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PART I.

No. 6,820 —  FRIDAY, AUGUST 25, 1916.

VITAL STATISTICS OF CEYLON.

R E P O R T  O F  T H E  R E G IS T R A R -G E N E R A L  O F  M A R R IA G E S , B IR T H S , A N D  D E A T H S  F O R
T H E  F IR S T  Q U A R T E R  O F  1916.

Introductory.
(а) F or the first tim e in m y  reports is added a statem ent of m ultiple births (paragraph 4).
(б ) The birth-rate, 4 3 -0 , is the highest recorded in  any quarter during the preceding quinquennium , w ith the  

exception of th e  rates in  the first quarters of 1911 and 1914.
(c) The num ber o f deaths registered from  Plague is nearly double th at recorded in  the first quarter of tlie previous  

year, and has n ot been exceeded in an y  quarter in 1915.

I.—Population.
The estim ated population on the last d ay of the quarter was 4 ,4 4 5 ,2 5 5 , showing an increase of 20 ,962  on  that 

of the previous quarter, due to an increase o f 18,026  births over deaths, and o f 2 ,93 6  arrivals over departures o f  Indian  
coolies. The births exceeded the deaths in all districts, except M an n ar, P u tta lam , and Anuradhapura, and  are m ore than  
double in N egom bo, G alle, M atara, Chilaw, and K egalla.

2 . There were 17,503 arrivals and 14,567 departures o f Indian  coolies, as against averages of 11,328 and  19,121  
in  the corresponding quarters of the p ast decade.

II.—Marriages.
3. 7 ,146  marriages (4 ,956  General and 2 ,190  K an d yan ) were registered, as against 7 ,368  in  the preceding quarter, 

5 ,426  in  the corresponding quarter of the previous year, and 5 ,05 4  the m ean of the first quarters of the preceding 
decennium. T ab le I. in  the A pp en dix gives their distribution b y  Provinces and  D istricts.

in.—Births.
4. The births registered during the quarter num bered 47,333, an d  corresponded to  a n  annual rate of 43 ■ 0 per 1 ,000  

of the estim ated population. This rate is 5 • 0  above th at of the preceding quarter, and 1 • 6  above the average of the  
corresponding quarters in the preceding decennium. T h e  estate births correspond to  a rate o f 4 4 ' 1  per 1 ,000 , and the  
urban, including those o f Colom bo, to  2 9 - 02. The C olom bo Tate is 2 3*7 . F or detailed statistics see Tables I .  to  V .  
in  the Appendix.

There were 329 tw ins and 2 triplets born during the quarter under review.

IV.—Deaths.
6 . T h e num ber o f deaths registered during the quarter num bered 2 9 ,3 0 7 , corresponding to  an  annual rate, o f 2 6 '6  

per 1 ,000. This rate is 8  • 9 less than  the average of the corresponding quarters in the p ast decade, b u t is 3 * 1 above that 
of the previous quarter. This rise is noticeable in all the Provinces, excep t the E astern , w here the rate im proved b y  • 8 . 
A m on g the districts, as usual, Chilaw recorded the low est death-rate (1 9 -8 ) , w ith  N egom bo com ing n e x t  (20*5 ). The  
highest death-rate was observed in  M annar (65 • 0)— a rise of 19 • 3 on  th at of the previous quarter, th ou gh  2 • 1  less than  
the average. T h e rate o f m ortality on estates during the quarter w as 3 6 -0 — a rise of 4 -7  on th at of the previous quarter, 
b u t 1 • 3 below the average. The rate ranged from  62 • 6  in  R atnapura to 22  • 9 in  K egalla . A m on g the tow ns, the lowest 
m ortality, 8  • 36, was recorded in K egalla (N uw ara E liya , in w hich the population is largely m igratory, being excepted), 
and the highest, 5 1 -8 7 , in  M ullaittivu. Colom bo recorded 2 6 -3 5 . F or detailed statistics see Tables L  to  V .

