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VITAL STATISTICS OF CEYLON.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL OF MAERIAGES, BIRTHS, AND DEATHS FOR
THE THIRD QUARTER OF 1915, -

INTRODUCTORY.

_Tmc outstandmg featm'es mﬁconnectlon with the statistics embodied in this report are as follows :—
(¢) The nuraber of marriages (10,138) is the highest recorded in any quarter during the preceding decenmum
(3) The birth-rate (33-5) is Iower than any in the past ten quarters.

(¢) The death-rate (22°6) is the lowest since 1895,
{(d) The number of judicial executions (38) is the highest on record since 1880.

<. I.~—Population.
1. The estimated population on the last day of the quarter was 4,386,571, showing an increase of 32,153 on the
prgvious -quarter, due to an excess of 11,945 Virths over deaths and 20, 208 arrivals over departures of Indian coolies.
" The births exceed the deaths in all the distriots, except Mannar and Puttalam, and are more than double in Negombo

and Kegalla.
2. Indian Coolies—There were 83,705 arrivals and 13,497 departures of I.ndla.n coolies, as aéamst averages of .
82,430 and 16,530 in the corresponding quarters of the past decade. ‘

[
II.—Marriages.

3, 10, 138 marriages (5,952 General and 4,186 Kandyan) were registered, as againgt 6,335in the precedu%uarter,

6,573 in the corresponding quarter of the previous year, and 5,826 the mean of the ten preceding third quarters. This

*abnormal increase in marriages is more marked in the Kandyan community than in the General, and is partly explained
by the fact that the people have heard that bachelors are to be taken for the war. Table I z.g the Append:x gives their

distribution by Provinces and Districts.

. IIL.—Births, -
: 4 The births registered during the guarter numbered 36,730, and corresponded to an annual rate of 335 per 1,000
> of the estimated population. This rate is 3°7 below that of the previous quarter and -6 less than the average. The
¥ eafate births correspond to a rate of 404 per 1,000 and the urban (including those of Colombo) to 24:47. The
Golombo rate is 19°90. For detailed statistics see Tables L. to V. in the Appendix.
192 stillbirths were registered in the 33 towns, as against 200 in the previous quarter and 223 in the correspond.mg
quarter of the previouswear (see Table V.).
IV.—Deaths. * . '

8. The number of deaths registered during the quarter was 24,785, corresponding to an annual rate of 22+6. This
rate is *7 below that of the previous quarter, and is 75 less than the average, The improvement is shared by all
Provincess®and is specially marked in the Province of Sabaragamuwa. Of the districts, Negombo was, as usual, the
healthiest with a rate of 13-5, and Trincomalee was the unhealthiest with 34-0, followed by Mannar with 32°6.

: Nuwara Ehya—t'he sanatorium of (kylon—ranks fourth in order of demerit with a rath of 29-4, which is 6-9 above that.
in the previous quarter, though only -4 in excess of the average. The rate of mortality on estates is 32'3; with the.
higheat rate (59°7) recorded for the estates of Matara. The urban rate is 2798, and ranges from 9°06 in Nuwara Ehyw
to 50°74 in Anuradbapura. Mullaittiva with a rate of 40'46 shows & decided improvement on the Previois qua,rter,,
when the rate was 74:36. _In the town of Colombo the death-rate is 28" 86 See Tables I to V for detaxled sbatlstxas

.

V.—Infantile Mortality.

