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VITAL STATISTICS OF CEYLON.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL OF MARRIAGES, BIRTHS, AND DEATHS FOR
THE SECOND QUARTER OF 1915,

INTRODUCTORY.
THRER striking facts as disclosed by the figures in this report are :—

(@) Excers of births over deaths 15,004, an excess surpassed only in a single quarter during the past decade,
namely, the first quarter of 1905, when it was 15,518. : ’

(b) Death rate 233, the lowest rate recorded’in any quarter during the past ten years. . .

(¢) Deaths from Homicide 139, the highest recorded in any quarter since 1900, and more than double the average,

I.—Population. -

1. The cstimated population on the last day of the quarter was 4,354,418, showing an increase of 31,344 on the
previous quarter, due to an excess of 15,004 births over deaths and 16,340 arrivals over departures cf Indian coolies.
The deaths exr eed the births only in Mannar, Puttalam, Anuradhapura, and Trincomalee Districts, whilst they are less
than half in Negombo, Kegalla, Matara, and Kalutara. )

2. Indian Coolies.—There were 28,311 arrivals and 11,971 departures of Indian coolies, as against averages of
36,457 and 21,699 in the corresponding quarters of the past decade.

- II.—Marriages.

3. 6,335 marriages (4,367 General and 1,968 Kandyan) were registered during the quarter, as against 5,_426 in the
preceding quarter, 5,235 in the corresponding quarter of the previous year and 4,587 the mean of the ten preceding second
quarters. ‘Table I. in the Appendix gives their distribution by Provinces and Districts.

HI1.—Births.

4. The births registered during the quarter numbered 40,113 and corresponded to an annual rate of 37°2 per 1,000
of the estimated population. This rate is 2°3 below that of the previous quartsr and the same es the average of the
corresponding quarters of the past decade. The estate births correspond to a rate of 36:0 per 1,000 and the urban
gncluding those of Colombo) to 25:50. The Colombo rate is 19-77. For detailed statistics see Tables I. to V. in the

ppendix.

200 stillbirths were registered in the 33 towns, as against 252 in the previous quarter and 264 in the corresponding
quarter of the previous year (see Table V.). .

: IV.—Deaths.

8. The number of deaths registered during the quarter was 25,109, corresponding to an annual rate of 23°3. This
rate is 8°6 below that of the previous quarter and is 6°1 below the average. The improvement in the death-rate is
shared by all the Provinces, except the Northern and the North-Central, the heslthiest being, as usual, the Western, with
& rate of 18°2, and the unhealthiest the North-Central, with 41-3. Of the Districts, the improvement is discernible
in all, except Jafina, Anuradhapura, Puttalam, snd Trincomelee, and is especially marked in Hambantota and Kegalla,
though Negrmbo was the healthiest snd Mannar the unhealthiest. The rate of mortality on estates is 284, with the
highest rate (64 1) recorded for the estat s of Matara. The urban rate is 2565, and ranges from 420 in Kegalla to 74°36
in Mullajttivu. In the town of Colombo the death-rate is 24°83. See Tables I. to V. for detailed statistics,

V.—Infantile Mortality.

. 6. The infantile mortality measured by the proportion of deaths under one year to 1,000 births i d during
the year ending the last day of the quarter under review is 165 for all races. The ifg‘:‘est iniantti)llgtmor?;;glﬁ;e ;emong the
Sinhalese is 273 in Anuradhepurs, among the Tamils it is 394 in Puttzlam, and amcng the Moors 286 in the same District.
The lowest rate among the Sinhalese is 101 in Kalutara, among the Tamils 179 in Jzffns. among the Moors 178 in
Batticaloa. In the towns the infantile mortality is 221 per 1,600 births registered snd is 24:“ in Colombo., Among the
other. towns (exclud ng Vavun'ya snd Lunugsla) the highest rate (419) is « bicrved in N:wslapitiyva, end the lowest
(47) in Kegalla. The estate infantile mortality rate is 186. The estates df Matara record the highest rate, 287, and
Colombo the lowest, 103. ' ’ '
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VI.—Causes of Death.