V.—Infantile Mortality.
6 . T h e infantile m ortality m easured b y  the proportion of deaths under one year to  1 ,000  births registered during 

the year ending the last day of the quarter ‘ under review  is 207 for all races. T h e highest district rate of infantile  
m ortality am ong the Sinhalese was 412  in Anuradhapura, and  the low est w as 129 in  K alu tara . T h e  highest rate am ong  
the Tam ils was 428, an d  am ong the Moors 399 , b oth  in  P u tta lam . T h e  low est rate am on g the Tam ils was 149 in  
Trincom alee, and  am ong the M oors 199 in B atticaloa. In  the towns th e  infantile  m o rta lity  was 228 , and  ranged from  823  
in M ullaittivu  to  146 is B adulla. T h e  rate in Colom bo w as 224. T h e  rate o f inftmtiin m ortality in estates was 262, and  
ranged from  417 in the estates of M atara D istrict to  131 in those of K alu tara .
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VI.—Causes of Death.
7 . O f the 29 ,307  deaths registered during the quarter, 15 per cent, were reported as due to Pyrexia. A m on g  the 

oth er causes w hich contributed to a high rate o f m ortality were Infantile Convulsions, 12 per c e n t .; Diseases o f Skin and  
Cellular Tissue an d  Diarrhoea and Enteritis, each 9 per c e n t .; D ebility , 6  per c e n t .; Pneum onia and Diseases or 
A ccid en ts  o f P regn an cy or of Childbirth, 4 per cent, e a c h ; R ickets, Senility, Anasmia, Phthisis, and Intestinal Parasites, 
3 p er cent, each 5 an d  D ysentery, D ropsy, and Anohylostom iasis, 2  per cent. each. F ifty -six  deaths from  Plague were 
registered (53 in  C olom bo, 1 eaoh in K alutara, K a n d y , and M ullaittivu), against 53  in the previous quarter and 29 in the  
corresponding quarter o f  the previous year. One death from  Sm allpox was registered, against 17 .in th e  previous quarter 
a n d  61 in the corresponding quarter o f the previous year, One death from  Cholera was registered a t M annar. There 
w as none in  the preceding quarter, b u t  one w as registered in  the first quarter of 1915 a t  M atale.

8 . A ffections caused b y  external causes—

(a ) . Suicide.— S ixty -seven  deaths were due to  suicide, against 48 in the previous quarter and 58 in  the 
correspon din g quarter o f the previous year.

(b) H om icide.— ‘F ifty-on e deaths were duo to  hom icide, against 50 in  the previous quarter and 56 in  the  
corresponding quarter of the previous year.

(c) E xecutions.— Six judicial executions took place during the quarter, against 17 in  the previous one and  1 1  

in  the corresponding one of the previous year.
(d) O f the 481 deaths attributed to  accidents and  other external violenoe, 107 were due to  fall from  trees, 84 to  

hurns, 75 to drowning (29 in wells, 4  in pits), and 23 to  fall of heavy substances. Snake bite oapsed 52 deaths, and injuries 
b y  anim als 17. Trains and  oarts each were responsible for 7 deaths, and m otor oars for 5.

9. Causes o f Deaths in  the Estates.— The highest m ortality in the estates was from  D ebility , to which 20  per cent, 
o f  the tota l deaths w as due. Other causes of death were Diarrhoea and Anchylostom iesis, 11 per cent, e a c h ; Pneum onia  
an d  D ysen tery, 10 per cent, e a ch ; Infantile Convulsions, 8  per c e r t . ; Senility, 4  per c e n t .; Premature B irth , 3 per c e n t .; 
D iseases or A cciden ts o f Pregnancy or o f Childbirth, Bronchitis, and Malaria and M alarial Cachexia-, 2  per cent, each ; 
an d  D rop sy , P hthisis, Diseases o f the Digestive System , and Enteritis, 1 per cent. each. (For detailed statistics see 
T ab le  V I I .)