6. The infantile mortality measured by the proportion of deaths under one year to 1,000 bn-ths regn;te
the year ending the st day of the quarter under review is 158 for all races.” The highest infantile mortalit
Sinhalese is 249 in Puttalam, among the Tamils 240 in Mannar; and among the Moors 216 in Batticalo:
among the Sinhalese is 88 in Kalutara, among the Tamils 147 in Mullaittivy, and among the Mog:
In the towns the infantile mortality is 226 per 1,000 births registered and is 255 in Colombo. Amo:
{excluding Vavuniya and Lunugela) the hlghest rate (500)is observed in Batticaloa, and the lowe
The estate infantile mortglity rate is 222, ranging from 154 in Badulla and Kalutara to 273 in Nuf Pl S
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VI.—Causes of Death. .-

7. Of the 24,785 deaths registered during the quarter, 14 per cent. were reported as due to Pyrexia. Other causes of
deaths during the quarter were Diarrhcea and Enteritis, 11 per cent. ; Infantile Convulsions, 9 per cent.; Diseases of the
Skin and Cellylar Tissue, 7 per cent.; Debility, 6 per cent. ; Pneumonia, Rickets, Phthisis, and Sem'hty, 4 per cent.
each ; "Dysentery, Anz=m a, Diseases of Pregnancy, Intestinal Parasites, and Dropsy, 3 per cent. each; and Anchyloa-
tomiasis, 2 per cent. Thirty-eight deaths from Plague were registered (37 in Colombo and 1 in Ka.lutara) against 8 in the
preceding quarter and 109 in the corresponding quarterof the previons year. Thero were 62 deaths from Smallpox (58
in Colombo, 4 in Galle), against 26 in the preceding quarter and 44 in the corresponding quarter of the previous year (vide -
Table VL.).

8., Affections caused by oxternal causes—

(a) Suicide.—Fifty-one deaths were due to suicide, against 47 m the precedmg querter and 57 m the
corresponding quarter of the prevxous year.

(b) Homicide.—Ninety-six deaths were due to homicide, against 189 in the preceding quarter and 50 in the
corresponding quarter of the prewous year. Of these, 41 were caused by firearms and 35 by cutting or piercing

instraments. )

{¢) Executions. —Thirty-eight judicial executions took place during the quarter, against 9 in the preceding quarter
and 5 in the corresponding quarter of the previous year.

(d) Of the 454 deaths attributed to violence, 152 were due to drownihyz (42 in wells and 6 in plts), 89 to fall
from trees, 32 to fall of heavy substances, and 27 to burns. Snake bite caused 54 deaths, and injuries by elepha,nts 3.

Trains were responsible for 2 deaths, carts for 6, and motor cars for 1.

9. Causes of Deaths on the Estates.—The highest mortality on the estates was from Debility,-to which were due .
20 per cent. of the total déaths; Diarrhcea and Enteritis accounted for 14 per cent.; Anchylostomiesis and Dysentery, 11
per cent. each; Pneumonia, 9 per cent.; Infantile Convulsions, 7 per cent. ; Semhty, 4 por cent. ; Diseascs of Pregrancy,
Malaria and Malsrial Cac h=xia, Dropsy, and Phthisis, 2 per cent. each. For deteiled statistics see Table VIL

" 10, Causes of Deaths in the Towns.—In thé*83 towns of the Island (inclusive of Colombo), 10 per cent. of the
total deaths were due to Pneumonia ; 8 per cent. to Phthisis; 7 per cent. each to Convulsions and Dysentery; 6 per
cent. each to Diarrheea and Debility ; 4 per cent. each to AnchleStOmla._ls, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, and Enteritis; 2
-per cent, each to Enteric Fever, Bright’s Disease and Nephritis, and Bronchitis; and 1 per cent, to Puerperal Septlcaemaa.
For detailed statistics see Table VIII.

Registrar-General’s Office, : W. k. Kmnnfnsmy,
Colombo, December 31, 1915. _ ‘ aRegstrar-Geperal
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APPENDIX,

Table I -——Area, Estimated Populatlon. and the Number-of Marriages, Births, ana Leatns regisierea
{a ‘the Third Quarter of 1915.

