40 males and 39 females), against 76 in the preceding month.

Infantile Mortality.
7. The infantile mortality was equal to a rate of 215 per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months ended 

April 30, 1915. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only it was 209, against 210 in the preceding 
month, 230 in the corresponding month of last year, and 244 the average for the corresponding months since 1908.

8. The infantile mortality in the city of Colombo was 245 per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months 
ended April 30, 1915. Taking only the births registered during the month it was 249, against 217 in the preceding 
month, 258 in the corresponding month of last year, and 275 the average for the corresponding months since 1908.

Causes of Death.
9. The highest mortality was from Pn&umonia, to which 11 per cent, of the total deaths was due, 8 percent, each 

were due to Debility and Diarrhoea, 7 per cent, to Convulsions, 6 per cent, to Phthisis, 4 per cent, eaob to Dysentery, 
Enteritis, and Anchylostomiasis, and 2 per cent, to Bronchitis.

10. In the city of Colombo the highest mortality was from Convulsions, which caused 10 per cent, of the total 
number of deaths in the city. 9 per cent, each were due to Phthisis, Enteritis, and Pneumonia, 8 per cent, to Debility, 
3 per cent, to Bronchitis, 2 per cent.’each to Smallpox and Diarrhoea, and 1 per cent, each to Plague and Anchylostomiasis. 
The total number o f deaths registered from Plague was 4, against 3 in the preceding month.

11. Infectious Diseases reported.—The most prevalent infectious disease during the month was Chickenpox, of 
which 78 cases were reported (49 in Colombo, 17 in Weligama, 4 in Ratnapura), followed by Phthisis 64 (62 in 
Colombo, 6 in Galle), Enteric Fever 46 (31 in Colombo, 5 in Moratuwa), Smallpox 34 (30 in Colombo, 3 in Negombo, 
1 in Kandy), Measles 23 (10 in Colombo, 9 in Gampola), Continued Fever 8 (6 in Colombo), Plague 3 (in Colombo), 
Dysentery 3 (in Moratuwa), Whooping Cough 1 (in Colombo), Diphtheria 1 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.
12. Rainfall.—Kegalla recorded the highest rainfall (12*73 inches), followed by Kandy (11*92 inches). In the 

other towns the rainfall ranged from 0*77 inch in Mullaittivu to 11*22 inches in Matale. Colombo records 4*74 inches.
13. Temperature.— The mean temperature varied from 60*7° in Nuwara Eliya to 87*5° in Trincomalee, and was 

83* 1° in Colombo.
14. For detailed information see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV. for the city of Colombo, 

in the Appendix.

Registrar-General’s Office, 
Colombo, May 19, 1915.

W. L. K indbssiey,Registrar-General.

* The city-rate is worked out differently from the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital events, &o., not as "g
to wards.
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