10. Causes o f Deaths in  the Towns.— In  the 33 principal towns of the Island (inclusive of Colom bo), 11 per cent, 
o f  th e  total num ber o f  deaths was due to P n e u m o n i a 8  per cent, to  Convulsions; 7 per cent, to  P hthisis; 6  per cent, each 
to  Diarrhoea an d  Infantile D e b ility ; 5 per cent, to A nchylostom iasis; 4  per, cent, to  D y sen tery ; 3  per cent, each to  
M alarial F ever, E nteritis, B righ t’s Disease and N ep h ritis ; 2  per cent, each to Broncliitis, M alarial Cachexia, Enteric Fever, 
an d  puerperal Septicaemia; and 1 per cent, to Tetanus. (For'detailed statistics see T able V I I I .)

R egistrar-General’s Office, W. L. K in d e e s l e y ,
Colom bo, A ugu st 2, 1916. " Registrar-General.
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A PPEN D IX .

Table I.—Area, Estimated Population, and the Number of Marriages, Births, and Deaths registered
in the First Quarter of 1916.

i f lS Ma&kiagxs* Bibibs. Deaths:
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Ce y l o n . . 25,481 4,424,295 7,146 4,956 2,190 47,333 24,232 23,101 29,307 14,862 14,445

Western 1,432
2,279

1,163,001 2,169 2,169 12,714 6,601 6,113 6,813 3,479 3,334
Central 695,651 '841 266 575 7,829 3,991 3,838 5,269 2,581 2,688
Southern 2,146} 660,112 1,267 1,263 4 8,530 4,365 4,165 4,227 2,125 2,102
Northern 3,519 373,833 462 461 1 3,223 1,627 1,596 2,685 1,377 1,308
Eastern 3,8481 189,456 104 68 36 1,604 837 767 1,319 719 600
North-W estern 3,016 435,193 952 481 471 4,737 2,432 2,305 .3,316 1,664 1,651
North-Central 4,068 83,892 424 21 403 877 434 443 901 461 440
Uva 3.271J 218,144 224 44 180 2,701 1,314 1,387 1,958 1,006 952
Sabaragamuwa 1,901 411,004 703 183 520 5,118 2,631 21,487 2,820 1,450 1,370

Western.
3,363Colom bo . . 5601 683,609 1,228 1,228 — 7,066 3,703 4,094 2,129 1,965

N egom bo . . 2471 180,988 328 328 — 2,119 1,073 1,046 923 478 445
Kalutara . . 623J ^ 8 ,4 0 4 613 613 — 3,529 1,825 11,704 1,796 . 872 924

Central. '
K andy 911 424,996 544 195 349 4,805 2,440 2,365 3,072 1,512 1,560

- Matale . .  f 905 } 106,441 186 38 148 1,257 641 616 1,004 512 492
Nuwara Eliya 462J 164,214 111 33 78 1,767 910 857 1,193 557 636

Southern. ;
Galle 6521 309,946 691 687 '4 3,743 1,902 1,841 1,730 883 847
Matara 4811 241,749 396 396 ---  ( 3,247 1,654 1,693 1,470 709 761
H am bantota 1,0121 108,417 180 180 — 1,540 809 731 1,027 533 494

Northern.
Jaffna 1,147? 332,624 400 400 — 2,765 1,385 1,370 2,177 1,104 1,073
Mannar 904f 24,405 44 44 — 265 125 ' 140 334 ‘ 169 165
Mullaittivu 1,4661 16,804 18 17 1 203 117 86 174 104 70

Eastern.
B attica loa . . 2,8001 159,931 83 47 36 1,338 702 636 1,116 606 510
Trincom alee 1,048 29,525 21 21 — 266 135 131 203 113 90

North-W estern.
1,703 2,501 1,261 1,240Kurunegala 1,843} 304,739 704 238 466 3,521 1,818

Puttalam  . * v 909} 38,482 35 30 5 266 135 131 361 183 178
Chilaw 2621 91,972 213 213 — 960 , 479 471 453 220 233

North-Central.
901Anuradhapura 4,068 83,892 424 21 403 877 434 443 461 440

Uva.
Badulla 3 ,271} 218,144 224 44 180 2,701 1,314 1,387 1,958 1,006 952

Sabaragamuwa.
1,129 1,447 742Ratnapura 1,269 166,056 252 87 165 2,185 1,056 705

Kegalla . . 642 244,948 451 96 355 2,933 1,502 1,431 1,373 708 665
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Table II.—Birth- and Death-rates in the First Quarter of 1916, the corresponding Quarter of 1915, the 
Fourth Quarter of 1915, and the Mean Rates for the First Quarters of 1906-1915.