.

g ; o . { MARRIAGES. BIRTES. DEATES.
8 | 33 ,
. ‘ : 585 ? ? |
Province and Distriet. g Ea~ P
‘ @ | &%k i § ) §
= E] s . . .
e I T SR S A B O O R AR
< ] ] M & 3 [ & | &
. 3 1
] CEYLON -« ..| 25,481 4,354,418 10,188/ 5,952| 4,186] . 36,730 18,956 17,776 24,785 *12,648 12,137
We;tem Lo 1,432 1,155,838 1,970/ 1,970 — 8,372 4,363 4,009 5,809 3,1038] 2,706
Central ve . 2,279 691,310 591 203 388 6,780  8,510/: 3,270 4,750 2,344] 2,406
_Southern - .. ..| 2,146}~ 654,462 1, 755 1,743 12 5,730 2,925 2,805 3,638, .1,759( 1,779
Northern .o . 3.619 372,427 674 672 2 3,140 1,664 1,470 2,304 1,159 1,145
Eastern - .. .. 3,848} 188,220 127 78 49| 2,098 1,126 972 1,531 797 734
Nortb-Western .. 3,016 432,672 2,394 712 1,682 3,756 1,926 1,830 2,492 1,256] 1,236
North-Central | 4, 068 83,628 326 13 313 748 377 371 585 327 258 .
Uva . as W3 271«} 216,827 577 . 67 610 2,081 1,023 1,058 1,568 805 763
Babaragamuwa ... 1,901 406,842 1,724 494 1,230 4,025 2,041 1,984 2,208 1,098 1,110
Weal;em.
Colombo .. .e 560§ 680,660, 1,084; 1,084 — 4,633 2,365 2,168 3,649 1,976| 1,673
Negombo .. .e 247} 179,008 343 343 — 1,516 777 739 610 341 269
Kalutara .. .o 6233 296,170, 543 543f — 2,323 1,221 1,102 1,550 786 764
Contral. : ‘
Kandy - .. ve 911 422,329 328 134 194 4,028 2,072 1,956 2,799 1,380, 1.419
Matale PR ve 005} 105,912 144 28 116 979 502 477 741 369 372
Nuwara Eliya . 462% 163,069, , 119 41 8 1,773 936! 837 1,210 598 618
Southern. .
Galle .o . 652} 307,653 525 513 12 2,392 . 1,253 1,139, 1,595 794! . 801
* Matara .. e 4811 239,253 709 709 — 2,164 1,076 1,078 1,196 590 606
Hambantota .| 1,012% 107,556 521 521 — 1,184 596 588 747 375 372
Northern. v ) :
Jafina . sn 1,147% 331,258)° 558 558} ~— 2,808 1,479 1,329 1,087 981 1,006
Mapnar .4 .e 9043} 24,445 b7 BT} — J 176 96 80 201 106 96
Mullaittiva .. 1,466} 16,727 59 87} 2 156 ° 89/ 87| 116 73 43
- b R
Kastern. R
Batticaloa.. .. 2,800%" e 158,802 99 52 47, 1,792 974 818 1,279 676 603
Trincomalee .e 1,048 29,418 28 26 2] 306 152 154 252 121, 131
North-Western. ’ : :
Kurunegala ..] 1,843} 302,828 1915 286] 1629 2,880 1,453 1,427 1,906 948 958
Puttalam .. .e 909% 38,590 126 73! 53 204 102 102 233 126, 107
Chilaw .. . 2621 91,254 363 3583 — 672 371 301 363 182, 171
North-Central,
Anuradhapura ..| 4,068 s3,628| 326 13 313 748 377 371 585 327 258
Uva.
Badulla .. ... 83,2713 216,827 577 67 510 2,081 1,023 1,058 1,568 805! 763
Sabaragamuwa. o .
Ratnapura . 1,259 164.841] 1,422/ 390| 1,032 1,693 835 858 1,152 582 870
Keogalla .. . 642 242,001 302 104 198] 2,332, 1,206, 1,128 1,056 516 540
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Table II. —Birth- and Death-rates in the Third Quarter of 1915, the corresponding Qﬁarter of 1914, the
Second Quarter of 1915, and the Mean Rates for the Third Quarters of 1905-1914.