7. Of the 25,100 deaths rogistered during the quarter, 17 per cent. were reported as due to Pyrexia. Other canses of
deaths during the quarter were Infantile Convulsions, 10 per cent. ; Diarrhees and Enteritis, 10 per cent. ; Diseases of the
Skin and Cellular Tissue, 8 per eent. ; Dobility, & per cent. ; Pneumonia, Diseases of Pregnancy, and Phthisis, 4 per cent.
each ; Dropsy, Senility, Intestinal Parasites, Dysentery, and Rickets, 3 per cent. each ; and Anchylostomiasis, 2 per cent,
Eight deaths from Plague wers registered in Colombo, as against 29 in the preceding quarter and 95 in the corresponding
quarter of the previous year. There were also 26 deaths from Smallpox, as against 51 in the preceding quarter and 3 in
the corresponding quarter of the previous year (vide Tablg VL.). :

" 8. Affections caused by sxternal causes—

(@) Suicide.—Fourty-seven deaths wero due to suicide, against 58 in the preceding querter and 50 in the corre-
sponding quarter of t'he previous year.

(b) Homdcide.—One hundred thitty-ninc deaths were due to homigide, ageinst 56 in the preceding quarter and 50in
the corresponding quarter of the previous year., Of these, 56 were caused by firearms and 45 by cutting or piercing
instruments. . . - i .

(¢) Bwecutions.—Nine judiciel e_xecutiohs took place during the quarter, against 11 in the preceding quarter and
g in the corresponding quarter of the previous yesr.

(d) Aecidents.—Of the 474 desths attributed to violence, 123 were due to drowninz (38 in wells and 6 in pits),
103 to fall from trees, and 33 to burns. Snake bite caused 79 deaths, and fall of heavy substances 18. Traing wers
responsible for 6 deaths, carts to 13, end motor cars for 2,

9. Causes.of Deaths on the Estates,—The highest mortality on the estates was from Debility, to which was due
19 per cent. of the total deaths ; Diarrheea and Enteritis aecounted for 16 per cent, ; Dysentery, 11 per cent.; Anchylosto-
miegis, 10 per cent. ; Pnoumonis, 9 per cont.; Infantile Convulsions, 8 per cent.; Senility, 3 per cent.; and Phthisis,
Diseases of Pregnancy, Dropsy, and Malaria, 2 per cent. each, For deteiled statistics see Table VIL

10. ' Causes of Deaths in the Towns.—In the 33 towns of the Island (inclusive of Colomho), 11 per cent. of the
total deaths were due to Pneumonie ; 10 per cent. to Phthisis; 9 por cent. to Debility; 8 per cent. to Convulsions;
7 per cent. to Dia rheen; 4 per cent. each to Dysentery, Anchylostomiasis, and Malarial Cachexia; 3 per cent. each
o Enteritis and Malerial Fever; 2 per cent. each to Bright's Disease, Bronchitis, Puerperal Septicsemia, snd Enterie Fever.
For detailed statistics see Table VIII.

- Registrar-General’s Office, W. L. KINDERSLEY,
Colombo, Qctober 19, 1915, - Registrar-General.




APPENDIX.

Table I.—Area, Estimated Population, and the Number of Marriages, Births, and Deaths registered
in the Sesond Quarter of 1915.