Birth-rate per Mille per Annum. Death-rate per Mille per Annum.

Province and Dlstriot. i
First | 

Quarter, \ 
1910.

^Fourth
Quarter,

19X5.
First

Quarter,) 1 
1615.

Average for 
st Quarters, 
1608-1915.

First
Quarter,

1916.

Fourth
Quarter,

1915.
First

Quarter,
1915.

Average for 
st Quarters, 
1808-1815.

</

Ceylon 43-0 38-0 39 '5 41'4 26-6 23-5 31-9 35'5

W estern
Central
Southern
N orthern
Eastern
N orth-W estern
North-Central ..
U va
Sabaragamuwa

1
44- 0 '
45- 3 | 
52-0 
34-7 
34-1 
43-8 
42-0 
49-8 
60-1 ] ---

—-
---

---
■■■ 

----
---

---
---

---
-i

44- 5
39- 6 
43-7 
32-5
29- 0
30- 3
40- 5
45- 0 
43-0 |

41-7
40'0
46'4
35'8
34'0
41'6
42'9
41-7
45'0

23-6
30-5
25-8
28-9
28-0
30-6
43-2
30-1
27-6

20-0
28-4
22-5
24'4
28-8
23'4
32-2
32-8
24-7

24-5
30- 4
31- 8 
52-0 
31-8 
37-0 
60-7 
45-7 
29-2

26-9
31-9
41-5
37-8
36'7
43-0
53-7
40-5
40-0

W estern.
1. 1

...............

41-6 32-9 43-7 1 39-7 24-1 20-9 25-0 26'9
N egom bo
Kalutara

47-1 
47'6

40- 5
41- 8

45-7 
45'8

45'0
44-8

20-5
24-2

16'8 
22-3

21- 6 
25'0

24-3 
28-0

Central. a

45-5 40-8 39'9 41'3 29-1 27-3 29'6 30-8
47-5 48-0 37-3 42'0 37-9 37-2 37-0 44-4

Nuwara E liyo 43-3 39-6 40-4 35'4 29-2 25-6 28-4 26-3

Southern.

48-6 39 9 44'5 46-0 1 22-5 20-7 30-9 31'7
Matara 64-0 46-8 44*2 47'0 | 24-5 21-4 30-6 36'3
H am bantota 57-1 40-0 40'3 44'7 I 38-1 30-4 37-4 68'5

Northern.

Jaffna •. 33-3 301 32-0 35'4 I 26-3 23-5 51'2 38-9
Mannar 43-7 33-3 36-3 38'0 55-0 35-7 67-4 57’ 1
Mullaittivu 48'6 34-8 37-8 41-0 1 41 • 7 26-0 46'0 56-1

Eastern.

Battiealoa 33-7 43-0 28-3 33-9 28-1 28-3 30'2 32'2
Trincomalee 36-2 38-8 33-0 38-0 J 27-7 31; 5 40-9 4 2 '2

North-Western.

Kurunegala 46-5 37 -8 36-2 43 -2 33-0 25-6 38 '1 4 5 '9
Puttalam 27*8 17-3 27-7 34-8 J 3 7 '7 25-4 51-4 46-8
Chilaw 41-5 32-8 4 0 ‘ 3 40-1 19-8 15-6 27-0 27-7

North-Central. I
Anuradhapura 4 2 -0 37 -0 40-5 42-9 4 3 ’ 2 32-3 60-7 53 -7

0 v a . ,
Badulla 4 9 ‘ 8 47-4 4 5 -0 41-7 30-1 32-8 45-7 40-5

Sabaragamuwa.

