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VITAL STATISTICS OF CETLON. 

R E P O R T O P T H E R E G I S T R A R - G E N E R A L OF M A R R I A G E S , B I R T H S , A N D D E A T H S F O R 

T H E F I R S T Q U A R T E R OF 1915. 

I N T R O D U C T O R Y . 
M Y quarterly report hitherto contained 12 tables of which N o . H I . , which related to Sinhalese Births and Deaths 

and their rates in Sinhalese districts and sub-divisions, N o . IV. , which relsted to Tamil Births and Deaths and their rates 
in Tamil districts and sub-divisions, and N o . V . , wh ich related to M o o r Births and Deaths and their rates inBa t t i ca loa and 
Puttalaro districts and their sub-divisions, are, in this report, consolidated and shown as Table I I I . , excluding therefrom 
the figures for sub-divisions : Table V I . (Deaths among the various races registered in the Island and in each P rov ince and 
District in each mon th of the quarter) and Table I X . (Causes of deaths in the districts o f the Is land) are n o w omi t t ed : 
and Tables X . and X I . which gave all causes of dea,th in the Island and estates respectively are now substituted b y Table* 
V I . and V I I . in which are shown selected causss of death. 

. The n u m b e - of towns proclaimed under sections 31-36 of Ordinance N o . 1 of 1895 is n o w 33, Ambalangoda procla imed 
with effect f rom January 1, 1915, being included for the first t ime. 

I .—Populat ion. 
The popula t ion on the last day of the quarter was estimated at 4,323,074. There was an excess of 8,067 births over 

deaths, bu t a decrease of 2,015 in immigration during the quarter under review. 
2. Indian Coolies.—There were 8,561 arrivals and 10,576 departures of Indian cool ies , as against averages o f 13,519 

and 20,620,in the corresponding quarters of the past decade. 

I I .—Marr iages . 
3. 5,426 marriages (4,002 General and 1,424 Kandyan ) woro registered during the quarter, as against 5,938 in the 

preceding quarter, 5,681 during the first quarter of 1914, and 5,029 the mean of the ten-preceding first quarters. Tab le I . 
in the Appendix gives their distribution b y Provinces and Districts. 

III .—Births . 

4. T h e births registered during the quarter numbered 42,037 and corresponded to an annual rate of 39 • 5 per 1,000 
of the estimated populat ion. This rate is 4 • 7 more than that of the previous quarter, but 2 • 4 less than the mean o f the ten 
preceding first quarters. The estate births correspond to a rate of 38-9 per 1,000 and the urban (including those of 

quarter of last year. (See Table V . ) S 

I V . — D e a t h s . 

5. T h e number of deaths registered during the quarter was 33,970, corresponding t o an annual rate of 31 • 9 T i m 
rate is 4 -4 more than that in the previous quarter, bu t 3 2 less than the mean of the ten preceding first quarters T h e 
Western Province wi th a rate of 24 - 5 maintains its usual place as the healthiest Province in the Island.thXth n̂healthtst 
was the North-Central with 60• 7. In the districts the death-rate ranged from 21 • 6 in N e g o m b o t o 67 ' 4 in Mannar T h e 
rate of mortal i ty o n estaes is 37 • 4, with the highest rate (69 • 3) recorded, as usual, for the estat 3 s of Ratnapura . T h e urban 
rate is 33-26, while the rate ranged from 13 • 89 in Tangalla to 71 • 67 in Mannar. In the t o w n of C o l o m b o the fathnta 
is 30-10. See Tables I. to V . for detailed statistics. o m o o tne death xate 

V.—Infant i le Mortal i ty. 

6. T h e infant mortali ty rates appearing m this report are worked out differently f rom those which arroeared in 
previous reports. The method hitherto adopted was to measure the infant mor ta l i ty b y the p ropor t ion of'dtX^nder 
one year t o 1,000 births registered in the quarter under review, but n o w the rate is calculated n o t o n the b i r t C r ^ s t o r e d ' 
during the quarter under review, bu t on the births re 3 i s te red during the year ending the last d a y of the quarter Thus 
calculated the rate is 232 for all races. During the quarter under review nearly 72 per cen t o f t h e c h u X e T u n d e r 1 vear 
died in the t own of Vavuniya,-whils t in the towns of Tangalla and Kalutara the percentage w a ^ X ^ w S L 
T o w n recorded 34 per cent. (Table V . ) . T h e estate infantile morta l i ty rKD^^^^^J^^^S^> 
138 in the estates of Kegalla. B 
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Vl.-Causes of Death. 
7. Pyrexia, as usual, heads the list with 6,383 deaths, or 19 per cent, of the total deaths. 11 percent, were due to 