E g2 MARRIAGES. BIRTHS I1DBATES.
§ E o; - I - - Gl e - ] T/
) § -} .8. _: l N
Province and District. [ § o R
% | 553 il ¥ i
s | A< |35 F| 3@ &8 | ¢ | £ E
| 3 s &4l 2 3 £ g ‘R
- S— -
CEYLON.. . ( 25,481 | 4,328,074/ 6,835 4,867} 1,988 40,113 20,488 19,625] 25,108 12,940(/12,169
) —
| -
Western - . ly 1,432 | 1,150,948 1,774 1,774 — 10,119 5,170, 4,949 5,229 2,746) 2,483
Central » | 2,279 688,385 519 189 330 7,068 3,616 3,452 4,143 2,091| 2,082 *
Bouthern o .. 2,148% 651,204 988 986 2 6,785 3,482 3,333 3,627 1,824 1,703
Northern s . ' 3,619 372,436 481) 481] — 2,086 1,641 1,445 2,995 1,543 1,482
Eastern - ..} 3,848} 188,018 144! 85 59 1,668 845 823 1,463 743 720
North Western ... 3,016 431,692 708 296 412 4,224 2,189 2,038 3,243 1,673| 1,870
North-Central - 4,068 83,731 133 20 113 760 405 358 863 436 427
Uva w - 3,271% 216,217 209] = 42 187 2,166 1,064 1,002 1,546 795 781
Sabaragamuwa .00 1,901 404,595 1,409 824 885 4,347 2,206 2,141 2,100 1,080 1,011
Western. .
Colombo .. . 560§ 678,413} 1,048 1,048, — 5,417 2,782 2,635 3,170 1,700 1,470
Negombo .. ‘e 2474 177,877 307 307, — 1,839 887 952 708 378 330
Kalutara .. . 62331 294,658 419 419f — 2,863 1,801 ,362 1,351 668 683
Central. - - .
Kandy .. . 911 420,324 296 123 173 4,440 2,259 2,181 2,433 1,231 1.204
Matale - s 905} 105,528 120 22 98! 1,180 897 883 796 405 3901
Nuwara Eliya . 40623 162,538 103 44 59| 1,448 760 688 912 455 467
Southern.
Galle = . 652% 306,363 368 366 . 2 2,896 1,480, 1,416 1,606 817 789
Matara .. . 481% 237,846 394 394 — 2,806 1,322 1 284 1,199 632 567
Hambantota . 1,012% 106,995 196 196, — 1,283}, 680 633 722 -+ 378 347
Northern. . :
Jaffna ve . 1,147 331,197 438 438/ — 2,644; = 1,388 1,288 2,586 1,318 1,268
Mannar . . 9043 24,5625 27 27| — 190 92 98 270 145 125
Mullaittiva . 1,466% 16,714 16 16) — 152 91 61 139, 80 59
Eastern.
Batticaloa. . . 2,800% 158,595 123 65 58 1,384 712 672 1,177 603: 574
Trincomalee 1,048 29,420 21 20 1 284 133 151 286. 140‘ 146
North-Western. . <f
Kurunegala .1 1,843F 302,125 522 126 396 3,132 1,608, 1,524 2.429l 1,224 1,208
Puttalam .. . - 909% 38,684 B4 38 16 292 159 133 356 195 181
Chilaw ; 262} 90,013| 132 132 — 800 422 378 458! 254| - 204
North-Central. i i
Anuradhapurs .| 4,068 83,731 133 20 113 760 405, 388 863 436 427
Uva.
Badulla .. .| 8,271} 216,217, 209 42| 167 2,156 1,064 1,092 1,846 795 751
Sabaragamuwa.
Ratnapura .| 1,259 163,887 1,166 443 723 2,058 1,031 1,027 1,104 581 523
Kegalla .. 4 642 240,708] 243 81} 162]  2,280) 1,175 1,114 996 508! 4s8
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Table IL—Birth- and Death-tates In the Second Quarter of 1915, the corresponding Quarter o{ 1914, the
™% First Quarter of 1915, and the Mean Rafes for the Seeond Quarders of 1905-1914,

Birth-rate per Mille per Annum. Deatherste per Bille per Annum.
Provines and Distriot,
Second Fivst Second | Average for Second . Firsh Second | Average for
£nd Juarters, 20d Quartel
Quarier, | Quatter, | Queer. (S akteml Quaner, | Quten | Qprter LU
Covron 37-2 398 39-0 372 233 319 31-6 29-4
Western = 35:3 445 369 328 18:2 245 22-4 231
Central . 412 396 447 289 24°1 304 36-1 29-5
Boutharn . 4148 4347 45-1 401 217 318 304 29'4
Northern - 32-2 325 375 281 328 §2+0 31-9 27°3
Eaatern . 35:6 28-0 38-1 410 31-2 31'8 48-9 38-1
North-Wastern . 39'3 36-3 38'3 35'8 30°1 370 380 317
North-Contra ve 364 405 33-3 3771 413 80-7. 450 30-7
, Ova - 40:0 456 413 40°0 287 457 39:6 352
Sabaragemuwa . 431 43-0 45-3 305 20-8 29-2 382 36-0
Wostera,
Colombo 38-0 437 3447|318 187 2610 21-1 239
Negombo 41+8 457 42°8 348 1640 216 190 203
Kalutara 39-0 45'8 393 304 184 260 277 233
Coutral. {‘
Kandy . 42-4 39+9 45°3 39+9 23-2 295 32-9 28-9
Matale . 44-9 373 418 42-1 30-3 370 45-8 3747
Nuwars Eliya o 357 404 453 34-4 225 284 338 25-8
Bouthern, !’
Galle y 379 | g 09 2 210 309 25-8 -8
Matara . 440 442 462 41+8 20+2 306 3147 277
Hambantots . 48-1 40'3 54'8 438 PY O 37-4 411 438
Northern. +
Jaflna “ 32:0 320 304 312 31-3 512 308 252
Manner . 310, 36-3 40-8 384 4401 674 41°9 41-5
Mullaittivu - 368 37-8 54'9 38-0 33-4 48+0 405 414
~ S,
Bastern, : e
Battioalos . 35:0 289 387 38-8 29-8 302 484 | ' 981
Trincomales . 38+8 330 349 379 389 40+9 517 38:1
Korth-Western, A =
Kurunegala . .- g | 96+2 39+8 37-3 823 381 440 35-8
gu_tt.alam . 803 | 277 317 37:6 369 b1:4. 352 36-5
hilaw 3 . 403 381 302 20+ 2 270 19:0 21-8
North-Contral, -
, .
Apuradhapirs . 36-4 40°5 333 3771 41'3 807 450 397
Uva,
Badulla . 400 45-8 418 4040 287 457 306 35-2
Sabaragamuwa,
Ratnapura 50-4 41 44 498 2
, . 7.0 379 45°8 41-
Kegalla . 38.1 41°8 4§ 438 36:3 166 232 330 32-3
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Table IV.—Births, Deaths, and their Rates on Estates, Second Quarier, 1915, &c., and
Average Rates, 1905-1914,