Ratnapura 52-9 4 7 -0 45-1 45-2 1 35-1 30-8 37-9 48-5
Kegalla 4 8 -2 47-8 41 -0 40*0 j 22 -0 2 0 '5 2 3 '2 35-5
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Table VII.—Causes of Deaths Registered on Estates in the Central, Uva, and Sabaragamuwa Provinces, in the 
Colombo and Kalutara Districts of the Western Province, Galle and Matara of the Southern Province,

and Kurunegala in the North-Western Province, during the First Quarter of 1916,
North-

Provinoe Western Southern Western
o f Uva. gamuwa. Province. Provinoe. Province.

Causes o f Death.
d0 £

d
73 n 4

dM3
S1a

d
*3

&
a

cB
S

rS §

A73

§
% 3 *8 . W)® Is "3 -P 3
0 w a n PH w 8 M O s w

Al l  Causes 4,548 1,337 274 893 657 473 356 116 236 65 49 92

1. Enterio Fever . . 8 5 — 1 — 1 — — . --- — 1 —
2. M alaria and Malarial Caohexia . . 89 18 11 9 15 14 6 3 8 — — 5

3. Sm allpox — —- — — — — —
4. Measles '
6. W hooping Cough 3 3
6. Cholera
7. D ysentery 433 131 31 86 56 72 25 10 11 4 4 3
8. Plague 19. Chiokenpox

10. Other Epidem ic Diseases
l t

- ■ 8 3 2 — 1 —
— — — — —

11. Septicaemia 5
2

' 1 2
1 1

1 “ “
12. Other Septio Diseases — — — — * —
13. H ydrophobia . . — ■“ — — “ 1* ’
14. Tetanus 10

815. Phthisis 60 12 5 9 11 7 1 3 — — 4
16 Other Tuberculous Diseases 4 1 —■ 1 1 — — 1 — — — —
17. Riokets 10 2 — 1 i 2 2 — , 1 1 1 — —
18. Parangi

119. Cancer 5 1
20, Aoute Rheumatio Fever 4 2 1 — — 1 — — — — —
21. .Diabetes 3 2 — — 1 — — ---  . — — — —
22. Anaemia 29 5 5 — 2 9 2 2 2 — 1 1
23. A lcoholism 2 1 — 1 — — — — — —
24. Other General'Diseases 21 6 1 3 1 4 4 1 1 — — —
25. Meningitis . .  • • 5 ‘ — — 1 ' 1 1 — 2 — — — —
26. CerebralHaemorrhage or Apoplexy 15 6 — 4 2 — 2 — 1 — — —
27, Paralysis 16 4 2 7 — — 1 — — — 0 1 —
28. Epilepsy
29. Convulsions (non-pueperal)

13
20

9
4 1 2

1
5

2
2

1
1 2 2 1 z __

30. Infantile Convulsions 349 100 16 63 35 29 41 16 28 10 2 9
31. Other Diseases of the Nervous

6
12

2 3System
32 Organio Diseases of the Heart . .  
33. Haemorrhoids

' 34. Other Diseases of the Circulatory

8 1 1 — 1 1 — — —

5System
35. Bronohitis

— —— 1 2 1 — — __ 1
93 25 2 33 16 2 5 2 6 1 — 1

36. Pneumonia 472 126 37 137 73 28 21 3 22 3 1 21
37. Pulmonary Congestion 3 2 — — — — — — 1 — — —
38. Asthma • • •;
39. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

18 5 1 3 5 3 1

System 11 1 — 4 3 — 1 1 — — 1 —
40. Thrush, Stomatitis — — :—

8
— — — — — — —• —

41. Infantile Diarrhoea 24 5 — 3 4 2 --- , 1 — — 1
42. Diarrhoea undefined 478 139 21 84 70 67 30 10 24 11 7 15
43. Enteritis 46 8 — 10 9 2 16 — — — 1 —
44. Anohyloatomiasis 514 152 39 55 66 67 53 21 30 14 : 13 5,
45. Intestinal Parasites
46. Appendicitis and Typhilitis

28 12 1 2 1 2 2 4 2 2

47. Diseases of the Liver 3 2 — "--- — 1 — — — — — —
48. Peritonitis
49. Other Disseises of the Digestive

4 1

20

“— 1 2 — — — — —

System ‘
60 Bright’s Disease and Nephritis . .