Diarrhoea and Enteritis, 10 per cent, to Infantile Convulsions, 8 per cent, to Diseases of Skin and Cellular Tissue, 6 per cent. 
* Diseases of Early Infancy, 4 per centto Rickets, 3 per cent, each- to Dywntery, Anemia, Phthisis, Diseases of Pregnancy, 
Pneumonia. Senility, and Dropsy, and 2 per oent. each to Malaria and Malarial Cachexia and Attchylostonnasis. There were 

ing quarter of the previous year. (Fide Table VI.) -
. 8. Affections caused by oxternal causes— 

. ... (o) Suicide.—Fifty"ehht deaths were due to suicide, againit 44 iD the previous quarter and 58 in the corresponding 
quarter of the previous yea^ 

(c) Exeevdom.—Elevenpdicial executions took place during the quarter as in the previous quarter, against 12 in 

Id) Accidents.-^Oi the 476 deaths attributed to violence, 107 deaths were due to drowning (of whioh 39 were in 
wells), 84 to falls from trees, and 46 to burns. Snake bite caused 56 deaths, landslides 22, and fall of heavy substances 19. 
Trains were responsible for 10 deaths, carts for 8, and motor cars for 7. 

9. Causes of Deaths on the Estates.—The highest mortality on the estates ttas from Diarrhoea and Enteritis and 
Diseases of Early Infancy, to each of which w< re due 15 per cent, of the total death* Dysentery accounted for 13 per cent.; 
Ankylostomiasis, 9 per cent.; Pneumonia, 8 per cent. ; Infantile Convulsions, 7 per cert. ; Senility, 4 per cent.; Dropsy, 
Makrie, and Malarial Cachexm, Diseases of Pregnancy, and Bronchitis 2 jer cent, each; and Phthisis and Pyrexia 1 per 

. 10. Causes of Deaths in the Towns.--In the 33 towns of the Island.(inclusive of Colombo) Malaria and Malarial 
Cachexia was responsible for 9 per cent, of the total deaths ; Pneumonia, Convulsions, and Diarrhoea, 8 per cent, each ; 
Phthisis, 7 per cent.; Infantile Debility, 6 per cent.; Dysentery, 5 per cent, j Ankylostomiasis, 4 per cent, i Enteritis, 

1 n 7 p ^ : i B p e ^ ^ ^ P U S r P e r a l E n t e r f C F e V 6 r ' 

Registrar-General's Office, W. L. RTNDERSLEY, 
Colombo, August 3, 1915. Registrar-General. 
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APPENDIX. 

Table I.—Area, Estimated Population, and the Number of Marriages, Births, and Deaths registered 
in the First Quarter of 1915. 
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Table I I .—3!r th- a n i Death-rates In the First Qiar ter of 1915, the corresponding Quarter of 1914, the 

Fourth quarter of 1914, and the Mean Rates for the First Quarters of 1905-1914. 
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Table IV.—Births, Deaths, and their Rates on Estates, First Quarter, 1915, &e., and 
Average Rates, 1905-1914. 

Population 
at the 
Census 

of Maroti 
10,1911. 

| Births 
registered 

during 
First 

Quarter, 
1915. 

Deaths 
registered 

during 
First 

Quarter, 
1915. 

Birth-rate per Mine per Annum. | •Death-rate per Mllle per Annum. 

District. 

Population 
at the 
Census 

of Maroti 
10,1911. 

| Births 
registered 

during 
First 

Quarter, 
1915. 

Deaths 
registered 

during 
First 

Quarter, 
1915. 

First 
Qia9lT' 

First 
Quarter, 

1914, 

Fourth 
Quarter, 

1914. 

Average 
First 

Quarters, 
1905-19H.1 

First 
Quarter 

1915. 

First 
Quarter, 

1914. 

Fourth 
Quarter, 

1914. 

Average 
First 

Quarters, 
1905-1014. 