- Birth-rate per Mille per Annum, Death-rate per Mille per Annum.
Province and Distriot. . ‘ .
) Third Second Third Average for Third - Second Average -for
uarter s jnarter. |3rd Quarters, arter, uarter, uarters
01915’ ’ 1915, v 1014, 190%‘-1914. Qilgli ’ 1915, Qil:{rr ’ mmu. -
CBYION 33-5 37°2 84:2 34-1 226 23-3 274 30°1

Western . 28-7 353 307 28-4 19-9 182 21-0 243

Central . - 38-9 41-2 400 36-0 27-8 24-1 - 32:3 33-6 -

Southern .. 347 41-8 38-3 35-4 21+5 21-7 276 27-6

Northern . 33-8 32-2 861 38-3 24-5 32-3 27-4 . 24-7

Bastern . . 44-2 35-6 32-2 42-7 32-3 31-2 338 32-5

North-Western . 34:4 39-3 31-8 353 22:9 30-1 29-9 35'8

North-Central - 35-5 36-4 34-5 |  37-4 27-8 41-3 33-7 32-4

Uva . 38-1 40-0 34-9 37°3 28-7 28-7 45-1 371

‘Sabaragsmuwa ve 393 431 371 35-4 21-5 20-8 29-7 41-3

Western.

" Colombo . 26+4 32-0 28-9 | 266 21-3 1847 21-1 247
Negombo . 33-6 41-5 34:0 30-6 13-5 16-0 16-9 23-2
Kalutaga . 31 39-0 831 | 31 20-8 18-4 23-1 v24+3

Central. ] !

Kandy . 378 424 41- 35-4 26-3 23-2 | - 31ip 32-8
Matale . 367 449 33-6 37-4 27-8 30-3 '35-9 441
Nuwara Eliya . 431 35-7 410 36° 29-4 22:5 32-2 29:0

\

Southern.

Galle " 30°9 37-9 339 33-2 20-6 21-0 245 259
Matara . 357 440 4149 366 19-8 20- 2 239 268 :
Hambantota .. 437 48-1 42°0 38-8 £7+6 27-1 338 36-1

Northern,

Jafina .. 336 32:0 360 378 23-8 31-3 " 961 23.
Mannar . 286 31-0 37°6 38:3° 32-6  44-1 292 36-3
Mullaittiva . 37°0 | 368 35-9 362 275 33-4 352 36:2

Eastern. ! ;

P E
Batticaloa . 44-8 350 3341 439 320 29-8 347 32:8 ~
Trincomalee ] oo 41-3 388 2746 367 340 38-9 28+9 27.6

North-Western.

Kurunegala . 377 " 41+6 - 32°4 87-7 25-0 32-3 33-3 |- 399
Puttalam . 21-0 303 268 298 24-0 36-9 29+0 33-5 -

_ Chilaw _29-2 353 31-9 299 15-4 202 19-1 22-7

- North-Central, £ ) .
Anuradbapura . 355 364 345 87°4 27-8 41-3 33+7 32i4

Uva. ,
“Badulla . 38°1 40°0 349 37'3 28-7 28+7 . 451 37°1

Sabaragamuwa,” '_' ) ‘ .

Ratnapura . 504 356 366 27-7 27+0 34-5 40
Kegalla . 881 38-2 367 17-3 18-6 264 41-8
v
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Table IV.—Births, Deaths, and their Rates on Estates, Third Quarter, 1915 &e., and
Average Rates, 1905-1914,

