
VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF JANUARY, 1916.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

T h is  report deals with the V ital Statistics o f th e  33 principal towns in the Island proclaim ed under sections 31-36 
o f  the Ordinance N o. I o f  1895.

Births.
2. The births num bered 1,501 (775 males and 726 females), and were equal to  an annual rate of 2 9 '4 8  per 1,000, 

against 27 • 22 in the preceding m onth, 29 ■ 31 in the corresponding m onth of last year, and 32 • 74 the average o f  the 
■„ corresponding m onths since 1908. The rate ranged from  8 '9 2  in Kegalla to  6 7 '8 8  in H atton and D ikoya.

W . In  the city  o f Colom bo the births num bered 545 (284 males and 261 females), and were equal to  an annual rate* 
of 24-80 per 1,000, against 2 2 '3 9  in the preceding month, 26 '19  in the corresponding m onth of last year, and 2 7 '6 1  the 
average of the corresponding m onths since 1908, The ra te ^ n g cd  from  9 • 05 in K ollupitiya to 33 • 08 in W ellaw atta.

Deaths. v
4. The total deaths registered during the m onth were 1,607 (872 males and 735 females). There were 1,307 

deaths of residents, equivalent to  an annual rate o f 27 • 98 per 1,000, against 25 • 88 in the preceding m onth, 35 • 90 in the 
corresponding m onth of last year, and 35 • 49 the average for the m onth o f January in each year since 1908. T he rate 
ranged from 63 ■ 88 in Anuradhapura to 3-25 in Nawalapitiya.

5. In  the city  of Colombo the deaths num bered 555 (291 males and 264 females). There were 494 deaths o f  
residents, equivalent to  an annual rate* o f 26 ■ 08 per 1,000, against 24 • 02 in  the preceding m onth, 34 ■ 29 in the corresponding 
month of last year, and 35-12 the average for the m onth o f January in each year since 1908. The lowest rate, 10 ' 10, 
was, as usual, observed in K ollupitiya, and the highest, 26 '4 6 , in  W ellawatta.

6. Stillbirths num bered 87 (47 males and 40 females), against 99 in the preceding m onth.

Infantile Mortality.
7. The infantile m ortality was equal to a rate o f 254 per 1,000 births registered during the year ended Janu aiy  

31,1916. R eckoned on  the births registered during the m onth only the rate was 224, against 210 in the preceding m onth, -298 
in the corresponding m onth o f last year, and 288 the average o f the corresponding m onths since 1908.

8. In  the c ity  o f Colom bo the infantile m ortality was 216 per 1,000 births registered during the year ended 
January 31, 1916. Calculated on the births registered during the m onth the rate was 189, against 188 in  the preceding 
month, 352 in the corresponding m onth o f last year, and 320 the average o f the corresponding m onths since 1908.

Causes of Death.
9. The highest mortality was from  Debility and Pneumonia, to  each o f  which 9 per cent, o f  the total deaths was 

due, 8 per cent, were due to  Convulsions, 7 per cent, to  Phthisis, 6 per cent, to  Diarrhoea, 5 per cent, to  A  nchylostomiasis,
4 per cent, to  Enteritis, 3 per cent, each to  Malarial Fever and Dysentery, and 2 per cent, each to Bright's Disease and 
Nephritis, Bronchitis, Enteric Fever, Puerperal Septicaemia, and M alarial Cachexia.

10. In  the c ity  o f Colom bo the highest m ortality was due to  Phthisis, which caused 12 per cent, o f  the total 
number o f deaths, 8 per cent, were due to  Pneumonia, 7 per cent, each to  Convulsions and Enteritis, 6 per ce n t .. to  
Debility, 3 per cent, each to Diarrhoea, Enteric Fever, Bronchitis, and Anchylostomiasis, 2 per cent, to Puerperal S ep ti­
caemia, and 1 per cent, to Bright's Disease and Nephritis. Eighteen deaths from  Plague were registered in the c ity  o f  
Colom bo, against 14 in the preceding m onth. One death from  Plague was also registered at Vavuniya o f  a person w ho 
travelled in  a m otor car from  Colombo to  Jaffna. N o deaths from  Smallpox were registered.

11. Infectious Diseases repented.— The m ost prevalent infectious disease during the m onth was Ghickenpox, o f
which 270 cases were reported (222 in Colom bo, 19 in  Katnapura, 6 in  M oratuwa), followed b y  Phthisis 91 (7 9 'in 
Colom bo, 6 in Galle), Enteric Fever 72 (40 in Colom bo, 14 in  Galle, 11 in M oratuwa), Plague 19 (18 in  Colom bo and 
1 in Vavuniya), Continued Fever 18 (11 in Galle, 3 in  Colom bo), Measles 13 (11 in K andy), M um ps  6 (4 in  Colom bo), 
Dysentery 4 (1 each in M oratuwa, Par adure, Chilaw, and K egalla), Diarrhoea 2 (in Colom bo), Diphtheria 1 (in K andy), 
and Typhoid Fever 1 (in Panadure). ~

Meteorology.
12. RainfctU.— Badulla recorded the highest rainfall (4 '6 9  inches), followed by  Kalutara (3-22 inches). In  

the ^ th er towns the rainfall ranged from  3 • 02 inches in Nuwara Eliya to 0 • 03 inch in Mannar and Anuradhapura. 
C olom bo recorded O '31 inch.

13. Temperature.— The mean temperature varied from  5 4 '2 °  in Nuwara E liya to  7 9 '9 °  in Katnapura, and was 
7 8 '3 °  in  Colombo.

14. F or detailed inform ation see Tables I . and H . for all towns, and Tables m .  and IV. for the city o f  Colombo, 
in  the Appendix.

Registrar-General’ s Office, " W . L  I&ndersuey,
Colombo, February 17. .1916. Registrar-General.

* The city-rate is worked out differently from the ward-rates, and takes into aooount hospital events, &e., not assigns 
to  wards.
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