ICarJdy 147.262 1,432 1,273 39-4 44-0 42-7 31-6 35 1 36-3 35'2 29-4 

Matale 31,186 246 320 32-0 36-4 28-9 30-2 41-6 63-8 41-S 43-i 

NuwaraEliya 100,393 994 728 40-2 44-5. 42-0 28-1' 29'4 34-1 41-2 25'4 

Badulla 71,967 839 930 47-3 39-4 36-6 . 32-2 62-4 52-7 39'2 36-6 

Ratnapura 30.466 350 520 46'6 '47-4 35-8 33-2 69'3 88-4 68'2 75-0 

Eegalla 62,518 409 '356 26-5 34-0 22-2 30-6 23-1 36-6 22-3 42-8 

Colombo 13,377 116 96 35-2 • 30-1 25-8 26-3 29 1 50-3 - 43-9 53-1 

Kalutara 30,768 330 252 43'S 40-6 38-3 33-6 33-2 48-6 32-5 43-8 

Galle . . 6,295 72 66 46-4 43-2 37'2 33-8 36-1 59-9 54-8 32-a 

Matara.. . . . 8,191 30, 40 38-1 64-8 48-5 34-9 50-8 67-4 53-5 52:6 • 

Kurutmgala 9,787 52 108 21-6 23-8 14-6 26-6 44-8 124-3 50'3 64-0 

Total . . 507,189 4,870 4,679 38-9 41-3 36-6 30;3 37-4 46-3 36-2 35-6 
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Table VII.-Causes of Deaths Registered on Estates in the Central, Uva, and Sabaragamuwa Provinces, In the 
Colombo and Kalutara Districts o! the Western Province, Galle and Matara of the Southern Province, 

and Kurunegala in the North-Western Province, during the First Quarter of 1915. 

Central Province. Province 
of Uva. 

Province of 
Western 

Province. 
Southern 
Province. 

Causes of Death. 
• A 

W 

0 

V 

>• 

g 
M 

i t * it A 
a 
« 

c. 
§ 
« 
A 

A 
w 

M 
i 
a 
0 

5 

$ 
3 

"3 
W O 

i 
s 
*> o 
tH 
PS 

A 

W 

AIL CAUSES 4,679 1,273 320 N 72k 930 520 356 so 252 56 40 108 

1. Enteric Fever 

2. Malaria and Malarial Caohexia . . 

6 ; ; 4 _ L_ — 1 1 ; 1. Enteric Fever 

2. Malaria and Malarial Caohexia . . 
_109 22 20 6 22 6 14 3 6 1 10 

3. Smallpox 
_109 

— — 1 ' — — — — — — — 
4. Measles 

5. Whooping Cough 

1 
1 

1 
J — — — — 

6. Cholera 1 
7, Dysentery 
8. Plague 
0. Chicfeenpox 

10. Other Epidemic Diseases 

590 163 33 , 104 125 104 27 5 20 4 10 1 7, Dysentery 
8. Plague 
0. Chicfeenpox 

10. Other Epidemic Diseases 
_ _ _ _ 

7, Dysentery 
8. Plague 
0. Chicfeenpox 

10. Other Epidemic Diseases 9 3 1 ' 4 
11. Septicemia 8 — — 1 2 2 — — 1 mm. — — 

IS: HydTopnfbt 3 3 1 8 6 " 6 8 : : 

14. Tetanus 

3 
2 

1 — _ 1 1 
1 1 

IS: HydTopnfbt 3 3 1 8 6 " 6 8 : : 

14. Tetanus 

10 6 — , 2 1 1 1 _ 15. Phthisis 61 12 2 4 8 12 13 3 6 1 _ 
16. Other Tuberoulous Diseases . . 

17. Rickets 

6 1 — 1 1 — 1 1 16. Other Tuberoulous Diseases . . 