) 1,0&%2@ registt:‘r.ed regﬁmred Birth-rate per Mille per Annum. Death-rate per Mille per Annum. L
| T1015. 1915, . - - 11905-1914. N Y Lyl
- ——— l - : S R
Kandy A1a7,262 ) 1,534 ] 1,300 41°3| 389 43-2| 33°8] 33-0| 2751 41-2| gs.2
Matale .+| 81,186 274 247 349 | 26:1 32-1| 32-1] 31-4] 365 486| 43-8
Nuwara Eliys ..1100,393 | 1,230 902 | 486 356 42-2| 37-2] 357 253] 353 g1-1
Badulla . ..| 71,957 643 513 355 397 34-4 35-2 283 308 39-4 38-4
Ratnapura ..| 30.455 397 391 517 474 38-9 32-8 509 48+5 76-3 -3
Kegalla ..| 62,518 443 | 281 ) 281| 25| 30-3| 331} 17 s? 185 | 367 50.2
Colombo ..l 18,377 126 101 374 3361 34-1 2347 3000 ' 20-4 46-9 491
Kalatara | somes|  sia| me| 4sol ars| sr1| sea| sse2| 261 ase1| aseq
Qalle .- .. 6,295 66 57 41-6| 43-3] 20-0| 25°3| 359 31-2| 54'8| 38-6
Matara. . .| 3,191 24 481 29-8| 39.0| 49-7| 42-3| 59-7| 64:1| 485| 4].8
Kurunegala .| 9,787 50 69 203 25| 130 17-1| 284| 369 470 394
Total ..|507,189 | 5,159 | 4,128 404 36-0 37-9 33-4 32:3 28-4 42-4 ,. 38-2
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'rable VIL—Causes of Deaths Registered on ‘Estates in the Central, Uva, and Sabaragamuwa Provlnces, in tke
Colombo and Kalutara Districts of the Western Province, Galle and Matara of the Southern Provinee,
.. and Kurunegala in the North-Western Province, during the Third Quarter of 1915,

Causea of Death.

—

Central Province.

-

iProvince|
of Uva.

*Province of

Sabara-

Weétern
Ptovmce

" Southern
Province.

North-
Western,
IProvince

'g‘:.
M

Ceylon..

Matale.

- Nuwara

Eliya.

Colombo.

Matara.

Galle.

Kurunegala.

AxLL CAUSES

4,128' 1,300

247

01|

—

19'

[
x©

69

!

1. Enteno Fdker ..*

2. Malaria and Malarial C&ohexm .oy

3. Smallpox .. .
4. Measles )
8. Whooping Cough .
6. Cholera * ..
7. Dysentery .
8. «Plague
9. Chickenpox ..

10. Other Epidemic Diseases

11, 8Septicemia ..

12, Other Septic Diseases

13, Hydrophobia

14, Tetanus

15, Phthisis

16, Other Tuberculous Diseases

17. Rickets

18, Parangi

19, Canecer

20. Acute Rheumatm Fever

21. Diabetes

22, Anm:mia .

23. Alcoholism .

24. Other General Diseases

28. Meningitis e

26. CerebralHaemorrhage orApoplexy
27. Paralysis .

28. Epilepsy .

29, Convulsions (non-pueperal)

30. Infantile Convulsions

31.
System

32. Organic Diseases of the Heart .

33. Hemorrhoids ..

34, Other Diseasss of the Cntculatory

. System ..

35. Bronchitis .o

36. Pneumonia .. .

37. Pulmonary Congestion .-

38, Asthma

39, Other Diseases of the Resplratory
Syatem

_40. Thrush, Stomatltxs

“41. Infantile Diarrhces .

42. Diarrhoea undefined .

43, Enteritis . ..

44, Anohylostommsxs .

45. Intestinal Parasites .

46, Appendicitis and Typhilitis ..

47, Diseases of the Liver ..

48, Peritonitis’ .

49, Other Diseases of the ngestlve
System .

50. Bnght’s Disease and Nephrms

81, Other Diseases of the Gemto—
Urinary System

52. Diseases or Accidents of Preg-
nancy or of Childbirth

83. Diseases of the Skin and Celllﬂa.r
Tissue

gg Congenital Ma.lformatlons .

56.

¢ . .
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