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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
MONTH OF AUGUST, 1915.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

Tazs report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-38
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. A ) ’ T
. Births,

2. The births numbered 1,223 (621 males and 602 females), and were equal to an annual rate of 24-59 per 1,000,
against 2392 in the preceding month, 24-19 in the corresponding month of last year, and 26°49 the average of the
corresponding months sinece 1908. The rate ranged from 7-16 in Kalpitiys to 57-76 in Kalmunai.

3. In the city of Colombo the births numbered 419 {217 males and 202 females), and were equal to an annual rate*
of 19+ 63 per 1,000, against 18- 36 in the preceding month, 1898 in the corresponding month of last year, and 2140 the
sverage for the month of Augnst in each year since 1908. 'The rate ranged from 8-43 in Kollupitiya to 22-25 in Kotahena.

Deaths.

4. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,484 (841 males and 843 females). There were
1,278 deaths of residents, equivelent to an annual rate of 28-00 per 1,000, against 34°31 in the preceding month, 29-09
in the corresponding month of last year, and 2081 the average of the corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged
from 5704 in Anvradhapurs to 1440 in Tangalla. ' :

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 582 (341 males and 241 females). There wore 540 deaths of
residents, equivalent to an annual rate® of 20 35 per.1,000, against 20- 62in the preceding month, 2725 in the corresponding
month of the previous year, and 30-38 the average for the month of August in each year since 1908. Kollupitiya
showed the lowest death-rate, viz., 13°56, and Wellawatta the highest, 47- 16. :

6. Stillbirths numbered 66 (44 males and 22 females), against 87 in the preceding month,

Infantile Mortality.

7. The infantile mortality was equal to a rate of 221 per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months ended
August 31,1915. Reckoned on the births registered during themonth only it was 239, against 282 in the preceding month,
245 in the corresponding month of last year, and 273 the average for the corresponding months since 1908.

8. The infantile mortality in the city of Colombo was 269 per 1,000 births registered during the ‘twelve months
ended August 31, 18915. Taking only the births registered during the month it was 308, against 370 in the precediﬁg
month, 242 in the corresponding month of last year, and 322 tlte average of the corresponding months sinee 1908.

» Causes of Death.

9’ The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 10 per cent. of the total deaths was due, 8 per cent. each
were due to Debility and Comvulsions, 7 per cent. each to Phihisis, Dysentery, and Diarrhea, 4 per cent. each to Anchylosto-
miasis, Bnteritis, and Molaria and Malarial Cacheaia, 3 per cent. to Enteric Fever, and 2 per cent. to Bright's Disease or
Nephritis. . . . ’ .
o 10. Iun the city of Colombo the highest mortality was from Phthisis, closely followed by Enteritis, to. each of which
10 per cent. of the total deaths was due, 8 per cent. eachwere due to Convulsions and Debility, 7 per cent. to Preumonia,
5 per cent. to Dysenfery, 4 per cent. to Bnieric Fever, 3 per cent. to Bronchitis, and 2 per cent. to Diarrheei. Twenty:'
threc deaths from Smallpox were registered in Colombo, egainst 6 in the preceding month, and 13 from Plague, against 5
in the preceding month. . e

11. Infectious Discases reported.—The most prevalent infectious disease during the month was Phihisis, of which
103 cases were reported (89 in Colombo, 6 in Galle), followed by Smallpox 100 (81 in Colombo, 6 in Galle, 2 in Ku’ruuegala
and 1 in Negombo), Enteric Fever 94 (48 in Colombo, 11 in Kalutara, 10 in Moratuwa, 8 in Galle, and 7 in 'I‘angalla.)’3
Chickenpoz 42 (24 in Colombo, 12 in Ratnapiura), Dysentery 34 (in Moratuwa), Plague 21 (in Colombo), Measles 20 (16 in
Kandy). Continued Fever 17 (10 in Colombo, 5 in Galle), Whooping Cough 3 (in Jafina), and Dz‘pktheria, 1 (in Colombo). .

Meteorology.

12. Rainfall—Hatton and Dikoya recorded the highesi rainfall (11°16 inches), followed by N Eli; -0
inches). In the other towns the rainfall ranged from 0°09 inch jn Puttalam to 6-61 inches in Gaﬂz. %tﬁribo gaa(;gdeg
0-57 inch. : . ' : '

13. Temperature.—The mean’ temperature varied from 61-4° in Nuwara Eliye to 85+9°in Trincomalee, and was
81-2° in Colombo. : ' .

14. For detailed information see Tables I. and IT. for all towns, and Tables III. and IV. for the city of Colombo,

in the Appendix, ’ . :

» Registrar-General's Office, ‘ - W. L. Kvp
Colombo, September 17, 1915. . ) ’ Registg-ﬁf‘ggﬁeral.

. n’;sThe city-rate is worked out differently from the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital events, &c., not assignable
o wards. : )
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Table IV.—Causes of Deaths registered during the Month of August, 1915, in each Ward and of each Race in the City of Colombo.
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and 1 each from (Edematous Laryngitis, Homicide, Eczema, Thrush, Malaria, Septiceemia, Worms, Fever, Small pox, and Anterior

This includes 8 from Rickets, 2 from Dysentery,

Poliomyelitis.

* This is due to Difficult Delivery.
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Table IV.—Causes of Deaths registered during the Month of August, 1915, in each Ward and of each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.
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1 Here are included 38 from Senility, 15 from Worms, and 11 from Debility.
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Supplement to the “ Coylon Government Gazette No. 6,734 of October 1, 1815,

RESU
LTS OF METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS IN CEYLOX DURING THE JMONTH OF AUGUST, 1915
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