17. Rickets 
9 2 1 ' 1 3 — '2 " 

2Ch AouteRheumatio Fever 
21. Diabetes 

9 • 3 1 < 3 1 — i — 1 — 
2Ch AouteRheumatio Fever 
21. Diabetes 

7 
2 

1 — 1 
• I 1 

• 3 — 1 1 
1 

— — 
22. Anaemia 16 3 2 • ' 3 — 7 — — 1 
23. Alcoholism 2 — mmm 

. ! 3 
— 1 

24. Other General Diseases 17 4 2 . ! 3 i 14 1 1 2 
25. Meningitis . . , . . 6; 1 1 A 1 ' 1 
fi ^ I H - o r r h a g e o f A p o p l e x y 10 

" 

• 5 
3 

— 3 
4 

1 
1 z 1 i 2 z Z 28. Epilepsy 16 6 •2 .2 2 1 i 1 z Z 2 

29. Convulsions (non-pueperal) 17 4 — 3 2 2 2 2 2 

a?! T t h e Nervous 
333 •89 . 32 '47 32 44 25 9 31 12 

_ 

z 
3 9 

32. OrgCrDiseaseV of the Heart V. 
7 

13 
2 
i — 1 

3 
3 
2 1 

1 
2 

— 
1 

12 

_ 

z 
— z 

1 

33. Hemorrhoids . . 

34. Other Diseases of the Circulatory 

1 

6 

1 

2 1 1 1 

12 

_ 

z z 
1 

35. Bronohitis 76 24 6 19 13 ' 2 •8 4 I 
36. Pneumonia 375 113 40 81 77, 27 18 3 12 - 4 '14 
37. Pulmonary Congestion 2 1 

7 

27 18 3 12 - 4 '14 

38. Asthma 21 7 — 7 1 1 4 1 mmm 
39. Other Diseases of the Resipratory 

1 

1 1 4 1 

System - . . 6 2 1 1 I 

2 

1 „ 

S: "ieDTrS . •' :: 25 6 
21 

3 7 

I 

2 2 2 _ _ 
42. Diarrhoea undefined 606 158 21 73 ' 164 86 '28 20 30 8 5 13 
43. Enteritis 72 0 1 10 17 6 25 1 1 1 1 
44. Anchylostomiasis 443 120 35 44 6fc 60 68 ,7 24 

2 
8 8 8 

45. Intestinal Parasites 33 11 2 2 6 
60 

4 
24 

2 3 -
46. Appendicitis and Typhilitis 

33 -

47. Diseases of the Liver 10 3 1 1 1 2 1 1 

S Other l e a s e s ' of the Digestive 

. 7 3 1 2 — 1 mm* -
System . . 27 7 3 3 6 1 3 

2 
1 _ 1 2 

63 13 1 8 14 4 
3 
2 1 8 — 2 

Urinary System 
52. Diseases or Aoeidents of Preg­

6 2 — 2 1 - -- — . — — - — 
nancy or of Childbirth 

63. Diseases of the Skin and Cellular 
107 41 9 i s 14 U 5 9 2 — 4 

Tissue 
54. Congenital Malformations 

18 6 3 3 2 1 1 1 — — — 
66. Premature Birth 
56. InfantileDebility(under3months| 
67. Senility 
58. Suioide 

116 
598 

45 
172 •31 

16 
' 150 

23 
120 

21 
• 29 

1 
39 

1 
9 

4 
32 

3 
2 

1 
6 

2 
8 

66. Premature Birth 
56. InfantileDebility(under3months| 
67. Senility 
58. Suioide 

1204 62 13 35 38 20 
1 

16 2 14 1 3 

60. E x S f o n ;: 
7 
5 

2 
2 1 

2 1 
20 

1 
— 1 — 1 — — 

61. Aooidents and other affections *~ - -
— — — 

produced by external causes . . 
62. Dropsy 
63. Heart failure . . 
64. Debility (3 months and over) . 

66.' Diseases not speoified or iil 

67. : : • : 

48 
112 

16 
: 296 

61 

15 
32 

7 
15 

6 
17 

13 
17 

3 
9 j 1 

3 
1 
6 1 

— 1 
6 

produced by external causes . . 
62. Dropsy 
63. Heart failure . . 
64. Debility (3 months and over) . 

66.' Diseases not speoified or iil 

67. : : • : 

48 
112 

16 
: 296 

61 
B£ 
13 

1 
16 

6 

2 
36 

4 

2 

, 19 

1 
36 

1 
27 

4 
3 
3 

22 
3 

3 1 
3 
7 
8 

produced by external causes . . 
62. Dropsy 
63. Heart failure . . 
64. Debility (3 months and over) . 

66.' Diseases not speoified or iil 

67. : : • : 31 n 
1 
1 115 

1 
1 ""•1 2 — 1 

1 
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