59 6 8 13 5 '  6 — 1 — __ —
32 7 2 2 3 6 3 — 8 1 1

61 Other Diseases of the Genito-
Urinary System 9 2 1 4 — 1 1 — — — __ —

52 Diseases or Aooidents of Preg-
nancy or of Childbirth 111 34 10 18 15 6 ' 7 3 11 3 1 3.

53  Diseases of the Skin and Cellular
Tissue . 27 7 5 6 3 — 1 2 3 — 1 —

54 Congenital Malformations 1 1 — — — — — — — — — *---
55 Prem ature Birth 150 45 1 41 26 27 5 __ 2 2 __ • 1
5 5 '  TnfantileDebility (under3 months) 677 228 42 186 100 35 39 10 17 6 7 7
57. Senility 202 .59 ' 8 35 33 20 18 5 12 5 4 3
68. Suioide 17 5 --- - 3 4 2 2 — — 1 —
59. H om ioide 4 1 — 1 1 — 1 — — *--- — —
60 E xecu tion  • • . •• 
6 1 ' A ccidents and other affeotions

49
66
20

15
23

4

■ 1 
4

8
9
3

produoed b y  external oauses . .
62. D ropsy
63 H eart Failure . .  • • 
64. D eb ility  (3 m onths and over) . .

m  m s e B s e s  n o t specified or iil-

4
14

7

6
6
1

13
2
3

5
1

2
1

1 1 1 2
1

229
24

53
2

13
4

30
1

38
4

35
1

23
2

6
3

2E
• 6 1 2

1
4
1

defined 31 15 4 31 31 a ; — —
2
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(  6 )

Table IV.—Births, Deaths, and their Rates on Estates,'First Quarter, 1916, &c., and
Average Rates, 1906-1915.

]
. District.

Population 
at the 
Census 

ot Maroh 
10.1911.

Births Deaths
registered

during
First

Quarter,
1916.

Blrth*rate per Miile per Annum. Death-rate per Mllle per Annum.
registered

during
Flrot

Quarter,
ieie.

First
Quarter,

1916.
Fourth
Quarter,

1915.
First

Quarter,
1916.

Average,
First

Quarters,
1906-1915.

First
Quarter,

1916.

Fourth
Quarter,

1015.
First

Quarter,
1015.

Average,
First

Quarters,
1006-1016

S a n d y 147,738 1,612 1,337 43-9 36*1 39-4 33*0 36-4 31*4 35-1 30*9

Matale 31,186 323 274 41-7 52*8 32*0 30*9 35*3 50*3 41*6 . 44*7

Nuwara Eliya 100,393 1,081 893 43-3 38*5 40*2 30*5 36*8 27*8 29*4 26*7

Badulla 71,957 846 657 47-3 38-6 47-3 34*3 36*7 27*6 52*4 39*8

Ratnapura 30,455 478 473 63-1 48*3 46*6. 35-6 62*5 43*7 69-3 79-1

Kegalla 62,518 519 356 33 ’ 4 32*4 26-5 29*9 22-9 23*6 23*1 43*2

Colombo 13,377 156 116 46-9 38*6 35-2 27*8 34-9 27*0 29*1 53-5

Kalutara 30,768 386 236 50-6 41-5 43-5 35*2 30*9 28*8 33*2 43*4

Galle . . 6,295 67 65 42*8 44*1 46*4 35*9 41-5 39*1 36-1 34-6

M atara. . 3,191 37 49 46*6 53*5 38*1 35*4 61*8 44*8 60-8 52*3

Kurunegala 9,789 67 92 • 27*5 31*6 21-6 25*8 3 7 -8 39-7 44-8 60*8

Total . . 607,667 5,572 4,548 ' 44*1 38-8 38*9 31*9 36*0 31*3 37-4 37*3
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