‘ Populatlon regls {%E . ngg%?d # Birth-rate per Mille per Annm:;emg'e l Death-rate per Mille per'Annu'xft.

e | | | o | R

’ AN
Kandy we| 147,262 1,318 1,009 35-9 444 539'4: 32'1 275 | 869 35°1 30-0
Matale .| 31,186 203 284 26-1 284 32‘(.] 298 36-5 545 416 403
Nuwara Eliya .1100,393 892 633 35-6 47-9 40°2 32'9 253 38-0 29-4 27 4
Badulla 71,957 712 5563 397 387 47-3 33:9 30-8 3740 52+4 31-9
Ratnapura 30.456 360 368 474 502 46°6 343 485 94-3 69:3 635
Kegalla 62,518 413 - 289 265 339 2¢5 31-4 18-5 48°1 231 42'3.
Colombo 13,377 112 68 336 333 35-2 . 24-2 20-4 6690 29-1 49-0
Kalutara 30,768 367 200 47-8 41'-;'5 43-5 297 26-1 662 33-2 377
Galle 6,206 68 49 43-3 38-2 46-4 31-1 31-2 49-1 36-1 29-2
Matara. . 3,19'1 31 51 39:0 45-3 381 355 64-1 72-9 508 38-5
Kurunegala 9,787 | 72 90 29+:5 373 21+6 20-3 36-9 775 44-8 36-3
Total ..[507,189 4,§4.v.8 3,694 36:0 . 417 38-9 31-7 28-4 465 374 343
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Table VII.—Causes of Deaths Registered oh Estates in the Central, Uva, and Sabaragamuwa Provinces, in the
Colombo and Kalutara D!stricts of the Western Province, Galle and Matara of the Southern Province,
and Kurunegala in the North-Woestern Province, during the Second Quarter of 1915,

. Province North-

Contral Province. [ETovines ?ﬁ;’a_(’f ‘Western Southern | Western

of Uva, gamuwa. Province. Province. {Province
1, ¥ 3 ! ‘:
Uauses of Death. E 4 —gjo
AR IE N AERERE i | 3
S22 |Eg] E gl Rl el 5)s | 8 ]
Pl B 2R % S 812132 |R3 | 3 g
S M |2 s | & [ ]88 2 |&|S] &

A1r. Cavsss aood 1000 284 e3s) syl 308 29 ss’ 2000 49 o w0

1. Enterioc Fever .. ol 3 — I — — ‘ i — ) —_ l _ ] - 1

9. Malaria and Malarial Cachexia .. 85 11 3 2 o 13 8| 9 1 8 3 — 7

3. Smallpox — — — —_ -— [p— —_ — — — —

4. Measles 5| 4 [ — — — —_ - . — — _

5. Whooping Cough 7 4 — 3 — — —_ — —_— — —

G- Cholera —_ —_— - —_ —_ — —_— — —

7. Dysentery 405] 128 16 99) 88| 51 17 3 14] 3 11 1

8- Plague - -~ — — — — — —_ ] - —_ _ _

9. Chickenpox .. -— — — — — — —_ —_ | - —_ o __
10.  Other Epidemic Diseases 9 4 1 2 [ — — — 4 — —_ —
11. Septiceemia 3 — — — of — - — i — . _
12.  Other Septio Diseases 3 2 - — H — _— — _ — _ .
13. Hydrophobia’ P 2 — — — — — —_ — - — -

