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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF JUNE, 1916.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
T h is  report deals with the V ita l Statistics of the 33 principal tow ns in the Islan d  proclaim ed under sections 3 1 -3 6  

of the Ordinance N o . 1 of 1895.
Births.

2. The births numbered 1 ,256  (708  m ales and 548 fem ales), and were equal to an annual rate of 25 ‘ 49  per 1 ,000, 
against 2 4 - 97 in the preceding m onth , 2 2 ‘ 71 in the corresponding m onth of last year, and 2 6 *4 0  the average o f the  
corresponding m on th s since 1908. The rate ranged from  13 • 00 in N  uwara E liya  to 5 0 *4 7  in Tangalla.

3. In  the city of Colombo the births numbered 415 (2 3 7 m a les  and 178 fom ales), and were equal to an annual rate*  
of 1 9 ‘ 51  per 1 ,000, against 1 6 ‘ 88 in the preceding m onth, 16 ‘ 36 in the corresponding m onth of last year, and  2 2*6 7  the 
average of the corresponding m onths since 1908. T h e rate ranged from  11 • 15 in K ollu p itiya to 2 3 *0 3  in N ew  B azaar.

Deaths.
4. The total deaths registered during the m onth numbered 1 ,679  (955 m ales and 724 fem ales), and w as the highest 

recorded in  any m onth during this year. There were 1 ,292  deaths of residents, equivalent to an annual rate of 2 8 *5 8  per
1,000, against 28*52  in the preceding m onth , 2 6*7 4  in the corresponding m onth of last year, and 2 9 *7 2  the average for 
the m onth of June in each year sinco 1908. The rate ranged from 68 *27 in H atton  and D ikoya to 10 • 19 in N uw ara E liya .

5 . In  the city of Colom bo the deaths num bered 609 (367  m ales and 242 fem ales). There were 523 deaths of 
residents, equivalent to  an annual rate* of 28  * 53 per 1 ,000, against 2 6  * 24  in the preceding m onth, 28  * 19 in the corresponding  
m onth of last year, and 29 *94 the average for the m onth of June in eaoh year since 1908. T h e rate  ranged from  3 4 *9 4  
in W ellaw atta  to 8 *64 in  K ollupitiya.

6. Stillbirths num bered 79 (45 m ales and  34  females), against 88 in the preceding m onth.

Infantile Mortality.
7. The infantile m ortality was equal to a  rate of 221 per 1 ,000 births registered during the year ended June

3 0 ,1 9 1 6 . Reckoned on the births registered during the m onth only the rate was 223, against 231 in  the preceding m onth , 274  
in the corresponding m onth of last year, and 270  the average of the corresponding m onths since 1908.

8. T h e infantile mortality, in the city of Colombo was 225  per 1 ,000 births registered during the year ended  
June 30, 1916. Calculated on the births registered during the m onth  th e  rate was 236 , against 256 in the preceding  
m onth, 334  in the corresponding m on th  o f  last year,.and  334 the average of the corresponding m onths since 1908.

Causes of Death.
9. The highest m ortality was from  Pneum onia, to which w as due 11 per cent, of the tota l nu m b er of deaths, 

9 per cent, were due to  D ebility, 8 per cent, to Diarrhoea, 7 per cent, each to Convulsions and Phthisis, 5 per cent, each  
to D ysentery  and Anchylostom iasis, 3 per cent, to Enteritis, 2 per cent, each to Bright's Disease and N ephritis, Enteric  
Fever, and  Bronchitis, and 1 per cent, to  Puerperal Septicsemia.

10. In  the city of Colom bo Pneumonia  and Phthisis each contributed to 12 per cent, of the to ta l num ber of deaths. 
Convulsions caused 7 per cent., D ebility  and Enteritis 6 per cent, each, D ysentery  and Bright's D isease  and N ephritis  3 per  
cent, each , and Enteric Fever, Bronchitis, and Diarrhoea 2 per cent. each. T h e num ber cf deaths registered from  Plague 
was 34, an enormous increase on 9 registered during the previous m onth. The num ber has n ot been exceeded in any  
m onth since A ugu st, 1914. E leven  deaths from  Cholera were registered, against 16 in the preceding m on th .

11. Infectious Diseases reported.— T h e m ost prevalent infectious disease during the m onth  w as M easles, o f which  
147 cases were reported (119 in Colom bo, 18 in K an d y ), follow ed by Chickenpox 145 (114 in C olom bo, 17 in  B adulla), 
Phthisis 104 (87 in  Colom bo, 6 in Galle, 5 in B atticaloa), Enteric Fever  63 (35 in Colom bo, 16 in G alle), Plague 38 in  
Colom bo), Continued F ever8,% (7 each in Colom bo and M oratuw a, 5 in G alle), M u m p s  11 (7 in Colom bo an d  4  in  K an d y ), 
Diarrhoea 3 (2 in Galle and 1 in Colom bo), Sm allpox 3 (1 each in C olom bo, M oratuw a, and Jaffna), D ysentery  2  (in  
M oratuw a), Cholera 2 (in C olom bo), W hooping Cough  1 (in K a n d y ), and Diphtheria  1 (in Colom bo).

Meteorology.
12. Bainfatt.— H a tto n  and D ik oya recorded the highest rainfall (22*55  inches), follow ed b y  R atnapura (17*18  

inches). In  the other towns the rainfall ranged from  16*31 inches in K egalla  to 0 * 0 2  inch in Jaffna. Colom bo recorded  
7*97  inches.

13. Temperature.— T h e m ean tem perature varied from  60 *8° in N uw ara E liy a  to 8 5 * 8 °  in  Batticaloa, and was 
8 0*8 ° in Colom bo.

14. F or detailed statistics, see T ables I .  and  I I .  for all tow ns, and  T ables I I I .  and I V . for the city  of Colombo, 
in the Appendix.

Registrar-General’ s Office, N . W . M o bgaPp a h ,
Colom bo, Ju ly 17, 1916. . f o r  Registrar-General.

* T h e  city -ra te  is w orked d ifferently  from  the w ard-rates, a n d  takes in to  aocou n t hospital even ts , &c., n o t assignable 
to  wards.
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