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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE
MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 1916.

.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

THIs report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 83 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. .
' Births.

2. The births numbered 1,332 (703 males and 629 females), and were equal to an annual rate of 27-97 per 1,000
against 29-48 in the preceding month, 31'98 in the corresponding month of lagt year, and 31'70 the average of the
corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 7+ 62 in Kalpitiya to 5262 in Mullaittivu.

3. In the city of Colombo the births numbered 497 (2569 males and 238 females), and were equal to an annual rate®
of 2418 per 1,000, against 2480 in the preceding month, 32°83 in the corresponding month of last year, and 27-89 the
average of the corresponding months since 1908. The rate ranged from 1377 in Kollupitiya to 33°79 in Wellawatta.

Deaths.

4. The total deaths registered during the month were 1,404 (756 males and 648 females). There were 1,159
deaths of residents, equivalent to an annual rate of 2653 per 1,000, against 2798 in the preceding month, 3452 in the
corresponding month of last year, and 33° 64 the average for the month of February in each year since 1908. The rate
ranged from 6976 in Mullaittivu to 435 in Chilaw.

5. In the city of Colombo the deaths numbered 514 (288 males and 226 females). There were 448 deaths of
residents, equivalent to an annual rate* of 25 28 per 1,000, against 26 - 08 in the preceding month, 32- 31 in the corresponding
month of last year, and 32°12 the average for the month of February in each year since 1908. The lowest rate, 4-47,
was, as usual, observed in Kollupitiya, and the highest, 2730, in New Bazaar.

6. Stillbirths numbered 96 (52 males and 44 females), against 87 in the preceding month.

Infantile Mortality.

7. The infantile mortality was equal to a rate of 201 per 1,000 births registered during the year ended February
29,1916. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the rate was 185, against 224 in the preceding monthy 228
in the corresponding month of last year, and 266 the average of the corresponding months since 1908.

8. The infantile mortality in the city of Colombo was 218 per 1,000 births registered .during the year ended
February 29, 1916. Caleulated on the births registered during the month the rate was 191, against 189 in the preceding
month, 231 in the corresponding month of last year, and 296 the average of the corresponding months since 1908,

Causes of Death.

9. The highest mortality was from Pnewmonia, to which was due 12 per cent. of the total number of deaths,
9 per cent. were due to Debility, 8 per cent. to Convulsions, 7 per cent. to Phihisis, 6 per cent. to Malaria-and Malarial
Cachexia, 5 per cent. each to Diarrhea and Anchylostomiasis, 4 per cent. to Dysentery, 3 per cent. each to Bright's Disease

and Nephritis and Enteritis, and 2 per cent. each to Enterdc Fever and Bronchitis.

10. In the city of Colombo the diseases which contributed to the highest mortality were Phthisis and Pneumonia,
each of which caused 12 per cent. of the total deaths, 8 per cent. each were due to Convulsions and Debility, 5 per cent.
to Enteritis, 4 per cent. to Bright's Disease and Nephritis, 3 per cent. each to Bronchitis, Enteric Fever, and Dysentery,
and 2 per cent. each to Diarrhoea and Puerperal Septicemia. The total number of deaths registered from Plague was 14,
against 18 in the preceding month. No death from Smallpoz was registered.

11. Inmfectious Diseases reported.—By far the most prevalent infectious disease during the month was Chickenpoz,
of which 737 cases were reported (649 in Colombo, 18 in Ratnapura, 11 each in Kandy and XKurunegala), followed
by Phthisis 84 (73 in Colombo, 6 in Galle), Enteric Fever 62 (41 in Colombo, 9 in Kandy), Measles 62 (31 in Kandy,
30 in Colombo), Continued Fever 28 (14 in Colombo), Plague 18 (in CoYombo), Mumps 5 (3 in Colombo), Dysentery 4 (in
Moratuwa), Diarrhea 3 (in Galle), and Smallpox 2 (in Colombo). ]

~ Meteorology. .
12. Rainfall —Kalutara recorded the highest rainfall (2-35 inches), followed by Ratnapura (1-63 inch). In
the other towns the rainfall ranged from 138 inch in Vavuniya to 0:02 inch in Jaffna. Colombo recorded 0°07 inch.

18. Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 57°0° in Nuwara Eliya to 81:5° in Ratnapurs, and was

%78-8° in Colombo. o A
14. For detailed statistics, see Tables I. and II. for all towns, and Tables IIT. and IV. for the city of Colombo,
p

in the Appendix. .
Registrar-General’s Office, W. L. KiNDERSLEY,
Colombo, March 16, 1916. Registrar-General,

* The city-rate is worked out differently from the ward-rates, and takes into account hospital events, &c., not assignable
to wards.
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Table IV.—Causes of Deaths registered during the Month of February, 1916, in each Ward and of each Race in the City of Colombo.
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* This includes 3 from Rickets, 2 from Dysentery, 1 each from Nephritis, Thrash, and Hydrocephalus.
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