14. Tetanus 10, 3! 2 — b — [ - _ 1
15. Phthigis - 75 13 8 4 13f 14 7l 9 10 9 1 1
*16. Other Tuberenlous Diseeses Bl 1 — ] N — — ol — — .
17. Rickets ' 12 2l — 6 — 1 2 - — - —
18. Parangi —_ — — —_ —_— — — —_ — — _ .
19, Cancer [& P 1 — I — -— — —_ —
20. Aoute Rheum&tlc Fever 8] 1 1 1 n — 1 — — — - _
21. Diabetes 1 1 — —_ —_ _ — — — . _ -
23. Angmia 17| 6 — 2 1 [ — y — — — 3
23. Aleoholism . 10N — —_ | — —_ —_ - U . .
24. Other General Diseases 20] 4 9 — 5 4 o - 1 1
25. Meningitis g — 9 1 1 Il — i — — —
26. Carabmlecmomhage or Apoplexy 6! 1 2 _ — _ il — _ _
27. Paralysis . 12 b 2 3 1l — 1 — — — — —
28. Epilepsy 10) 4 1 2 1f — )1 — |1 . — —
29. Convulsions (non pueperal) 17 1 1 9 o] 3 B 1| 1 1 1l —
30. TInfantile Convulsions . 29 87 21 47 40) 24| 291 7 24 9 4l 7
31. Other Diseases of the Newous, v
Syatem . B - b - ] 1 i — —_ — .
32. Organio stea,sce of the Heart .. b o — - ] — _ . _ _ -
33. Hwmmorrhoids .. — — — —_ — — — — . - .
34. Other Diseages of the ereula,tmy
System i I — — — - —_— — 1, — —_ 3
35. Bronchitia bl 18 1 134 - 6} 1 3 — 2
36, Pneumonia . 300! 84 49 67 36] 18 17 5 - " 9 15
47. Pulmonary Congestion 3 — —_ 1 _ ol — — 0 — - . .
8. Asthma 13 6 1 3 1 N — |- 9 - = —
30. Other Diseases of the Resplre.tory
System 8] A — 2 - — 1 — - — -
40. Thrush, Stomatltls 9 || - — — _ Y il — _ -
41. Infantile Diarrhcea 29 8 — 13 o) 1 9 _ 2 1 — —
4?. Dmuhmzbundeﬁ.ned 488l 134 301 62 08 87 39 10 18 7 4 18
43. Enteritis .. 71 2l — 18] 7 9 23] — . - _ Ve
- 44. Anchylostomiagis 357 04 36 2y ;
4 ! 68 39 50 6| 21 6 14 [

45, Intestinal Parasites 29) [ 1 4 5 9 I - . _ 1
48, Appendicitis and Typhilitis 1 1 - - - _ _ — - -

47. Diseases of the Liver 4 1 - — o — il — -

A8, Peritonitis . q N _ 1 o _ _ - -

49. Other Diseases of the Dlgestlve - -

System .
50.  Bright's Disease snd Nephmtxs ;g 12 g l% 12 g g - 9 g i - -
51. Other Diseases of the Gemto - -
Urinary System 8 — . 1 ZP _ i - 1

52. Disenses or f%ooidents of Preg - - - .

naney or of Childbirth

53. Diseases of the Skin and Cellular e B 8 19 1 16 8 1 U - 1 3

Tissue .

54, gongemtal Malformesiona 1? — 8 _ 8 i‘ _ # I - 2 - - 1

55, Premature Birth - - - e - - -

56 Infant\leDeb1hby(under3months) 4(6; 1?;} _-45 l;; é; ‘;; 2% - 4 - 1 i — 1

B7. Senility ul - a0 10 29 10 iD o 2 3 5| 4

- 9, 1 1 2

58. Suicide g 9 1 1 3

59. Homiocide - - - - I —

60. Execntion . - - - e - - - - - - — —

61. Aocoidents and othor aftections - - - - - - - - - -

produced by external causes .. 39 1l 2 n o 8

62, Dropsy -l g 26 . 14 13P A 7 2 }l _ 1 _ 2 1

63, Heerb failore .. . ‘ 8 2 1 d 0 2

84, Deblhty {3 months and over) .. 208 a 20 a1 - 2 —37 -—20 e 5 ~—20 —_ 3 — ) ;

5, Pyrexia o

gﬁ D?sea.ses not spsmﬁed or il | 83 10 1 2 4 3 4 9 — | - 1 8

defined = _ P _ _

67. Other causes i o8l . 19 1 9 1 1 1 ) . 1 9 .
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