
VITAL STATISTICS OP TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 1916.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

Th is report deals with the V ital Statistics o f the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaim ed under sections 31-36 
o f the O rdinance N o. 1 o f  1895.

Births.
2. T h e births numbered 1,332 (703 males and 629 females), and were equal to an annual rate o f  27*97 per 1,000 

against 29*48 in the preceding month, 31*98 in the corresponding m onth o f last year, and 31*70 the average o f  the 
corresponding m onths since 1908. The rate ranged from  7* 62 in K alpitiya to  52*62 in M ullaittivu.

3. In  the c ity  o f  Colombo the births numbered 497 (259 males and 238 females), and were equal to an annual rate* 
o f 24* 18 per 1,000, against 24*80 in the preceding month, 32*83 in the corresponding m onth  o f last year, and 27*89 the 
average o f  the corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from  13*77 in K ollu pitiya  to  33 • 79 in W ellaw atta.

Deaths.
4. T h e to ta l deaths registered during the m onth were 1,404 (756 males and 648 females). There were 1,159 

deaths o f  residents, equivalent to  an annual rate o f 26*53 per 1,000, against 27*98 in the preceding m onth , 34*52 in the 
corresponding m onth  o f last year, and 33*64 the average for the m onth o f February in each year since 1908. The rate 
ranged from  69*76 in M ullaittivu to 4*35 in Chilaw.

5. In  the c ity  of Colombo the deaths num bered 514 (288 males and 226 females). There were 448 deaths of 
residents, equ ivalent to  an annual rate* of 25 * 28 per 1,000, against 26 * 08 in the preceding m onth, 32 * 31 in  the corresponding 
m onth o f last yeas, and 32*12 the average for the m onth of February in each year since 1908. The low est rate, 4*47, 
was, as usual, observed in K ollupitiya, and the highest, 27 * 30, in  N ew  Bazaar.

6. Stillbirths num bered 96 (52 males and 44 females), against 87 in the preceding m onth.

Infantile Mortality.
7. T h e  infantile m ortality was equal to a rate o f  201 per 1,000 births registered during the year ended F ebruary

29,1916. R eck on ed  on  the births registered during the m onth only the rate was 185, against 224 in the preceding month} 228 
in the corresponding  m onth  o f  last year, and 266 the average o f the corresponding m onths since 1908.

8. T h e  infantile m ortality in the c ity  o f Colombo was 218 per 1,000 births registered , during the year ended 
February 29, 1916. Calculated on  the births registered during the m onth the rate was 191, against 189 in the preceding 
m onth, 231 in  the corresponding m onth o f last year, and 296 the average o f the corresponding m onths since 1908.

Causes of Death.
9. T h e  highest m ortality was from  Pneumonia, to  which was due 12 per cent, o f  the total num bei o f deaths,

9 per cen t, w ere due to  Debility, 8 per cent, to  Convulsions, 7 per cent, to  Phthisis, 6 per cent, to  M alaria  and M alarial 
Cachexia, 5  per cent, each to Diarrhoea and Anchylostomiasis, 4 per cent, to  Dysentery, 3 per cent, each to  Bright's Disease 
and N eph ritis  and Enteritis, and 2 per cent, each to  Enteric Fever and Bronchitis.

10. In  the city  o f  Colom bo the diseases which contributed to  the highest m ortality were Phthisis and Pneumonia, 
each o f  w h ich  caused 12 per cent, o f  the total deaths, 8 per cent, each were due to  Convulsions and Debility, 5 per cent, 
to Enteritis, 4  p er  cent, to  Bright's D isease and Nephritis, 3 per cent, each to  Bronchitis, Enteric Fever, and Dysentery, 
and 2 p e r  cent, each to Diarrhoea and Puerperal Septicaemia. The total num ber o f  deaths registered from  Plague was 14, 
against 18 in  the preceding m onth. N o death from  Smallpox was registered.

11. In fectious Diseases reported.— B y  far  the m ost prevalent infectious disease during the m onth was Chickenpox, 
o f w hich  737 cases were reported (649 in Colom bo, 18 in Ratnapura, 11 each in K an dy and Kurunegala), followed 
by Phthisis 84 (73 in Colom bo, 6 in Galle), Enteric Fever 62 (41 in Colombo, 9 in K andy), Measles .62 (31 in K andy, 
30 in  C o lom bo), Continued Fever 28 (14 in Colom bo), Plague 18 (in Cofombo), M um ps  5 (3 in Colom bo), Dysentery 4 (in 
M oratuwa), Diarrhoea 3 (in Galle), and Smallpox 2 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.
12. Rainfall.— K alutara recorded the highest rainfall (2*35 inches), follow ed b y  R atnapura (1*63 inch). In 

the other tow ns the rainfall ranged from  1*38 inch in Vavuniya to  0*02 inch in Jaffna. Colom bo recorded 0*07 inch.
13. Temperature.— The mean temperature varied from  57*0° in Nuwara E liya to  81*5° in Ratnapura, and was 

78*8° in  Colom bo.
14. F o r  detailed statistics, see Tables I . and I I . for all towns, and Tables IH . and TV. for the city  o f  Colombo,

in the A pp endix . ■**'

Registrar-General’ s Office, W . L . Kxndebsley,
C olom bo, M arch 16, 1916. Registrar-General.

* The city-rate is worked out differently from the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital events, &e., not assignable
to wards.
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